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GREETING. 

The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm  is  to-day  launched  forth  upon 
a  sea  that  is  as  yet  untried.  There  are,  however,  wilh'ng  hearts 
and  working  hands  ready  to  do  battle  for"  it;  there  are  noble 
souls,  strong  men  and  gentle  women,  eager  to  share  its  toils  and 
its  labors;  there  are  words  of  encouragement  and  sympathy  from 
all  who  would  see  the  cause  of  Truth  and  Justice  triumphant; 
there  is  faith  to  nurture  it,  there  is  energy  to  vitalize  it,  there  is 
heroism  to  sustain  it— its  mission  is  a  God-given  one,  and.  must 
and  shall  succeed. 

To  harmonize  the  world;  to  bring  man  into  closer  and  more 
friendly  relations  to  his  fellow-man;  to  lessen  the  burdens  of 
existence;  to  increase  the  sum  of  human  happiness;  to  elevate 
and  ennoble  mankind — these  are  the  objects  at  which  the  present 
venture  aims.  Our  ideas  are  not  those  of  the  visionary;  our 
methods  are  not  the  wild  flmcies  of  the  maddened  enthusiast; 
our  mission  is  to  educate  man  to  a  high  conception  of  the 
nobility  of  human  life — to  make  the  child  a  befitting  father  to  the 
noble,  generous,  whole-souled  man.  Opposition,  persistent  and 
sincere,  we  have  had,  and  will  continue  to  have;  misconceptions 
of  our  aims  and  endeavors  will  always  exist;  but  we  shall  strive, 
by  a  calm  and  dignified  presentation  of  the  principles  of  Alpha 
Tau  Omega,  to  secure  the  hearty  co-operation  of  all  who  desire 
the  elevation  of  humanity  to  a   plane  above  and   beyond  the 
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sphere  of  a  narrow  and  suicidal  prejudice.  Men  of  calm,  un- 
biased judgment,  at  our  leading  seats  of  learning,  have  long  since 
given  in  their  adhesion  to  the  Fraternity  system.  Our  ranks  to- 
day contain  men  of  influence  and  position  in  every  walk  of  life; 
the  clergy,  the  legal  fraternity,  the  literary  circle — all  are  repre- 
sented upon  the  rolls  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 

Our  life-work  is  auspiciously  begun;  the  very  walls  of  our 
Universities  and  Colleges  re-echo  the  praises  now  upon  the  lips 
of  all.  Let  there  be  no  relaxing  in  our  labors,  no  quailing  be- 
fore the  opposition  we  may  encounter,  no  acting  on  the  defen- 
sive— but  a  bold,  aggressive  campaign  in  behalf  of  all  that  is 
dear  to  the  heart  of  each  and  every  member  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega;  a  mighty  effort  to  bring  order  out  of  the  chaos  of  human 
love  and  human  hate;  to  make  life  the  realization  of  man's 
highest,  holiest,  noblest  impulses. 

With  an  earnest  desire  to  promote  and  increase  a  spirit  of 
brotherly  love  and  affection  in  the  hearts  and  in  the  minds  of 
men;  with  a  deep  and  profound  conviction  that  our  own  beloved 
Fraternity  is  a  noble  means  for  accomplishing  this  end,  the 
Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm  enters  with  confidence  to-day  upon-  a 
career  which  will,  we  doubt  not,  bring  peace  and  prosperity,  joy 
and  gladness  to  the  heart  of  every  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 


AN  ADDRESS  TO  THE  FRATERNITY, 

Brothers: — The  High  Council,  at  its  last  regular  annual  meet- 
ing, determined  to  establish  and  conduct  a  Journal  in  the  interest 
of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  This  decision  was  not 
made  in  haste,  but,  on  the  contrary,  was  the  result  of  the  most 
careful  and  serious  deliberation.  The  subject  had  long  enlisted 
the  attention  of  the  Congress  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  High  Council  and  of  the  several  chapters  of  the 
Order,  and  the  conclusion  had  long  since  been  reached  that  the 
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Fraternity  needed  d,n  organ;  but  the  question  whether  or  not  the 
time  had  come  for  initiating  such  an  enterprise  had  never  before 
been  sajisfactorily  answered.  At  the  time  of  the  assembhng  of 
the  High  Council,  however,  when  the  matter  was  again  brought 
to  its  attention,  the  arguments  in  favor  of  its  early  establishment 
were  so  potent  and  effective  that  nothing  remained  for  that  body 
to  do  but  to  ordain  that  the  Journal  be  established  at  the  earliest 
practicable  moment.  Accordingly,  the  proper  steps  were  at  once 
taken  to  execute  the  order  of  the  High  Council;  and  now,  after 
several  months  of  arduous  but  necessary  preliminary  work,  the 
High  Council  has  the  pleasure  of  submitting  for  your  approval 
the  initial  issue  of  TJie  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm. 

With  these  f*iw  prefatory  remarks,  the  High  Council  would 
first  state  the  objects  the  Palm  will  constantly  keep  in  view,  and 
then  would  earnestly  and  affectionately  entreat  you  to  lend  it 
your  aid  in  striving  to  advance  the  same. 

Briefly  stated,  these  objects  are — 

First.  To  afford  a  medium  of  intercommunication  for  the 
general  officers,  for  the  chapters  and  for  the  alumni  of  the  Fra- 
ternity. 

Second.  To  aid  in  extending  the  borders  of  the  Fraternity,  and 
so  enlarging  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Third.  To  preserve  the  history  of  the  Fraternity;  and, 

Fourth.   To  strengtJien  the  ties  of  A.  T.  IJ. 

These,  brothers,  are  noble  aims  with  which  to  begin  such  an 
enterprise.  Can  they  be  attained?  The  individual  members  of 
the  Fraternity  must  answer  the  question.  Will  yon  give  your  in- 
fluence and  support  to  the  High  Council  in  its  earnest  efforts  to 
perfect  the  enterprise?  Its  faith  in  you  is  very  strong;  it 
believes  you  love  your  foster-mother,  and  will  gladly — aye, 
warmly — respond  to  this  call  in  her  behalf;  and,  hence,  it  con- 
fidently counts  on  your  influence  and /rc7<;//r^/ support. 

It  seems  scarcely  necessary  to  speak  of  the  many  benefits  that 
cannot  but  accrue  to  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity,  if  this 
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enterprise  sljall  culminate  in  success.  Are  they  not  already  fore- 
seen in  imagination?  Does  any  brother  doubt  that  they  will 
follow  as  surely  as  effect  succeeds  cause?  If  there  be  such  an 
one,  it  will  not  be  amiss  to  say  a  word  here  by  way  of  demon- 
strating hozv  the  beloved  Order  will  receive  practical  benefit  from 
the  successful  establishment  of  such  a  journal  as  has  just  been 
outlined,  and  its  contmued  prosperity. 

Recall  the  objects  set  before  the  journal  in  the  order  named. 
First,  to  furnish  a  inedium  of  communication^  &c. 

Our  general  officers  and  our  chapters  are  located  at  long  dis- 
tances from  each  other.  Constant  and  almost  incessant  corres- 
pondence is  absolutely  essential.  How  otherwise  can  such  cor- 
respondence be  better  carried  on  than  through  the  medium 
afforded  by  a  periodical  like  the  Palm? 

And,  in  regard  to  correspondence  betivcen  the  several  chapters, 
all  know  how  difficult — aye,  impossible — it  has  ever  been  to  edu- 
cate chapters  to  realize  the  importance  of  regularly  and  frequently 
communicating  ivitJi  each  other,  to  the  end  that  each  may  know 
how  the  others  are  progressing,  and  that  each  may  feel  that  the 
words  of  our  sublime  motto  do  7iot  mean,  Live  unto  thyself,  but 
that  they  teach  a  far  different  lesson.  Is  it  not  true?  And  do 
you  not  see  how  the  difficulty  would  be  obviated  if  every  chapter 
would  make  it  a  rule  to  write  a  fraternal  letter  to  the  Order  at 
large,  through  the  Palm,  in  every  issue  of  the  same,  so  that  it 
would  reach  not  only  the  chapters,  but  also  its  own  alumi-members , 
who  must  ever  feel  a  special  interest  in  their  own  old  chapter? 

Again  :  A  further  object  is  to  extend  the  Fraternity.  Where  is 
the  brother  who  does  not  want  to  see  the  work  of  disseminating 
the  noble  principles  of  A.  T.  IJ.  prosper?  There  can  be  no  such 
brother.  Then  how  more  effectively  can  such  a  work  he  planned 
and  prosecuted  thdin  by  such  means  as  are  here  proposed? 

But  another  object  is  set  before  the  Journal,  viz:  to  preserve  the 
Order  s  history.  Brothers,  we  have  a  history — short  though  it 
be — which  must  not  be  suffered  to  die  with  us.     We  have  re- 
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cords — precious  records — of  golden  deeds,  of  immolated  lives — 
a  very  martyr-roll — which  must  be  sacredly  kept  and  lovingly 
guardecf.  They  are  legacies  which  our  dear  brothers,  who  have 
gone  to  their  reward,  have  left  us — more  valuable  than  rubies, 
more-useful  than  gold — to  make  us  ever  mindful  of  what  ./.  T.  iL 
means,  and  to  teach  us  to  be  ever  ready  to  obey  Duty's  call. 

And  still  another  end  is  sought:  to  strengthen  the  cords  of  love 
that  bind  Alpha  Tans  together.  "  Behold  how  good  and  how  pleas- 
ant it  is  for  brethren  to  dwell  together  in  unity!"  And,  brothers 
beloved,  did  we  not  so  live  together  in  the  olden  time?  What 
precious  memories  cluster  about  the  thought  of  those  halcyon 
days  when  we  were  w^ont  to  sit  together  around  the  old  chapter 
hearthstone  in  A.  T.  Q.  fellowship !  Is  the  desire  never  felt  to  renew 
that  sweet  communion?  Is  the  desire  vain?  Nay,  nevermore,  in- 
deed, may  we  commune  with  each  other  in  the  flesh;  but,  widely 
separated  though  we  be,  may  we  not  in  soul  com^  together  through 
the  pages  of  our  journal,  and  revisit  the  scenes  of  the  old  chapter, 
and  live  over  the  life  we  used  to  live  when,  withdrawn  from  the 
busy,  selfish  worid,  we  basked  in  the  sunshine  of  joy,  and  peace, 
and  love?  Such  meetings — albeit  in  imagination  only — cannot 
but  smooth  our  tenipers  and  purify  our  souls,  and  so  fit  us  the 
better  to  struggle  afresh  with  the  great  world  when  we  return  to 
it  and  resume  our  respective  stations. 

Brothers,  do  you  feel  these  sentiments?  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  you  do.  Then  are  not  your  hearts  in  sympathy  with  the 
High  Council  in  the  important  work  it  has  undertaken  for  the 
weal  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity? 

Bestir  yourselves,  then,  one  and  all,  and  rally  around  the  Paint' 
and,  with  hands  and  hearts  united,  we  will  plant  it  deep  in  the 
affections  of  our  brotherhood,  where  it  will  surely  blossom,  and 
in  time  yield  fruit  for  us  and  for  those  who  shall  come  after  us, 
when  ive  shall  have  obtained  the  victor  s  reivard. 
In  behalf  of  the  High  Council, 

Jos.  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Chairman. 


Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm. 


THE    FRATERNITY    IDEA. 

Many  a  sermon  has  been  preached  on  the  text,  "  Man  is  a 
social  being,"  and  the  reader,  gentle  or  otherwise,  must  grant  us 
pardon  if,  in  discussing  our  subject,  we  add  another  to  the  list  of 
homilies.  If  a  man  turn  hermit — retiring  from  contact  with  his 
fellows  to  a  mountain  or  desert  cave — whether  he  array  himself 
in  the  historic  goatskin  and  talk  to  the  rocks  and  trees  about 
him,  or  sit  in  silent  contemplation  while  the  sun  makes  his  daily 
march,  it  is  safe  to  presume  that  life,  like  the  dairymaid's  cream, 
has  soured  on  his  hands.  A  figure  is  sometimes  evolved  from 
the  brain  of  the  novelist  seeking  a  solitary  chamber  in  the  heart 
of  a  great  city,  with  the  traffic  and  the  pleasant  intercourse  of 
men  before  its  eyes,  but  taking  no  part  in  and  feeling  no  sympathy 
with  the  movements.  If  such  a  creature  ever  exists  in  fact,  he 
is  extremely  rare;  and  his  condition  is  worse  than  that  of  him 
who  takes  to  the  wilderness.  Men  shake  their  heads  when  told 
of  him,  and  say,  with  truth,  "He  has  gone  mad."  To  shun 
society  is  abnormal;  and,  as  the  centuries  advance,  and  the  light 
of  civilization  broadens  from  mere  twilight  to  noontide,  the  obli- 
gation grows  more  and  more  imperative  upon  mankind  to  share 
its  toils  and  pastimes,  joys  and  griefs.  The  Feudal  baron  may 
have  gathered  his  little  community  of  serfs  and  soldierly  depen- 
dents about  the  pile  of  masonry  he  called  his  castle,  and  fancied 
himself  independent  of  the  world,  his  men  tilling  the  soil  or 
marauding,  and  his  women  weaving  into  cloth  the  product  of  his 
flocks.  But  his  castle  has  vanished  now,  and  his  vassals  have 
given  place  to  the  mechanic  and  the  tradesman,  whose  thriving 
town  is  built  above  its  ruins.  He  was  but  the  rude  forerunner  of 
a  system  founded  on  the  equality  of  industry.  We  are  permitted 
to  see  the  fruit  of  the  earlier  social  germ:  continents  bound  to- 
gether despite  the  intervening  sea,  and  speaking  to  each  other; 
a  community  of  States,  each  a  nation  in  itself,  with  one  tongue 
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and  one  government,  with  powers  defined.  These  are  the  grander 
outcomes  of  the  social  tendency;  but  kindred  pursuits  and  a 
hkeness  of  condition  and  circumstances  drive  men  together  in 
lesser  but  closer  bonds.  Combination  and  co-operation  are  re- 
garded as  insuring  success  in  business  enterprises,  and  are  the 
order  of  the  day  with  the  mammoth  corporations  that  carry  the 
produce  of  the  world,  and  the  humble  workmen  who  lay  the 
walls  of  our  dwellings  brick  by  brick.  It  is  not  proposed,  how- 
ever, to  amplify  this  article  by  discussing  the  relations  of  capital 
to  labor,  or  the  effects  of  unions  upon  trade.  These  are  matters 
more  within  the  province  of  the  political  economist.  The  same 
general  causes  of  mutual  support  and  fellowship,  however,  ope- 
rate to  bring  about  the  desire  forjraternal  relations  among^tu-^^ 
dents  and  men  of  letters.  The  College  Fraternity,  strictly  speak- 
ing, arises  from  a  longing  in  the  breasts  of  young  men  to  give 
and  receive  sympathy  and  encouragement  in  college  pursuits. 
It  is  neither  desirable  nor  possible  to  be  on  a  friendly  footing 
with  every  man  at  a  great  seat  of  learning,  and  small  groups  of 
congenial  spirits,  consequently,  find  pleasure  and  profit  in  falling 
into  line  under  some  fraternal  banner.  Grave  authorities  often 
frown  upon  these  organizations — accusing  them  of  hostility  to 
the  written  laws  and  the  morals  of  collegians.  Such  censures 
check,  but  do  not  prevent;  because  the  tendency  to  fraternize  is 
the  growth  of  a  natural  impulse,lwhich  will  find  vent,  if  not  in 
open  and  declared  organization,  in  secret  and  more  objectionable 
shapes.  It  does  not  commend  itself  to  reason  to  argue  because 
the  lawless  band  together  to  commit  crime  and  afterwards  to  de- 
feat justice  (displaying  often  a  courage  and  fidelity  to  each  other 
worthy  of  a  better  cause),  that  the  secret  features  of  the  fraterni- 
ties we  are  now  discussing  take  men  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  powers  that  be  alid  tend  to  put  them  above  the  laws.  It 
must  be  remembered  that  ignorance  and  vice  go  hand  in  hand, 
and  enlightenment  and  virtue  are  nearly  as  inseparable.     But  we 
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are  not  on  our  defence.  No  tribunal  has  the  right  to  hear  and 
determine  in  this  cause.  And  so  we  conclude  with  the  confident 
hope  that  resistless  forces  will  some  day  turn  into  a  practical 
truth  the  poet's  fancy  of  the  '*  Brotherhood  of  man  the  federa- 
tion of  the  world."  •        J.  B.  G. 


THE  IMPOLICY  OF  THE  OPPOSITION  OF  COLLEGE 
OFFICIALS  TO  SECRET  FRATERNITIES. 

"Education,"  says  Paley,  "in  the  most  extensive  sense  of  the 
word,  may  comprehend  every  preparation  that  is  made  in  our 
youth  for  the  sequel  of  our  lives."  In  its  most  literal  sense,  it 
means  to  lead  or  draw  forth,  and  in  a  sense  hardly  less  restricted 
than  that  in  which  it  is  used  by  Paley,  it  is  generally  defined  to 
be  the  development  and  cultivation  of  the  physical,  intellectual 
and  moral  faculties. 

In  the  furtherance  of  this  education  the  Colleges  of  our  coun- 
try find  the  object  for  which  they  were  established  and  do  now 
exist.  Whatever  may  have  been  their  primary  meaning,  or  va- 
ried as  may  have  been  their  signification  in  different  stages  of  the 
past,  what  we  now-a-days  understand  by  Colleges  is,  institutions 
which  discipline  the  intellect,  establish  the  principles  of  charac- 
ter, and  regulate  the  heart.  In  a  word,  they  are  not  so  much 
schools  of  instruction  as  schools  of  education. 

The  benefits  derived  from  College  are  not  alone  confined  to  the 
study  and  lecture-room.  In  the  contact  of  bright,  well-furnished 
and  enquiring  minds,  whether  of  professors  or  students;  in  the 
intercourse  of  manl}',  high-toned,  generous,  virtuous  hearts;  in 
the  esprit  de  corps  of  a  College  community; — all  of  these  are 
means  of  improvement  and  culture;  for  many  a  man  the  best 
means.  Many  read  more  readily  and  intelligently  and  profoundly 
from  the  book  of  human  nature  than  from  a  text-book,  and  often- 
times those  who  are  longest  and  widest  awake  in  the  genial  flow 
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of  witty  and  instructive  and  ennobling  converse  are  the  first  to 
fall  asleep  over  Euclid  and  Homer  and  mental  and  moral  philos- 
ophy. 

The  amount  taken  in  by  adsorption  in  College  life  is,  not  un- 
frequently,  more  than  that  imparted  by  direct  teaching.  And 
surely  ve  will  not  be  understood  as  undervaluing  an  academic 
course  and  academic  honors  when  we  say  that  the  best  furnished 
men,  in  all  that  which  constitutes  a  true  education,  are  not  al- 
ways those  who  leave  College  with  the  highest  academic  distinc- 
tions. 

It  being  true  that  Colleges  do  not  depend  entirely  for  their  ed- 
ucational advantages  upon  a  prescribed  course  of  instruction,  or, 
if  they  do  theoretically,  that  practically  they  may  be  and  are  im- 
mensely benefited  by  other  aids  which  are  always  right  at  hand 
or  can  be  had  at  once,  it  follows  that  it  is  most  wise,  if  not  im- 
perative, for  Boards  of  Trustees  and  Faculties  to  recognize  and 
foster  all  such  agencies  as  help  on  to  the  object  at  which  Colleges 
aim.  One  such  instrumentality,  Literary  Societies,  is  generally 
allowed  and  to  some  extent  encouraged;  another.  Secret  Frater- 
nities, is  not  only  generally  discouraged,  but  In  many  cases  abso- 
lutely prohibited.  To  show  that  Secret  Fraternities  are  designed 
to  further  the  highest  educational  interests  of  Colleges,  and  that 
they  do  it,  for  the  most  part,  and  hence  to  demonstrate  the  im- 
policy of  their  discouragement  and  proscription  by  College  au- 
thorities, is  the  purpose  of  this  article. 
JC  Ii^  3-  general  way,  it  may  be  said  that  the  object  of  Secret  Fra- 
ternities is  to  combine,  in  a  real  and  earnest  brotherhood,  the 
choicest  material  of  a  school  for  social,  intellectual  and  fraternal 
intercourse.  To  accomplish  this  end,  effort  is  made  to  secure  the 
very  best  men.  No  one  can  apply  for  membership.  Each  chosen 
one  has  been  the  subject  of  the  closest  scrutiny.  He  undergoes 
no  examination  before  an  Academic  Board  as  thorough  and 
searching  as  this.  Indeed,  the  Academic  Board  only  concerns 
itself,  as  a  general  thing,  with  his  intellectual  attainments,  whilst 
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this  select  board  questions  the  moral  and  social  man  as  well. 
Thus  a  high  standard  of  excellence  is  established  over  and  above 
any  in  connection  with  the  College  proper.  Nine-tenths  of  our 
students  are  willing  and  anxious  to  become  members  of  these 
Fraternities.  The  very  mysteriousness  which  their  secrecy  gives 
rise  to  is  a  great  fascination,  and  to  throw  around  them  this  charm 
is  the  only  reason  of  this  secrecy.  The  fact  that  they  are  select, 
exclusive  bodies ;  the  knowledge  that,  as  a  rule,  the  finest  men  and 
the  best  company  are  to  be  found  in  them;  the  appreciation  of 
the  benefits  that  result  from  such  influential  and  mutual  associa- 
tions ; — all  this  tends  to  give  them,  and  well  it  may,  a  very  high 
value  in  the  estimation  of  young  men. 


^T"  In  a  measure,  the  students  are  candidates  for  this  honor,  and 
the  success  of  their  candidacy  depends  upon  their  approach  to 
the  standard.  They  recognize  that  they  are  under  a  close  supers 
vision,  that  the  position  they  occupy  in  their  classes,  the  charac- 
ter of  their  associates,  their  personal  deportment,  the  promise 
they  give  of  future  attainments  and  standing  and  influence, — 
that  all  this  is  being  discussed  and  considered  and  weighed. 
If  fortunate  enough  to  pass  this  ordeal  successfully  and  stand  ap- 
proved, they  are  admitted  into  surroundings  which  but  increase 
their  responsibility.  They  must  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the 
confidence  and  esteem  which  have  been  placed  in  them,  they 
must  uphold  the  reputation  of  an  organization  which,  being  se- 
cret, can  only  be  judged  of  by  the  walk  and  work  of  its  mem- 
bers, they  must  contribute  their  part — in  the  way  of  College 
honors  earned  and  social  distinctions  attained  and  gentlemanly 
bearing  enacted — to  the  common  treasury,  for  such  trophies  are 
its  most  precious  property,  the  illustrious  deeds  of  its  members, 
the  ornaments  that  adorn  and  distinguish  the  Fraternity.  These — 
character,  class-standing,  social  position,  gentlemanly  deport- 
ment— constitute  the  ivealth  of  a  Secret  Fraternity. 

What  powerful  incentives,  then,  such  Societies  are  to  diligent 
application,  honorable  conduct,  and  a  fair  name !  What  real  aids 
they  are  to  College  government,  discipline  and  culture!     How 
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much  they  do  towards  making  students,  scholars,  gentlemen  and 
brothers!  How  many  and  bright  the  jewels  they  put  in  that 
crown  which  encircles  the  brow  of  Alma  Mater!   

We  will  not  take  the  time  to  dwell  upon  thefimportant  part 
that  SecretJ  Fraternities  play  in  bringing  about  and  making  per- 
manent the  friendliest  relations  between  institutions  of  learning; 
nor  how  they  liberalize  men ;  nor  how  many  a  bright  but  weak 
youth  has  been  strengthened  and  rescued  and  made  a  real,  true 
man  by  being  held  up  and  advised  and  incited  by  fraternal  sym- 
pathy and  interest ;  nor  what  conservators  of  College  love  and 
attachment  Secret  Fraternities  are  in  the  blessed  memories  that 
gather  around  the  priceless  associations  of  the  past.  "  But  we 
must  stop  for  a  moment  to  consider  a  single  objection. 

It  is  said  that  Secret  Fraternities  do  not  always  produce  such 
favorable  results — that  among  their  numbers  are  many  ignorant, 
immoral  and  worth]o-,s  ones — that  sometimes  they  are  elements 
of  discord  and  tron' jle.  It  is  a  fair  answer  to  respond,  that  Col- 
leges do  not  always  accomplish  what  they  attempt  or  propose. 
<  They  do  not  s(  u/out  every  student  a  scJiolar.  But  their  use  far 
exceeds  their  abuse,  and  this  is  enough  to  establish  their  value, 
and  this  is  all  that  need  be  claimed  for  Secret  Fraternities. 

In  theory,  they  are  just  what  they  have  been  described  as  be- 
ing; in  practice,  they  generally  subserve  high  and  useful 
ends.  A  fact,  living  and  patent,  that  proves  this  is,  that  in  their 
constituency  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  finest  scholars  and 
highest  characters  whose  names  grace  College  rolls  will  be  founa. 
The  argument  of  this  fact  is  unanswerable. 

We  ask,  then,  is  such  an  agency,  reaching,  in  its  far-stretching 
ramifications,  every  part  of  the  intellectual,  moral  and  social  life 
of  a  College,  to  be  discouraged,  nay, /r^.ym<^r<^.^  Rather,  is  it 
not  in  accord  with  the  truest  policy,  even  more,  with  the  very 
idea  and  aim  of  a  College  itself,  that  such  a  means  of  education 
be  digjtified  by  all  the  protection  and  encouragement  with  which  . 
the  custodians  and  constituted  authorities  of  educational  institu- 
tions can  invest  it? 
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QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP. 

If  our  Fraternity  Is  to  exercise  an  influence  beyond  the  con- 
fines of  her  several  chapters,  she  must  of  necessity  select  good 
material  out  of  which  to  raise  a  superstructure  which  shall  do 
lasting  credit  to  her  and  her  teachings.  Hasty  judgments,  per- 
sonal bias  for  or  against,  name,  fame,  position — all  these  are  al- 
lurements to  which  we  are  all  subject  when  we  consider  the 
qualifications  of  a  man  for  membership.  We  are  too  apt  to  grasp 
the  external  glitter;  to  generalize  upon  premises  too  meagre  and 
indefinite;  in  fine,  to  catch  at  something  and  grasp  nothing.  Let 
us  be  ever  calm  and  watchful;  let  us  dive  deep  into  a  man's  true 
nature  before  we  confer  the  blessing;  let  us  base  our  decision 
upon  positives — not  upon  negatives. 

A  man  must  stand  a  test  as  severe  as  is  consistent  with  our 
natural  frailty;  he  must  be  judged  by  the  highest  standard,  tem- 
pered with  a  minimum  of  mercy;  we  must  present  a  member  to 
the  world  who  will  help  us  to  preserve  a  bold,  aggressive  front; 
not  one  who  can  only  act  on  the  defensive.  Let  us  make  no 
apologises  for  our  work  or  workers;  our  mission  on  earth  draws 
to  a  close  when  Alpha  Tau  Omega  finds  herself  obliged  to  (3ffer 
excuses  for  any  of  her  sons. 

A  feeling  of  friendship  for  a  man  may  often  be  based  upon 
gratitude  for  personal  favors  received;  upon  a  thousand  and  one 
acts  which  have  no  connection  with  mankind  in  general,  but  have 
only  a  local,  personal,  temporary  significance.  Judgments  based 
upon  such  conditions  as  these  must  be  valueless,  as  far  as  the 
grand  organic  unity  of  our  Fraternity  is  concerned.  They  are 
only  valuable  as  between  one  individual  and  another;  they  are 
to  be  cast  aside  when  regard  is  had  to  a  man's  qualifications  for 
membership.  Love,  producing  its  beneficent  results,  7nay  have 
the  world  for  its  sphere  of  operation ;  out  the  man  of  foresight 
sees  often  the  true  essence  of  love  sadly  deficient  in  a  soul  which 
seems  within  its,  narrow  limits  all  nobility  and  greatness.     Let 
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us  have  great,  big  hearted  men;  men  who  can  be  pillars  of  our 
noble  edifice,  and  show  to  the  world  that  vigorous  manhood  and 
merciful  tenderness  go  hand  in  hand. 

It  is  well  also  to  weigh  carefully  all  the  evidence  brought  for- 
ward with  regard  to  the  qualifications  of  candidates  for  member- 
ship. Birth,  unaccompanied  by  all  that  makes  birth  of  value, 
should  not  be  a  man's  passport  to  A.  T.  i2.  and  her  benefits.  The 
cultivation  of  the  soul — its  broadening,  its  expanding  influences 
over  the  entire  range  of  human  thought  and  sentiment — must 
form  the  solid,  substantial  foundation  upon  which  all  nobility  of 
character  must  rest.  Without  a  noble,  generous,  chivalric  soul 
within,  a  plausible,  specious  exterior  is  but  a  mockery  and  a 
sham,  which  must  not  delude  us  into  hasty  action. 

Of  all  the  qualities  absolutely  essential  to  a  true  member,  first 
and  foremost  stands  generosity — a  generosity  that  has  spontaneity 
as  its  characteristic  element;  a  generosity  which  knows  zvhen  to 
do,  where  to  do,  and  hoiv  to  do.  Intelligence,  vigor,  solidity — 
all  are  valueless  unless  made  spiritual  and  divine  by  the  life-giv- 
ing warmth  of  a  heart  that  beats  responsive  to  the  dictates  of  a 
generous  nature.  No  cool,  calculating,  ''highly  moral"  men  are 
needed  in  our  ranks;  if  we  are  to  assist  one  another,  let  us  do 
it  in  a  whole-souled,  free-hearted  way.  Let  the  act  be  spontaneous, 
and  subject  to  no  laws  of  the  head,  but  only  to  the  highest  im- 
pulses of  our  noblest  self.  We  need  and  must  have  men  who 
can  thrust  forth  their  strong  arms,  and  help  those  w4io  need  com- 
fort and  assistance — who  can  give  up  self  utterly  when  self-abne- 
gation is  necessan^jlf  an  A.  TTQ.  requires  encouragement  and 
aiHTgi'^sp  the  opportunity  for  doing  a  noble  act;  pull  him  through 
the  narrow,  dangerous  places,  because  your  own  nature  tells  you 
that  it  is  a  generous  and  God-like  thing  so  to  do.  Let  us  seek 
men  who  never  hesitate  to  put  forth  their  highest  exertions  to 
make  the  lives  of  their  fellow-men  brighter  and  happier.  Such 
natures  are  the  realization  of  God's  highest  purpose,  and  from 
the  depths  of  such   hearts  are  we  to  draw  our  highest  inspira-" 
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tion.  The  grand  fruition  of  all  our  hopes,  our  aims  and  endeavors 
for  A.  T.  Q.  will  be  reached  when  she  obtains,  generosity,  true 
nobility  and  manhood  in  each  and  every  soul  admitted  within 
her  ranks; — then,  and  then  only,  will  her  life-work  be  accom- 
plished. 

P. 

Tennessee  Omega. 


OUR   RITUAL. 


An  Open  Letter  from  Rt.  Rev.  C.  T  Quint ar d  [Tenn.  Q)  to  Rev. 
Otis  A.  Glazebrook  ( Va.  A.). 

To  the  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook  : 

Rev.  and  Dear  Brother : — I  feel  a  deep  and  sincere  interest 
in  the  success  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  which  has 
had  a  chapter  at  the  University  of  the  South  for  some  years,  and 
which,  through  your  instrumentality,  has  been  officially  recog- 
nized by  the  authorities  of  that  institution.  And  I  take  the  lib- 
erty of  addressing  you  an  "open  letter"  on  one  or  two  points 
which  I  deem  of  considerable  importance  to  the  Fraternity. 

The  Ritual  of  the  Fraternity  was,  I  doubt  not,  adopted  after 
very  grave  and  careful  examination.  It  is,  so  far  as  I  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  it,  simple  and  appropriate. 

In  common  with  all  societies  like  ours,  and  all  benevolent  asso- 
ciations, certain  rites  and  ceremonies  are  essential.  Now,  in  our 
Fraternity  these  rites  and  ceremonies  are  at  once  solemn,  beauti- 
ful and  reverent;  but  there  are  certain  things  which  are  essential 
to  their  proper  presentation,  about  which  I  desire  to  say  a  few 
words. 

The  first  thing  that  I  note  is  d.  fitting  areJdtectiiral arrangement  of 
our  Halls.  That  is  one  essential  to  a  decent  ceremonial.  Another 
is  a  comely  regalia — not  necessarily  an  expensive  or  a  costly  regalia, 
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but  more  real  and  true  and  beautiful  than  the  tinsel  trappings 
which  are  usually  paraded  by  various  societies  before  the  public. 
The  badges  might  be  of  iron  or  copper,  but  let  them  be  wrought 
out  on  the  anvil  of  truth  by  the  hammer  of  beauty.  Anything 
cheap  or  mean  in  costume  or  regalia  will  surely  degrade  and  be- 
little the  Fraternity.  Then  there  is  another  most  important  mat- 
ter— the  officers  of  every  chapter  should  be  perfectly  familiar  with 
the  Ritual.  There  should  never  be  any  hesitation,  or  halting,  or 
prompting.  A  fitting  architecture,  a  comely  and  expressive  re- 
galia, a  proper  and  faithful  rendering  of  our  prescribed  ceremo- 
nial, will  go  far  to  recommend  our  Fraternity  to  the  support  of 
thoughtful  and  earnest-minded  men. 

^  In  my  opinion^  eveiy  College  in  the  land  zvould  be  benefited  by 
having  a  chapter  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  attached  to 
it.  But  if  we  would  commend  our  Order,  we  must  see  to  it 
that  it  is  presented  in  all  its  reverent  beauty,  and  with  a  ceremo- 
nial at  once  grand,  solemn  and  attractive.  I  am  sure  you  will 
concur  with  me  in  these  thoughts  which  I  have  thrown  together 
because  I  sincerely  desire  the  well-being  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Fraternity,  which,  in  this  University,  has  commended  itself  to  the 
authorities  by  the  high  character  and  scholarship  maintained  by  its 
members^  and  the  zvholesome  influence  exerted  through  them  upon 
all  students  of  this  institution. 

I  am  yours,  with  all  good  wishes,  and  in  the  bonds  of  ./.  T.  /i., 
Very  faithfully, 

C.  T.  QuiNTARD,  Bishop  of  Tennessee. 
University  of  the  South,  Sezvanee,  Tenn. 
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VIRGINIA  ALPHA. 

Editor  Palm: 

Your  letter  reached  me  a  few  days  ago.  *  *  *  You  are  well 
enough  acquainted  with  the  life  of  a  V,  M.  I.  cadet  to  know  that 
he  is  very  seldom  encumbered  with  a  superfluity  of  the  vulgar 
dross  whose  love,  we  are  told  in  Holy  Writ,  is  the  root  of  all 
evil. 

For  that  reason,  I  have  been  unable  as  yet  to  secure  subscrip- 
tions to  the  Palm  from  the  members  of  our  chapter;  but  I  can 
assure  you  that  we  all  feel  the  keenest  interest  in  the  new  enter- 
prise the  High  Council  has  undertaken  for  the  good  of  the  Fra- 
ternity, and  that  every  member  of  this  chapter  will  undoubtedly 
become  a  subscriber  to  the  Palm,  and  that,  too,  very  soon. 

I  grieve  to  report  that  the  Virginia  Alpha  is  not  in  as  good 
a  condition  this  session,  numerically,  as  usual,  several  causes 
having  operated  against  us.  The  Institute,  I  regret  to  say,  is 
suffering,  like  so  many  of  her  sister  Colleges  in  the  South,  from 
her  diminished  number  of  students.  But  that  is  not  the  only  (or 
even  chief)  cause  of  our  small  chapter. 

There  are  a  number  of  other  Fraternities  in  the  Institute  com- 
peting with  us,  but  in  spite  of  that,  we  could  easily  maintain  our 
usual  membership  (even  with  a  still  smaller  Corps  to  select  from), 
if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  that  most  of  these  Fraternities  have  a 
pernicious  habit  of  "badging"  a  man  apparently  before  they 
know  anything  of  him,  and  before  he  has  had  a  chance  to  ascer- 
tain anything  as  to  their  membership  or  general  object;  and  as 
our  chapter  does  not  work  on  that  principle,  we  often  lose  good 
material.  Their  plan  seems  to  be  to  catch  them  all,  as  then 
they  will  be  sure  to  secure  a  few  good  men;  while  our  principle 
is,  as  you  know,  to  let  all  go  rather  than  be  precipitate  and  get, 
in  consequence,  an  indifferent  recruit. 

But  if  our  chapter  is  small  this  session,  it  is  not  one  whit  be- 
hind any  chapter  in  affection  for  A.  T.  /2.,  or  in  zeal  for  her  cause. 
Nor  have  we  suffered  the  honored  name  of  the  Virginia  Alpha 
to  be  tarnished  one  iota.  Her  stand  in  the  estimation  of  all 
around  her  is  as  high  as  ever,  and  we  intend  that  it  shall  con- 
tinue so. 

Our  chapter  numbers  only  five  as  yet,  viz:  W.  L.  McGavock, 
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Dublin,  Va.,  of  the  first  class;  W.  H.  Price,  Jefferson  City,  Mo., 
and  Jos.  K.  Alstoii,  Winnsboro,  S.  C,  of  the  second  class;  R.  P. 
Gilham,  Richmond,  Va.,  of  the  third  class;  and  Arthur  Lee, 
Richmond,  Va.,  of  the  fourth  class. 

Bro.  McGavock  was  awarded  the  debator's  medal  in  the  "  Ca- 
det" Society  last  session.  Bro.  Gilham  was  first  distinguished  in 
his  class,  and  has  now  the  highest  (military)  office  in  his  class. 
Two  of  our  chapter  graduated  last  session,  viz:  Bro.  R.  L.  Rob- 
ertson, of  Charlottesville,  Va.,  who  was  ''first  distinguished'^'  and 
first  Captain  in  the  Corps  of  Cadets,  and  who  also  received  the 
"Cadet"  Society's  orator's  medal;  and  Bro.  W.  H.  Staley,  of 
Baltimore,  Md.,  who  was  2d  Lieutenant  of  the  second  company. 
Bro.  Robertson  is  now  studying  medicine  at  the  University  of 
Virginia  and  Bro.  Staley  is  in  business  in  Baltimore.  Bro.  J.  Q. 
Lovell,  graduate  class  '79,  is  studying  law  at  the  University  of 
Louisiana.  Bros.  J.  C.  Staley  and  C.  VV.  Warwick  expect  to  go 
to  the  University  of  Virginia.  Bro.  J.  H.  McCord,  who  was 
''first  distinguished''  graduate  of  the  class  of  'y'^,  as  also  2d  Cap- 
tain in  the  Corps  of  Cadets,  i§  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Bro.  C.  W. 
Kollock,  graduate  class  '73,  is  studying  medicine  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania. 

General  F.  H.  Smith,  Superintendent,  recently  addressed  the 
Corps  on  the  subject  of  " liazing','  and  requested  the  co-opera- 
tion of  all  cadets  in  having  the  practice  stopped.  A  committee 
is  now  engaged  drafting  resolutions  to  that  effect  for  publication. 
There  has  not  been  a  single  instance  since  of  maltreatment  of 
a  new  cadet,  and  it  is  confidently  believed  that  there  will  never 
be  another  case,  as  the  opinion  of  the  Corps  on  the  subject  is  so 
well  understood. 

am  sorry  that  I  am  not  able  to  send  you  a  more  interesting 
letter,  but  really  I  have  been  under  such  a  pressure  of  Institute 
duties  that  I  have  not  had  the  time  to  gather  any  news.  So 
please  excuse  me  now,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  better  in  the 
future. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  IJ., 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  Correspondent. 

\.  

VIRGINIA  BETA. 

Editor  Pabn : 

It  would  be  most  remiss  in  us  did  we  fail  to  give  you  all  the 
assistance  which  the  **old  Beta"  chapter  can  afford  in  this  your 
attempt  to  establish  a  journal,  which,  we  hope  and  firmly  believe, 
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if  under  wise  control,  will  be  the  life  and  soul  of  the  noble  Order 
it  is  designed  to  represent.  With  great  pleasure,  therefore,  do 
we  respond  to  the  appeal  made  by  Bro.  Anderson,  our  energetic 
and  well-deserving  leader  in  this  good  move,  fully  appreciating 
the  difficulties  he  has  to  contend  with,  and  the  labor  necessary 
to  accomplish  the  great  end  he  has  in  view,  not  doubting  that 
such  zeal  will  be  crowned  with  success. 

With  a  view  to  assisting  in  this  enterprise,  I  shall  attempt  to 
give  such  information  concerning  the  old  Beta  chapter  as  may 
prove  interesting  to  your  readers.  First,  let  me  say  that  I  am 
very  proud  of  being  a  member  of  this,  the  next  oldest,  chapter  of 
the  Fraternity,  and  still  prouder  of  the  good  reputation  made  for 
it,  and  which,  I  am  glad  to  say,  is  still  sustained  by  its  present 
members,  both  in  their  intercourse  with  their  fellow-students  and 
with  the  citizens  of  Lexington. 

The  alumni  of  this  chapter  may  be  found  in  the  front  rank  in 
the  battle  of  life.  Flaving  taken  the  lead  in  college,  they,  as  a 
rule,  have  kept  it  ever  since. 

The  number  of  active  members  has  been  very  much  reduced 
in  the  last  few*  years,  owing  to  the  great  reduction  in  the  number 
of  students  at  Washington  and  Lee  University. 

A  few  years  back  there  were  upwards  of  four  hundred  students 
in  the  University.  This  year  there  are  not  a  hundred,  and  neces- 
sarily our  number  has  diminished.  This  session  we  have  only 
four  active  members  in  the  chapter,  all  of  whom  are  old  members. 
We  hope  to  add  to  our  number  ere  long,  but  find  this  particu- 
larly hard  to  accomplish  this  year,  there  being  such  a  small 
amount  of  material  to  choose  from,  and  so  many  Fraternities 
expecting  to  be  sustained  by  this  meagre  supply.  This  supply 
might  meet  the  demands  of  us  all  were  it  composed  of  good 
men;  but  that  is  another  great  trouble  with  which  we  have  fo 
contend.  There  are  nine  Fraternities  represented  here,  five  to 
which  number  are  in  active  operation;  and  these  have  to  be  sup- 
ported hy  ninety  students.  Judge,  then,  what  the  chances  are  for 
sustaining  a  large  and  flourishing  chapter,  when  there  are  so 
many  choosing  and  so  few  from  whom  to  choose. 

Under  these  circumstances,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  better  to  allow  the  chapter  to  remain  as  small  as  it  is  than 
to  attempt  to  increase  our  quantity  at  the  expense  of  our  quality, 
which  seems  to  be  the  aim  of  some  of  our  competitors.  Yet  we 
do  not  feel  discouraged ;  and  I  think  I  may  say  we  hold  our  oivn 
very  well. 

To  give  an  idea  of  our  relative  stand  with  regard  to  numbers, 
I  will  add  a  list  of  the  several  Fraternities  represented  here,  and 
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the\umbe/  at  present  in  each:  The  ./.  T.  i?.,  4;  B.  f).  //.,  i ;  2'. 
X,  5V.  ^.  I<-^  6;  J.  r.,  5;  ^.  a;  r.,  2;  2'  ./.  /v.,  4;  6.  J.  A., 
i;   A.X'.,  I. 

It  is  indeed  an  "early  bird  that  catches  the  worm"  here;  but 
he  finds  out  often,  alas!  when  too  late,  that  his  worm  does  not 
agree  with  him. 

We  have  not  as  yet  proved  to  be  this  unfortunate  bird,  and  I 
hope  we  may  never.  We  appreciate  that  there  is  strength  in 
numbers,  but  feel  that  there  are  many  other  things  to  be  con- 
sidered besides ;  zee  would  keep  the  cJiaptef  pure,  even  if  it  be  at 
the  cost  of  its  life. 

There  is  one  great  advantage  which  our  chapter  has  over  the 
other  Fraternities  in  this  University,  and  that  is,  it  has  a  Hall, 
neatly  if  not  elegantly  furnished,  which  is  under  the  exclusive 
control  of  A.  7"s — being  used  jointly  by  us  and  the  ''A''  chapter. 

Ours  is  the  only  Fraternity  in  Washington  and  Lee  University 
which  has  the  exclusive  use  of  a  LLall — a  privilege  we  have  enjoyed 
for  many  years. 

We  shall  do  all  in  our  power  to  be  represented  in  the  next 
Congress.  Our  delegate  will  probably  be  Bro.  Thomas  Barrett, 
of  Georgia,  who  now  occupies  the  position  of  Worthy  Master  in 
our  chapter. 

Two  of  our  members  are  in  the  law  school;  the  others  are 
taking  the  academic  course. 

I  add  a  few  Personals,  which  are  all  that  I  could  collect  on  the 
short  notice  I  had. 

John  Gadsden,  Jr.,  C.  E.,  '73-74-75,  is  doing  well  as  a  farmer 
near  Charleston,  S.  C. — so  much  so  that  he  has  taken  to  himself 
a  "better-half" 

M.  W.  Paxton,  A.  B.,  '74-75-76,  has  recently  moved  to  Mis- 
souri, and  is  farming  in  that  State. 

E.  D.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  '77-7'^,  is  building  up  a  fine  practice 
in  his  profession  at  Lexington,  Va. 

John  Fred.  Robertson,  '7^-77-7'^,  is  studying  medicine  in 
Charleston,  S.  C. 

W.  B.  McCluer,  A.  B.,  '77-78-79-80,  has  lately  moved  to 
Chicago,  and  from  last  accounts  is  doing  well  in  the  mercantile 
line. 

We  earnestly  hope  that  the  Palm  may  prove  a  success,  and 
you  may  count  on  the  "old  Beta"  to  afford  you  all  the  assistance 
in  her  power  in  furtherance  of  this  great  end. 
Yours  in  //.  T.  /^., 

E.  M.  Gadsden,   Correspondent. 
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VIRGINIA  DELTA. 

Editor  Palm : 

This  chapter  hails  with  deh'ght  the  success  of  one  of  its  long- 
cherished  plans.  The  desire  to  see  established  a  Journal  like  the 
.7.  T.  Q.  Palm  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  movement  inaugurated 
by  us  last  spring  for  the  "called  meeting  of  Congress,  to  be  held 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  on  the  6th  of  July,  1880."  We  wrote  to  all 
the  chapters  throughout  the  South  and  West,  setting  forth  our 
reasons  for  such  meeting,  and  specifying  some  of  the  important 
matters  to  be  attended  to.  And  most  of  the  chapters  signified 
their  approval  of  our  designs,  and  cast  their  votes  therefor,  and 
the  result  of  their  action  in  the  premises  was  laid  before  the 
Worthy  Grand  Chief.  But  about  this  time  we  were  ably  repre- 
sented by  Bro.  Sylvanus  Stokes  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
High  Council,  when  suitable  measures  were  taken  by  that  body 
for  the  speedy  appearance  of  this  Journal.  Recognizing  the 
wisdom  of  the  High  Council  in  this  and  other  decrees  which 
affected,  in  great  part,  the  questions  proposed  by  us,  we  no  longer 
wished  a  called  meeting  of  Congress,  and  hence  withdrew  our 
application.  And  now  we  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  whole 
Fraternity,  but  especially  the  said  High  Council,  upon  the  good 
results  of  its  happy  and  timely  action.  Let  us  all  support  our 
Journal  in  every  possible  way,  both  by  prompt  subscription  and 
constant  contributions.  Our  chapter,  as  seen  above,  has  already 
evinced  its  concernment  by  the  lively  interest  taken  last  spring  in 
the  project.  But  we  consider,  in  all  things,  deeds  more  powerful 
than  words;  and,  in  this  case,  immediate  and  continued  action  is 
indispensable  to  success.  We  apply  this  to  ourselves,  and  so 
forward  at  once  our  subscriptions  and  contribution. 

Among  colleges  in  this  country  and  in  Europe  the  University 
of  Virginia  occupies  no  mean  place,  and  it  is  the  cynosure  of  all 
eyes  in  the  South.  Such  being  the  case,  our  whole  Order  must 
rejoice  to  hear  of  the  high  and  honored  stand  our  chapter  has 
always  had  among  Fraternities  here.  And  this  year,  too,  we 
start  with  the  brightest  prospect.  Our  chapter  is  large,  and  in- 
fluential among  others,  and  our  men  are  congenial  and  united. 
The  position  of  respect  and  acknowledged  worth  won  by  our 
predecessors  shall  be  sustained,  and  it  shall  be  our  endeavor  also 
to  leave  behind  us  a  proud  and  unsullied  record.  Never,  I  am 
told,  has  a  session  opened  with  greater  encouragement.  We  reap 
the  fruit  of  former  years,  and  shall  sow  the  seeds  of  labor  and 
toil   for   a    more   abundant   harvest.     We  began  with    ten    old 
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members,  and  have   made    two  initiations  thus    far,   as    shown 
below : 

1.  Addison,  John  H.,  Va.  A.,  '80,  Richmond,  Va. 

2.  Anderson,  J.  Randolph,  Va.  J.,  '79,  Savannah,  Ga. 

3.  Eustis,  Willie  C,  Va.  J.,  '80,  Washington,  D.  C. 

4.  Faison,  Walter  E.,  N.  C.  X.,  '72,  Clinton,  N.  C. 

5.  Mallory,  John,  Va.  J.,  October,  '80,  Richmond,  Va. 

6.  Massie,  Eugene  C,  Va.  z/.,  '79,  University  of  Virginia. 

7.  Morris,  Thos.  N.  W.,  Va.  z/.,  'y^,  Trevilian's,  Va. 

8.  Norton,  J.  Keith,  Va.  J.,  '80,  Alexandria,  Va. 

9.  Owens,  William,  Va.  J.,  October,  '80,  Savannah,  Ga. 

10.  Robertson,  R.  Lindsay,  Va.  ./.,  'yy,  Charlottesville,  Va. 

1 1.  Renick,  Edward  J.,  Va.  E.,  '74,  Lewisburg,  W.  Va. 

12.  Stokes,  Sylvanus,  Va.  J.,  'yy,  Richmond,  Va. 

This  is  an  increase  of  two  over  last  session,  and  if  Bro.  J.  C. 
Staley  (Va.  A.)  comes  on  from  Baltimore,  as  is  expected,  the  ex- 
cess will  amount  to  three,  even  thus  early  in  the  session. 

Our  chapter  last  year  consisted  of  ten  associated  members, 
some  of  whom  have  returned. 

I  add  the  following  Personals : 

Bro.  Bailey  smokes  his  cigarettes  at  home  this  year.  How  are 
you  getting  on  with  your  *' Biographies,"  Bob?  Stop  by  to  see 
us  on  your  way  to  Congress! 

Bro.  Daniel,  who  waltzed  away  with  his  B.  L.  last  session  and 
tried  to  raise  a  moustache,  is  on  his  way  to  New  York  city,  where 
he  intends  to  hangout  his  *' shingle."    Give  her  my  love,  Walter! 

Bro.  St.  Claire,  the  titled  gentleman  of  '79  to  '80,  made  his 
little  M.  D.  It's  Mighty  Doubtful  now,  Jimmie,  but  hope  'twill 
soon  represent  a  Million  Dollars!     Call  to  see  us  then,  old  man! 

Bro.  Willis  not  yet  heard  from  officially.  Returns  from  the 
South  are  suspiciously  slow.  Who's  been  '*  stuffing"  you,  old  lady  ? 
Hope  you'll  be  elected! 

Bro.  Harrison  is  enjoying  himself  at  home,  we  presume,  where 
t!ie  murderous  mosquito  noddeth  in  the  noonday  glare  and 
soundeth  his  fiercest  battle-cry  at  the  approach  of  dewy  eve. 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  Bro.  Thomas  P.  Crawford, 
of  the  old  Virginia  Zeta,  who  was  associated  with  us  during  the 
session  of  '78-9.  He  died  at  his  home  on  the  lOth  of  last  July, 
from  brain  fever  contracted  in  New  York,  while  at  the  Columbia 
Medical  College.  He  was  a  most  intelligent  and  congenial 
brother,  whose  wit  and  humor  made  many  an  hour  fly  past  un- 
noticed.    Being  of   large    and  powerful    build,  he  won  several 
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medals  for  feats  of  strength  in  the  athletic  games  of  '78-9.  But 
hard  stutfy  and  close  confinement  wrought  their  work  of  death 
even  on  him.  In  his  death,  our  Fraternity  has  lost  a  member, 
noble  and  true,  and  we  have  been  bereft  of  a  brother,  trusted  and 
tried — our  dear  Bro.  Tom!     Rcqidescat  in  pace. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i2., 

Eugene  C.  Massie,  Correspondent. 


TENNESSEE   OMEGA. 

Editor  Palm: 

In  1877,  Bros.  John  Q.  Lovell  and  W.  S.  Lovell,  Jr.,  of  the 
Virginia  Alpha,  established  at  the  University  of  the  South, 
Sewanee,  Tennessee,  a  chapter  of  Alpha  Tau  Qmega,  which  re- 
ceived its  charter  as  the  "  Tennessee  Theta."  For  many  months 
it  was  under  the  ban  of  adverse  scholastic  laws,  which  retarded 
materially  its  progress.  A  few  resolute,  determined  men  upheld 
the  cause,  however,  adding  from  time  to  time  other  bold  and  vigor- 
ous spirits,  whose  loyalty  and  fidelity  added  life  and  vigor  to  the 
w^ork.  At  length,  in  1878,  through  the  efforts  of  the  more  in- 
fluential members,  the  laws  of  the  University  forbidding  the 
establishment  of  Fraternities  were  repealed,  and  the  Tennessee 
Theta  at  once  became  an  important  factor  in  University  life  and 
work.  Since  that  time  our  progress  has  been  steady  and  rapid; 
we  have  increased  in  numbers,  power,  influence;  we  have  now  a 
small  Hall  of  our  own,  which  has  lately  been  repaired  and  refitted ; 
our  sphere  of  usefulness  has  been  vastly  enlarged,  and  we  are, 
through  the  wise  guidance  of  our  corps  of  officers,  now  in  a 
position  of  assured  success.  In  1879  the  Tennessee  Theta,  by 
act  of  Congress,  became  Tennessee  Omega,  and  as  such  we  are 
known  to-day.  The  chapter  has  admitted  about  thirty-seven 
members,  selecting  with  great  care  and  caution  those  most  fitted 
by  nature  and  education  for  the  proper  fulfillment  of  the  duties 
of  membership.  Its  cautious  wisdom  has  not  been  valueless. 
The  Tennessee  Omega  furnished  four  of  the  five  graduates  at  our 
last  commencement:  Bro.  B.  L.  Wiggins  taking  the  degree  of 
Bachelor  of  Arts,  Bros.  McN.  DuBose,  L.  Wardlaw  Smith  and 
W.  C.  Conycrs  taking  each  the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Science. 
At  our  next  commencement  (August,  1881)  we  hope  to  secure  a 
still  more  creditable  position  in  the  scholastic  work  of  our  Uni- 
versity.    The  chapter  will  probably  present  two  candidates  for 
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the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  and  also  a  contestant  for  the  Greek 
and  Latin  medals  offered  in  the  Classical  Department.  *  In  addi- 
tion to  the  honors  secured  by  Tennessee  Omega  in  the  various 
departments  of  study,  we  have  cause  to  be  proud  of  the  recog- 
nition by  the  University  of  the  merits  of  our  members.  Bro. 
John  Gass,  now  in  the  Theological  Department  of  the  University, 
closed,  in  August  last,  a  most  successful  career  as  Proctor,  or 
manager  of  the  discipline  of  the  University.  His  successor,  Bro. 
McN.  DuBose,  will  achieve  a  pronounced  success,  we  doubt  not; 
for  he  has  Alpha  Tau  Omega  to  second  all  his  movements.  Bro. 
John  W.  Weber,  at  the  termination  of  his  career  as  a  student, 
received  the  appointment  of  mathematical  assistant  in  the  Uni- 
versity Grammar  School,  which  he  continues  to  hold  with  credit 
to  himself  and  his  chapter.  Bro.  B.  L.  Wiggins,  at  his  gradua- 
tion, occupied  the  position  of  assistant  to  the  professor  of  ancient 
languages,  and  is  eminently  successful  in  securing  the  attention 
and  enthusiasm  of  the  youthful  mind.  Of  our  ahimni  members 
I  shall  speak  more  fully  in  my  next  letter.  Bro.  C.  T.  Quintard, 
Episcopal  Bishop  of  Tennessee,  resides  at  Sewanee,  and  is  the 
bold  and  vigorous  champion  of  our  rights  on  each  and  every 
occasion.  His  duties  require  his  presence  elsewhere  during  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  year,  thereby  depriving  us  of  his 
counsel  and  guidance  in  many  matters  of  importance.  He  it  was 
who  first  secured  Tennessee  Theta  a  hearing  before  the  Board  of 
Trustees — a  service  for  which  we  are  all  deeply  thankful.  Bro. 
W.  S.  Lovell,  Jr.,  is  now  in  Mississippi,  where  he  has  just  entered 
upon  his  life-work  as  a  planter.  Our  good  wishes  for  his  health 
and  prosperity  shall  attend  him  wherever  he  may  go.  Bro.  John 
Q.  Lovell  has  returned  to  New  Orleans  to  complete  his  course  in 
the  Law  Department  of  the  University  of  Louisiana.  He  had  the 
misfortune  to  receive  a  severe  injury  on  his  trip  from  Sewanee  to 
New  Orleans,  but  at  last  accounts  was  doing  well. 

Before  I  close,  allow  me  to  transgress  the  strict  bounds  of 
Fraternity  propriety  in  commending  to  the  kindly  offices  of  each 
and  every  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Mr.  Davis  Sessums,  of  Sewanee,  a 
member  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  whose  unselfish  action  in  furthering 
the  interests  of  Tennessee  Omega  requires  this  public  acknowl- 
edgment at  my  hands.  We  shall  most  heartily  appreciate  any 
attention  shown  him  by  other  chapters  of  the  Order,  should  an 
opportunity  be  afforded  them. 

We  await,  with  pleasant  anticipation,  the  first  issue  of  the  Palm. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  il, 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent. 
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GEORGIA  ALPHA-BETA. 

Editor  Palm : 

The  Georgia  Alpha-Beta  is  in  a  splendid  condition,  with  a 
bright  future  awaiting  it.  We  have  at  present  ten  active  mem- 
bers; they  are  all  men  of  the  highest  character  and  Alpha  Taus 
of  the  truest  stamp.  Their  names  and  places  of  residence,  are  as 
follows:  C.  S.  Bondurant,  Augusta,  Ga.;  *W.  T.  Bennett,  Jeffer- 
son, Ga.;  "^W.  L.  Radney,  LaGrange,  Ga.;  J.  H.  Pitman,  LaGrange, 
Ga.;  D.  J.  Gaffney,  LaGrange,  Ga.;  *J.  T.  Malone,  Milledgeville, 
Ga.;  C.  I.  Groover,  Quitman,  Ga.;  *S.  Z.  Ruff,  Athens,  Ga.;  W. 
H.  Little,  Greenbush,  Ga.;  W.  A.  Dodson,  Smithville,  Ga.  Those 
whose  names  are  marked  thus  *  are  in  the  senior  class. 

We  have  a  fine  Hall,  well  furnished  for  the  comfort  of  the  chap- 
ter. Our  University  enjoys  a  fine  reputation  at  home  and  abroad. 
There  are  eight  Secret  Fraternities  here,  and  the  //.  7'.  ii.  stands 
second  to  none  of  them.  I  think  our  chapter  will  be  represented 
at  the  Congress  in  Macon  by  Bro.  C.  I.  Groover  and  myself 

Lwish  you  would  send  me  a  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  the 
Palm,  and  we  will  then  make  up  subscriptions,  and  forward  to 
you, at  once.  I  will  take  pleasure  in  assisting  you  in  securing 
subscriptions  and  advertisements  from  our  alumni  members. 

I  add  a  few  Georgia  Alpha-Beta  Personals,  as  follows:  W.  A. 
Hill,  professor,  Georgetown,  Ga.;  W.  H.  Malone,  farmer,  Smyrna, 
Ga.;  I.  L.  Candler,  professor,  Gainesville,  Ga.;  W.  M.  Ragsdale, 
lawyer.  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.;  J.  H.  Felker,  lawyer,  Monroe,  Ga.; 
A.  L.  Hawkins,  merchant,  Americus,  Ga.;  J.  M.  Wooten,  mer- 
chant, Albany,  Ga.  I  believe  I  have  no  further  news  to  commu- 
nicate. 

We  all  wish  the  fullest  measure  of  success  for  the  Palm,  and 
are  anxiously  awaiting  the  issue  of  the  first  number. 
Yours  in  //.   7'.  i^., 

J.  T.  Malone,  Correspondent. 


ALABAMA  ALPHA-EPSILON. 

Editor  Palm  : 

It  is  with  no  little  pleasure  that  we  appear  in  this,  the  first, 
issue  of  our  Fraternity  Journal,  bearing  greetings  from  the  single 
stronghold  of  our  noble  Brotherhood  upon  Alabama's  "classic 
soil."  And  as  all  the  chapters  and  our  alumni  are  now  to  dis- 
cuss, through  this  medium,  topics  of  common  interest,  you  may 
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consider  the  present  letter  as  introductory.  Accompanying  such 
an  introduction,  a  scrap  of  history  may  not  be  out  of  place. 

The  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon  was  established  December  i8th, 
1879,  by  our  esteemed  brother,  I.  L.  Candler  (Georgia  Alpha- 
Beta),  of  Gainesville,  Ga.,  who  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  work- 
ers in  our  holy  cause. 

At  its  very  birth  Fate  confronted  it  with  two  formidable  rivals, 
viz:  the  2'.  ./.  E.  and  0.  A.  6.,  who  for  several  years  had  been 
working  diligently,  but  who,  on  account  of  some  supposed  hostile 
measures  of  the  Faculty,  at  the  close  of  the  previous  session,  were 
at  that  time  almost  inactive. 

At  this  particular  juncture, ./.  T.  ^J.  quietly  insinuated  herself, 
and,  unobserved,  accumulated  that  force  which  was  destined  ere 
long  to  enable  her  not  only  to  cope  with  her  rivals,  but  to  wear 
the  victor's  crozun.  She  organized  with  thirteen  members,  and 
since  then  six  more  have  been  added  to  her  roll;  all  of  whom 
take  great  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Order.  We  have  been 
rapidly  increasing  in  popularity  ever  since  our  organization.  In 
the  anniversary  debate  of  the  two  literary  societies  last  April, 
three  of  the  six  debaters  were  Alpha  Taus,  and  an  Alpha  Tau 
was  elected  speaker  to  represent  one  of  the  literary  societies  at 
commencement.  Out  of  seven  Fraternity  men  chosen  speakers 
from  the  junior  class,  our  share  was  three;  and  five  out  of  nine 
of  the  sophomore  speakers  were  Alpha  Taus,  one  of  whom,  Bro. 
M.  S.  Stevens,  also  won  a  prize  as  best  speaker  of  another  section; 
and  another  of  our  members,  Bro.  J.  M.  Reid,  received  a  hand- 
some case  of  drawing  instruments  for  best  draughtsman  in  his 
class.  There  was  only  one  other  prize  awarded  this  class,  and 
that  was  won  by  a  Fraternity  man.  The  Alpha  Taus  all  seemed 
satisfied  with  their  proportion  of  these  honors.  These  are  the 
rewards  of  only  six  months'  work  against  two  well-organized 
chapters  of  other  Fraternities.  If  our  record  shall  be  as  bright 
in  the  future,  we  shall  send  out  over  Alabama  brilliant  stars  that 
will  illumine  all  the  walks  of  life,  and  reflect  credit  upon  our 
beloved  Order. 

At  the  close  of  last  session,  after  the  excitement  of  commence- 
ment was  over,  and  just  before  we  were  to  be  torn  away  from  the 
pleasant  attachments  of  the  session,  our  chapter  met  for  the  last 
time;  and  such  a  scene  of  hearty  congratulations  and  fraternal 
blessings  cannot  be  described,  and  can  only  be  imagined  by  those 
who  have  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  had  a  similar  experience. 

But  the  present  emotions  of  triumph  were  not  allowed  to 
hlind  us  as  to  our  future  duties.  The  prospect  for  the  next 
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session  was  thoroughly  discussed,  and  several  plans  were  agreed 
upon,  by  which  we  could  continue  our  work,  already  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  One  of  these  plans  was  to  fit  up  a  suitable  Hall 
during  the  vacation,  and  begin  the  next  session  that  far,  at  least, 
ahead  of  the  other  Fraternities  here.  This  work  will  soon  be 
accomplished.  We  will  have  a  very  comfortable  Hall,  with  the 
complete  outfit  of  regalia,  paraphernalia,  &c.,  which  will  add 
much  to  our  convenience,  as  well  as  to  the  beauty  and  solemnity 
of  our  ceremonies.  The  fact  that  we  have  now  a  habitation,  as 
well  as  a  name,  inspires  us  to  greater  exertion.  The  Alabama 
./.  A',  has  sent  out  two  graduates  to  engage  in  life's  battle.  Bro. 
B.  F.  Atkinson,  who  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.,  has  since 
begun  the  study  of  law,  and  will  soon  locate  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  Bro. 
A.  is  a  whole-souled  and  energetic  Alpha  Tau,  and  will  always 
be  delighted  to  meet  and  serve  the  brothers.  Bro.  J.  S.  N.  Davis, 
Jr.,  received  the  degree  of  B.  E.,  and  has  retired  to  the  quietude 
of  his  beautiful  home,  near  Gold  Hill,  Ala.,  where  he  has  engaged 
extensively  in  the  peach-growing  business.  Bro.  D.  is  an  active 
worker  in  our  cause,  and,  in  addition  to  his  many  other  good 
qualities,  is  the  most  generous  and  social  man  in  the  world.  He 
would  be  very  much  grieved  if  an  ./.  7'.  Q.  should  knowingly 
pass  his  home  without  partaking  of  its  hospitality. 

The  prospects  of  our  chapter  are  very  good;  the  members  are 
among  the  most  influential  men  in  College,  and  we  will  have  two 
honors,  beyond  a  doubt,  next  session.  Bro.  B.  B.  Ross  will  get 
the  first  in  the  literary  course,  and  Bro.  W.  N.  Acre  the  first  in 
the  scientific  course.  Nor  are  we  behind  in  the  line  of  military 
promotions,  having  a  captain  and  several  lieutenants  in  the  senior 
class,  and  standing  a  good  chance  for  the  highest  office  in  the 
junior  class.  These  distinctions,  in  addition  to  the  prizes  won 
last  session,  will  give  us  many  advantages  next  session.  Finally, 
in  a  word,  the  Alabama  A.  E.  is  firmly  established,  and,  having 
tasted  the  sweets  of  success,  will  suffer  nothing  to  cause  her  to 
loosen  her  foothold  or  to  slacken  her  energies. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  action  of  the  High  Council  in  estab- 
lishing the  Palm,  and  believe  it  will  be  to  the  best  interest  of  the 
Fraternity.  The  members  of  our  Order  have  heretofore  lacked 
a  thorough  acquaintance  with  one  another.  This  deficiency  our 
Journal  will  undoubtedly  supply.  And  as  the  heart  ever  sends 
forth  the  warm,  gushing  blood  to  invigorate  our  physical  being, 
so  the  Palm,  the  official  organ  of  the  A.  T.  /i.  Fraternity,  will 
ever  go  forth  invigorating  her  entire  organization  with  disinter- 
ested friendship  and  brotherly  love.     Then  let  every  brother, 
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with  warm  heart  and  ready  hand,  rally  to  its  support,  and  we  will 
soon  fully  realize  the  grand  purposes  for  which  our  noble  Order 
was  established. 

Yours  in  .7.  T.  Q.^ 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Correspondent. 

[This    Letter   was    received    just   before    the  present  session 
opened.-^— Ed.] 


We  present  in  our  fii-st  issue  "Chapter  Letters"  from  six  of 
our  chapters. 

We  regret  that  the  other  chapters  are  not  represented  at  this 
time.  We  hope,  however,  that  in  our  next  issue  we  may  be 
enabled  to  give  interesting  intelligence  from  those  chapters  which, 
from  one  cause  or  another,  are  delinquent  now. 


It  is  the  duty  of  every  chapter  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
select  a  "Correspondent,"  who  shall  write  a  chapter  letter  for 
every  issue  of  the  Palm.  See  our  remarks  on  the  "Chapter 
Letter"  in  this  number,  and  faithfully  carry  out  the  suggestions 
therein  made. 


What  are  those  brothers  doing  to  whom  Permits  for  new 
chapters  were  issued?  Bestir  yourselves,  brothers,  and  let  us 
hear  from  you.  The  Order  is  looking  to  you  for  aggressive  work, 
and  time  is  precious. 


Every  chapter  should  see  to  it  that  every  one  of  its  members 
procures  and  wears  the  badge  of  the  Fraternity. 


Our  next  Congress  will  meet  in  Macon^  Ga.,  on  Wednesday, 
the  29th  instant.  Let  there  be  a  full  representation  of  the  chap- 
ters, as  well  as  a  large  attendance  of  alumni-brothers. 

We  warrant  that  all  who  attend  will  enjoy  themselves. 
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EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


OUR  JOURNAL. 

It  seems  to  us  meet  and  right  that  the  first  words  we  write  in 
our  new  capacity  as  Editor  should  be  words  of  congratulation — 
congratulation  on  our  good  fortune  of  witnessing  to-day  the 
fruition  of  our  hopes  in  the  successful  establishment  of  our 
Journal.  Yes,  the  Journal,  about  which  we  have  heard  so  mnch 
said  in  the  past  few  years,  whose  appearance  has  been  so  long 
the  object  of  our  hopes,  whose  "potent  influence"  in  our  work 
has  so  often  been  the  theme  of  eloquent  appeals  from  zealous 
brothers — is  an  established  fact.  And  yet,  while  our  cheering 
outlook  furnishes  us  a  pleasant  and  fitting  theme  on  which  to 
write  our  introductory  editorial,  we  rather  consider  it  to  be  our 
duty  to  embrace  the  occasion  to  say  a  few  works  to  our  brothers 
(readers)  in  regard  to  their  duties  growing  out  of  the  establish- 
ment of  our  Journal.     We  therefore  beg  their  attention. 

The  task  set  before  us  is  a  mighty  one  and  a  laborious  one, 
but  is  also  a  glorious  one.  The  objects  of  this  Journal  have 
already  been  stated,  and  so  there  is  no  need  for  us  to  restate  them 
here.  The  question  that  concerns  us  most — that  vitally  concerns 
us  as  the  conductor  of  this  Journal,  is.  Now,  since  the  Journal 
has  an  existence,  shall  it  live?  No  argument  by  us  is  necessary 
to  establish  the  fact  of  the  desirableness — aye,  the  absolute  need — 
on  the  part  of  our  Fraternity  of  a  Journal.  All  are  agreed  now 
on  that  point.  But  wc  fear  we  do  need  to  argue  that  unless  it 
shall  receive  the  powerful  support  and  willing  aid  of  the  individ- 
ual members  of  the  Order,  it  must  of  necessity  be  shortlived. 

We  yield  to  no  Alpha  Tau  in  affection  for  our  Fraternity  or  in 
willingness  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  her  service,  and  we  stand 
probably  ahead  of  any  in   our  conviction   that  this  Journal  is 
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capable  (if  properly  supported)  of  exceeding  in  usefulness  any 
and  every  other  agency  employed  (or  that  can  be  employed)  by 
the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  to  disseminate  her  heaven-born 
principles.  But  while  this  is  our  position,  we  must  confess  that, 
single-handed^  we  cannot  hope  to  succeed  in  our  undertaking. 

We  require,  and  must  have,  the  united  support  and  willing 
assistance  of  our  brothers  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega.  There  is  a 
part  for  every  one  of  them  to  do  in  this  work,  and  every  one  is 
able  to  perform  it.  We  want  subscriptions,  and  we  want  contri- 
butions, and  we  want  advertisements;  but  we  want  more.  We 
want  every  member  of  the  Order  to  feel  that  he  has  a  special 
interest  at  stake  in  this  matter,  which  he  cannot  neglect  without 
inflicting  hurt  on  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  herself;  that 
his  individual  help  is  needed  in  promoting  the  success  and  use- 
fulness of  this  Journal. 

We  do  not  want  a  brother  to  think  that  he  has  done  his  whole 
part  when  he  shall  have  subscribed  to  the  Palni^  or  even  when  he 
shall  have  performed  this  duty  and  contributed  an  article  or  two 
to  its  pages  besides.  No;  that  is  not  enough,  though  it  is  a  good 
beginning.  We  want  him  to  go  at  once,  and  urge  other  brotJiers 
to  do  likezvise,  and  to  continue  urging  them  till  they  shall  have 
performed  their  whole  duty  in  the  premises.  We  want  every 
brother  to  keep  before  his  mind's  eye  the  noble  objects  of  our 
Journal,  and  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances  to  aid  us  in 
promoting  them,  and  to  realize  that  in  so  doing  he  will  be  con- 
tributing his  part  towards  the  accomplishment  of  the  Fraternity  s 
destiny^  and  will  be  fulfilling  then  (and  only  then)  the  solemn 
pledges  he  made  at  his  initiation  into  the  holy  mysteries  of  our 
Brotherhood.  These  are  the  duties,  dear  Brothers,  the  establish- 
ment of  our  Journal  imposes  w^on you,  one  and  all;  and  we  wish 
to  place  them  clearly  before  you  before  we  say  anything  else. 
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IMPORTANCE  OF  A  FULL  CONGRESS. 

In  view  of  the  rapidly-approaching  period  for  the  assembling 
of  our  Congress,  bur  duty  urges  us  to  say  a  few  words  by  way 
of  demonstrating  the  importance  of  every  chapter  having  a 
representative  at  the  meeting  of  that  body. 

We  make  three  arguments  for  a  full  representation: 

First.  Congress  is  the  law-making  power  of  our  Fraternity  and 
its  laws  must  and  do  govern  all  the  chapters  thereof 

It  is  composed  of  duly-qualified  delegates  from  the  several 
chapters  who  legislate  for  the  Order  at  large,  including  every 
chapter  of  the  same.  If  a  quorum  be  present — that  is  to  say, 
representatives  from  a  majority  of  the  active  chapters — such  laws 
as  Congress  may  enact,  provided  they  shall  receive  the  approval 
of  the  Worthy  Grand  Chief — such  approval  to  be  evidenced  by 
his  signature  and  the  Grand  Seal  of  the  Fraternity  affixed  there- 
to— will  be  binding  upon  every  single  chapter,  whether  or  not 
such  chapter  had  a  voice  in  making  them.  Now  these  laws  may 
or  may  not  prove  beneficial  to  a  given  chapter.  Those  who  help 
to  make  them,  without  doubt,  believe  they  are  needed,  and  that 
th6y  will  be  salutary,  and,  so  far  as  they  know,  are  desired  by  the 
Fraternity. 

But  suppose  there  be  unrepresented  at  the  Congress  a  chapter 
upon  which  the  enforcement  of  certain  laws  enacted  by  that  body 
shall  fall  heavily.  We  ask,  whose  fault  will  it  be  ?  Whose  but 
the  delinquent  chapter  which,  from  one  cause  or  another,  failed 
to  be  represented.  What  relief  can  it  obtain,  supposing  it  shall 
deserve  relief?  We  reply  none — none,  at  least,  till  the  next 
Congress  shall  convene,  when  it  may  have  an  opportunity  to  state 
its  particular  grievance  and  plead  for  relief. 

But  what  a  check  to  such  a  chapter's  work  might  not  this  long 
delay  cause?  What  a  loss  of  zeal  and  energy  might  it  not  occa- 
sion? And  what  is  worse  still,  these  requisites  to  a  chapter's 
success  may  never  be  recovered.    The  feeling  that  a  law  has  been 
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enacted  that  will  work  injuriously  to  their  chapter  might  cieate 
in  each  of  the  members  a  lukewarmness  (to  use  no  stronger  word) 
that  would  doubtless  mark  the  beginning  of  the  end  of  that 
chapter.  And  so  a  chapter  would  be  lost,  as  well  as  the  oppor- 
tunity, perhaps  forever,  of  working  a  field  rich  in  promises  for 
A.  T.  iL 

Secondly.  Among  the  duties  of  the  chapter,  no  one  is  more 
prominent  than  that  it  shall  be  represented  at  every  Congress. 
No  chapter  has  a  right  to  expect  success  until  it  shall  have  per- 
formed all  its  duties  and  fulfilled  all  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the*  Order;  and  hence  no  chapter  can  succeed  in  its 
work  or  be  an  honor  and  help  to  the  Fraternity  that  shall  fail  to 
perform  this  important  duty. 

Thirdly.  We  argue  that  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty  of 
sending  delegates  to  every  Congress,  on  the  part  of  every  chapter, 
results  in  incalculable  benefit  to  the  chapter  itself,  by  the  conse- 
quent infusion  i?ito  it  of  fresJi  interest  and  zeal.  Who  that  has 
been  in*  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of  our  Congress  and  has 
participated  in  the  joyous  and  fraternal  reunion  of  the  dear 
brothers  in  ./.  1\  Q.  there  assembled  but  has  had  his  zeal  for  the 
Brotherhood  increased  and  his  affection  for  every  Alpha  Tau 
grow  deeper  and  stronger?  We  do  not  believe  a  brother  ever 
returned  from  this  grand  periodical  gathering — either  to  his 
chapter  or  to  his  home — but  who  brought  back  with  him  memo- 
ries that  influence  him  for  good,  as  well  as  the  firmly- established 
conviction  that  our  work  is  not  in  vain. 

Now,  the  delegate  who  has  faithfully  represented  his  chapter 
in  the  grand  councils  of  the  Order,  and,  at  the  same  time,  has 
been  brought  face  to  face  and  heai't  to  heart  with  representative 
brothers  from  the  sister  chapters — who  has  heard  recited  the 
histories  of  the  several  chapters — their  trials  and  successes  or 
failures,  their  systems  and  methods  of  work — and  has  freely  in- 
terchanged views  with  those  about  him — returns  to  his  chapter 
better  equipped  for  work  than  when  he  left  it,  and  proceeds  at 
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once  to  lay  before  his  brothers  the  result  of  his  new  experience. 
His  chapter  recognizing  the  value  of  that  experience,  will  not 
be  slow  to  avail  itself  of  it.  '  Where  reform  is  needed,  there  it 
will  first  and  promptly  direct  its  attention,  and  correct  whatever 
is  amiss.  Where  excellencies  as  to  work  or  administration  have 
been  observed  in  other  chapters,  its  aim  will  be  to  introduce  and 
emphasize  their  methods.  But  there  is  no  need  to  enumerate 
the  many  good  effects  resulting  to  the  chapters  themselves  from 
the  attendance  upon  the  sessions  of  Congress  of  their  represen- 
tatives; they  are  patent  to  all  who  consider  the  matter.  1.  The 
truth  is,  we  can  hardly  measure  the  usefulness  of  our  Congress 
regarded  simply  as  a  means  of  reinvigorating  the  chapters ;  and 
if  this  were  its  single  object  and  aim,  its  value  and  importance 
would  be  immense,  and  would  justify  any  chapter  in  making  it 
a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  participate  in  it;  but  we  have 
shown  that  our  Congress  has  other  objects  and  duties. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  to  add  one  word.  Our  next  Congress 
ivill  meet  in  the  city  of  Macon,  Ga.,  on  Wednesday,  December  2gth, 
1880.  While  every  Congress  does  important  work  for  the  Order, 
this  Congress  will  have  specially  important  work  to  engage  its 
attention.  Subjects  that  concern  vitally  every  chapter  in  the 
P^raternity  will  be  brought  before  it,  and  on  their  issue  will  de- 
pend, in  no  small  degree,  the  continued  prosperity  and  usefulness 
of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity. 

It  behooves,  then,  every  chapter  to  see  to  it  that  its  best  mem- 
ber shall  be  appointed  to  represent  it  at  this  Congress,  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  member  who  shall  be  thus  honored  to  be  on 
hand  and  to  represent  his  chapter  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  It 
likewise  behooves  every  other  brother — whether  he  be  an  active 
or  an  alumnus  member — to  attend  this  Congress  if  he  can  possi- 
bly arrange  to  do  so,  for,  though  such  visiting  members  have  not 
the  right  to  vote  or  to  make  laws,  there  is  always  an  abundance 
of  work  for  them  to  do,  and  their  presence  and  oftentimes  valu- 
able counsel  always  contribute  greatly  to  the  success  of  the 
Congress. 
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OUR  NEW  OFFICIAL  REGISTER. 

Enquiries  are  constantly  made  as  to  the  progress  of  the  work 
of  compiling  the  new  Register.  We  are  requested  to  say  that 
the  standing  committee  charged  with  that  important  work  is  still 
engaged  in  its  arduous  task  of  collecting  nciv  and  correcting 
old  data,  and  that  as  soon  as  it  shall  have  obtained  a  reasonable 
degree  of  completeness  and  accuracy  in  the  work,  the  lopg  de- 
sired and  much  needed  revised  ""Official  Register  oi  the  Alpha 
Tau  Omega  Fraternity"  shall  be  issued. 

In  the  meantime,  we  would  urge  every  member  of  the  Fra- 
ternity to  contribute  his  quota  towards  hastening  the  publication 
of  the  work,  by  furnishing  the  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  An- 
nals (who  is,  ex  officio^  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  "Official 
Register")  every  item  of  information  concerning  himself^  as  well 
as  such  facts  concerning  otJier  members — whether  active  or 
alumni — as  may  be  in  his  possession. 

This  is  very  important. 


OUR  DEAD  CHAPTERS. 

We  regret  to  have  to  use  the  word,  but  we  must,  for  truth's 
sake.      We  have  dead  cJiapters^  alas !  too  many. 

It  matters  not  that  "causes  beyond  their  control"  operated  to 
kill  them,  the  fact  of  their  decease  remains  ;  and  we  want  to  know 
all  the  particulars  of  their  taking  off.  It  is  true  that  in  the  case 
of  most  of  these  unfortunate  sisters,  some  information  has  been 
gathered  after  a  long  period  of  the  most  laborious  and  almost 
incessant  search,  but  hardly,  in  a  single  instance,  have  the  data, 
as  collected,  been  altogether  satisfactory. 

The  Fraternity  needs  yet  to  be  enlightened  on  many  points, 
and,  as  her  organ,  the  Pabn  is  determined  to  spare  no  effort  to 
reniove  the  darkness  that  enshrouds  this  whole  matter.  It  is  not 
a  pleasant  business,  we  know,  this  melancholy  task  the  Palm  has 
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imposed  upon  itself  of  disinterring  the  bones  of  long  deceased 
chapters,  and  of  acting  the  double  part  of  coroner  and  adminis- 
trator. But  we  want  the  facts.  The  proximate  cause  of  the  death 
of  each  one  of  these  chapters  is  known,  but  we  are  not  content 
with  that ;  we  wish  to  go  back  of  that  and  ascertain,  if  we  can, 
what  circumstance,  or  combination  of  circumstances,  led  to  the 
catastrophe.  The  verdict  was  not  the  same  in  the  case  of  all 
these  dead  chapters.  We  purpose  now  calling  attention  to  the 
verdict  in  the  case  of  only  three,  deferring  to  some  future  time — 
when  there  shall  be  less  pressure  on  our  time  and  space — to 
notice  that  respecting  the  others. 

This  verdict  was,  '^Hostility  on  the  part  of  the  Faculty  or  Trustees!' 
But  what  was  back  of,  what /r^'^z/av/ that  hostility? 

This  question  we  would  like  to  ask  the  spirits  of  these  three 
dead  chapters  if  we  could  summon  them  to  the  stand  as  witnesses. 
Are  you  quite  sure  that,  always  and  under  all  circumstances,  you 
practiced  the  teachings  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  seeks  to  inculcate  ? 
Do  you  affirm  that  the  cardinal  principles  of  our  Order  found 
their  fulfillment  in  your  lives?  that  your  banner  bearing  her  sub- 
lime motto  was  always  carried  aloft?  Aye,  these  be  pregnant 
questions,  and  we  would  have  them  answered,  wholly  and 
explicitly. 

We  make  no  charges.  We  have  no  grounds  for  charges.  We 
desire  simply  to  get  at  the  true  "inwardness"  of  this  matter.  The 
Fraternity  wants  solid,  substantial  facts,  and  until  she  has  them 
we  shall  continue  our  work  of  disinterment. 


AN  EXAMPLE  OF  PLUCK. 

We  do  not  propose  or  wish  to  detract  one  iota  from  the  good 
name  of  any  chapter  in  the  Fraternity  by  what  we  are  going  to 
say;  nor  shall  we  make  offensive  comparisons.  But  one  of  our 
chapters  presents  such  a  spectacle  of  zeal,  spirit,  backbone,  while 
struggling  against  almost  insuperable  difficulties,  that  we   feel 
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compelled  thus  publicly  to  mention  her  and  to  hold  her  up  as  an 
example.     We  allude  to  that  noble  old  Virginia  Beta. 

For  many  years  her  lot  was  a  joyful  one  and  the  envy  of  many 
a  chapter  in  our  own  Fraternity  as  well  as  of  other  Frater- 
nities. She  then  had  her  full  complement  of  members,  and  there 
stood  always  within  her  reach  as  many  and  as  choice  recruits  as 
her  needs  required  or  as  any  institution  in  the  land  could  offer. 
Located  within  the  walls  of  the  historic  Washington  and  Lee 
University,  with  old  and  experienced  hands  to  guide  her  and 
numerous  sons  to  do  her  bidding,  her  course  lay  smooth  and 
straight;  and  she  saw,  or  thought  she  saw,  nothing  ahead  but 
success  and  ultimate  triumph.  But,  alas!  there  were  breakers 
ahead,  though  she  knew  it  not.  After  enjoying  unprecedented 
prosperity  for  years,  the  crash  came — the  crash  that  so  many  of 
our  Southern  colleges  felt,  but  which  fell  on  none,  apparently,  so 
heavily  as  on  this  grand  old  school.  Business-houses  and  large 
corporations  failed.  Commerce,  Agriculture  and  all  the  Industrial 
Arts  received  a  check — aye,  were  almost  stopped;  all  of  which 
reverses  entailed  enormous  losses  upon  the  people  whose  sons 
had  been  seeking  an  education  at  our  Colleges.  But,  from  some 
cause  or  other,  the  Washington  and  Lee  University  seemed  to 
suffer  more  than  any  of  our  other  Southern  Colleges.  Gradually 
patronage  was  withdrawn — her  resources  suffering  sadly  in  con- 
sequence thereof — till  to-day  her  rolls  bear  the  names  of  fewer 
than  one  hundred  students.  Think  of  it,  a  fall  irom  five  himdred 
to  one  hundred / 

But  what  of  the  Beta  Chapter  all  this  time?  Need  we  say  that 
she  suffered  with  her  Alma  Mater?  The  latter's  loss  was  her 
loss.  Her  retrogression,  in  point  of  numbers,  was  pan  passu 
with  that  of  the  University.  It  was  truly  a  melancholy  sight — 
the  gradual  dwindling  away  of  her  membership,  with  no  prospect 
but  utter  extinction  after  awhile.  Would  any  one  have  wondered 
at  that  chapter's  giving  up  all  hope  and  ceasing  to  work?  Would 
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not  the  average  chapter  of  any  Fraternity  have  given  up  in 
despair?  Aye,  did  not  a  large  number  of  Fraternities  at  this 
same  Institution  actually  withdraw  from  the  field?  We  reply  that 
they  did  so  withdraw.  But  what  became  of  the  glorious  old 
Beta?  she,  of  course,  was  forced' to  abandon  her  work.  She  did 
no  such  thing.  She  lived;  she  lives  now,  and  is  still  nobly  float- 
ing her  banner  in  the  very  forefrorU  of  the  fray. 

Yes;  though  her  ranks  have  become  sadly  thinned,  the  old 
Beta,  with  a  pluck  unexampled,  has  steadily  marched  onward; 
and  she  occupies  to-day  the  same  high  stand  in  the  estimation  of 
all  around  her,  and  she  maintains  the  same  high  standard  as  to 
excellence  as  of  yore.  Her  active  membership  to-day  com- 
prises, it  is  true,  onlyfoi/r,  but  they  are  brothers  as  worthy  of  A. 
T.  Q.  love  as  any  of  her  sons;  and  they  are  working  with  an 
earnestness  that  cannot  but  command  our  highest  admiration. 
She  is  with  the  foremost,  as  of  old,  in  all  good  works. 

Our  books  show  that  every  member  of  this  chapter  is  a  sub- 
scriber to  the  Pahn  and,  what  is  better  still,  has  paid  his  snbscrip- 
tion.  That,  in  our  estimation,  is  enough — were  other  propfs 
wanting — to  demonstrate  that  the  old  chapter  is  still  alive  and 
at  luork. 

We  are  truly  thankful  that  the  glorious  old  Beta's  outlook  is 
growing  brighter. 

We  most  heartily  commend  this  chapter,  for  her  untiring  zeal 
and  nneonquerablc  pluck.  And  we  beg  other  chapters — one  and 
all — to  take  to  heart  the  lesson  she  teaches  and  practically  illus- 
trates, viz:  That  however  dark  and  gloomy  a  chapter's  outlook 
may  be,  let  her  only  continue  her  onward  viarch,  despite  all  ob- 
stacles, and  after  awhile  the  clouds  will  pass  off  and  the  sunshine 
of  prosperity  will  again  appear. 
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SOME  RECENT  CHANGES*  IN  OUR  GENERAL 
OFFICES. 

Below  win  be  found  Bro.  Mareen  D.  Humes'  letter  of  resig- 
nation of  the  office  of  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Exchequer. 

It  pained  us  greatly  to  see  it,  and  we  were  the  more  distressed 
when  we  learned  the  cause  of  it.  His  "  enforced  absence  from 
Maryland  and  residence  in  Colorado,"  and  consequent  resigna- 
tion of  his  responsible  office,  is  solely  due  to  the  illness  of  his 
brother — oitr  brother  in  ./.  7'.  il. — George  C.  Humes  whose 
shattered  health  necessitated  his  immediate  withdrawal  from  the 
active  duties  of  his  profession,  and  a  temporary  sojourn  in  a 
dryer  climate. 

Our  late  W.  G.  K.  E.,  deaf  to  the  remonstrances  of  his  brother, 
determined  at  once  to  accompany  the  latter,  believing,  rightly, 
that  in  the  double  office  of  medical  attendant  and  nurse,  he  would 
be  enabled  to  help  restore  to  health  the  beloved  sufferer.  While 
we  write  these  words,  we  have  gratifying  new^s  as  to  Bro.  George 
Humes'  improvem.ent.  May  w^e  not  hope  that  ere  many  months 
shall  pass,  we  shall  hear  of  the  safe  return  home  of  the  two 
brothers — the  one  now  ill  fully  restored  to  health,  and  both  ready 
to  resume  their  respective  professions? 

No  more  earnest  and  faithful  officer  ever  lived  than  our  late 
W.  G.  K.  E.;  nor  is  there  a  brother  in  our  ranks  better  informed 
as  to  the  history,  work,  success  and  requirements  of  our  Order 
than  he.  To  his  successful  and  brilliant  career  when  at  the  head 
of  the  A.  T.  SJ.  Fraternity,  and,  subsequently,  as  the  custodian  of 
her  exchequer,  we  are  indebted  for  much  of  her  success  to-day; 
and  we  are  sure  his  faithful  services  in  behalf  of  the  Order  will 
ever  be  held  in  faithful  remembrance  by  his  brothers  in  J.  T.  IJ. 

But  while  we  regret  that  Bro.  Humes  was  compelled  to  resign 
the  office  of  W.  G.  K.  E.,  we  rejoice  that  the  High  Council 
selected  so  worthy  a  successor  for  that  office  in  the  person  of  our 
dear  brother,  James  B.  Green,  of  Baltimore.     The  Fraternity  is 
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to  be  congratulated  on  this  good  fortune.  In  Bro.  Green  are 
united  all  the  qualities  that  are  required  by  the  high  office  and 
that  shone  so  conspicuously  in  his  predecessor.  There  was, 
moreover,  a  peculiar  fitness  in  selecting  Bro.  Green,  in  that  he  is 
in  such  close  proximity  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Chief — both  being 
residents  of  the  same  city.  This  fact  will  greatly  conduce  to  the 
quick  dispatch  of  such  business  as  relates  to  these  two  General 
Officers  jointly. 

Bro.  Green's  election  to  the  office  vacated  by  Bro.  Humes 
necessitated  the  former's  resignation  of  his  seat  in  the  High 
Council.  The  vacancy  thus  created  was  most  happily  filled  by 
the  election  of  Bro.  Sylvanus  Stokes  whose  zeal  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  Alpha  Tau  Omega,  and  whose  special  aptitude  for  per- 
forming the  duties  of  his  new  post,  are  known  to  all. 

These  newly-elected  officers  have  both  gone  to  work  with  an 
earnestness  that  is  truly  refreshing  and  commendable. 

But  Bro.  Humes'  letter;  here  it  is: 

Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity,  Executive  Department, 

Office  of  W.  G.  K.  E., 

Baltimore,  Md.,  August  30th,  1880. 
To  the  Honorable,  the  High  Coimcil  of  the  A.  T.  il.  Fraternity : 

An  enforced  absence  from  Maryland  and  residence  in 
Colorado  renders  it  impossible  for  me  to  longer  hold  the  office 
of  W.  G.  K.  E.  I,  therefore,  hereby  transmit  this,  my  resigna- 
tion of  that  office,  to  the  Chairman  of  your  honorable  body,  and 
I  beg  that  my  successor  may  be  at  once  elected. 

I  enclose  herewith  a  transcript  from  my  books,  which  I  have 
this  day  closed  and  delivered,  together  with  the  archives  of  the 
office,  to  Bro.  James  B.  Green,  of  Baltimore,  member  of  the  High 
Council.  *  *  *  * 

I  shall  leave  Maryland  within  a  week,  and  consequently  can- 
not turn  over  to  my  successor  the  books,  &c.;  and  thinking  that 
their  proper  custodian  is  the  High  Council,  I  have  placed  them 
in  Bro.  Green's  hands. 

With  the  warmest  love  for  our  noble  Order,  and  prayers  for 
her  continued  prosperity, 

I  am,  my  dear  Brothers,  sincerely  and  lovingly. 

Your  friend  and  brother  in  A.  T.  i?., 

MareExN  D.  Humes. 
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THE  CHAPTER  LETTER. 

For  the  future  guidance  of  the  chapters,  we  wish  to  say  some- 
thing on  the  subject  of  the  chapters  corresponding  regularly  with 
the  Fraternity  through  the  medium  of  the  Palm. 

Let  the  first  step,  on  the  part  of  each  and  every  chapter,  be  to 
enact  the  following  by-laws,  or  others  to  the  same  purpose : 

I.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  chapter  to  select  one  of  its 
members  as  its  ''Correspondent." 

II.  The  duty  of  the  Correspondent  shall  be  to  write  a  letter,  in 
behalf  of  his  chapter,  to  the  Fraternity  at  large,  for  every  issue 
of  the  //.  T.  i2.  Palm — her  official  Organ. 

III.  Said  letter  shall  give  the  following  information,  to  wit: 
1st.  The  full  names  and  places  of  residence  of  the  present 

active  members  of  the  chapter,  together  with  the  dates  of  initia- 
tion of  recent  Initiates  (provided  the  same  have  not  been  already 
reported). 

2d.  Names  of  current  officers,  with  duration  of  their  term. 

3d.  Names  of  Delegate  to  Congress  and  Alternate  (when  the 
same  shall  have  been  elected). 

4th.  The  latest  honors  or  distinctions  obtained  by  any  member 
or  members. 

5th.  The  progress  of  the  Hall  Fund  (if  said  fund  shall  have 
been  established). 

6th.  The  general  condition  and  prospects  of  the  chapter. 

7th.  Personal  items  concerning  active  or  alumni  members. 

8th.  The  condition  and  outlook  of  our  College. 

9th.  Names  and  condition  of  other  Fraternities  in  this  Insti- 
tution. 

loth.  And,  finally,  information  as  to  any  matters  of  probable 
interest  to  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity. 

IV.  Said  letter — having  been  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
this  chapter — shall  then  be  transmitted  to  the  Chairman  of  the 
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High  Council  for  insertion  in  the  next  succeeding  issue  of  the 
Palm. 

If  these  suggestions  shall  be  approved  and  afterwards  faithfully 
carried  out,  the  Fraternity  at  large  will  be  kept  advised  of  the 
progress,  condition  and  prospect  of  each  and  every  chapter  in  the 
Order. 

Is  not  such  a  state  of  things  to  be  greatly  desired,  and  is  it 
not  the  plain  duty  of  the  several  chapters  to  endeavor  to  bring  it 
about? 


BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCHES  OF  DECEASED 
MEMBERS, 

It  is  our  purpose  to  devote  a  special  department  of  the  Palm 
to  our  revered  Dead.  In  this  department  there  will  appear  in 
every  issue  a  biographical  sketch  of  a  deceased  brother,  prepared 
by  a  competent  person,  and  containing  a  summary  of  the  most 
important  acts  and  events  in  his  life,  together  with  a  statement  of 
the  circumstances  of  his  decease. 

This  purpose,  we  are  sure,  will  elicit  the  unanimous  approval 
of  our  brothers  in  A.  T.  IJ.;  and  its  execution  will  be  to  us  a 
labor  of  love  and  of  mournful  pleasure. 

In  this  connection,  we  earnestly  entreat  those  who  possess  in- 
formation as  to  the  life,  work  and  death  of  any  one  of  our 
departed  brothers  to  send  us  the  same  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 


WE  WANT  CONTRIBUTIONS  FROM  MEMBERS. 

Some  four  or  five  years  ago,  when  the  subject  of  establishing 
an  A.  T.  IJ.  Journal  was  first  broached,  we  had  a  long  list  of 
names  of  members  who  promised,  if  the  matter  should  come  to 
a  successful  issue,  to  keep  the  "Editor's  Drawer"  filled  with 
original  articles  for  publication  in  the  Fraternity's  Journal.  In 
the  lapse  of  time  since  then,  those  dear  brothers  have  become 
scattered,  and  it  may  be  they  have  even  forgotten  that  they  ever 
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made  such  a  promise.  If,  however,  such  is  not  the  case,  and 
their  eyes  shall  fall  on  these  lines,  we  sincerely  hope  they  will 
proceed  to  fulfill  that  promise.  But  there  are  many  others  in 
our  ranks  whose  aid  in  conducting-  the  Palm  we  desire  to  secure, 
and  who,  we  are  quite  sure,  will  never  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  any 
appeal  made  in  behalf  of ./.  T.  i>.  To  such  we  would  speak  now. 
Brothers,  the  task  that  has  been  assigned  to  us  is  a  tremendous 
one;  and  while  we  know  we  are  not  equal  to  its  proper  perform- 
ance, we  are,  nevertheless,  resolved  to  do  our  very  utmost.  We 
know  we  possess  one,  at  least,  of  the  many  qualifications  which 
the  Editor  of  such  a  Journal  as  this  is  designed  to  be  should 
have — namely,  unswerving  loyalty  to  and  ever-increasing  affec- 
tion for  our  Fraternity — but  that  is  not  enough;  there  are  other 
requisites,  and  these  we  feel,  in  all  truth,  that  we  lack.  Make 
good,  then,  our  deficiency,  by  becoming  co-workers  with  us. 

There  is  no  need  for  us  to  suggest  topics  for  you  to  discuss, 
or  subjects  on  which  articles  from  your  pens  will  be  interesting 
to  the  readers  of  the  Palm  or  acceptable  to  the  Fraternity  at 
large.  This,  the  initial  number  of  our  Journal,  will  doubtless 
indicate  to  you  what  the  character  of  such  articles  should  be. 
Whatever  shall  tend  to  advance  the  cause  of  Alpha  Tait  Omega 
is,  in  one  word,  what  \\\q  Palm — her  official  organ — wants  always 
to  say.    We  beg  you  then,  brothers,  to  give  us  your  valuable  aid. 


SUBSCRIBE  TO  THE  PALM. 

Our  Register  shows  the  names  of  about  one  thousand  mem- 
bers. Suppose  now  every  one  of  that  number  were  to  become 
a  subscriber  to  the  Palm,  what  an  assurance  we  would  then  have 
of  the  financial  success  of  our  Journal.  But,  while  we  cannot 
expect  to  secure  the  names  of  one  thousand  from  our  ranks  as 
subscribers,  for  the  simple  reason  that  we  do  not  possess  the 
correct  postoffice  address  of  that  number,  why  may  we  not  get 
eight  hundred,  six  hundred,  or  QVQnfoHr  Jiumlred? 
6 
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Suppose  we  should  obtain  four  hundred  Alpha  Tau  subscribers. 
What  then?  Why,  in  that  event,  we  will  promise  that  the  Palm 
shall  be  issucd/^:^^  times  (as  agreed)  in  the  ensuing  twelve  months, 
and  possibly  oftener.  Now,  we  ask,  does  it  not  seem  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  out  of  one  thousand  members,  whose  names  are 
borne  on  our  roster,  we  ought  to  secure  four  hundred  as  sub- 
scribers? We  assuredly  think  so.  We  have,  at  least,  this  much 
to  say,  that  if  we  fail  to  obtain  that  number  of  subscribers  from 
our  membership,  it  will  not  be  our  fault,  for  we  know  we  have 
the  correct  address  of  that  number,  and  we  shall  certainly  send 
every  one  of  them  a  copy  of  this  issue  of  the  Palm;  so  if  any 
one  of  the  four  hundred  shall  fail  to  subscribe,  his  excuse  can- 
not be  that  he  did  not  know  that  our  Journal  had  an  existence; 
we  will  have  to  attribute  his  silence  to  another  cause — namely, 
lack  of  interest  in  the  enterprise.  But  we  sincerely  trust  such 
will  not  be  the  case,  and,  in  fact,  we  do  not  believe  it  will  be  the 
case  with  many;  however,  we  do  not  intend  to  be  over-sanguine, 
but  shall  possess  our  souls  in  patience.  Brothers,  subscribe  to 
the  Palm. 


EXCHANGES. 

We  would  like  to  make  an  exchange  with  every  College  Fra- 
ternity periodical  of  unquestionably  high  character  in  the  United 
States.  We,  of  course,  would  make  honorable  use  of  such 
periodical,  and  we  should  expect  and  require  like  treatment  in 
their  conduct  towards  the  Palm.  We  do  not  see  how  anything 
but  good  can  result  from  such  mutual  courtesies. 

We  are  not  so  narrow-minded  as  to  think  that  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  is  the  only  good  College  Fraternity  in  the  land,  or  that 
its  official  Journal  is  better,  in  all  respects,  than  that  of  any  other 
Fraternity.  W^e  believe  we  can  be  as  liberal  and  catholic  as  any 
one.  We  have,  however,  this  to  say:  that  while  we  shall  cer- 
tainly commend  whatever  we  may  observe  in  other  Fraternities 
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that  shall  seem  to  us  to  deserve  commendation,  ivitJwnt  jealousy^ 
we  shall,  per  contra,  as  certainly  criticise  and  condemn  whatever 
we  may  chance  to  see  in  them  that  shall  appear  to  us  to  merit 
censure ;  but  we  hope  this  latter  duty  may  not  have  to  be  per- 
formed, for  we  prefer  to  be  at  peace  with  all  men. 

Our  respective  Fraternities  have  common  interests  and,  doubt- 
less, too,  kindred  aims,  though  we  may  strive  by  different  means 
to  attain  them.  And  so  we  hold  that  there  should  be  no  unkind 
feelings  allowed  to  exist  between  us — only  a  generous  and  harm- 
less rivalry  as  to  which  organization  may  accomplish  the  best 
results  for  mankind  and  for  truth  and  right. 


THE  PALM  AS  AN  ADVERTISING  MEDIUM. 

In  this  age  of  periodicals,  when,  almost  for  the  asking— so  low 
is  the  subscription-price,  generally — we  may  be  supplied  with  a 
copy  of  one  or  another  of  the  numerous  American  magazines  or 
papers  for  a  year,  the  question  is  often  asked.  How,  in  the  name 
of  common  sense,  can  such  and  such  a  paper  or  journal  exist, 
much  less  thrive,  when  its  subscription-price  is  so  small  ?  It 
does  at  first  sight  seem  remarkable,  indeed.  But  when  we  are 
informed  that  it  is  not  the  income  derived  from  subscriptions 
merely  that  supports  a  given  periodical,  but  is  chiefly  that  re- 
ceived from  Advertisements ;  and  if  we  will  then  examine  the  list 
of  advertisements  in  the  same,  and  note  their  number  and  the 
large  sums  usually  charged  for  their  insertion — we  will  cease  to 
wonder  at  that  periodical's  financial  success. 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  every  low-priced  journal  shall 
secure  a  reasonable  number  of  advertisers,  in  order  to  avoid 
financial  ruin.  If  this  applies  to  those  periodicals  which  we 
usually  see  on  our  tables,  and  which  have  such  an  extensive  cir- 
culation, how  much  more  does  it  apply  to  the  Palm — our  exceed- 
ingly low-priced  Journal — which  is  now  just  beginning  its 
existence,  and  whose  circulation — as  we  have  elsewhere  shown-^ 
will  probably  be  confined  to  a  few  hundred  subscribers? 
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Our  Journal,  then,  must  look  to  some  other  source  than  its 
subscription-list  for  its  necessary  income.  And  what  other  source 
has  it  except  its  advertisements?  Hence,  we  are  compelled  to 
have  advertisements,  and  we  earnestly  ask  for  them.  But,  per 
contra,  we  must  be  able  to  make  some  return  for  these  advertise- 
ments; we  must  offer  inducements  to  those  of  our  patrons  whom 
we  ask  to  advertise  in  our  Journal.  This  is  purely  a  business 
transaction:  you  give  us  your  advertisement,  and  we  give  you — 
what?  We  will  tell  you.  The  Palui  will  be  read  regularly  by 
several  hundred,  at  least,  in  our  Fraternity — members  who  live  in 
every  part  of  this  country,  and  by  many  persons  outside  of  our 
ranks.  It  will  be  sent  also  to  every  College  Fraternity  of  good 
standing  in  the  land,  and  it  will  consequently  find  its  way  to 
many  institutions  of  learning;  so  that  we  can  safely  assure  those 
who  may  patronize  us  that  their  cards  shall  becirculated.  But, 
inasmuch  as  we  expect  the  bulk  of  our  advertising  patronage  to 
come  from  members  of  our  Fraternity^  we  address  our  remarks 
chiefly  to  them. 

Brothers — those  of  you  who  are  in  business  on  your  own 
account — you  can  help  the  Palm  greatly  by  inserting  in  it  your 
business  cards;  and  we  think  you  will  receive  a  return  more  than 
commensurate  with  your  pecuniary  investment.  To  you,  brothers 
of  the  legal  profession^wQ  think  we  can  offer  special  inducements. 
How  often  it  occurs  that  an  Alpha  Tau  doing  business  in  one 
city  requires  some  law-matter  to  be  attended  to  in  another,  it 
may  be,  distant  city.  Now,  if  he  should  be  a  subscriber  to  the 
Palm  (as  he  probably  would  be),  would  not  his  brotherly  impulse 
lead  him  at  once  to  search  its  advertising  pages  for  the  name  of 
an  Alpha  Tau  lawyer  in  that  place,  to  whom  he  might  entrust  his 
law  business?  and  if  he  should  be  successful  in  his  search,  would 
he  not  give  the  case,  or  matter,  or  business  to  the  brother  in 
preference  to  any  other  lawyer,  ceteris  paribiis? 

We  think  he  would  most  assuredly  do  so,  if  he  were  a  true 
Alpha  Tau. 
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This  is  no  idle  supposition.  We  know  and  could  mention  in- 
stances where  such  brotherly  acts  have  been  performed. 

Then  how  much  greater  the  opportunity  now  for  the  perform- 
ance of  such  kindly  offices  by  the  members  of  the  Order  through 
the  instrumentality  of  the  Order's  Journal? 

So,  brothers,  advertise  in  the  Palm. 


OUR  ADVERTISING  PATRONS. 

We  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Fra- 
ternity (and  that  of  all  others  who  may  becom.e  readers  of 
the  Paint)  to  the  advertisements  in  our  first  issue.  The  brothers 
and  other  friends  who  have  thus  shown  such  a  kindly  interest  in 
our  undertaking  deserve  and  will  receive  the  thanks  of  the  Fra 
ternity.  Their  kindness  and  public  spirit  are  deeply  appreciated 
by  us;  and  we  sincerely  hope  the  pecuniary  outlay  they  have 
made  in  the  desire  to  help  the  Pabn  (as  wxU  as  themselves)  will 
redound  to  their  own  advantage;  and,  in  all  sincerity,  we  believe 
it  will.  We  know  well  these  advertisers,  and  we  can  and  do 
guarantee  that  any  business  entrusted  to  them  will  receive  the 
most  careful  and  faithful  attention. 

We  therefore  trust  that  every  Alpha  Tau  will  throw  whatever 
business  he  can  into  their  hands,  for  we  feel  confident  that  he 
will  be  more  than  satisfied  with  the  treatment  he  will  receive. 


BRIEFS. 

— "  Surely  we  will  not  be  understood  as  undervaluing  an  acade- 
mic course  and  academic  honors,  when  we  say  that  the  best 
furnished  men,  in  all  that  which  constitutes  true  education,  are 
not  always  those  who  leave  College  with  the  highest  academic 
distinctions."  The  article  in  the  present  issue  from  which  the 
above  extract  is  made,  entitled  ''The  Impolicy  of  the  Opposition 
of  College  Officials  to  Secret  Fraternities,'.'  was  written  by  one 
who  has  himself  tasted  the  sweets  of  College  success — having 
obtained  the  "highest  academic  distinctions" — and  whose  subsc- 
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quent  career  has  more  than  fulfilled  the  bright  anticipations  of 
those  who  witnessed  his  college  triumphs  many  years  ago. 
The  author  is  no  other  than  our  beloved  and  honored  chief 
founder,  the  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook.  We  desire  to  call  especial 
attention  to  his  admirable  contribution,  and  we  would  urge  all 
those  who  have  heretofore  been  strenuous,  although  conscientious, 
opposers  of  the  Fraternit}^  System  to  weigh  well  and  calmly  the 
facts — the  indisputable  facts — therein  stated. 

— During  the  prevalence  of  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the 
South  in  1878,  Death  made  sad  havoc  in  the  ranks  of  our  Fra- 
ternity. We  know  of  at  least  six  or  eight  brothers  who  fell 
while,  with  a  God-like  spirit  of  self-abnegation,  they  stood  at  the 
post  of  greatest  danger  and  ministered  to  those  suffering  and 
dying  around  them.  Who  will  undertake  to  say  that  these  heroes 
were  not  inspired  by  the  principles  ourbelov^ed  Fraternity  strives 
to  inculcate  in  thus  giving  up  their  own  lives  in  the  effort  to  save 
the  lives  of  others?  And  will  not  some  one  familiar  with  the 
facts  relate  the  story  of  their  heroism  and  self-sacrifice,  to  the 
end  that  their  example  may  furnish  us  whh  are  left  with  an  ad- 
ditional inspiration  to  give  up  all — yea,  even  life  itself,  at  the  call 
of  Duty? 

— If  any  of  our  readers  shall  have  occasion  to  correspond  with 
any  one  of  our  advertising  patrons,  they  will  greatly  oblige  us  if 
they  will  state  that  they  saw  his  card  in  the  A.  T.  /i.PALM,  Thus 
our  friends  will  have  practical  proof  of  the  value  of  our  Journal 
as  an  advertising  medium. 

— I  sincerely  desire  the  well-being  of  the  Order  (./.  T.  IJ.) 
which  in  this  University  has  commended  itself  to  the  authorities 
by  the  high  character  and  scholarship  maintained  by  its  members, 
and  the  wholesome  influence  exerted  through  them  upon  all 
students  of  this  institution. — (Rt.  Rev.  C.  T.  Quintard,  member 
Board  of  Trustees  of  University  of  the  South). 

— We  still  have  an  abundance  of  space  for  advertisements.  Re- 
member this.  Brothers,  and  forward  your  cards  for  insertion  at 
our  very  reasonable  rates.  You  will  thus  be  doing  the  Palm  a 
valuable  service  and  benefiting  yourselves  likewise. 

—Our  next  Congress  will  meet  in  Macon,  Ga.,  on  the  last 
Wednesday  in  this  month  (the  29th).  Let  every  chapter  send  a 
delegate,  and  let  every  alumnus-brother  attend  who  can  possibly 
do  so.     There  is  success,  as  well  as  strength,  in  numbers. 

— All  the  forms  prescribed  for  the  use  of  chapters  and  officers 
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can  be  procured  by  application  to  the  Worthy  Grand  Chief. 
Chapters  should  be  careful  to  keep  always  on  hand  a  stock  of 
these  necessary  articles. 

— Now,  since  our  Fraternity  has  been  thoroughly  reconstructed, 
our  only  need  is  new  chapters.  Who  will  be  foremost  in  organ- 
izing the  next  chapter? 

— Let  all  those  brothers  who  have  all  along  manifested  so 
much  interest  in  the  establishment  of  the  A.  T.  i}.  Journal  now 
go  to  work  in  its  behalf. 

— Members — especially  those  who  belong  to  the  legal  frater- 
nity— will  do  well  to  insert  their  cards  in  the  Palm.  Such  an 
advertisement  will  cost  only  three  dollars  for  one  year. 

— The  Palm  has  started  on  its  mission.  Shall  that  mission  be 
successful  ?  Brothers  in  A.  T.  i?.,  to  yotc  we  put  this  momentous 
question. 

— Don't  forget  to  attend  the  Congress  this  month.  Elsewhere 
.find  the  place  and  time  named. 

— Alpha  Tau  Omega  has  no  ''  ho'norary  members!'  We  don't 
believe  in  such  ornaments. 

— Subscribe  to  the  Palm;  it  costs  only  one  dollar. 


PERSONALS. 

John  S.  VanMeter  (Va.  /?.,  '65),  after  practising  law  for  seven 
or  eight  years,  determined  to  enter  the  ministry.  He  is  now 
finishing  his  senior  course  at  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 

A.  L  Branham  (Ky.  0.,  '72)  is  Associate  Editor  of  the  Eaton- 
ton  (Ga.)  Messenger.     He  will  contribute  to  the  Palm. 

C.  K.  Gregg  (Tenn.  Q.,  'jj)  is  practising  medicine  in  Balti- 
more, Md. 

John  G.  James  (Va.  //.,  '65),  late  Superintendent  of  the  Texas 
Military  Institute,  is  is  now  President  of  the  A.  and  M.  College 
in  that  State. 

R.  B.  Clarke  (N.  C.  £".,  '76)  is  teaching  in  Socastee,  S.  C. 
Bro.  C.  is  enthusiastic  about  our  Journal,  and  promises  us  his 
very  valuable  help  in  editing  it. 
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Erskine  M.  Ross  (Va.  ./.,  '65),  one  of  the  three  founders  of 
our  Fraternity,  has  become  most  distinguished  in  his  adopted 
State.  One  of  the  newspapers  of  Richmond,  Va.  (his  old  home), 
in  noticing,  a  year  ago,  his  election  as  Associate  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  California,  thus  spoke  of  him:  "Judge  Ross' 
case  is  a  remarkable  one.  He  is  only  thirty-three  years  of  age; 
yet  his  standing  in  the  profession  and  as  a  man  is  such  that  he 
was  fourth  on  a  list  of  candidates  numbering  nineteen,  and  was 
less  than  six  hundred  votes  behind  the  third  man,  who  was 
already  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court." 

S.  G.  Brent  (Va.  (!>.,  '74),  our  present  Worthy  High  Chancel- 
lor, has  been  re-elected  Commonwealth's  Attorney  for  the  city  of 
Alexandria,  Va. 

Thomas  G.  Hayes  (Va.  ./.,  '65),  our  present  Worthy  Grand 
Chief,  is  a  faithful  zvorkiiig  member  of  the  Maryland  Legislature. 

D.  N.  Farnell  (N.  C.  £'.,  '79)  is  still  a  student  of  Trinity  Col- 
lege, North  Carolina. 

G.  C.  Matthews  (Ky.  .¥.,  '70)  has  been  for  several  years  News 
and  Dramatic  Editor  of  the  Louisville  Conrier-JoiirmxL 

H.  H.  Dinwiddie  (Va.  J., '65),  late  Professor  Natural  Sciences 
in  the  Texas  Military  Institute,  fills  now, the  Chair  of  Physics 
and  Chemistry  in  the  Texas  A.  and  M.  College.  This  dear 
brother  wields  a  graceful  pen,  and  we  expect  to  enlist  him  as  a 
regular  contributor  to  the  Palm. 

George  Bain  Everett  (N.  C.  ^.,  '72)  is  a  member  of  the 
North  Carolina  Senate. 

E.  C.  Mix  (N.  C.  A'.,  '69)  was  miivdercd  in  New  Orleans  last 
August. 

G.  M.  Savage  (Tenn.  /.,  '71)  is  a  Professor  in  the  South  West 
Baptist  University,  at  Jackson,  Tenn, 

John  Paul  (Va.  //.,  '65),  the  acknowledged  leader  of  his  party 
in  the  Virginia  Senate  during  the  last  session,  has  just  been 
elected  to  the  United  States  Congress. 

W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  J.,  '68),  late   member  of  the  West  Vir- 


Editorial  Dipart)ncnt.  4() 

g"inia  Legislature,  and  distinguished  in  his  State  as  cin  eloquent 
political  speaker,  is  dead. 

W.  E.  Baskette  (Tenn.  /.,  '6y)  is  a  bank  ofhcer  in  Murfrees- 
boro',  Tenn. 

T.  D.  Griffin  (Va.  F^.,  '70)  is  a  Lieutenant  in  the  United  States 
Navy. 

W.  H.  Cheatham  (Ky,  Af.,  '70)  holds  the  position  of  Lecturer 
on  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  Ear  and  Throat  in  the  Univeisity  of 
Louisville,  and  is  surgeon,, in  the  same  specialty,  to  several 
eleemosynary  institutions  in  the  same  city. 

R.  E.  Nelson,  Jr.,  (Va.  A,  '6y)  has  been  filling  for  several 
years  very  acceptably  the  Chair  of  Pure  and  Applied  Mathe- 
matics in  the  Maryland  Agricultural  College.  He  has  promised 
us  contributions. 

Andrew  Price  (Tenn.  A.,  '69),  is  practising  law  in  St.  Louis, 
Mo. 

T.  G.  Edmiston  (West  Va.  Z.,  '66)  is  a  physician  at  Roanoke, 
W.  Va. 

C.  S.  Hart  (Va.  A'.,  '74)  is  practising  medicine  in  Marietta, 
Ohio. 

J.  H.  AcKLEN  (Tenn.  A.,  '69),  ex-member  United  States  Con- 
gress, is  a  planter  near  Pattersonville,  La. 

James  L.  Ford  (Va.  ./.,  '66),  late  Principal  of  a  Female  Semi- 
nary in  Danville,  Ky.,  has  recently  been  elected  to  a  Professor- 
ship in  the  College  at  Thomasville,  Ga.  Our  readers  may  look 
for  articles  from  this  brother's  vigorous  pen. 

B.  F.  Hall  (N.  C.  ^.,  '72)  is  Pastor  of  the  Methodist  Church 
at  Statesville,  N.  C. 

John  W.  Edmonds  (Va.  J.,  '70)  is  a  member  of  the  present 
Legislature  of  Virginia. 

A.  M.  Jackson,  Jr.  (Tenn.  y/.,  'yz)  is  Reporter  for  the  Texas 
Court  of  Appeals  at  Austin. 

N.  J.  Manson  (Va.  J.,  '74)  is  practising  law  in  San  Francisco, 
Cal. 
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F.  L.  TowNSEND  (N.  C.  £".,  'yG)  is  Pastor  of  a  Church  at 
Brower's  Mills,  N.  C. 

R.  P.  W.  Morris  (Va.  A.,  '69),  late  Professor  Natural  Philos- 
opy  and  Engineering  in  the  Texas  A.  and  M.  College,  is  now 
practising  law  in  Lynchburg,  Va. 

John  W.  Childress,  Jr.  (Tenn.  /.,  '68)  is  President  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  Murfreesboro',  Tenn.;  he  is  also  Chairman  of 
the  State  Democratic  Executive  Committee. 

Fred.  A.  Berlin  (Va.  B.,  '65),  founder  of  the  Va.  z/.  Chapter, 
is  a  lawyer  in  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

James  H.  Jamlson  (Va.  B.,  '65),  late  member  of  the  Tennessee 
House  of  Representatives,  is  farming  near  Brookville,  Miss. 

George  W.  Koonce  (N.  C.  E.,  '76)  is  living  at  Pollocksville, 
N.  C.  He  is  a  brilliant  writer  and  a  most  enthusiastic  Alpha 
Tau ;  hence  we  may  expect  to  hear  from  him  before  long. 

James  G.  Given  (Va.  B.,  '67),  M.  D.,  is  Assistant  Superinten- 
dent of  the  Texas  Lunatic  Asylum  at  Austin. 

Victor  F.  Lawson  (111.  A'.,  '75)  is  Owner  and  Publisher  of  the 
Chicago  N'czvs. 

Chalmers  Deaderick  (Va.  /^.,  '66)  is  practising  medicine  in 
Knoxville,  Tenn. 

Charles  L.  Finch  (Va.  J.,  '73)  is  Itditor  of  the  Mecklenburg 
Democrat,  at  Boydton,  Va. 

B.  F.  Haynes  (Ga.  -.,  '74)  is  a  merchant  at  Augusta,  Ga.'' 

B.  F.  Atkinson  (Ala.  //.  A'.,  '80)  is  preparing  for  the  bar. 


LITERARY  NOTICE. 

American  College  Fraternities :  A  descriptive  Analysts  of  the  Society 
System  in  the  Colleges  of  the  United  States,  with  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  each  Fraternity.  By  Wm.  Raimond  Baird.  Svo. 
212.     $1.50.     Philadelphia :  J.  B.  Lippincott  &  Co. 

We  regret  that  want  of  space  prevents  us  from  giving  this 
work  the  extended  notice  its  subject  and  the  excellent  manner  of 
its  treatment  alike  deserve.  Wc,  however,  cannot  forbear  saying 
here  a  word  in  praise  of  the  work. 
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Mr.  Baird  undertook  and  has  successfully  completed  a  task 
which  required  an  amount  of  patience,  perseverance,  energy  and 
tact  that  cannot  but  ehcit  our  highest  praise — namely,  that  of 
gathering  authentic  and  rehable  information  as  to  the  origin,  pro- 
gress and  present  status  of  all  the  Greek-Letter  Fraternities  in 
the  United  States,  and  of  presenting  the  same  in  a  systematic 
compendium  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fraternity  world.  Such  a 
work  had  long  been  needed,  but  no  one  before  Mr.  Baird  had  shown 
a  willingness  to  assume  the  responsibility,  or  to  undertake  the 
onerous  task,  of  producing  it. 

He  has  given  us  a  detailed  account  of  every  College  Fraternity 
of  any  note  in  the  Country,  including  the  origin,  progress,  man- 
ners, customs,  &c.,  of  each,  together  with  a  directory  of  their 
living  and  extinct  chapters,  and  also  an  essay  on  the  defence  of 
the  Fraternity  System,  in  which  his  arguments  are  masterly  and 
uiianszverable. 

Of  course,  the  work  is  not  free  from  errors — and  occasionally 
grave  errors;  but  that  should. not  be  wondered  at,  nor  should  it 
detract  from  the  value  of  the  work  as  a  general  repository  of 
facts. 

The  most  critical  reader  of  the  work  will  not  hesitate,  we  think, 
to  affirm  that  the  Author  has  apparently  endeavored  to  discharge 
his  self-appointed  task  in  an  unbiased  and  conscientious  manner, 
and  that  he  has  discharged  it  well. 

As  a  book  of  reference,  it  is  immensely  valuable  to  every 
zealous  Fraternity  man  in  the  land,  and  to  such  we  heartily  com- 
mend it;  and  to  all  those  old-fogy  College  Officials  who  cannot 
or  zvill  not  see  anything  in  College  Fraternities  except  unmixed 
evil,  we  would  especially  commend  the  chapter  entitled  "  Have 
the  Fraternities  a  right  to  live  ?  " 

In  conclusion,  we  call  attention  to  a  few  errors  in  the  account 
of  the  //.  7'.  Q.  Fraternity  as  given  in  the  above  work,  to  wit: 

1.  Ours  is  not  "strictly  a  Southern  Fraternity." 

2.  The  names  of  our  chapters  are  incomplete  unless  the  name  of 
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the  State  in  which  it  is  located  is  prefixed  in  the  case  of  each  one 
of  them. 

3.  Alumni  chapters  do  not  possess  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  Collegiate  chapters. 

4.  "Lambda,  Epsilon  and  Mu  voluntarily  surrendered  their 
charters" — but  the  reason  should  have  been  added,  "On  account 
of  the  scarcity  of  fit  material y 

5.  "The  Superintendent  of  the  (Virginia  Military)  Institute" 
is  7iot  a  member  of  our  Fraternity.  (We  wish  he  was).  His  soil 
(Maj.)  F.  H.  Smith,  yr.,  is  an  Alpha  Tau,  however,  and  the  fact 
that  he  is,  likewise,  a  m.ember  of  the  V.  M.  I.  Faculty  explains 
readily  how  Mr.  Baird  made  the  error. 

6.  Our  Badge  is  not  correctly  described,  nor  is  it  pictured 
truthfully  in  the  frontispiece.  The  Arms  as  well  as  the  "  Centre- 
field"  are  "black  enamel,"  and  both  are  bordered  with  gold  em- 
broidery. The  engraving  should  indicate  the  color  of  the  badge, 
and  show  our  ''three  stars." 

There  are  several  errors,  too,  in  the  spelling  of  the  proper 
names,  such  as  Brooks  for  Brooke,  and  Childres  for  Childress; 
but  the  correction  of  these  is,  of  course,  not  as  important  as  that 
of  the  other  errors. 


In  our  very  first  issue,  we  have  departed  from  our  original  in- 
tention of  publishing  a  forty- eight  page  Journal.  This  was 
necessary  in  order  to  bring  to  the  immediate  attention  of  the 
Fraternity  many  matters  of  pressing  importance.  In  our  subse- 
quent issues,  however,  our  readers  need  not  expect  more  than 
forty-eight  pages  of  reading  matter;  and  if  we  should  decide  at 
any  time  to  increase  the  size  of  our  Journal,  why,  then,  the  re- 
sult will  be  simply  that  they  will  get  more  for  their  subscription- 
money  than  we  promised. 
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MEMORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  R.  McD.   IRBY. 

Death  never  lets  man  forget  him.  No;  he  is  constantly  prc- 
claiming,  with  stinging  emphasis,  his  kingship  over  the  human 
family;  and  to  his  decree  there  is  no  such  thing  as  disobedience. 
Our  Fraternity  has  lately  been  reminded  of  his  power,  by  a  sum- 
mons to  our  dear  brother  J.  R.  McDaniel  Irby,  in  the  midst  of 
a  useful  and  lofty  career.  When  we  first  knew  him,  Irby  was  a 
youth  of  seventeen;  manly,  thoughtful  and  earnest  beyond  his 
years.  We  were  fellow-students  at  the  University  of  Virginia 
and  brothers  of  the  Delta  Chapter  there.  His  qualities  made 
him  deeply  beloved  by  his  intimates  and  his  talents  gave  him  a 
high  stand  with  the  Faculty.  Nature  gave  him  keen  perceptive 
powers,  and  his  love  for  science  led  him  to  investigations  which 
further  sharpened  them.  It  is  as  a  lost  friend,  however,  with  a 
warm  heart  and  an  open  hand,  that  we  shall  most  miss  him ;  and 
how  the  world  regards  its  misfortune  is  best  told  by  an  eminent 
German  scientist,  Professor  vom  Rath,  in  the  following  communi- 
cation to  the  Johns  Hopkins  University,  translated  for  the  Palm: 

Dr.  John  Robin  McDaniel  Irby  was  born  August  4th,  1854,  at 
Lynchburg,  Virginia,  of  one  of  the  most  cultivated  and  respected 
families,  which  afterwards  suffered  severe  loss  and  damage  in  its 
material  circumstances  by  the  war  of  secession.  In  the  educa- 
tion of  the  boy,  his  uncle  and  godfather,  John  Robin  McDaniel, 
of  Lynchburg,  had  a  share  deserving  all  praise.  Having  been 
prepared  for  higher  studies  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  Irby 
went  in  1875  to  Heidelberg  to  study  with  Prof  Carl  Klein.  In 
the  following  year  he  became  an  academic  citizen  of  our  Univer- 
sity— in  which  he  specially  devoted  himself  to  crystallography 
and  mineralogy,  as  well  as  to  natural  philosophy,  and  most  sue- 
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cessfully  solved  a  prize  theme  given  by  the  Philosophical  Faculty, 
and  having  for  its  subject  a  critical  disquisition  on  scalenohe- 
drons.  In  recognition  of  this  work  the  Philosophical  Faculty  of 
Goettingen  bestowed  on  him,  in  the  summer  of  1878,  the  dignity 
of  a  Doctor,  In  company  with  a  young  wife  selected  at  Bonn, 
he  returned  to  the  United  States  in  July,  1878.  At  first  he  chose 
Washington  as  his  abode,  in  order  to  finish  some  labors  com- 
mitted to  him  partly  by  the  Director  of  the  Coast  Survey,  partly 
by  the  Smithsonian  Institution.  The  former  concerned  the  expo- 
sition of  crystallographic  methods  of  projection,  which  is  to  form 
a  chapter  of  a  larger  work  on  projections  prepared  by  the  Direc- 
tor of  the  Coast  Survey.  The  work  he  was  charged  with  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution  consisted  in  the  editing  of  some  MS. 
notices  of  Smithson's  saved  from  the  conflagration  of  the  Insti- 
tute in  i860;  which  notices  the  Institution  had  concluded  to 
publish  in  an  embellished  volume  devoted  to  the  memory  of  the 
noble  founder.  After  having  accomplished  these  labors,  Irby 
went  to  the  State  of  Tennessee,  with  the  intention  of  going,  after 
the  decrease  of  the  yellow  fever,  to  New  Orleans,  to  meet  again 
his  parents.  There  he  received  the  melancholy  and  unexpected 
news  that  both  father  and  mother  had  succumbed  on  the  very 
same  day  to  the  epidemic,  and  that  a  few  days  later  a  brother  of 
his  had  followed  them  in  death.  In  order  to  save  the  paternal 
business  for  two  younger  brothers,  and  carry  it  on  through  the 
disorganization  of  all  things  in  consequence  of  the  epidemic, 
Irby  hastened  to  New  Orleans.  After  having  succeeded  in  this, 
and  having  founded  the  new  firm  of  J.  J.  Irby's  Sons  as  a  con- 
tinuation of  J.  J.  Irby  &  Son,  and  transferred  it  to  his  brothers, 
he  returned  in  April,  1879,  to  Washington,  and  in  July  went  from 
thereto  Baltimore,  where  a  position  as  teacher  at  the  Johns  Hop- 
kins University  was  conferred  on  him.  At  this  University,  formed 
after  the  model  of  German  Universities,  Irby  now  received  a 
situation  as  tutor,  in  which  he  felt  very  happy — the  more  so,  as 
he  could  hope  that  after  some  time  it  would  be  changed  into  a 
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regular  professorship.  With  his  office  of  teacher  he  hoped  to  be 
able  to  unite,  during  a  three-months'  vacation,  an  examination 
he  was  charged  with  by  the  United  States  Geological  Survey, 
of  the  most  important  places  abounding  in  minerals  in  the  United 
States,  particularly  those  of  Lake  Superior.  Thus  he  hoped 
gradually  to  get  into  possession  as  well  of  his  own  scientific  con- 
victions, as  of  the  working  materials  which  were  to  form  the 
foundation  for  his  life  task — namely,  a  "  Mineralogy  of  the  United 
States."  He  intended  to  make  the  beginning  with  calc-spar,  for 
the  study  of  which  he  was  specially  prepared.  He  had  already 
collected  for  this  study  the  splendid  crystals  of  Lake  Superior, 
having  respectively  examined  the  collections  at  Baltimore  and 
those  of  Columbia  College,  New  York.  Profs.  Briish,  at  New 
Haven,  and  Eggleston,at  New  York,  assisted  him,  by  letting  him 
have  forty  magnificent  calc-spar  mmeral  specimens  of  Lake  Su- 
perior, which  have  almost  completely  gone  out  of  trade.  After 
these,  the  calc-spar  crystals  of  Rossie,  New  York,  attracted  his 
attention.  Suites,  also,  of  these  were  collected  for  searching 
study.  The  theory  of  the  calc-spar  system,  the  scrutiny  of  its 
zones  and  of  the  planes  lying  in  them,  appeared  to  him  as  the 
real  centre  and  essence  of  crystallography.  Ever  since  his  six- 
teenth year  (thus  he  wrote  from  Bedtimore,  August  24th,  1879), 
he  was  filled  with  the  endeavor,  so  far  undefined,  to  study  the 
constitution  of  matter.  The  study  of  calc-spar  gave  a  definite 
direction  to  this  endeavor,  and  brought — thus  he  added  jocu- 
larly— his  own,  "formerly  indefinite  being  and  striving  to  a  well- 
ordered  crystallization."  The  months  immediately  following 
were  employed  partly  in  elaborating  his  lectures,  partly  in  meas- 
urements with  Fuess'  Goniometer,  that  had  been  newly  acquired 
by  the  University  at  his  request.  These  measurements  concerned, 
besides  calc-spar,  some  organic  combinations  in  which  he  had 
recognized  interesting  relations  between  form  and  mixture.  Then 
suddenly  an  enticing  prospect  of  mineralogical  labor  was  opened 
to  him.     A  financial  company  charged  him  with  the  examination 
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of  a  district  in  Chili,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  his  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  prospects  of  a  mining  produce.    With  quick  readi- 
ness he  accepted  the  charge,  full  of  a  joyful  hope  of  being  able 
thoroughly  to  investigate  a  little  known — almost  virgin — terri- 
tory.    His  absence  was  fixed  for  about  nine  months,  which  Mrs. 
Irby  was  to  spend  with  her  little  son  at  the  house  of  her  parents 
at  Bonn.     On  the  second  of  March,  Irby  took   passage  at  Ne\V 
York  for  Chili.     From   Panama,  which   he  left  on  the  17th,  he 
wrote  a  letter  full  of  glad   confidence  and  mirthfulness.     In  the 
gulf  of  Guayaquil  he  was  seized,   in  consequence  of  the  great 
heat,  by  a  slight  attack  of  fever,  which,  however,  yielded  after 
two  days,  and  left  but  a  slight  state  of  weakness.     He  quickly 
recovered  when  the  steamer  continued  on  her  voyage  along  the 
Peruvian  coast,  tempered  by  the  cool  Humboldt  current.    On  the 
forenoon  of  March  25th,  Maunday  Thursday,  1880,  he  had  ap- 
parently been  in  perfect  health.     Only  half  an  hour  after  he  had 
participated  in  a  conversation  with  his  accustomed  freshness  and 
cheerfulness,  he  was   found   lifeless,  sitting  on   the  floor  of  his 
cabin,  leaning  with  his  back  against  a  light  camp-stool,  without 
the  least  trace  of  death-agony.     In  all  probability,  a  hidden  de- 
fect of  the  heart   was  the  cause   of   this  mournful  catastrophe, 
which  snatched  from  Science  a  much  promising,  sagacious,  en- 
thusiastic devotee;  from  his  friends,  a  friend  of  most  rare  kind- 
ness of  heart  and  faithfulness,  and  from  his  family  an  excellent 
husband,  father  and  brother.     The  companion  of  the  deceased. 
Dr.  Burnes,  interred  the  mortal  remains  of  the  young  crystallog- 
rapher  (instead  of  at  sea)  at  Pacasmayo,  Peru.     Dr.  Irby — whom 
we  sometimes  saw  as  a  guest  in  our  circle — leaves  with  all  who 
knew  him  the  impression  of  an  extraordinary  man  by  the  amal- 
gamation of  qualities  that  are  very  rarely  embodied  in  one  and 
the  same  individuality — of   searching    acuteness    and    childlike 
kindness  and  purity  of  heart.     His  friends  loved  and  revered  in 
him  that  gratifying  union  of  high  education  and  a  simple,  puri- 
tanical  mind.     His  conversation,  always  the  true  expression  of 
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his  thoughts,  was  without  sham   and  pretence.     Although  his 
terrestrial  work  was  interrupted  so  early  and  so  suddenly,  Science 
will  honor  his  memory,     Irby's  inaugural  dissertation  on  *' The 
Crystallography  of  Calcite,"  will  have  to  serve  as  a  foundation 
for  any  further  disquisition  on  tLis  mineral,  richest  in  forms  of 
all  the  minerals.     His  work  contains  a  critical  investigation  and 
calculation  of  50  rhombohedrons,  106  scalenohedrons  as  certamly 
defined  forms,  to  which   is  joined  a  discussion  of  13  rhombohe- 
drons and  about  35  scalenohedrons,  as  forms  not  certainly  defined. 
The  author  classifies  the  scalenohedrons  in  preference  by  zones, 
and  distinguishes  the  edge  zone  of  the  chief  rhombohedron  with 
39  scalenohedrons;  the  edge  zone  of  the  i  acute  rhombohedron — 
2R(i5),  zone  of  the  edges  R — R(5);  besides  these,  there  are  re- 
maining 46  forms,  that  do  not  pertain  to  the  named  chief  zone. 
Of  all  these  forms  the  characteristic  angles  (6  for  each  scaleno- 
hedron)  were  newly  calculated  to  the  second.     With  regard  to 
the  nature  of  crystallization,  Irby  follows  Haiiy's  theory,  as  is 
shown  by  his  words:  "It  is  plain  that  the  smallest  rhombohed- 
rical  particles  produced  by  cleavage  already  show  a  certain  ex- 
istence in  the  crystal  not  yet  cleaved."     That  the  rhombohedron 
of  cleavage  is  to  be  considered  as  the  primitive  form  of  all  the 
other  forms,  Irby  also  concludes  from  the  fact  that  the  crystalli- 
zation of  calc-spar  from  its  solutions  always  begins  with  the  chief 
rhombohedron,  as  is  especially  shown  by  G.  Rose's  experiments. 
In  the  designation  of  forms,  Irby  follows  Miller's  precedent  in 
referring  the  planes  to  three  axes  going  parallel  with  the  end 
edges  of  the  chief  rhomohedron.    A  comparative  synopsis  of  the 
relative  frequency  of  the  different  forms  of  calc-spar  (of  which 
Levy's  statements  formed  the  foundation)  gave  this  result,  that  in 
this  respect  the  forms  join  each  other,  as  follows:  the  prism'  ooR; 
the  first  blunt  rhombohedron — ^R;  the  first  acute  one — 2R;  the 
basis  OR;  the  chief  rhombohedron  R  (particularly  in  the  arti- 
ficially formed  microscopic  crystals,  more  rarely  in  larger  natural 
crystals,  very  rarely  predominate  alone,  almost  entirely  wanting 
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in  the  specimens  of  Andreasberg).     In  the  next  place  follows 
the  second  acute  4R;  further  R3  and  a)R2. 

In  an  appendix  to  this  work,  which  critically  illustrates  the 
observations  made  so  far,  Irby  gives  the  results  of  measurements 
of  his  own  on  crystals  from  Agaete  (Gran  Canaria),  from  Lake 
Superior,  and  from  Andreasberg,  which  already  had  founded  the 
basis  of  Hessenberg's  investigations;  as  in  general  Irby's  work 
on  calc-spar  was  essentially  facilitated  and  prompted  by  the  pre- 
parative studies  of  the  lamented  Hessenberg,  who,  in  the  midst  of 
his  studies,  dedicated  to  calc-spar,  was  interrupted  by  death. 
Worthy  of  notice  are  some  remarks  of  Irby's  on  the  works  and 
character  of  the  great  benefactor  of  the  United  States,  James 
Smithson,  in  conjunction  with  the  latter's  above-mentioned  notes 
to  his  collection  of  minerals.  *  *  *  jj-^  ^j^J3  pamphlet,  de- 
voted to  Smithson's  memory,  Irby  shows  a  pious  reverence  for 
his  country's  benefactor  in  these  words :  "  Who  that  has  known 
the  splendid  benefits  derived  from  Smithson's  great  foundation 
has  not  felt  a  desire  to  know  more  nearly  him  from  whom  the 
gift  proceeded  ?  Who  has  not  been  impressed  with  his  perse- 
vering philanthrophy  when,  foiling  to  attain  his  object  through 
the  Royal  Society  of  Great  Britain,  he  turned  his  face  to  the  New 
World,  and  laid  up  his  name  in  the  new  order  of  things  and  men? 
Who  has  not  discerned  in  this  the  spirit  of  a  real  benefactor  of 
mankind,  and  not  that  of  a  vain  builder  of  his  own  monument?" 

*  sK  *  * 

The  grief  for  the  loss  of  a  young  man  so  good  and  so  highly 
gifted  as  Dr.  Irby,  whose  scientific  development  had  scarcely 
begun,  finds  a  relief  only  in  the  conviction  that,  with  regard  to 
the  moral  development  of  his  being,  he  was  prepared  and  accom- 
plished in  a  rare  measure.  G. 
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Alfred  Marshall  (Va.  Alpha). 

J.  C.  J.  Clay  (Va.  Beta). 

T.  W.  Bond  (Ky.  Omicron). 

Stephen  Ranncy  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  L.  Brower  (N.  C.  Xi). 

J.  W.  Whitfield  (Ky.  Omicron; 

W.  K.  Smith  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  A.  Shaw  (N.  C.  Xi). 

Saunders  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  G.  Ivie  (Tenn.  Iota). 

J.  B.  Blackmon  (N.  C.  Xi). 

B.  A.  Gray  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  W.  Currin  (Tenn.  Iota). 


Isaac  Paul  (Va.  Eta). 
W.  A.  Langhorne  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  H.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
W.  M.  Reed  (Tenn.  Iota). 
Samuel  Hill  (Tenn.  Gamma). 
E.  G.  McClanahan  (Tenn.  Theta). 
E.  D.  Wooley  (Ky.  Mu). 
Vernon  Via  (Va.  Delta). 
Frank  W.  Walker  (Va.  Alpha). 
W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  C.  Lumpkin  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
T.  B.  Edmiston  (W.  Va.  Zeta). 
A.  O.  Battle  (Tenn.  Lambda). 


W.  S.  Stephens  (Tenn.  Lamba).  D.  C.  McKay  (Ky.  Mu). 


D.  T.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
George  Lee  (Va.  Beta). 
George  Watson  (Va.  Alpha). 
C.  A.  Ellett  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  R  Crawford  (Va.  Delta). 


F.  P.  Bond  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
J.  C.  Kinckle  (Va.  Beta). 
J.  R.  McD.  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 
J.  A.  Crichton  (Va.  Alpha). 
E.  C.  Mix  (Va.  Epsilon). 


E.  D.  Campbell  (Va.  Beta). 

Note. — The  members  whose  names  are  found  in  the  above  list 
have  been  reported  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals 
as  deceased ;  but  the  particulars  as  to  the  timCy  place  or  caiise  of 
death  are  known  in  the  case  of  only  a  fezv  of  them.  Members 
and  others  who  possess  such  information,  or  who  know  of  otJier 
cases  of  death  among  the  members  of  the  //.  T.  Q.  Fraternity,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Editor  of  this  Jour- 
nal— to  the  end  that  we  may  add  to  our  other  Annals  a/////  and 
accurate  register  of  our  Dead. 
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Vol.  I.  Riclimond,  Ya.,  February,  1881.  No.  2. 

THE   ALPHA   TAU    OMEGA    FRATERNITY— ITS 
ORIGIN   AND   EARLY  HISTORY. 

[The  following  address  was  delivered  before  the  mother  chapter  and  her 
single  daughter,  assembled  in  joint  meeting,  at  the  close  of  the  session  of 
1865-6,  by  Otis  A.  Glazebrook,  our  honored  Chief-Founder.] 

Mos^  Worthy  Grand  Master  and  Brothers : 

'Tis  with  no  ordinary  feelings  that  I  appear  before  you 
to-night.  As  a  young  inventor,  with  throbbing  heart  and  jealous 
eye,  notes  the  popularity  and  success  of  his  first  invention — as 
a  mother  feels  for  her  first-born — with  feelings  akin  to  these  have  ^ 
I  undertaken  this  office.  The  rise  and  progress  of  the  A.  T.  Q. 
as  compared  with  many  similar  Societies  which  have  risen  and 
flourished,  is  but  an  affair  of  yesterday.  Time  and  circumstan- 
ces have  not  yet  so  much  favored  her,  nor  has  a  wide  renown 
nor  boasted  reputation  handed  her  down  into  our  keeping  as  a 
treasure  of  antiquity  or  pleasant  memorial  of  by-gone  days. 
Historic  f)age  Jbas  never  claimed  her  for  its  own,  and  she  lives 
not  in  the  nfemory  of  the  past.  A  child  of  to-day,  she  stands 
before  you  to  plead  her  own  cause  by  her  established  principles, 
and  invites  acquaintance  by  her  holy  object.  Stripped  of  the 
tinsel  and  gold  of  marvelous  fiction,  she  presents  as  her  creden- 
tials the  eternal  principles  upon  which  she  has  been  founded. 

lam  firsttospeakofthe  time  and  circumstances  which  gave  birth 
to  this  Society.  Alas!  unhappy  South,  to  thy  ruin  are  we  in- 
debted for  this  Brotherhood !      'Mid  the  confusion  and  misery  of 
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thy  fall,  when  brother  hardly  knew  brother,  it  was  necessary 
that  hearts  should  seek  for  those  with  whom  they  might  com- 
mune, and  friends  for  those  in  whom  they  might  confide!  The 
threatening  cloud  had  burst,  and  the  waters  of  woe  had  deluged  a 
heroic  people.  A  respite  had  at  length  come,  but  still  the  dreary 
winds  of  adversity  were  howling  around  our  mansions,  and  im- 
moralities and  vices — those  which  follow  in  the  trail  of  a  cruel 
and  devastating  war — were  knocking  at  our  doors,  clamorous  for 
admittance.  'Twas  in  these  times — these  modern  times,  that 
tried  men's  souls — that  the  thought  of  this  union  was  first  con- 
ceived. The  standard  of  those  virtues  which  were  once  held  in 
the  highest  estimation  and  veneration  was  trailing  in  the  dust, 
and  none  had  thought  of  respecting  its  hallowed  shreads.  The 
design  to  rescue  it,  while  but  the  thought  of  a  moment,  was  the 
work  of  many,  and  weeks — aye,  months — elapsed  before  suffi- 
cient maturity  of  plan  and  unity  of  action  justified  even  three  in 
entering  upon  the  arduous  and  responsible  undertaking.  The 
morning  of  the  nth  of  September,  1865,  found  these  three 
friends  together  in  the  city  of  Richmond;  and  in  a  few  days 
the  laws  by  which  we  are  now  governed,  set  forth  the  object  of  their 
meeting.  Feeling  and  knowing  the  defects  of  their  production, 
but  at  the  same  time  highly  appreciating  the  cause  for  which 
they  had  enlisted,  these  three  friends  determined  to  disregard 
their  own  imperfections,  and,  by  giving  a  start  to  the  work,  to 
throw  their  little  might  into  the  treasury  of  the  common  good. 
One  a  graduate,  the  other  two  still  cadets,  and  members  of  the 
graduating  class,  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  naturally 
enough  they  looked  forward,  as  the  first  and  surest  field  for  their 
labors,  to  those  whom  they  knew  as  tried  friends  and  loved  asso- 
ciates. And  well  might  they  have  based  their  hopes  upon  such 
associates,  and  joyous  indeed  has  been  the  realization  of  their 
most  sanguine  expectations.  Brothers-in-arms  soon  became 
brothers-in-love,  and  grasping  the  proffered  hand,  the  ark  oi  cove- 
nanted friendship  received  an  impetus  which,  thus  far,  has  car- 
ried it  safely  over  every  opposing  obstacle. 
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But  the  laborers  thus  increased  could  not  stop.  One  field  was 
stripped  of  its  best  covering,  but  others  were  groaning  beneath  the 
burden  of  their  rich  and  enticing  crops.  The  home  of  Lee  was 
near,  and  quick  was  the  rattling  scythe  opening  a  row  in  his 
teeming  harvest  field.  The  grain  was  found  good  and  full 
worthy  to  be  mingled  with  that  already  garnered.  Need  I  tell 
you  of  our  progress  from  this  time?  How,  first  meeting,  now 
and  then,  in  private  rooms,  our  ranks  were  increased  slowly  but 
worthily?  How  the  adopted  children  so  increased  in  numbers 
that  the  inotJier  was  no  longer  able  to  provide  for  both?  Does 
the  first  initiation,  the  granting  of  the  first  Charter  for  a  separate 
chapter,  and  the  frequent  communions  of  mother  and  child  in 
their  common  Hall,  need  description  by  my  tongue?  No;  these 
things  are  fresh  in  your  memories  this  moment,  and  the  happy 
incidents  of  the  past  few  months  have  riveted  them  in  those 
memories  stronger  than  my  humble  voice  could  hope  to  do. 
This  gathering  attests  the  validity  of  my  statement,  and  it  fills 
the  heart  of  one  of  the  original  three  with  feelings  of  the  deepest 
gratitude  and  emotion.  My  instructions  are  now  complied  with, 
but  my  duty  urges  me  further.  Our  past  is  reviewed,  but  let  us 
remember  that  we  have  a  future,  and  that  we  are  champions  for 
principles  which,  if  properly  inculcated,  will  bring  eternal  honor 
to  ourselves,  lasting  good  to  mankind.  If  the  reward  for 
success  is  so  great,  the  remorse  for  failure  is  not  less.  In- 
vidious eyes  are  ever  on  Secret  Societies,  and  seldom  does  an 
unguarded  point  escape  the  piercing  weapons  of  our  adversaries. 
Need  I  tell  you,  then,  that  I  am  about  to  invite  your  attention  to 
one  of  the  most  effective  and  important  shields  that  can  be  used 
in  our  defence,  viz:  the poiver  of  influence,  and  the  effect  that  our 
conduct  shall  have  upon  the  outside  world?  To  us  much  of  the 
Past  may  be  buried  beneath  the  dark  waves  of  oblivion,  and 
Memory,  truant  to  duty,  may  scarcely  be  able  to  collect  her  scat- 
tered links  or  even  distinguish  the  outlines  of  her  shadowy 
tenants.     But  that  Past,  tho'  well-nigh  forgotten,  sleepeth  not; 
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it  breathes,  it  lives,  it  burns,  and  the  intensity  of  its  heat  shall  be 
felt  forever.  Every  word,  every  action  has  been  placed  to  our 
credit — for  weal  or  woe;  and  every  impression  made  upon  a 
fellow-associate — like  the  minutest  drop  in  the  ocean,  which  goes 
on  swelling  and  extending  until  its  effect  is  felt  at  the  utmost 
limits  of  the  watery  element — will  redound  from  generation  to 
generation,  until  the  hissing  flame  of  a  burning  world  shall  pro- 
claim that  Time  is  no  more.  Demosthenes  has  found  a  bed  for 
centuries  beneath  Athens'  sacred  soil;  but  the  tongue  that  called 
Liberty  into  existence  and  calmed  the  waves  of  public  passion, 
still  burns  its  way  into  numbers  of  living  hearts,  and  the  elo- 
quence of  his  heroic  conduct  still  animates  and  fires  a  goodly 
host  of  zealous  patriots  in  many  lands.  Cicero  was  but  a  single 
man;  yet  his  voice,  like  the  sweetest  notes  of  enrapturing  music, 
could  control  the  decrees  of  Conscript  Fathers.  Vice  could  not 
resist  the  enchanting  sound,  and  the  criminal  himself  must  some- 
times venture  within  the  very  walls  of  the  Forum.  After  the 
death  of  this  single  man,  Rome's  days  of  freedom  were  among 
the  things  that  were,  and  the  richest  diadem  that  ever  decked  a 
nation's  brow  had  lost  its  most  precious  jewel.  But  we  need  not 
go  so  far  for  examples  to  illustrate  the  power  of  influence.  Our 
every-day  life  is  continually  presenting  them  to  our  eyes,  and, 
whether  it  be  pleasant  or  not,  we  have  to  acknowledge  the  Divine 
law  that  we  are  our  brother's  keeper.  What  is  applicable  to  an 
individual  is  generally  applicable  to  an  association  of  individuals, 
and  this  truth  is  peculiarly  applicable  to  this  Fraternity.  Precluded 
by  the  solemnity  of  an  oath  from  revealing  anything  whatever  of 
our  object  or  designs,  we  are  dependent  very  much  upon  the 
impressions  our  conduct  towards  each  other  make  upon  those 
who  are  watching  our  every  movement.  Let  us  not  then  defeat 
our  object  by  inattention  to  one  of  our  most  important  and  cer- 
tainly most  pleasant  duties.  How  regardless  that  brother  is  of 
his  oath,  and  how  unworthy  of  his  calling,  who  will  allow  a  dif- 
ference of  position,  wealth  or  fame,  at  any  time  or  under  any  cir- 
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cumstances,  to  prevent  him  from  carrying  into  effect  the  require- 
ments of  that  oath !  How  many  of  us  even  now  pass  each  other 
with  but  the  shghtest  sign  of  recognition,  or  ever  have  one 
word  of  conversation  together,  save  through  the  medium  of  this 
Society-Hall !  This  is  not  right,  Brothers,  and  we  can  never  expect 
to  succeed  as  long  as  we  fail  to  put  in  practice  the  theory 
we  have  so  solemnly  adopted.  It  behooves  the  mother  to  set 
a  better  example  to  her  offspring  and  to  those  who  are  soon 
to  become  our  successors  in  the  great  and  worthy  cause.  But 
grow  not  weary  of  my  finding  fault.  If  a  display  of  broth- 
erly-love and  the  exercise  of  other  virtues  are  necessary  to 
establish  our  aims  and  object  favorably  before  the  world,  zeal 
and  energy  are  no  less  necessary  to  keep  up  vitality  among  our- 
selves. We  cannot  be  idle  and  hope  to  succeed;  and  the  member 
is  sadly  ignorant  of  the  responsibility  and  extent  of  his  pledge, 
who  is  willing  only  to  aid  us  by  his  presence,  or  claims  to  be  a 
brother  because  he  has  the  right  to  wear  the  badge.  I  tell 
such  a  one  that  he  has  a  right  to  wear  the  badge  by  the  letter 
but  not  by  the  spirit  of  our  Constitution,  and  that  by  such  a  course 
he  is  defeating  the  very  principles  which  he  has  sworn  to  uphold 
and  promulgate.  Nor  should  luke-warmness  be  encouraged; 
for,  as  the  fading  wick  first  glimmers  at  intervals  and  then  grad- 
ually dies  away  into  utter  darkness,  so  will  such  a  one  grow  faint 
when  the  first  obstacle  presents  itself,  and  then  gradually  fall  into 
utter  indifference  beneath  the  burden  of  a  perjured  soul  and  the 
consciousness  of  having  been  false  to  the  cause  and  its  faithful 
defenders.  Enthusiasm  and  zeal  are  then  necessary  requisites 
for  success,  and  assuredly  they  are  most  essential  in  the  earl}- 
days  of  a  struggling  Society.  Let  us  not  hesitate  to  jump  from 
the  wagon  when  it  is  necessary,  and  put  our  shoulders  to  the 
wheel,  and  if  our  zeal  will  only  be  proportioned  to  the  good  that 
we  may  be  able  to  do,  the  year  1870  (which  is  the  time  fixed  for 
our  first  Convention),  will  witness  the  assembling  of  a  Convention, 
composed  of  delegates  from  our  chapters,  which  will  be  more 
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than  gratifying  to  every  member,  and  which  will  give  to  A.  T.  Q. 
an  honored  stand  among  the  like  Societies  of  the  present  day. 
Gladly  would  I  speak  of  the  success  that  has  thus  far  attended 
our  efforts,  and  the  reasonable  expectation  we  have  of  a  bright 
and  noble  destiny;  may  be,  too,  I  would  be  tempted  to  pry  be- 
hind the  dark  curtain  of  futurity,  and  regale  myself  and  you 
with  anticipations  the  most  pleasant  of  the  part  that  our  ward  is 
yet  to  act  in  that  great  blank  which  is  lost  in  its  own  immensity, 
but  neither  your  patience  nor  my  time  will  admit  of  it.  A  short 
good-bye  to  those  from  whom  we  are  about  to  part,  and  my  task 
will  be  completed.  A  few  days  severs  the  intimate  relation 
that  many  of  us  for  years,  others  for  months,  have  sustained  to 
each  other,  and  these  last  through  the  medium  of  this  Society. 
This  relation  has  been  exceedingly  pleasant  to  me,  and  as  far  as 
I  know  most  pleasant  to  every  member  of  our  Society.  It  has 
succeeded  in  uniting  two  of  the  most  promising  Schools  of  the 
land  in  the  bonds  of  sincerest  friendship  and  brotherly  affection, 
and  hence  has  accomplished  in  a  few  months  what  formality  and  eti- 
quette failed  to  accomplish  in  so  many  years;  and  I  would  here 
remark  that  if  our  operations  as  a  Society  shall  be  restricted  to 
this  place  and  we  be  debarred  more  extensive  usefulness,  this  act 
alone  will  furnish  us  an  eternal  monument;  and  even  in  the  days 
of  our  greatest  prosperity  we  can  look  back  to  it,  altho'  one  of 
our  earliest  rewards,  as  one  of  the  proudest  memorials  of  the 
worth  and  aim  of  our  Society.  Confined  to  the  limits  of  a  village 
town,  we  have  been  dependent  upon  each  other  for  association. 
How  will  it  be  when  we  enter  as  pupils  that  unlimited  school 
with  its  various  departments — the  World?  This  is  an  important 
question,  concerning,  as  it  does,  the  vitality  of  the  Society'.  In 
answering  it  within  the  silent  depths  of  your  hearts,  remember 
that  our  oath  is  not  limited  by  time  or  place;  and  in  bidding 
good-bye  to  each  other  to-night,  it  is  as  the  breaking  up  of  a 
large  household  by  a  stern  necessity,  when  no  one  feels  that  the 
bonds  are  actually  severed,  but  all  look  forward  to  a  happy 
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reunion  at  some  future  time  in  the  old  homestead.  With  perfect 
confidence  can  we  leave  the  management  of  the  mother  and  her 
only  child  in  the  hands  of  those  who  will  remain.  Let  us  who 
depart  but  discharge  our  respective  duties  as  well,  and  a  grateful 
posterity  will  yet  revere  us  as  their  early  benefactors.  I  now  bid 
you  good-bye — both  those  of  you  who  shall  remain  and  those 
who  shall  depart — feeling  satisfied  that  our  efforts  will  not  have 
been  in  vain,  if,  with  energy  and  spirit,  we  shall  put  in  practice 
the  Eternal  Principles  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 


OLD  LANDMARKS. 


In  following  with  the  mind's  eye  the  fortunes  of  the  Alumni 
of  our  various  chapters  one  is  struck  by  the  fact  that  so  large  a 
number  of  them  are  distinguished  in  their  various  walks  in  life. 
Perhaps  no  Fraternity  no  older  than  ours  can  compare  with  us 
m  this  respect.  The  survivors  of  the  little  band  which  in  1865 
started  A.  T.  iL  on  its  career  of  usefulness  are  themselves  under 
the  middle  age — none  of  them  being  forty  years  old,  and  proba- 
bly all  feeling  that  the  part  of  life  most  fruitful  in  usefulness  and 
honors  is  still  before  them ;  yet  they  are  among  the  prominent 
professional  and  business  men  of  our  country,  and  many  of  our 
brothers  are  even  younger  than  they.  To  one  familiar  with  the 
characters  of  the  men  who  were  the  founders  of  our  Fraternity, 
the  explanation  of  this  is  not  difficult,  or  a  matter  of  doubt. 

Falling  into  the  reminiscent  mood,  one  of  these  "fathers"  of 
the  Brotherhood  (not  one  of  the  original  three,  however),  would 
fain  revert  to  those  times,  and,  after  the  manner  of  the  ancient, 
indulge  for  a  while  in  garrulity — tiresome  or  not  to  others — 
whereby  the  good  planting  of  our  Brotherhood  may  appear  to  be 
concerned  much  in  the  good  fruitage  which  it  has  already  brought 
forth. 

Note,  then,  in  a  small  room  in  Lexington,  Virginia,  near  the 
close  of  that  most  memorable  year,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty- 
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Jive,  a  little  band  of  young  men — some  eight  or  ten — a  remnant 
of  the  fine  corps  of  three  hundred  cadets,  who  had  gone  out  a 
little  more  than  one  year  before  that  time  to  join  in  the  bloody 
turmoil  then  thickening  and  darkening  around  them.  Back  again 
amid  the  old  scenes,  wondering  almost  to  find  themselves  to- 
gether and  come  out  of  the  midst  of  chaos  and  death  unhurt  in 
body  and  (since  they  are  young)  in  mind.  Around  them  still  are 
ruin  and  ashes  almost  smoking.  Middle  aged  and  old  men  go 
about  in  their  sight  despondent  with  the  hard  necessity  of  com- 
mencing life  with  no  capital  of  earthly  goods  and  little  of  hope. 
Failure,  disappointment,  bankruptcy,  uncertainty,  doubt  and  the 
shadow  of  despair  all  over  the  land — to  many,  one  sole  comfort, 
namely,  that  the  zvorst  had  come,  and  that  since  change  must  be 
the  future  must  needs  bring  better  things.  In  this  general  gloom, 
not  wholly  devoid  of  hope,  had  closed  four  years  crowded  with 
epics  more  stirring  than  any  ever  nurtured  in  poet's  imagination. 
Was  it  strange  that  young  men  coming  out  of  that  quadrennium 
of  heroics  and  finding  demand  enough  still  for  heroic  qualities, 
should  themselves  possess  such  qualities  in  a  higher  degree  than 
those  living  in  softer  times?  Indeed,  would  it  not  have  been  very 
strange  if  any  plastic  young  soul  could  have  gone  through  those 
years  growing  into  manhood  with  lax  fibre  in  which  was  incor- 
porated none  of  the  heroism  of  the  times  ?  Surely  the  young 
men  then  assembled  in  Lexington  could  not  have  included  in 
their  number  many  such,  for  they  drew  inspiration  not  only  from 
those  past  years,  but  also  from  the  inanimate  and  silent  things 
around  them,  from  the  grandeur  of  the  mountains,  and  from  the 
mute  memorials  and  sacred  dust  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  but  chiefly 
from  the  living  presence  of  the  greatest  of  men.*  Amid  such  in- 
fluences, then,  did  the  serious  minds  of  these  young  men,  sobered 
in  the  very  heyday  of  boisterous,  noisy  youth  by  hardsnips,  dan- 
gers, rude  shocks  of  war  and  wearing  suspense  of  utter  defeat 
and  fate  unknown,  begin  to  turn  to  all  works  of  resurrection. 
Bound  close  together  by  all  that  binds  soldiers  of  a  fatherland 

*  Robert  E.  Lee. 
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defeated,  they  said,  "  We  will  give  a  form  to  this  bond,  and  we 
will  see  that  this  form  be  perpetuated  to  remote  times."  A  bond 
not  resting  upon  these  temporary  circumstances  that  influence 
our  minds  and  hearts,  but  a  bond  founded  upon  the  universal 
brotherhood  of  good  and  noble  men.  In  such  a  spirit  did  these 
founders  organize  the  Alpha,  Virginia.  Then  they  began  to  look 
to  their  friends  in  the  College  near  by — Washington  and  Lee 
University.  Certain  of  these  students,  all  unconsciously,  were 
narrowly  watched  in  those  days — for  there  was  to  be  no  black 
sheep  in  that  flock.  Cautiously,  lest  mistake  might  be  made,  a 
few  were  picked  out  and  brought  into  the  Chapter,  and  well  have 
these  men  vindicated  the  judgment  of  those  who  vouched  for 
them.  Then,  by  the  aid  of  these,  others  were  added,  till  the  Col- 
lege members  were  strong  enough  to  stand  as  a  chapter  by  them- 
selves. Thus  came  into  existence  the  Alpha  and  Beta  chapters 
of  Virginia.  To  the  rare  old  reunions  of  those  chapters  in  those 
days  the  affections  of  this  chronicler  turn  with  stirring  emotion. 
Not  a  jar  or  hint  of  unsympathetic  feeling  among  them.  Men 
who  knew  each  other  and  who  felt  to  their  heart's  core  the  motto 
which  was  oftenest  upon  our  lips.  Here  is  not  space  to  give  to 
recollections  of  these  times  which  arise  at  their  mention. 

Let  us  consider  this  only  at  this  time — that  in  the  character  of 
these  men  and  their  brotherhood  lies  the  secret  of  the  fact  which 
was  to  be  explained  in  this  writing.  We  would  have  no  unworthy 
members — we  did  not  think  of  numbers — and  being  fortunate  in 
our  judgments,  our  members,  in  organizing  branches,  followed 
the  principles  of  selection  that  were  continually  before  them  in 
the  old  Chapter  talks  and  deliberations.  Thus  it  happened  that 
for  many  years,  both  at  the  V.  M.  I.  and  at  Washington  and  Lee, 
people  noticed  with  remark  that  among  honor  men,  valedicto- 
rians, essayists  and  medalists  the  Maltese  Cross  shone  conspicuous, 
and  so  it  happens  that  among  honor  men  even  in  extreme  parts 
of  our  country  it  still  shines  conspicuous.  Does  any  chapter 
need  to  be  admonished  that  it  break  not  from  the  old  Landmarks 
in  this  matter  of  choosing  members?  We  trust  not.     H.  H.  D. 
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THE  EQUATION  OF  OUR  AIMS. 

Out  of  the  audibly  chaotic  clash  of  the  currents  and  counter- 
currents  of  humanity's  emotional  ocean  we  see  each  life-bringing, 
joy-laden  current  of  good  gliding  peacefully  to  eternity's  sea. 
These  currents  represent  the  living  tissues  of  the  great  body  of 
the  world,  the  motive  power  for  the  machinery  of  creation;  their 
collective  momentum  is  the  measure  of  the  progress  of  mankind. 
In  the  equation  of  this  momentum  our  aims — both  as  to  process 
and  result — must  enter  as  a  small  though  appreciable  factor. 
What  matters  it  if  our  factor  be  only  a  fraction  with  the  denomi- 
nator great  and  the  numerator  small?  Are  not  all  fractions  infi- 
nite when  they  become  fractions  of  eternity? 

To  the  reflective  brother,  conscious  that  naught  but  good  can 
permanently  exist,  it  is  a  question  of  decided  moment  how  we 
may  increase  our  present  factorial  interest  in  the  equation  before 
us.  Plainly,  the  equation  is  the  quantitative  measure  of  what  is 
qualitatively  pure  gold.  We  know,  then,  what  is  to  be  added. 
But  how  can  it  be  obtained?  An  answer  to  this  question  (it  is 
hoped)  is  to  be  found  in  the  observations  which  follow  on — 

I.   The  Men  We  Do  Not  Want. 

That  heaven-ordained  priest  of  the  everlasting  temple — that 
noblest  of  God's  nobility — Thomas  Carlyle,  with  his  caustic,  vice- 
branding  pen,  brings  into  ghastly  relief  the  charnel  houses  of  the 
damned  and  damnable,  and,  with  a  vengeance  born  of  greatness 
and  goodness,  tears  the  hypocritical  mask  from  all  human  seem- 
ingness.  The  "dead  grammatical  cinder"  to  which  some  souls 
(professorial  and  otherwise)  are  burnt;  the  "impalpable  nothing- 
ness" due  to  mercenary  rapacity;  the  putrefactive,  corruptive 
cess-pools  of  monstrous  charlatanry  and  demoniacal  wickedness 
alike  receive  the  scarifying  attentions  of  his  pen.  Read  his  Sar- 
tor Resartus — the  men  we  do  not  want  are  pictured  there.     It 
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must  not  be  supposed  that  they  are  distinctively  English  or  non- 
existent idealities — they  are  rather  masked  entities  around  and 
about  us — animated  and  animating.  True,  they  are  the  scavengers 
of  the  body  politic;  the  carrion  crows  of  unpretentious  as  well 
as  pretentious  society,  though  not  always  distinctly  recognizable 
as  such. 

To  such  as  may  deem  these  remarks  on  the  ''Men  we  do  not 
zvanf  superfluous,  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  exercise  of  ex- 
ceeding great  care  is  never  a  vice ;  moreover,  many  years  must 
elapse  before  the  Fraternity  system  shall  universally  employ  it, 
even  in  a  form  milder  than  that  here  suggested.  **  The  glittering 
phrase  often  masks  a  poverty  of  thought";  so  may  extrinsic 
seeming  be  regarded  as  intrinsic  worth.  Against  this  we  are  to 
strive,  for  Fraternities  rest  upon  the  intrinsic  worth  of  men.  Be 
careful,  watchful,  guardful  in  these  matters;  but  bestow  equal 
attention  upon  the  selection  of — 

II.  The  Men  We  Do  Want. 

Some  men  are  great  by  nature;  some  become  great  by  educa- 
tion; some  men  are  small  by  nature  and  become  even  smaller  by 
education.  The  emotional  thermometer  of  some  great  men  pre- 
serves a  happy  mean  between  arctic  frigidity  and  tropical  inten- 
sity; some  men,  equally  great,  oscillate  between  these  limits — 
now  intensified  by  the  unconscious  ebullition  of  the  Godlike 
within,  now  chilled  by  contact  with  grovelling,  temporal  natures 
without. 

There  are  no  fixed  immutable  laws  for  estimating  human  char- 
acter— a  wise  provision,  no  doubt,  for  man  must  needs  have  con- 
fidence in  his  fellow-man  or  chaos  would  result.  Our  judgments, 
then,  are  based  upon  variables,  not  upon  constants;  upon  symbols, 
not  upon  what  is  symbolized;  upon  the  container,  not  upon  the 
thing  contained;  in  fine,  our  judgments  are  true  or  false,  accord- 
ing as  the  symbol,  man,  proves  eventually  to  represent  more  or 
less  faithfully  what  is  symbolized. 
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Though  fully  admitting  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  in 
estimating  human  character,  it  may  be  well  to  offer  a  few  sug- 
gestions with  regard  to  student-life,  which  may  serve  as  a  guide 
to  those  Missionary  Brothers  who  are  carrying  the  glad  tidings 
to  the  unregenerate  at  our  non-fraternal,  paganistic  outposts. 

Intellectually  considered,  students  range  themselves  naturally 
under  four  heads:  (i),  good  heads;  (2),  medium  heads;  (3),  poor 
heads;  (4),  block  heads.  Considered  with  reference  to  the  heart 
they  are  similarly  classified:  (i),  good  hearts;  (2),  medium  hearts; 
(3),  poor  heats;  (4),  block  hearts  (novelistic  stone  hearts  are  only 
ideal).  Unhappily,  the  soul  is  not  necessarily  a  product  of  the 
brain,  and  we  often  find  the  devout  worshipper  at  the  intellectual 
shrine  suddenly  transformed  into  a  cold,  calculating  "motive- 
grinder"  when  tested  by  the  higher  standard.  The  block  heads 
and  block  hearts  should  be  utterly  discarded;  the  former  because 
they  cannot  do  good,  the  latter  because  they  can  do  harm.  With 
these  eliminated,  success  can  be  obtained  by  securing  a  harmo- 
nious combination  of  head  and  heart.  Remember,  however,  that 
"charity  covereth  a  multitude  of  sins,"  but  "intellect,  of  itself, 
doeth  much." 


A  WORD  TO  CHAPTERS. 


College  Fraternities  are  rapidly  gaining  ground.  One  College 
after  another  gradually  removes  its  restrictions  concerning  them. 
Professor  and  student.  Senior  and  Freshman,  all  frequently  meet 
in  fraternal  communion;  and  none  can  deny  the  benefits  that  re- 
sult therefrom.  Then  why  should  Colleges  oppose  College  Fra- 
ternities? Undoubtedly  because  the  chapters  of  different  Frater- 
nities so  often  disagree  among  themselves,  and  produce  discord 
in  their  respective  institutions.  This  is  the  only  argument  that 
can  be  advanced  against  them;  but  this  will  ever  present  a  formi- 
dable barrier  to  their  progress  unless  the  different  Fraternities 
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shall  inaugurate  an  intcr-fratcrnity  code  of  ethics  among  them- 
selves that  shall  end  the  senseless  and  exceedingly  unpleasant 
difficulties  that  so  often  occur  between  College  Fraternities. 
A.  T.  J2.  endeavors  to  inculcate  lofty  principles,  and  if  they  shall 
be  adhered  to,  she  will  always  show  a  Fraternity  in  every  respect 
worthy  of  imitation.  While  we  should  ever  strive  for  distinctions, 
we  should  never  exult  over  a  rival's  defeat.  If  we  are  not  in  the 
ascendancy,  then  we  should  labor  by  every  honorable  means  to 
gain  a  higher  position,  but  never  try  to  loiver  a  rival.  In  endea- 
voring to  gain  accessions  to  our  ranks,  we  should  rather  exhibit 
our  own  good  qualities  than  the  defects  of  other  Fraternities. 
Let  us  never  make  a  remark  that  would  reflect  discredit  upon 
any  Fraternity.  Should  we  be  injured,  let  us  not  repay  in  the 
same  coin,  but  try  to  discover  the  offender  and  firmly  and  dispas- 
sionately inform  him  of  his  error,  and,  in  our  humble  opinion, 
his  own  brethren  will  assist  us  in  administering  the  proper  re- 
proof. We  should  always  remember  that  though  we  be  offended 
and  be  tempted  to  vindicate  our  wrongs  by  force,  we  yet  owe 
high  duties  to  others  that  should  greatly  modify  our  action.  The 
tranquillity  of  the  institution  in  which  our  chapter  is  allowed  to 
exist  is  a  matter  that  we  should  always  carefully  consider ;  and 
we  should  endeavor  to  assist  in  maintaining  College  discipline, 
and  not  become  ourselves  disturbers  of  College  peace. 

Let  us  as  Alpha  Taus  everywhere  be  distinguished  by  our  gen- 
tlemanly bearing  and  courtesy,  and  let  us  especially  exhibit  a 
kind  and  generous  feeling  for  members  of  a  sister  Fraternity. 
Such  a  course  will  undoubtedly  insure  us  the  respect  and  kind 
feeling  of  others.  And  when  Fraternities  generally  shall  begin 
to  pursue  this  course  towards  each  other,  a  decided  step  will 
then   have   been  taken    in  the  direction  of  silencing   "College 

opposition." 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr. 
Ala.  Alpha-Epsilon. 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  CHAPTERS. 


VIRGINIA  ALPHA. 

Editoi's  Palm: — As  Bro.  Alston,  our  Correspondent,  is  prevented 
by  sickness  from  writing  the  regular  letter  from  this  chapter,  I 
am  this  afternoon  to  write  just  what  he  may  dictate. 

Being  under  the  impression  that  you  would  notify  him  as  to 
when  the  letter  for  publication  should  be  forwarded  to  you,  he 
has  waited  for  the  notice,  which  came  yesterday  in  rather  a 
"blowing  up"  style.  This,  then,  will  account  for  his  seeming 
neglect,  and  will  show  you  that  his  silence  is  not  to  be  attributed 
to  a  desire  to  shirk  his  duty. 

We  regret  exceedingly  that  we  were  not  able  to  send  a  dele- 
gate to  represent  our  chapter  at  the  late  Congress,  but  as  not  one 
of  us  could  get  a  furlough,  we  of  course  had  to  go  unrepresented. 
Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  next  Congress  is  to  meet  so  near  us — 
in  Washington,  D.  C.« — we  sincerely  trust  we  will  be  represented 
by  one  of  our  number  in  person. 

Our  chapter  is  progressing  with  its  regular  routine  business, 
nothing  of  special  interest  having  transpired  since  Bro.  Alston 
last  wrote  you. 

We  hope  to  send  you  soon  our  subscriptions  in  full  for  the 
Palm. 

Do  you  know  anything  of  the  present  whereabouts  of  Bro.  C. 
E.  Waldran,  formerly  of  Memphis,  Tenn.?  If  I  remember  cor- 
rectly, he  was  a  member  of  Tennessee  Lambda  (1869).  He  was 
a  most  estimable  fellow,  and  I  would  like  to  know  where  he  is. 

I  write  in  much  haste. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 

W.  H.  Price,  Correspondent  pro  tern. 


VIRGINIA  DELTA. 

Editors  Palm: — The  first  issue  of  the  Palm  came  duly  to  hand, 
and  we  are  all  very  much  pleased  with  it  and  consider  it  a  marked 
success.  Since  our  last  letter  we  have  initiated  Bro.  Robert  Rob- 
ertson, of  Danville,  Va.,  thus  making  our  total  number  of  mem- 
bers to  date  thirteen.  Our  chapter,  I  am  happy  to  say,  is  in  a 
very  prosperous  and  flourishing  condition,  and  ranks  among  the 
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first  at  the  University.  Since  its  establishment  at  this  place,  on 
the  25th  of  November,  1868,  this  chapter  has  had  one  hundred 
members.  Of  these,  seventy-two  were  initiates  and  twenty-eight 
came  from  other  chapters.  The  University  of  Virginia  has  been 
often  very  appropriately  called  "  The  home  of  the  Fraternities." 
This  is  strictly  true,  and  I  doubt  if  there  is  any  other  institution 
of  learning  in  this  whole  country  where  there  are  as  many  Fra- 
ternities represented  as  there  are  here,  and  they  themselves  as 
vigorous  and  flourishing.  This  speaks  very  well  for  the  class  of 
men  who  come  here,  for  it  is  a  well  known  fact  that  Fraternities 
— at  least  the  majority  of  them — are  very  careful  and  exclusive 
in  the  selection  of  members.  The  first  thing  a  Fraternity  requires 
is  that  a  man  should  be  a  gentleman^  and  since  that  is  the  case, 
you  can  easily  imagine  how  high  must  be  the  tone  of  an  institu- 
tion which,  like  this,  supports  and  affords  material  for  sixteen 
Fraternities.  As  it  might  be  interesting  to  many  of  your  read- 
ers, I  give  their  names,  in  alphabetical  order,  with  the  present 
membership  of  each. 

Alpha  Tau  Omega,  13;  Beta  Theta  Pi,  15;  Chi  Phi,  17;  Delta 
Kappa  Epsilon,  14;  Delta  Psi,  8;  Kappa  Alpha  (Southern),  12: 
Kappa  Sigma,  4;  Kappa  Sigma  Kappa,  8;  Mystic  Seven,  9;  Pi 
Kappa  Alpha,  12;  Phi  Delta  Theta,  18;  Phi  Gamma  Delta,  10; 
Phi  Kappa  Psi,  12;  Phi  Kappa  Sigma,  10;  Sigma  Chi,  17;  Zeta 
Psi,  8. 

The  University  itself  is  in  a  much  more  prosperous  condition 
than  it  was  last  year,  and  bids  feir  to  continue  to  increase  in  pros- 
perity. 

Since  our  last  we  have  also  received,  and  forwarded  to  you, 
three  additional  subscriptions  to  the  Palm,  which  makes  the 
whole  number  of  subscriptions  sent  you  by  us  twenty-three. 
There  are  a  great  many  of  our  Alumni  from  whom  we  have  not 
yet  heard,  but  we  suppose  most  of  them  have  subscribed  through 
other  channels. 

Our  men  this  year  are  divided  among  the  different  schools  as 
follows:  In  the  Law  School  are  Bros.  Faison,  Norton,  Renick, 
and  Stokes;  in  the  Medical  School  are  Bros.  Morris  and  R.  L. 
Robertson;  and  in  the  Academic  Schools  are  Bros.  Addison, 
Eustis,  Mallory,  Massie,  Owens,  R.  Robertson,  and  myself  We 
hope  next  June  to  have  two  or  three  degrees  and  several  diplo- 
mas. Last  year  we  had  one  degree  in  each  of  the  professional 
schools,  W.  T.  Daniel  graduating  as  Bachelor  of  Law  and  J.  S. 
St.  Clair  as  Doctor  of  Medicine.  We  also  had  several  diplomas 
in  the  Academic  Department. 
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We  are  all  anxious  to  get  the  next  number  of  the  Palni^  as  we 
have  no  authentic  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress.  We 
learn,  however,  that  it  was  productive  of  much  good  to  our  Or- 
der. We  were  unable  to  send  a  delegate,  as  the  University  does 
not  give  any  holiday,  with  the  exception  of  Christmas  day,  and 
the  intermediate  examinations  follow  so  closely  after  Christmas 
that  none  of  us  could  get  away  for  as  long  a  time  as  it  would 
have  required  to  go  to  Macon  and  return.  At  the  next  Congress, 
however,  we  expect  to  turn  out  en  masse. 

I  add  the  following  personals: 

Bro.  W.  G.  Bennett  (Virginia  Alpha,  '65),  who  was  one  of  the 
founders  of  this  chapter,  is  practicing  law  in  Weston,  West  Va. 
We  hope  he  will  come  by  and  see  how  strong  a  tree  has  sprung 
from  the  seed  he  assisted  in  planting  at  this  place  thirteen  years 
ago. 

Bro.  B.  H.  Pleasants,  '77,  is  practicing  medicine  in  Newcastle, 
Craig  county,  Va.  We  hear  that  he  contemplates  moving  to 
some  other  location,  and  we  hope  he  will  let  us  hear  from  him 
when  he  is  settled  in  his  new  home. 

Bro.  Jas.  D.  Moody,  '77,  is  practicing  law  in  Galveston,  Texas, 
We  received  a  letter  from  him  asking  us  to  send  him  the  Palm. 

Bro.  R.  L.  Burwell,  'j'l^  I'^^s  been  practicing  medicine  in  Balti- 
more,'Md.,  for  some  years;  he  is,  however,  now  traveling  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Bro.  F.  W.  Taylor,  '73,  has  a  position  as  assayist  in  the  Smith- 
sonian Institute,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Bro.  A.  K.  Phillips,  Jr.,  '80,  is  in  business  in  Fredericksburg, 
Va.  He  has  promised  to  pay  us  a  visit  this  session.  We  shall 
be  delighted  to  see  him. 

Bro.  Jas.  L.  Willis,  '79,  is  practicing  law  in  Talbotton,  Ga.  He 
has  been  admitted  to  partnership  with  his  uncle — an  old  and  dis- 
tinguished practitioner — and  the  firm  is  now  "Willis  &  Willis." 
We  rejoice  to  hear  of  his  good  luck. 

Our  chapter  has  for  the  second  time  this  session  been  called 
upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  one  of  its  members.  Bro.  Geo.  C. 
Humes,  '72,  died  in  the  latter  part  of  December  at  his  home  in 
Maryland.  At  our  next  meeting  appropriate  resolutions  of  re- 
spect will  be  passed.  In  his  death  our  Fraternity  has  lost  a 
staunch  and  faithful  supporter  and  this  chapter  a  zealous  and  tal- 
ented member.  We  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathy  to  his  bereaved 
family. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

J.  Randolph  Anderson,  Correspondent. 
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Hall  of  Vircfnia  Delta  Chapter, 
Alpha  Tau  Ome(xA  Fraternity, 
University  of  Va.,  Jan.  17,  1881. 

Whereas  it  has  pleased  Ahiiighty  Providence  to  take  from  us 
our  dear  brother,  Geo.  C.  Humes,  thus  depriving  our  Fraternity 
of  a  bright  and  zealous  member:  therefore  be  it  resolved, 

1.  That,  while  bending  under  a  Father's  chastening  hand,  we 
lament  the  decease  of  our  true  and  noble  brother. 

2.  That  we  extend  our  heartfelt  sympathies  to  his  bereaved 
family. 

3.  That  we  wear  our  usual  badge  of  mourning. 

4.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  family  of  the 
deceased,  and  that  they  be  inserted  in  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Palm  and  the  Virginia  University  Magazine. 

].  Randolph  Anderson, 
R.  Lindsay  Robertson, 
W.  E.  Faison, 

Committee. 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-BETA. 

Editors  Palm: — I  find  among  the  multifarious  duties  pressing 
at  my  hands  for  a  prompt  and  speedy  dispatch,  the  writing  a 
letter  to  the  Palm  in  behalf  of  the  Georgia  Alpha-Beta. 

In  scanning  the  suggestions  given  in  your  first  number  as  to 
the  modus  scribendi  of  the  "Chapter  Letter,"  I  see  that  the 
necessary  information  touching  our  chapter  has  already  been 
given,  hence  a  repetition  so  soon  as  this  would  be  superfluous. 

This  chapter  was  duly  organized  in  November,  1878.  At  thai 
time  there  were  already  four  well-equipped  Fraternities  at  this 
University,  viz :  Phi  Delta  Theta,  Kappa  Alpha,  Sigma  Alpha 
Epsilon,  and  Chi  Phi.  But  there  was  room  and  an  abundance  of 
unexceptionably  good  material  for  another,  and  so  it  happened 
that  one  lovely  morning  in  the  month  aforesaid  there  appeared 
the  "  Maltese  Cross,"  with  its  three  stars  and  crescent  overarching 
the  clasped  hands,  reflecting  the  mellow  rays  of  the  autumn's 
sun,  from  the  lapels  of  four  of  Georgia's  promising  sons. 

These  dear  brothers  did  not  remain  long  with  us  to  steer  the 
Georgia  Alpha-Beta's  small  yet  shore-destined  bark,  for  they  all 
took  their  degrees  at  the  following  commencement,  but  they  left 
behind  them  to  take  their  place  thirteen  men,  with  hearts  as 
cheerful,  hands  as  willing,  and  spirits  as  invincible  as  ever  char- 
acterized the  founders  of  any  one  of  our  chapters. 
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At  our  last  meeting  we  initiated  the  Rev.  C.  D.  Campbell,  pastor 
of  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  city  of  Athens,  Ga.  Brother  Camp- 
bell's broad  culture,  distinguished  scholarship  and  ability  as  a 
preacher  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  his  profession  in 
this  State.  We  therefore  congratulate  ourselves  and  the  Order 
at  large  on  his  accession  to  membership  in  our  Brotherhood. 
And  we  hope  the  Fraternity  will  avail  itself  of  his  superior  talents 
by  calling  them  into  official  service. 

As  to  the  standing  and  relative  rank  of  the  University  of 
Georgia,  I  have  only  to  say  that  we  are  quite  satisfied  to  refer  to 
its  history  for  its  claims,  or,  what  is  tantamount  to  the  same,  to 
point  to  the  shining  galaxy  of  its  Alumni  for  an  answer. 

I  beg  leave  now  to  add  a  few  thoughts  for  the  good  of  the 
Order. 

It  looks  sometimes  as  if  we  had  lost  sight  of  the  very  spirit 
of  our  union  and  brotherhood.  If  I  were  to  say  we  are  wanting 
in  the  duty  of  dispensing  brotherly  love,  one  to  another,  I  would 
doubtless  be  guilty  of  doing  Alpha  Taus  injustice;  but  were  I  to 
charge  some  of  them  with  a  lack  of  true  coiirtesy  (and  this  is  the 
subject  on  which  I  wish  to  comment),  I  feel  that  no  one  could 
join,  issue  with  me. 

I  do  not  refer  now  to  our  intercourse  with  the  world,  though 
that  should  be  characteriz^ed  by  kind  words  and  kind  acts,  but  to 
our  intercourse,  to  our  relations  with  brotJier  Alpha  Taus ;  and  I 
speak  now  to  them.  How  often  do  we  pass  each  other  with  a 
salutation  so  indifferent,  so  spiritless — if  it  can  be  called  a  saluta- 
tion at  all — that  we  hardly  know  whether  to  claim  a  place  in  the 
bosom  of  the  passer-by  or  not. 

Brothers,  we  are  as  much  bound  to  cultivate  the  habit  of 
courtesy  as  any  other  excellent  habit.  We  may  have  talents, 
goodness  of  heart,  and  a  thousand  other  accomplishments;  but 
nothing  can  supply  a  lack  of  true  courtesy. 

It  is  the  finishing  touch  that  polishes  the  character  of  eternal 
friendship;  and  surely  the  Alpha  Tan  character  is  incomplete  with- 
out it. 

Then  let  us  not  disregard  any  of  those  little  amenities  that  the 
very  spirit  of  A.  7'.  iL  demands  of  all  her  true  and  loyal  follow- 
ers. Whatever  is  lovely  in  piety,  whatever  is  refining  and  ele- 
vating in  culture,  whatever  is  tender  in  sympathy,  whatever  is 
liberal  and  forbearing  in  charity,  whatever  is  charming  and  capti- 
vating in  the  social  affections — ought  to  be  incarnated  in  us,  who 
by  the  very  spirit  of  our  covenant  are  supposed  to  be  the  em- 
bodiment of  the  grand  principles  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  i^., 

J.  T.  M ALONE,  Correspondent. 
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ALABAMA  ALPHA-EPSILON. 

Editors  Paint: — Our  long  wished-for  Fraternity  Journal  has  at 
last  begun  its  career  of  usefulness,  bearing  the  standard  of  //.  T. 
iL  in  a  new  capacity  on  to  that  exalted  position  her  principles 
entitle  her  to  in  the  Fraternity  world;  and  we  join  with  the  band 
of  a  thousand  Alpha  Taus  in  heartfelt  thanks  to  Brother  Jos.  R. 
Anderson,  Jr.,  the  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Palm,  who  has  so  suc- 
cessfully labored  in  our  cause.  The  P^/;;2  is  decidedly  a  success; 
it  is  one  of  the  best  Journals  of  the  kind  in  existence.  Such 
Journals  will  do  much  towards  overcoming  the  opposition  of  Col- 
lege authorities  to  Secret  Fraternities.  Let  every  chapter  act  on 
the  suggestions  of  the  Palm,  and  comply  fully  with  our  Con- 
stitution, and  every  College  will  be  benefited  by  having  a  chapter 
of  A.  T.  Q.  connected  with  it. 

Our  present  chapter  roll  is  a  follows:  Of  the  First  class.  Cap- 
tain J.  T.  Letcher,  Lieutenant  B.  B.  Ross,  Lieutenant  A.  J.  Mitchell, 
Lieutenant  W.  U.  Acree,  Lieutenant  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.;  of  the 
Second  class,  Sergeant  J.  M.  Reid,  Sergeant  A.  M.  Clegg,  Sergeant 
H.  Lamar,  Sergeant  P.  M.  Hutchinson,  G.  A.  Carden,  W.  W.  Pear- 
son, M.  S.  Stevens,  J.  J.  Banks,  W.  L.  Bullard  and  E.  N.  Brown; 
of  the  Third  class.  Corporal  W.  M.  Hurt  and  Corporal  T.  F. 
Mangum ;  of  the  Fourth  class,  E.  P.  Alexander,  Jr.,  M.  E.  Hill 
and  C.  L.  Bass.  The  general  condition  of  our  chapter  can 
scarcely  be  improved  upon.  We  have  won  to  our  ranks  this  term 
men  who  will  be  a  lasting  honor  to  A.  T.  /i.  We  have  now  twenty 
splendid  men,  well  distributed  through  all  the  classes. 

Our  only  rival — the  Phi  Delta  Theta — has  twenty-three  very 
good  men;  but  knowing  that  they  are  disposed  to  act  justly, 
we  have  no  fear  of  maintaining  our  ground.  The  chapter  of  Sig- 
ma Alpha  Epsilon  in  our  College  has  disbanded,  and  most  of  the 
members  have  joined  the  Phi  Delta  Theta.  We  believe  the  whole 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity  is  in  a  bad  condition.  Defective 
general  government  is  assigned  as  the  cause.  We  can  but  sigh 
at  the  downfall  of  a  Fraternity  which  has  furnished  our  sunny 
clime  with  so  many  noble  sons,  and  we  yet  hope  that  she  will  re- 
act and  sustain  her  former  reputation. 

The  A.  &  M.  College,  of  Alabama,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
South.  Though  young,  she  is  doing  a  grand  work.  We  now 
have  matriculates  from  six  States  of  the  Union,  with  a  good  home 
patronage.  Last  year  the  number  of  students  was  279,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  we  will  have  equally  as  many  before  the  close 
of  the  present  session.  The  Alabama  Alpha- Epsilon  Chapter 
intends  ever  to  keep  pace  with  the  growth  of  our  College;  and 
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with  a  membership  regular  in  attendance  upon  its  meetings, 
prompt  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  courageous  in  barring 
their  doors  to  the  ignoble,  enterprising  in  their  efforts  to  win  to 
our  ranks  all  whose  lives  will  adorn  our  beloved  Order,  and  with 
a  conviction  that  every  College  in  the  Union  should  have  such  a 
chapter  of  our  Fraternity — we  cast  the  gauntlet  at  the  feet  of  the 
other  chapters  of  A.  T.  /i,,  and  challenge  them  to  a  contest  at 
establishing  new  chapters.  We  say  establishing  new  chapters,  for 
this  is  the  only  new  work  to  be  done.  Our  Constitution  is  per- 
fection and  our  government  is  administered  to  the  letter.  Brothers 
of  the  Old  Dominion,  there  are  still  openings  in  our  Mother  S\.ditQ 
where  the  J.  T.  Q.  banner  should  proudly  float.  Remember  you 
are  the  custodians  of  our  dear  parent.  Be  faithful  to  the  trust, 
and  never  rest  till  Virginia  is  ours.  North  Carolinians,  revive 
the  dead,  assist  our  young  sister  chapter,  and  plant  our  colors  in 
every  worthy  institution  in  your  State.  Let  not  the  chivalry  of 
the  dear  old  Palmetto  realm  fail  to  be  tempered  with  our  divine 
principles.  May  the  old  Empire  State  continue  her  glorious  work 
as  faithfully  as  it  has  been  begun.  In  Tennessee  the  cold  hand 
of  death  has  played  havoc  in  our  ranks.  You,  Brothers  of  that 
State,  have  much  work  before  you  to  raise  the  dead  and  continue 
the  invasion;  but  how  glorious  the  honor!  Tennessee  should 
be  to  us  an  impenetrable  stronghold.  Tennessee  i^,,  your  duty 
is  obvious.  To  7<9//:  we  look  for  aid.  Let  r^rr/ Brother  in  r^wj 
State  remember  that  we  look  to  him  individually  to  propagate 
our  most  noble  Order.  Let  the  world  know  that  we  beai  the  em- 
blem of  peace  and  good-will  to  all  sections. 

The  Eastern  territory  must  be  invaded,  and  the  West  is  already 
ripe  for  the  harvest,  while  the  sunny  South  is  being  garnered  in. 
Then — 

Alpha  Tan  Omegas  !  rally  to  the  fi2:lit, 

As  a  band  of  brothers  strivin<r  for  the  riglit ; 

For  a  crown  of  victory  is  awaiting  yon 

Wlio  nobly  contend  for  the  good  and  the  trnc. 

T^et  the  Cross  inspire  yon  in  the  noble  strife. 
Let  the  Cresent  shield  yon  when  the  danger's  rife, 
Let  the  bright  Stars  gnide  yon  till  the  light  is  done, 
Let  tile  "  Falm  "  reward  yon  when  tlie  victory's  won. 

May  yon  strive  with  valor,  Virtne's  champions  prove 
\\\  tiie  eanse  of  Friendship  and  Eternal  Love  ; 
Trntli  will  safely  lead  yon  to  tlie  sin-ine  of  Fame, 
And  snccess  will  greet  yon  wortii}^  of  youi-  name. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  iJ., 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Correspondent. 
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Editors  Palm: — This  is  about  the  fourth  letter  that  I  have  be- 
gun to  write  to  you  since  my  return  to  College ;  but  each  time 
some  interruption  has  caused  me  to  postpone  writing,  and  the 
consequence  is  I  have  been  two  weeks  writing  you  a  short  letter. 

Enclosed  please  find  Bro. 's  subscription  to  the  Palm. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  we  have  at  last  succeeded 
in   increasing  our  little  chapter;  that  is  to  say,  we  will   initiate 

Messrs. and as  soon  as  we  receive  the  required 

papers  from  our  W.  G.  C.     We  sent  on  the  applications  a  few 
days  ago  to  the  W.  G.  K.  E. 

Our  future  looks  bright,  and  I  can  almost  vouch  for  four  more 
additions  to  our  membership  before  June.  We  acknowledge  that 
we  have  not  done  as  much  for  our  little  chapter  in  the  past  as  we 
should  have  done,  but  I  am  sure  that  in  the  future  we  will  do 
everything  in  our  power  that  may  benefit  our  chapter  or  our  Fra- 
ternity at  large. 

We  are  eagerly  looking  forward  to  the  next  number  of  the 
Patm,  for  we  hope  to  see  in  it  letters  from  all  the  chapters,  and 
we  are  particularly  anxious  to  know  what  headway  our  extreme 
Southern  chapters  are  making,  as  I  must  confess  we  are  ignorant 
as  to  their  condition,  though  we  have  no  doubt  they  arc  all  flour- 
ishing. 

I  would  like  very  much  for  our  chapter  to  have  a  fuller  and 
more  definite  letter  in  the  next  Palm,  but  under  the  circumstances 
I  hardly  see  how  it  would  be  possible  for  us  to  do  it.  We  live 
i?t  hope,  however. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  SI, 

^  CoiTespondent. 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-ZETA. 

Editors  Palm: — It  is  with  very  warm  feelings  of  friendship 
that  we  contribute  this  our  first  letter  to  the  Palm.  We  sin- 
cerely believe  the  Palm  to  be  the  best  means  of  promoting  the 
good  of  our  noble  Brotherhood;  and  we  shall  do  all  in  our  power 
to  advance  the  interest  of  your  worthy  enterprise. 

The  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta  was  established  November  29th,  1880, 
by  our  beloved  Brother,  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook  (Va.  Alpha, 
'65),  of  Macon,  Georgia — a  brother  in  whose  praise  too  much 
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cannot  be  said.     We  only  hope  that  every  member  of  our  chap- 
ter may  be  as  good  an  A.  T.  IJ.  as  he  is. 

Our  chapter  now  numbers  nineteen  members — to  every  one  of 
whom  the  good  of  our  beloved  Order  will  always  be  dear. 

The  following  are  the  officers  elected  by  the  chapter  on  De- 
cember 6th,  1880,  and  whose  term  expires  on  the  6th  of  April, 
1881:  John  T.  West,  Worthy  Master;  John  F.  Eden,  Worthy 
Chaplain;  William  S.  Howell,  Worthy  Keeper  of  Exchequer; 
John  F.  Anderson,  Worthy  Keeper  of  Annals ;  Eugene  S.  Chamb- 
liss.  Worthy  Usher;  Beverly  D.  Evans,  Jr.,  Worthy  Scribe;  Ar- 
thur L.  Dasher,  Worthy  Sentinel.  -— 

Since  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  has  been  established 
here,  it  has  not  been  second  to  any  Fraternity  in  receiving  honors. 

In  the  elections  recently  held  in  the  Literary  Societies,  one  out 
of  the  two  Anniversarians  elected  was  an  A.  T.  X^.,  and  out  of  six 
Debaters  elected  to  participate  in  the  Champion  Debate  at  next 
Commencement,  three  were  from  our  Fraternity.  May  we  ever 
be  as  successful  in  the  future  as  we  have  been  in  the  past. 

Our  chapter  is  firmly  established,  and  we  hope  at  least  to  equal 
any  chapter  in  the  Fraternity.  We  know,  in  order  to  do  this, 
that  we  will  have  to  labor  diligently — this  we  shall  most  assuredly 
do;  and  if  by  chance,  at  some  future  day,  we  should  wear  the 
"Victor's  Crown,"  we  will  be  doubly  compensated  by  knowing  it 
has  been  achieved  over  such  powerful  rivals. 

Our  chapter  contains  some  of  the  very  best  material  in  College, 
and  I  think  myself  safe  in  saying  it  is  not  surpassed  in  any  re- 
spect by  any  chapter  in  the  College. 

There  are  chapters  of  three  other  Fraternities  in  Mercer  Uni- 
versity, viz:  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon,  the  Phi  Delta  Theta,  and 
the  Kappa  Alpha,  numbering  respectively  nine,  thirteen  and  ten. 
They  appear  to  be  working  diligently,  and  are  all  composed  of 
very  good  men. 

May  the  banner  of  A.  T.  IJ.  ever  float  victoriously,  and  may 
her  cause  find  zealous  champions  everywhere. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  IJ., 

Robert  B.  Barrow,  Correspondent. 
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LETTERS  FROM  ALUMNI. 


[From  Prof.  11.  II.  Dinwiddie  (Va.  Alpha,  '05),  A.  &  M.  College  of  Texas.] 

Dear  Brothers : — The  first  number  of  the  Palm  has  just  reached 
me. 

I  do  not  know  when  I  have  been  so  much  affected  by  any 
printed  paper  as  I  have  been  by  this.  In  turning  over  its  pages 
I  came  upon  a  succession  of  famihar  names  which,  thus  collo- 
cated, brought  suddenly  upon  my  mind  a  torrent  of  associated 
recollections — 

"  P'resh  as  the  first  beam,  f^Titterino^  on  the  sail, 
Tliat  brinc^s  our  friends  uj)  from  the  underworkl, 
And  sad  as  that  which  reddens  o'er  the  one 
Which  sinks  with  all  we  love  below  the  verge." 

In  particular  the  ** Necrology"  was  full  of  sudden  sorrows; 
for  the  want  of  just  such  a  means  of  intelligence  as  this  maga- 
zine had  rendered  it  possible  for  me  to  remain  in  ignorance  of 
the  death  of  some  whom  I  had  known  well  in  the  days  of  Vir- 
ginia Alpha  companionship.  Although  not  personally  ac- 
quainted with  him,  I  was  particularly  interested  in  the  career  of 
my  brilliant  fellow-townsman,  J.  R.  McD.  Irby.  He  was  a  mere 
child  when  I  left  Lynchburg,  but  I  have  read  his  published  scien- 
tific papers  with  great  pride  in  my  fellow-townsman.  His  death 
is  a  heavy  loss  to  science — no  man  can  ever  know  how  heavy — 
for  he  was  working  in  fields  which,  in  my  belief,  promise  very 
speedily  some  wonderful  results.  Alas!  that  he  should  have 
been  summoned  to  drop  his  task  just  as  he  was,  perhaps,  touch- 
ing the  clue  which  was  to  lead  into  the  very  heart  of  molecular 
mystery!  Other  acute  minds  are  working  in  the  same  direction. 
Chemistry  offers  a  path  to  the  same  goal,  which  some  are  now 
exploring;  yet  his  place  can  hardly  be  filled,  for,  though  workers 
multiply,  the  work  increases  still  more. 

I  am  glad  to  see  the  Palm.  To  my  mind,  this  first  number 
has  fully  proved  that  it  has  a  raison  d'etre^  and  I  wish  it  all  suc- 
cess. 1  will  send  my  subscription  as  soon  as  I  can  go  to  Bryan, 
which  is  our  nearest  money-order  of^ce. 

If  I  can  assist  the  good  work  in  any  way,  let  me  know. 
I  remain,  as  of  yore,  fraternally  yours, 

H.  H.  Dinwiddie. 


84  Alplui  Tait  Omega  Palm. 

[From  Henry  C.  Riley  (Ky.  Mu,  'TO),  Lawyer,  New  Madrid,  Mo.] 

D^ar  Brothers : — Your  circular  to  hand,  in  response  to  which,  I 
enclose  you  ;^3,  and  would  ask  you  to  insert  my  professional 
card  and  send  me  the  Palm.  I  am  always  glad  to  assist  in  such 
an  enterprise. 

I  lost  my  badge,  and  would  like  to  get  the  necessary  informa- 
tion as  to  where  I  can  get  another  made. 

We  hear  very  little  of  A.  T.  Q.  men  out  in  this  Western  coun- 
try.    Why  not  do  something  to  extend  the  Order  to  our  State  ? 
Fraternally  yours, 

HexXry  C.  Riley. 


[From  James  A.  BakKsdale  (N.  C.  Xi,  72),  Clerk  Chancery  Court,  Yazoo  City,  Miss.] 

Dear  Brothers : — I  have  received  a  copy  of  the  first  number  of 
the  Palm,  and  am  much  pleased  with  it.  I  wish  it  abundant  suc- 
cess, and  shall  do  all  that  I  can,  in  my  feeble  way,  to  advance  it. 

My  interest  in  our  beloved  Fraternity  is  as  deep  and  abiding 
as  it  was  the  day  I  became  a  member  at  Trinity  College,  N.  C, 
in  1872.  Your  mission  is  the  noblest  and  best  on  earth,  and  you 
will  be  sure  to  succeed. 

I  enclose  one  dollar;  please  enter  my  name  on  your  subscrip- 
tion list. 

With  the  prayer  that  you  may  realize  your  every  hope,  I 
remain, 

Yours,  fraternally, 

James  A.  Barksdale. 


[From  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebkook  (Va.  Alpha,  '65)  Rector  of  Christ  Church,  Macon,  Ga.] 

My  Dear  Brothers: — I  hasten  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  first 
number  of  the  Palm.  Words  cannot  express  my  gratification  and 
delight.  It  adds  but  another,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable,  items 
to  the  long  list  of  obligations  under  which  Brother  Anderson's 
devoted  efforts  have  already  placed  the  Fraternity.  May  he  be 
spared  long  to  advance  the  divine  cause  of  friendship  and  good- 
will among  men,  and  when  he  shall  be  called  away  from  his  noble 
labors  here  to  that  bright  home  and  glorious  reward,  which  cer- 
tainly awaits  him  beyond,  may  there  be  raised  up  some  Elisha 
upon  whom  his  mantle,  as  Elijah's,  may  fall!     God  bless  him! 

In  behalf  of  the  Fraternity  I  subscribe  myself  gratefully,  and 
on  my  own  account  besides,  faithfully  and  affectionately  your 
brother,  Otis  A.  Glazebkook. 

I  shall  have  some  subscriptions  to  the  Palm  ready  for  you  at 
Congress. 
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[From  Leonard  Marbuky  (D.  C.  Upsllon,  '74),  Lawyer,  Alexandria,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  hailed  with  great  pleasure  this  morning  the 
first  issue  of  the  Palm,  and  have  read  its  contents  with  a  great 
deal  of  interest.  I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  inestimable  value 
of  such  an  organ  to  our  Fraternity,  and  rest  assured  that,  so  far 
as  it  lies  in  my  humble  power,  it  will  receive  my  hearty  support. 
Please  find  enclosed  check  for  ^4.00,  in  payment  of  advertisement 
of  enclosed  card  and  one  year's  subscription.  With  wishes  of 
success,  I  am.  Fraternally  yours, 

Leonard  Marbury. 


[Prom  J.  S,  IlARNSBEKGER  (Va.  Eta,  '67),  Lawyer,  Harrisonburg,  Va] 

Dear  Brothers: — Number  i.  Volume  I  of  A,  T.  Q.  Palm  just 
received.  Enclosed  find  ^i.oo  from  me  as  subscriber.  Push  on 
the  good  work.  Yours,  fraternally, 

J.  S.  Harnsberger. 


[From  Joseph  G.  Brown  (N.  C.  Xi,  '72),  Bank  Teller,  Raleigh,  N.  C] 

My  Dear  Brothers: — The  appearance  of  the  Palm  to-day  re- 
minds me  of  a  neglect  of  which  I  am  not  often  guilty — that  of 
failing  to  answer  promptly  a  letter.  I  was  absent  from  home 
when  it  came,  and  since  my  return  have  been  so  busy  trying  to 
catch  up  and  keep  up  with  my  work,  that  I  have  not  found  time 
to  write  you. 

My  best  wishes  are  with  the  Palm,  and  I  enclose  ^i  for  one 
year's  subscription.  Have  not  looked  over  it  yet;  will  do  so 
soon,  and  do  all  I  can  to  circulate  it. 

Brother  W.  H.  Page,  of  whom  you  asked,  is  now  editing  the 
St.  Joseph  Gazette,  of  St.  Joseph's,  Missouri,  one  of  the  largest 
papers  in  that  section  of  the  country.  He  has  recently  married, 
is  working  hard,  and,  I  think,  successfully,  and  is  living  happily. 
If  I  can  give  you  any  information  at  any  time  about  our  North 
Carolina  brothers,  I  will  cheerfully  do  so. 

Wishing  you  and  the  Palm  abundant  success, 

I  am,  yours,  fraternally, 

Joseph  G.  Brown. 

P.  S. — I  also  enclose  ;^i  for  one  year's  subscription  for  Palm 
for  Brother  C.  R.  Lee,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  J.  G.  B. 


[From  Rev.  T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.  (Va.  Beta,  'G5),  Pastor  of  First  Baptist  Church, 
Petersburg,  Va.] 

My  Dear  Brothers: — I  congratulate  you  on  the  Palm,     It  is  all 
we  could  ask — fully  up  to  the  mark.     The  articles  are  all  good, 
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and  the  reader  finds  just  that  spice  and  variety,  along  with  pro- 
per dignity,  which  he  wishes  in  such  a  pubHcation.  I  can  hon- 
estly say  it  is  the  best  thing  of  the  sort  I  ever  saw.  I  expected 
something  creditable,  but  you  have  surpassed  my  expectations. 
I  congratulate  you  and  the  Fraternity. 

As  ever,  yours  in  ./.  T.  ii.,  T.  T.  Eaton. 


[From  A.  I,  Branham  (Ky.  Omicvon,  72),  Principal  Eatonton  Female  Academy,  and  Editor 
Messe7).ger,  Eatonton,  (ia.] 

My  Dear  Brothers : — Nothing  but  a  pressure  of  business  affairs 
could  have  prevented  my  writing  the  letters  which  I  promised 
you  sometime  ago.  I  am  at  the  head  of  the  Eatonton  Academy 
for  Young  Ladies,  editor  of  Tlie  Messenger,  contributor  to  two 
magazines,  and  am  trying  to  complete,  before  the  end  of  the  year, 
a  work  of  five  hundred  MS.  pages.  You  will  readily  perceive 
that  I  have  not  many  moments  to  spare. 

I  am  too  much  interested  in  the  work  of  A.  T.  /i.,  however,  to 
neglect  to  keep  up  in  some  measure,  at  least,  with  its  progress. 

I  have  received  the  Palm,  with  which  I  am  delighted.  It  is 
sure  to  accomplish  good  for  the  Fraternity — immense  good. 

If  you  will  permit  me  to  suggest,  would  it  not  be  well  to  pre- 
sribe  a  uniform  length  for  letters  from  chapters?  If  correspon- 
dents are  permitted  to  write  at  their  own  discretion,  they  are  apt 
to  occupy  too  much  space,  thus  preventing  the  appearance  of 
other  important  matters. 

I  suggest,  also,  that  as  the  Palm  must  rely,  to  a  considerable 
degree,  upon  advertisements  for  its  support,  you  admit  other  than 
those  from  members  of  the  Fraternity. 

I  notice  that  a  number  of  Alumni  members  are,  like  myself, 
teachers.  How  would  it  do  to  insert  short  school  cards  at  the 
same  rates — or  higher — as  those  charged  for  legal  cards? 

There  are  other  suggestions  which  I  might  make,  but  I  am 
not  going  to  burden  you  with  too  many  at  once.  When  I  see 
you  in  Macon,  I  shall,  with  your  permission,  unburden  myself 
more  fully. 

I  notice  that  you  have  F.  P.  Bond  dead.  He  was  shot,  and 
was  very  near  death  for  a  long  time,  but  recovered.  His  resi- 
dence is  Brownsville,  Tenn. 

If  you  have  not  sent  Brother  (Hon.)  D.  O.  Thomas  a  copy  of 
the  Palm,  do  so.     You  may  direct  to  l^rownsville,  Tenn. 

I  shall  furnish  you,  shortly,  with  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Brother 
T.  W.  Bond.     I  should  like  for  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  to 
know  what  manner  of  man  he  was;  there  was  never  a  better. 
Affectionately  and  fraternally  yours, 

A.  IvERsoN  Branham. 
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[From  L.  M.  Elder  (Va.  Delta,  '71),  Lawyer,  (Jhafctauooga,  Tcnn,] 

My  Dear  Brother  Anderson: — Your  most  delightful  letter  came 
to  hand  Sunday  night  last,  and  found  a  warm  welcome.  I  had  been 
notified  by  the  morning  mail  of  the  death  of  dear  George  Humes; 
which  intelligence  gave  me  great  pain.  Poor  fellow!  his  career 
was  short.  I  trust  he  was  prepared  for  death,  and  is  this  morn- 
ing amid  the  glories  of  the  better  land.  I  knew  nothing  of  the 
death  of  our  dear  Brother  Irby  until  I  saw  it  announced  in  the 
Palm.  He  was  at  my  house  with  his  young  wife  in  the  winter  of 
1878,  full  of  bright  anticipations  as  to  the  future.  He  married, 
as  you  know,  in  Germany,  and  his  wife,  at  that  time,  could 
scarcely  speak  a  word  of  luiglish.  I  deeply  regret  to  hear  of 
his  death.  I  think  he  would  have  achieved  distinction  had  he 
lived.  I  was  delighted  with  the  Palm.  It  comes  in  neatest  attire 
and  full  of  brotherly  affection  for  the  living  and  tender  regard  for 
the  memory  of  our  dead.  I  found  in  it  rich  food  for  head  and 
heart.  I  say  success  to  you!  I  will  send  you  our  card  after  a 
little.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  cannot  possibly  meet  you  at  Macon. 
This  is  the  most  difficult  time  in  the  whole  year  for  me  to  leave 
home.  I  truly  wish  I  could  go.  Which  way  do  you  go?  Can't 
you  come  by  to  see  us?  I  do  hope  you  will.  I  hope  you  will 
have  a  pleasant  and  profitable  session  of  the  Congress.  I  have 
not  seen  Brother  Hope  since  I  received  your  letter.  Brother 
(Dr.)  Happel  still  lives  in  Trenton,  Tenn.,  and  is  doing  well. 
Brother  Wilson  is  practicing  medicine  in  the  country  near  Pu- 
laski, Tenn.  Brother  M.  L.  Wicks  is  in  California;  don't  know 
his  postofifice.  Brother  Winchester,  at  P'ort  Smith,  Ark.,  can  tell 
you  Wicks'  postoffice.  Let  me  know  if  you  will  come  by  to  see 
us.     With  love,  I  am 

Your  friend  and  brother,  always, 

L.  M.  Elder. 


[From  W.  A.  BoBBiTT  (N.  C.  Xi,  72),  Merchant,  Durham,  N.  C] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  have  received  your  December  number  of  the 
Palm^  and  am  glad  to  know  of  its  existence.  It  is  something 
which  has  been  long  needed  by  our  Fraternity.  I  feel  confident 
that  it  will  do  much  to  increase  the  success  of  our  noble  Order. 
Enclosed  please  find  one  dollar  to  pay  for  my  subscription.  Af- 
ter January  ist,  1881,  my  postoffice  will  be  Durham,  North 
Carolina.  Please  forward  the  Palm  to  me  there.  I  also  enclose 
you  my  business  card,  which  you  will  please  insert,  and  send  me 
bill  of  same  to  Durham,  N.  C.  I  shall  occasionally  furnish  you 
with  contributions,  and  anything  I  can  possibly  do  for  the  good 
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of  our  noble  Order,  or  for  the  success  of  the  Palm,  I  shall  gladly 
do.  *  I  enclose  you  a  list  of  some  of  the  old  members  of  the 
North  Carolina  Xi,  and  trust  that  they  will  all  subscribe  to  the 
Palm.  The  death  of  Brother  John  L.  Brower  was  a  very  sad 
occurrence.  I  refer  you  to  Brother  G.  S.  Bradshaw,  of  Ash- 
boro',  N.  C,  who  can  furnish  you  with  all  the  particulars. 

Hoping  that  the  Palm  may  live  always,  and  that  it  may  be 
successful  throughout, 

I  am  yours,  fraternally, 

W.    A.    BOBBITT. 

P.  S. — Below  I  hand  you  a  list  of  some  of  our  members — 
those  I  knew  while  in  college.  This  is  not  half  of  the  members 
of  our  chapter,  but  all  that  I  can  give  any  information  about : 

1.  George  B.  Everett,  member-elect  of  the  North  Carolina 
Senate,  and  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Winston,  N.  C. 

2.  James  A.  Barksdale,  clerk  of  Superior  Court  of  Yazoo  City, 
Mississippi. 

3.  J.  C.  Black,  a  practicing  lawyer  of  Carthage,  Moore  county, 
N.  C. 

4.  G.  I.  Watson,  formerly  Superior  Court  clerk  of  Hyde 
county,  now  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Swan  Quarter,  Hyde  county, 
N.  C. 

5.  T.  B.  Williams,  a  very  successful  physician,  Germanton  or 
Ridgeway,  Warren  county,  N.  C. 

6.  F.  M.  Simmons,  a  very  successful  lawyer,  Newberne,  N.  C. 

7.  Walter  H.  Page,  one  of  our  brightest  lights,  now  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mo. 

8.  J.  W.  Powell,  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Clinton,  N.  C. 

9.  E.  B.  Barbee,  of  the  firm  of  Rand  &  Barbee  Bros.,  Raleigh, 
N.  C,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  successful  grocery  houses  in 
the  city. 

10.  M.  Mial,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  farmer. 

11.  J.  G.  Brown,  teller  in  Citizens  National  Bank,  Raleigh, 
N.  C. 

12.  B.  H.  Merryman,  teller  in  Raleigh  National  Bank,  Raleigh, 
N.  C. 

13.  B.  R.  Hall,  member  of  North  Carolina  E.  M.  Conference, 
now  stationed  at  Statesville,  N.  C. 

14.  H.  R.  Hall,  Fayetteville,  N.  C,  farmer. 

15.  W.  T.  Sanders,  Clayton,  N.  C,  farmer. 

16.  B.  F.  Long,  Statesville,  N.  C,  lawyer,  and  one  of  the  most 
promising  men  in  the  State. 

17.  H.  W.  Spinks,  principal  of  High  School,  Albemarle,  Stan- 
ley county,  N.  C, 
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.    18.    W.   R.  Odcll,    secretary  and   treasurer   of  Odell   Manu- 
facturing Company,  Concord,  N.  C. 

19.  J.  T.  Odell,  merchant,  Concord,  N.  C. 

20.  W.  C.  Etheridge,  journalist,  Raleigh,  N.  C. 

21.  T.  M.  Cross,  farmer.  Merry  Oaks,  N.  C. 

22.  W.  P.  Faison,  farmer,  Faison's,  N.  C. 

23.  W.  C.  Barringer,  Greensboro',  N.  C. 

24.  G.  S.  Bradshaw,  editor  AsJibord  Courier,  member-elect  of 
North  Carolina  Legislature,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  young 
lawyers  and  spicy  writers  in  North  Carolina  ;  Ashboro',  N.  C. 

25.  T.  R.  Robinson,  cotton  dealer,  Goldsboro',  N.  C. 

26.  J.  J.  Partridge,  farmer,  Jonesboro',  N.  C. 

27.  W.  A.  Gattis,  Jr.,  salesman  in  dry-goods  store,  Durham, 
N.  C. 

28.  W.  W.  Staley,  member  of  North  Carolina  Kelleyite  Con- 
ference, Graham,  N.  C. 

29.  J.  D.  Kernodle,  editor  paper,  Graham,  N.  C. 

30.  C.  R.  Lee,  assistant  agent  North  Carolina  depot,  Raleigh, 
N.  C. 

31.  Scott  Pigford,  physician,  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

Of  the  above  list,  all  are  married  except  Nos.  2,  3,  10,  11,  14, 
20,  22,  23,  24,  25,  27,  30,  31,  32.  Your  humble  servant  is 
also  still  single. 


[From  Chas.  P.  Jones  (Va.  Eta,  '66),  Lawyer,  Monterey,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers : — Enclosed  please  find  ^i.oo,  for  which  send  me 
the  Palm. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise, 
I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

Charles  P.  Jones. 


[From  J.  A.  Goldsby  (Va.  Alpha,  78),  Law-Student,  Mobile,  Ala.] 

Dear  Brothers: — My  copy  of  the  Palm  was  duly  received,  and 
I  hasten  to  acknowledge  its  receipt  and  to  express  my  heartfelt 
wishes  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Organ,  which  the  first 
number  will  do  much  to  insure,  as  every  brother  receiving  a  copy 
and  reading  its  contents  cannot  fail  to  recognize  the  great  benefit 
which  the  publication  of  such  a  Journal  will  be  to  the  Fraternity 
at  large  and  to  each  individual  member  as  well.  Every  true 
Alpha  Tau  having  the  good  of  our  beloved  Fraternity  at  heart 
(and  I  have  never  known  a  member  of  our  Order  who  did  not 
love  it,  and  who  was  not  willing  to  make  almost  any  reasonable 
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sacrifice  to  promote   its  interest)  will  do  all  in  his  power  to  in- 
crease the  circulation  and  insure  the  success  of  the  Palm. 

Reiterating  my  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega 
Palm,  and  adding  my  congratulations  on  the  neat  appearance  and 
entertaining  articles  of  the  first  issue, 

I  remain,  fraternally  yours, 

J.  A.   GOLDSBY. 


[From  Dr.  Wm.  G.  Bkadshaw  (N.  C.  Xi,  '75),  Baltimore,  Md.] 

Dear  Bro.  Amlerson: — I  learned  through.  Brother  Geo.  W. 
Koonce  a  few  days  since  of  the  Palm,  gotten  up  by  yourself,  and 
I  take  this  early  opportunity  of  expressing  my  best  wishes  for  its 
success. 

I  have  often  remarked  upon  the  pleasure  that  such^a  welcome 
visitor  as  the  Palm,  described  by  Brother  Koonce,  would  bring. 
Since  the  Congress  of  '78,  which  met  in  this  city,  where  I  first 
saw  you  and  so  many  other  good  brothers,  I  have  labored  in  a 
field  where  I  have  but  seldom  met  Alpha  Taus;  consequently  I 
have  heard  but  little  concerning  the  Fraternity;  but  allow  me  to 
say,  however,  that  I  have  lost  none  of  the  interest  I  have  ever 
had  in  her  success  since  I  entered  her  mystic  bonds. 

I  am  anxious  to  see  the  Palm^  and  I  ask  of  you  a  sample  copy. 
When  I  return  to  North  Carolina  next  March,  my  name  will  be 
sent  you  as  a  regular  subscriber. 

Allow  me,  then,  to  commend  the  enterprise,  and  you  especially 
for  that  strong,  abiding  Alpha  Tau  love  which  prompted  and 
originated  it.  The  Fraternity  alieady  owed  you  much  for  the 
many  sacrifices  you  have  made  in  her  behalf,  and  for  the  energy 
you  have  always  displayed  in  the  advancement  of  her  cause;  and 
to-day  I  may  say,  without  qualification,  that  to  none  is  she  more 
indebted  for  the  success  secured  than  to  Joseph  R.Anderson,  Jr.; 
and  I  must  add,  that  if  the  brothers  fail  to  appreciate  these  pre- 
sent efforts  in  her  cause,  they  will  prove  themselves  ungrateful 
indeed. 

With  the  very  best  wishes,  fraternally  yours, 

William  G.  Bradshaw. 


[From  G.  L.  11.  Tatum  (Va.  Epsilon,  75),  Merchant,  Montgomery,  Ala.] 

Dear  Brothers : — Enclosed  please  find  one  dollar  for  one  year's 
subscription  to  the  Palm.  I  received  the  copy  of  the  first  issue, 
and  like  it  very  much.     I  am  not  in  a  position  now  to  help  the 
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Fraternity  any  in  a  financial  point,  but  if  my  efforts  prove  suc- 
cessful, I  will  be  able  after  a  while  to  do  so. 

I  wish  you  would  let  me  know  whether  or  not  the  Virginia 
Epsilon  Chapter  is  still  in  existence,  as  that  is  the  chapter  1 
joined  in  1875,  and  I  would  not  like  to  hear  of  its  downfall. 

I  am  in  hopes  that  the  Palm  will  be  a  success,  and  if  I  can  in 
any  way  be  the  means  of  furthering  the  interests,  either  of  the 
Fraternity  or  the  Palm,  do  not  fail  to  call  on  me. 
Yours  in  //.  7'.  Q., 

Griffin  L.  H.  Tatum. 


[From  C.  L.  Finch  (Va.  Alplia,  73),  Editor  Mecklenburg  Democrat,  Boydton,  Va.] 

Dear  BrotJiers: — Your  favor  to  hand.  Below  you  will  find 
my  card,  which  please  insert,  and  I  will  remit  you.  My  best 
wishes  for  the  success  of  the  enterprise. 

Your  brother  in  //.  7'.  Q., 

C.  L.  Finch. 


[Prom  J.  M.  WOOTEN  (Ga.  Alpha-Beta,  '79),  Mercliant,  Leary,  Ga.] 

Dear  Brothers : — You  will  find  enclosed  the  sum  of  one  dol- 
lar, in  payment  for  a  year's  subscription  to  owx  Alpha  Tan  Omega 
Palm. 

Yours  in  bonds  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

J.  M.  WoOTEN. 


[From  Prof.  R.  E.  Nelson,  Jr.  (Va.  Alpha,  '67),  Maryland  Agricultural  College.] 

Dear  Brother : — Your  circular  came  duly  to  hand,  and  I  am 
glad  to  see  you  have  undertaken  the  enterprise  you  mention.  It 
will  give  me  pleasure  to  contribute  whatever  I  can  in  the  way  of 
articles,  &c.,  for  publication  in  the  Palm. 

With  the  best  wishes  for  success,  and  with  kind  remembrances, 
I  am  yours,  affectionately  and  fraternally, 

R.  E.  Nelson,  Jr. 


[From  R.  B.  Clarke  (N.  C.  Xi,  '7C),  Teacher,  Socastee,  S.  C] 

Dear  Brother  Anderson : — You  are  to  be  congratulated  on  the 
success  of  the  Palm.  I  have  as  yet  no  "professional  card"  for 
insertion  in  its  columns.  I  have  charge  of  the  academy  at  this 
place,  and  do  not  suppose  an  advertisement  sent  you  would  be  of 
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any  benefit  to  me  in  my  humble  efforts  at  trying  to  teach  the  inci- 
pient intellectual  bulb  to  germinate.  I  enclose  you,  however,  the 
subscription  money  for  the  Palm.  I  did  not  know  I  had  any  "  re- 
nown as  a  good  writer,"  but  at  the  same  time  I  will  say  that  it 
will  always  afford  me  pleasure  to  contribute  anything  in  my 
power  to  the  success  of  the  Palm. 

Wishing  it  great  success,  and  prosperity  to  you  and  the  Fra- 
ternity, 

I  remain  yours,  in  the  holy  Brotherhood, 

R.  B.  Clarke. 


Who  feels  a  keener  interest  in  the  prosperity  of  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Fraternity  than  her  Ahimni  members,  and  who  have  a 
better  right  to  be  heard,  when  they  speak  in  her  behalf,  than  they? 
And  hence  we  desire  our  graduate  brothers  to  feel  assured  that 
the  Palm  is  their  organ,  in  which  they  are  earnestly  and  affection- 
ately invited  and  urged  to  give  their  views  on  such  subjects  as 
shall  seem  to  them  vital  or  important  to  the  interests  of  the  Fra- 
ternity whenever  they  shall  desire  to  do  so. 


The  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook,  in  speaking  of  College  Frater- 
nities (and  he,  of  course,  has  special  reference  to  his  own  Frater- 
nity), says  that  "they  play  an  important  part  in  bringing  about 
and  making  permanent  the  friendliest  relations  between  institu- 
tions of  learning";  that  "they  liberalize  men";  that  "many  a 
weak  youth  has  been  strengthened  and  recovered  and  made  a 
real,  true  man  by  being  held  up  and  advised  and  incited  by  fra- 
ternal sympathy  and  interest";  that  "they  are  conservators  of 
college  love  and  attachment." 

Surely,  no  Alpha  Tau  will  deny  that  these  are  some  of  the 
fruits  often  produced  by  our  Fraternity. 


If  all  of  our  more  recent  initiates  were  to  manifest  the  earnest- 
ness that  characterizes  so  many  of  our  oldest  members — our 
Fathers  in  A.  T.  Q. — men  who  are  now  known  and  distinguished 
in  the  various  walks  of  life — what  glorious  results  might  we  not 
achieve  at  onee  for  Alpha  Tau  Omega! 
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GEORGE  CALHOUN   HUMES. 

[Va.  Delta,  72]. 

Since  the  last  issue  of  the  Falui  our  Fraternity  has  been  taxed 
again  by  the  grave  and  compelled  to  deliver  up  one  of  its  best 
and  brightest  members — Brother  George  C.  Humes,  of  Mary- 
land. He  was  born  February  12th,  1 851,  and  died  December 
9th,  1880.  The  ordinary  words  in  which  the  dead  are  eulogized 
cannot  be  employed  to  render  justice  to  his  memory;  but  the 
bowed  head,  the  tearful  eye,  and,  more  than  all,  the  inner  sadness 
of  the  heart,  can  testify  how  much  we  valued  his  life,  and  how 
deep  is  our  grief  at  his  departure. 

One  quiet  wintry  Sunday  in  December  last  we  bore  to  a  church- 
yard on  the  hillside  this  friend  and  brother,  whose  thoughts 
through  life  were  as  pure  and  simple  as  a  child's,  and  whose 
affection  centred  upon  his  home  and  friends.  Except  to  us,  who 
knew  him  at  the  University  of  Virginia,  he  was  not  personally 
known  to  many  of  the  Fraternity,  owing  largely  to  his  modest, 
retiring,  and  self-suspecting  mode  of  living.  His  gifts  were  high, 
but  he  always  undervalued  them.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Washington  bar,  and  as  such  won  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his 
associates.  If  we  can  imagine  a  man  more  solicitous  for  the 
rights  of  others  than  for  his  own,  in  dealings  with  his  fellows 
more  anxious  to  benefit  than  to  receive  gains,  you  will  have 
gauged  his  character.  In  his  last  moments  he  forbade  speeches 
and  ostentation  at  his  funeral,  and  it  was  in  defiance  of  his  wishes 
that  his  brethren  of  the  District  bar  met  and  drafted  resolutions 
putting  their  sorrow  into  words.  He  would  not  even  approve  of 
this  small  tribute  from  a  friend.  But  his  lips  are  silent  now,  and 
we  cannot  be  deterred  from  saying  that  he  laid  up  for  himself 
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such  treasures  of  love  with  God  and  man  as  shine  when  the 
wreaths  of  the  victor  and  the  gems  of  the  monarch  have  sunk  to 
common  dust.  G. 


NECROLOGY. 

Alfred  Marshall  (Va.  Alpha).       Isaac  Paul  (Va.  Eta). 


J.  C.  J.  Clay  (Va.  Beta). 

T.  W.  Bond  (Ky.  Omicron). 

Stephen  Ranney  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  L.  Brower  (N.  C.  Xi). 

J.  W.  Whitfield  (Ky.  Omicron). 

W.  K.  Smith  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  A.  Shaw  (N.  C.  Xi). 

Saunders  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  G.  Ivie  (Tenn.  Iota). 

J.  B.  Blackmon  (N.  C.  Xi). 

B.  A.  Gray  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  W.  Currin  (Tenn.  Iota). 


W.  A.  Langhorne  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  H.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
W.  M.  Reed  (Tenn.  Iota). 
Samuel  Hill  (Tenn.  Gamma). 
E.  G.  McClanahan(Tenn.  Theta). 
E.  D.  Wooley  (N.  C.  Xi). 
Vernon  Via  (Va.  Delta). 
Frank  W.  Walker  (Va.  Alpha). 
W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  C.  Lumpkin  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
T.  B.  Edmiston  (W.  Va.  Zeta). 
A.  O.  Battle  (Tenn.  Lambda). 


W.  S.  Stephens  (Tenn.  Lambda).  D.  C.  McKay  (Ky.  Mu). 


D.  T.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
George  T.  Lee  (Va.  Beta). 
George  Watson  (Va.  Alpha). 
C.  A.  Ellet  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  P.  Crawford  (Va.  Rho). 


J.  C.  Kinckle  (Va.  Beta). 

J.  R.  McD.  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 

J.  A.  Crichton  (Va.  Alpha). 

E.  C.  Mix  (Va.  Epsilon). 

E.  D.  Campbell  (Va.  Beta). 
George  C.  Humes  (Va.  Delta). 
Note. — The  members  whose  names  are  found  in  the  above  list 
have  been  reported  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals 
as  deceased;  but  the  particulars  as  to  the  time,  place  or  cause  of 
death  are  known  in  the  case  of  only  a  few  of  them.  Members 
and  others  who  possess  such  information,  or  who  know  of  other 
cases  of  death  among  the  members  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity,  are 
earnestly  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Editors  of  this  Jour- 
nal—to the  end  that  wc  may  add  to  our  other  Annals  di  full  and 
accurate  register  of  our  Dead, 
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OTHER  FRATERNITIES 


Kappa  Sigma  is  at  Vanderbilt  University. 

Chi  Phi  has  an  Alumni  chapter  at  Baltimore. 

Phi  Gamma-Delta  has  two  new  sub  rosa  chapters. 

Delta  Psi's  Chapter-House  at  Columbia  cost  ;^  14,000. 

Psi  Upsilon  has  the  handsomest  Chapter-House  at  Amherst. 

Sigma  Chi,  we  learn,  has  just  begun  the  publication  of  a  paper. 

Phi  Delta  Phi  entered  Chicago  and  St.  Louis  Law  Schools  in 
1880. 

Kappa  Kappa  Gamma  and  Kappa  Sigma  entered  University  of 
California  in  1880. 

Alpha  Delta  Phi  will  celebrate  its  semt-ceittennial  in  New  York 
city  next  year. 

Delta  Phi  held  its  Fifty-third  Convention  in  New  York  city  in 
November. 

Phi  Kappa  Psi's  general  convention,  called  the  Grand  Arch 
Council,  meets  only  once  in  three  years. 

Delta   Tate  Delta  established  chapters  at  Wooster  and  Iowa 
Universities  and  at  Troy  Polytechnic  Institute  last  year. 

Alpha  Delta  Phi's  next  Convention  will  be  held  with  its  Chap- 
ter at  Providence,  R.  I.,  next  spring. 

Alpha  Delta  Phi  wants  to  come  South.     Alpha  Tau  Omega 
will  cordially  extend  her  the  right  hand  of  fellowship. 

Beta  Theta  Pi  captured  Alpha  Kappa  Phi  and  Alpha  Sigma  Chi 
in  1879,  ^"d  P^^^  Kappa  Alpha  in  1880. 

Delta  Upsilon' s  Forty-sixth  Annual  Convention  was  held  with 
its  Amherst  Chapter  on  the  27th  and  28th  of  October. 

Beta  Theta  Pi  had  delegates  from  thirty-four  chapters  at  its 
Forty-first  Annual  Convention  in  Baltimore  last  August. 

Beta  Theta  Pi  has  revived  its  chapters  at  Brown,  Cumberland 
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and  Iowa  Universities,  and  lately  established  chapters  at  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  and  Madison  University. 

T/ieta  Delta  Chi  and  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  held  each  its  Thirty- 
fourth  Annual  Convention  in  October  last — the  former  in  New 
York  city,  and  the  latter  at  Hartford. 

CJii  Phi's  Fifty-sevejith  Annual  Convention  was  held  at  Allen- 
town,  Pa.,  October  20th,  1880,  under  the  auspices  of  its  Beta 
Chapter.  It  is  said  to  have  been  the  most  successful  Convention 
in  its  history.  The  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  contains  an  in- 
teresting account  of  the  good  time  had  and  the  good  work  done 
by  the  large  gathering  of  Chi  Phis  at  this  Convention. 

During  a  period  of  inactivity  in  the  parent  Chapter,  one  of  the 
founders  of  Delta  Tan  Delta,  Mr.  W.  R.  Cunningham,  joined  the 
Beta  Theta  Pi  Fraternity.  The  last  number  of  The  Crescent  con- 
tains the  two  following  letters,  which  will  explain  Mr.  Cunning- 
ham's present  status  : 

To  the  Delta  Tan  Delta  BretJiren  in  National  Convention,  Chicai^o, 
Illinois  : 

Dear  Brethre7i: — Recent  information  from  Brother  A.  P.  Traut- 
wein  develops  the  fact  that  the  Beta  Theta  Pis  have  been  using 
my  name  to  the  injury  of  the  Delta  Fraternity.  I  therefore  au- 
thorize you,  as  a  body,  to  notify  all  the  Chapters  of  the  Fra 
ternity  that  I  have  notified  the  Beta  Theta  Pis,  through  Mr. 
Wm,  R.  Baird,  that  my  connection  is  forever  dissolved  with  that 
Fraternity.  I  would  write  you  at  length,  but  am  suffering, from 
a  sore  hand.  I  send  this  that  you  may,  with  authority,  put  the 
Chapters  in  such  a  condition  that  they  may  repel  the  thrust  that 
the  founders  of  Delta  Tau  Delta  are  Beta  Theta  Pis. 
In  the  bonds  of  A.  T.  J., 

W.  R.  Cunningham. 

Bates  City,  Mo.,  Oct.  8th,  1880. 

Bethany,  West  Va.,  Dec.  8th,  1880. 
We,  the  undersigned  members  of  (f^  Chapter,  B.  6.  11.,  know- 
ing it  to  be  the  desire  of  W.  R.  Cunningham  to  sever  his  con- 
nection with  the  /A  (").  If.  Fraternity,  do  hereby  extend  to  him 
the  right  of  considering  himself  no  longer  a  member  of  said 
Fraternity. 

J.  U.  Ulrtch,  President. 
R.  J.  McKee,  Secretary. 
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The  "  Executive  Council "  of  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity, 
which  was  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  May 
5th,  1879,  will  doubtless  prove  a  good  thing  in  the  government 
of  that  Fraternity.  It  is  strikingly  similar  to  the  "  High  Coun- 
cil "  of  Alpha  Tail  Omega,  called  into  being  at  an  earlier  date, 
though  the  former  is .  composed  of  many  more  members.  It 
should  take  care,  however,  lest  it  prove  too  cumbrous  and  un- 
wieldly  for  the  quick  dispatch  of  business  by  reason  of  its  large 
size — viz :  forty-nine  members. 

What  do  the  Alumni  care  ?  My  dear  fellow,  very  much  more 
than  you  and  the  majority  of  undergraduates  imagine.  It  has 
been  our  privilege  to  meet  many  graduate  Alpha  Delts,  and  we 
have  always  remarked  the  keen  interest  evinced  in  the  Fraternity 
and  its  concerns.  We  think  this  a  prominent  feature  of  Alpha 
Delta  Phi — that  Fraternity  enthusiasm  does  not  end  with  the 
college  course. — TJie  Star  and  Crescent, 

Friend,   we   are   glad   to   note   this    ''prominent   feature"  in 

your  Fraternity.     We  declare  the  same  as  to  Alpha  Tan  Omega 

in  the  stiperlative  degree. 


Passing  over  several  other  names  which  I  might  mention,  but 
refrain,  for  reasons  not  necessary  to  state,  I  take  up  one  other, 
whose  views  I  will  give — possibly  the  only  head  of  an  institution 
who  has  ever  made  the  experiment  of  encouraging  the  Fraterni- 
ties as  a  beneficial  influence;  certainly,  he  is  the  only  one  that 
has  ever  made  them  a  feature  in  his  college,  and  mentioned 
them  in  his  college  catalogue.  I  allude  to  Col.  Robert  D.  Allen, 
Superintendent  of  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute.  He  has  not 
only  tolerated  the  Fraternities  as  a  plain  act  of  justice,  but  he 
has  encouraged  them  as  being  a  beneficial  feature  in  his  college. 
In  his  annual  report  to  the  State  Board  last  year,  Col.  Allen  takes 
occasion  to  say:  "Especial  thanks  are  due  and  tendered  to  the 
2.  A.  E.  and  X.  (P.  Fraternities  for  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
conducted  themselves  as  organizations  during  the  year.  They 
have  been  productive  of  much  good  in  the  corps,  and  by  sur- 
rounding the  young  man  with  companions  who,  he  knows,  care 
for  bim,  who  counsel,  guide,  and  restrain  him,  they  have  been 
eminently  useful  aids  in  promoting  a  change  to  higher  and  better 
aims  and  efforts,  in  more  than  one  instance,  during  the  year." — 
Extract  from  "  College  Fraternities''  in  2\  A.  E.  Record. 
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KIND  WORDS  FROM  OTHER  GREEKS. 

[From  February  number  of  The  Crescent  of  Delta  Tau  Delta], 

We  are  pleased  to  place  the  A.  T.  SJ.  Palm  on  our  exchange 
list.  It  is  a  very  neat  publication  in  magazine  form,  and  the  first 
number  contains  literary  articles  of  much  merit.  It  will  be  issued 
five  times  a  year,  under  the  "High  Council,"  at  Richmond,  Va. 
The  Alpha  Taus  should  be  proud  of  their  paper,  and  The  Cres- 
cent wishes  it  all  success. 


[From  Theodore  L.  Mead,  Business  Editor  of  The  Star  and  Crescent  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi]. 

To-day  I  received  a  copy  of  your  excellent  Journal,  the  Palm 
and  I  send  in  return  the  current  number  of  The  Star  and  Crescent. 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  Palm,  I  like  especi- 
ally its  earnest  Fraternity  spirit. 

May  all  success  attend  the  enterprise. 


[From  the  Editors  of  The  Shield  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi], 

The  Palm  addressed  to  Dr.  Smith  reached  us,  and  in  reply  we 
would  say  that  we  have  read  e7'erj/  line  in  your  publication,  and 
like  the  manly  tone  of  it.  If  we  can  be  of  assistance  to  you,  we 
are  at  your  service. 


[From  Wm.  K.  Baird,  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  Author  of  "American  College  Fraternities."] 

I  have  but  a  few  momehts  in  which  to  write,  but  I  wish  to  say 
that  I  thank  you  heartily  for  a  copy  of  the  J,  T,  Q,  Palm,  and 
also  for  the  kindly  notice  of  my  book  contained  therein. 

Will  you  permit  me  to  subscribe  for  your  Journal?  I  would 
much  like  to  do  so.  I  think  the  Journal  shows  that  your  Fra- 
ternity is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  and  if  it  is  conducted 
in  the  future  as  the  first  number  indicates  it  will  be,  I  have  no 
reason  to  doubt  that  A.  T.  /<^.  will  enjoy  a  most  prosperous  future. 
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EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


THE  CONGRESS  OF  1880. 

The  Congress  of  the  ./  T.  Q.  Fraternity  convened  in  Macon, 
Ga.,  29th  December,  1880. 

The  weather  was  unusually  cold,  possibly  the  coldest  known 
in  Georgia  for  thirty  years.  Notwithstanding  this  fact,  the  chap- 
ters were  well  represented,  much  enthusiasm  was  manifested,  and 
a  large  amount  of  solid,  beneficial  work  was  accomplished.  Per- 
haps one  of  the  most  striking  facts  connected  with  the  session  of 
the  Congress  was  the  total  absence  of  any  inclination  to  pass 
unwieldy  measures,  or  to  do  anything  which  might  hamper  the 
present  splendid  working  machinery  of  the  Fraternity.  Another 
striking  item  was  the  character  of  the  men  who  were  present  as 
representatives  in  the  Congress.  They  were  all  true  exponents 
of  A.  T.  /<?.,  earnest  in  everything,  and  bent  upon  strengthening 
and  buildmg  up  the  interests  of  our  glorious  Order.  These  men 
were  but  fair  specimens  of  the  material  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity, 
and  it  is  safe  to  say  that,  under  the  guidance  of  such  men,  our 
Order  is  obliged  to  widen  its  borders  and  become  the  best  and 
most  influential  of  all  College  Fraternities. 

In  no  other  way  did  the  Congress  better  manifest  its  wisdom 
than  in  its  choice  of  General  Officers.  The  names  of  these 
brothers  are,  in  themselves,  sufficient  guarantee  to  all  aliens  of 
the  high  order  of  the  material  of  which  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity 
is  composed.  The  following  is  a  complete  list  of  the  officers, 
the  members  of  the  standing  committee  on  Official  Register,  and 
the  speakers  elected:  Hon.  Thos.  G.  Hayes,  Baltimore,  Md., 
Worthy  Grand  Chief;  Right  Rev.  C.  T.  Quintard,  LL.  D.,  S.  T. 
D.,  etc.,  Sewanee,  Tenn.,  Worthy  Grand  Chaplain;  Dr.  M.  D. 
Humes,  Beltsville,  Md.,  Worthy  Grand   Keeper  of  Exchequer; 
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C.  McD.  Puckette,  Esq.,  Sewance,  Tenn.,  Worthy  Grand  Scribe; 
Jos.  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va.,  Worthy  Grand 
Keeper  of  Annals;  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Auburn,  Ala.,  Worthy 
Grand  Usher;  H.  C.  Riley,  Esq.,  New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Worthy 
Grand  Sentinel;  Jas.  B.  Green,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md.,  Worthy 
High  Chancellor,  of  the  Judiciary  Department. . 

High  Council:  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook,  Macon,  Ga.,  Chair- 
man ;  Prof  A.  I.  Branham,  Eatonton,  Ga.;  McN.  DuBose,  Esq.,  Proc- 
tor, University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn.;  Rev.  T.  T.  Eaton, 

D.  D.,  Petersburg,  Va.;  Sylvanus  Stokes,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va. 
Standing  Committee  on  Official  Register:  Jos.  R.  Anderson, 

Jr.,  Esq.,  ex-officio  Chairman;  E.  A.  Quintard,  Esq.,  University 
of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn.;  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Esq.;  J.  L. 
Willis,  Esq.,  Talbotton,  Ga. 

The  Congress  selected  as  the  Orator  for  the  next  Congress, 
Hon.  John  W.  Childress,  Murfreesboro',  Tenn.;  Alternate,  C.  R. 
Breckinridge,  Esq.,  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  as  the  Poet,  W.  P.  Orr, 
M.  D.,  Covington,  Ky.  Jos.  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  was  elected 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  A.  T.  12.  Falm,  and  C.  McD.  Puckette,  Esq., 
Assistant  Editor.  Theodore  A.  Johns,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va.,  was 
elected  manager  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Publishing  House. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Congress  will  be  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  A  programme  of  extraordinarily  brilliant  public  exercises 
will  be  prepared  for  the  meeting.  The  brothers  selected  to  ap- 
pear therein  are  too  well  known,  not  only  to  members  of  the 
Fraternity,  but  to  others,  to  make  any  words  concerning  them 
necessary.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  public  exercises  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Congress  in  Washington  will  be  of  such  charac- 
ter as  will  redound  to  the  permanent  good  of  our  beloved  Order. 

The  general  effect  upon  the  Fraternity  of  the  recent  meeting 
of  the  Congress  will  be  of  incalculable  good.  Already  the  Fra- 
ternity has  taken  a  long  stride  in  advance.  New  chapters  either 
have  been,  or  will  immediately  be,  established  in  such  institutions, 
and   under  such   circumstances  as  will  add   immensely  to  the 
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power  of  the  Fraternity.     I  speak  ex  cathedra  when  I  say  that 
within  the   next  two  years  the  //.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  will  be,  not 
simply  a  peer  among  College  organizations  of  its  kind,  but  the 
superior  of  them  all.     How  can  it  be  otherwise  when  such  men 
as  those  whose  names  have  been  mentioned  are  at  the  head  of 
affairs,  to  say  nothing  of  the  many  noble  brothers  who  are  doing 
such  telling  work  in  less  responsible  positions?     The  organiza- 
tion of  the  State  Associations  is  itself  a  brilliant  stroke,  which 
will  surely  push  the  A.  T.  12.  Fraternity  far  in  advance  of  all 
others.     These  State  Associations  are  obliged  to  form  a  kind  o 
net  wherever  established,  through  which  it  will  be  impossible  for 
any  good  material  to  slip.     It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that  each 
State  will  immediately  put  in  operation  the  machinery  by  which 
the  State  Associations  are  to  accomplish  their  work.     I  doubt, 
seriously,  whether  any  step  which  the  Fraternity  has  taken  in 
years  past  will  accomplish  so  much  good  as  the  State  Associa- 
tions, if  properly  managed.  ^^__ 
But,  after  all,  it  is  the  members  of  the  Fraternity,  in  their  pri-  \ 
vate  capacities,  who  must  accomplish  the  great  work  which  lies   | 
in  the  future.     If  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Congress  shall  sue-   j 
ceed  in  awakening  a  lively  interest  in  A.  T.  Q.  concerns  in  the 
breast  of  every  member,  whether  Alumnus  or  otherwise,  its  greatest 
work  will  have  been  accomplished.     We  want  no  drones.     Let 
chapters  guard  against  selecting  that  kind  of  material  which  is 
subject  to  spells  of  laziness,  or  to  attacks  of  sore  eyes.     We  want    i 
no  such  stuff.    Enterprise  and  progress  are  the  two  qualities  which 
should  characterize  every  individual  who  seeks  admission  into 
the  ranks  of  A.  T.  Q.     Not  these  alone,  either;  but,  also,  that 
sublime  spirit  of  self -sacrifice  which  will  lead  members  to  put 
aside  all  else  whenever  the  interests  of  A.  T.  Q.  demand.     It  was 
that  spirit  which  actuated  the  lamented  Bond,  the  martyr  to 
duty;  and  it  was  the  same  spirit  which  actuated  those  ever-to-be 
remembered  brothers  who  stood  by  A.  T.  Q.  in  her  darkest  hours. 
6 
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Brothers,  let  us  have  words  of  good  cheer,  but,  above  all,  let  us 
have  deeds — golden  deeds. 

And  now,  what  shall  I  say  of  the  hospitality  of  our  brothers 
in  Macon  ?  The  Committee  of  Reception,  from  the  Chapter  at 
Mercer  University,  were  untiring  in  their  exertions,  doing  every- 
thing in  their  power  for  the  comfort  of  the  representatives  in 
attendance.  I  know  something  about  their  trials  in  the  cold  and 
snow  of  that  terrible  weather  in  that  last  week  of  December. 
They  were  unused  to  the  temperature  of  the  arctic  regions,  but 
they  did  not  flag,  on  account  of  that,  in  their  efforts  to  render 
the  stay  of  representatives  in  Macon  pleasant.  They  succeeded, 
too,  notwithstanding  the  terrible  odds  against  them.  To  Captain 
Carnes,  of  the  Macon  Volunteers,  we  are  under  special  obliga- 
tions for  favors  rendered.  Brothers,  don't  forget  that  name, 
"  Carnes,  of  the  Macon  Volunteers."  Glazebrook — but  I  am  not 
an  Irving!  How  can  I  tell  of  the  princely  hospitality  of  Brother 
Glazebrook  and  his  accomplished  wife?  I  cannot  deal  justly 
with  the  subject,  but  I  can  tell  you  the  conclusion  at  which  we 
Georgians  have  arrived:  Virginia  is  a  paradise,  and  Brother 
Glazebrook  and  his  wife  are  two  superior  beings  therefrom,  who 
are  sojourning  awhile  in  a  strange  land  in  order  to  give  its  in- 
habitants glimpses  of  the  unutterable  joys  of  life  in  "Old  Fer- 
ginny." 

To  quote  the  words  of  an  odd  character  I  once  met  in  the 
Arkansas  bottoms  of  the  Mississippi  river,  "  Sum  per,'^  which, 
being  translated,  meaneth  "  I  am  through  ! " 

IVERSON    BrANHAM. 


CONGRESS  AND  THE  PALM. 

We  publish  below  the  action  taken  by  the  recent  Congress  on 
the  A,  T.  Q.  Palm,  and  we  do  so  for  two  reasons : 

First,  that  our  readers  and  friends  may  see  in  what  esteem 
Congress  holds  our  Journal;  and 
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Secondly,  to  incite  the  members  of  the  Fraternity  to  a  pro- 
per appreciation  of  their  duty  in  sustaining  our  enterprise. 

The  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  in  its  report  recom- 
mended— 

"That  this  Congress  approve  and  commend  the  action  of  the 
High  Council  in  establishing  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm,  and 
that  it  hereby  adopt  it  as  the  official  organ  of  the  Fraternity; 
and  further,  that  Brother  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  be  appointed 
Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Palm,  with  Brother  Charles  McD.  Puck- 
ette  as  Assistant  Editor,  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress,  and 
that  their  conduct  of  the  journal  be  under  the  supervision  of  the 
High  Council." 

The  report  was  unanimously  adopted.  But  Congress  was  not 
yet  done  with  the  Palm,  It  appointed  a  special  committee  on 
the  A.  T.  Q.  Palm,  and  here  is  that  committee's  flattering  report : 

"The  Committee  on  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm  begs  leave  to 
report  that  it  is  with  the  greatest  satisfaction  that  it  can  com- 
mend the  Palm  to  the  most  earnest  support  of  the  Fraternity. 
It  doubts  if  any  step  more  important  to  every  interest  of  the 
Fraternity  has  ever  been  taken.  In  its  first  issue  the  Palm  takes 
at  once  a  rank  in  the  very  first  place  among  similar  magazines. 
Feeling  that  nothing  could  be  more  detrimental  to  the  Fraternity 
than  a  failure  to  sustain  this  official  organ,  your  committee  can- 
not be  too  urgent  in  impressing  upon  every  chapter  and  member 
the  paramount  importance  of  fostering  and  advancing  this  enter- 
prise. Let  every  chapter  be  most  particular  in  doing  its  part  in 
the  way  of  correspondence  and  forwarding  statistics  and  data  to 
add  to  the  news  and  original  matter  of  the  journal,  and  by  all 
means  let  no  brother  fail  to  subscribe  for  it,  and  to  influence 
towards  it  all  the  advertisements  he  can  control. 

"Your  committee  feels  that  it  cannot  speak  all  it  desires  in  the 
praise  and  as  to  the  value  of  the  Palm.  It  can  only  express  the 
hope  that  the  succeeding  numbers  may  equal  the  first  one,  and 
that  the  Fraternity  may  be  so  alive  to  its  highest  interests  as  in 
no  way  to  jeopardize  so  powerful  an  agency  by  any  neglect  of 
or  inattention  to  the  means  that  are  requisite  to  properly  sustain 
it  as  a  first-class  magazine." 

This  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

We  will  add  only  a  word  to  say,  that  the  formal  adoption  of 
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the  Palm  by  the  Congress  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  as 
the  latter's  Official  Journal,  will  be  an  additional  (and,  if  possible, 
more  powerful)  incentive  to  us  as  the  editors  of  the  journal  to 
do  our  duty  in  the  important  sphere  in  which  Congress  has 
placed  us. 


CONGRESS  NOTES. 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Official 
Register: 

"The  Committee  on  Official  Register  would  report  that  the 
work  of  revising  the  Catalogue  has  been  continued  since  the  last 
Congress  with  marked  success,  but  is  still  very  far  from  being 
complete.  The  committee  looks  to  the  Palm — the  Official  Jour- 
nal of  the  Fraternity — for  very  valuable  aid  in  further  prosecu- 
ting this  work. 

"  In  conclusion,  the  committee,  recognizing  the  need  on  the 
part  of  the  Fraternity  of  another  edition  of  the  Official  Register 
— revised  to  date — would  recommend  the  appropriation  by  Con- 
gress of  a  sum  not  exceeding dollars  for  the  purpose  of 

publishmg  such  revised  edition  of  the  Official  Register." 

A  generous,  liberal-minded,  whole-souled  alieyi  (a  member  of  a 
sister  Fraternity)  wrote  to  the  Chairman  of  the  High  Council  of 
A.  T.  12.,  just  before  Congress  met,  offering  to  assist  our  Frater- 
nity to  put  a  chapter  in  a  desirable  institution  of  learning  located 
in  a  desirable  section. 

His  communication  was  read  before  the  Congress  by  the  Chair- 
man of  the  High  Council,  and  that  body  placed  the  matter  in  the 
hands  of  a  special  committee,  with  this  result: 

"The  committee  to  which  was   referred  the  communication 

from  Mr. to  the  Chairman  of  the  High  Council 

on  the  subject  of  aiding  the  A.  T.  12.  Fraternity  in  establishing 

a  chapter  at ,  begs  leave  to  submit  the  following 

report: 

"It  recommends  that  Mr. 's  courteous  proffer  of 

assistance  be  gratefully  accepted,  and  that  his  communication  be 
turned  over  to  the  High  Council  for  its  further  action  in  the 
premises." 
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The  above  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  unanimously,  and  as 
they  interest  the  Fraternity  at  large,  we  publish  them: 

^'Resolved,  That  one  chapter  in  each  State  be  appointed  as  es- 
pecial propagator  of  the  Order  in  that  State,  and  that  the  High 
Council  designate  said  chapters." 

''Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the  //.  T.  Q.  Fraternity — 
active  and  alumni— residing  in  any  State  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  urged  to  organize  themselves  into  an  Association,  to  be 

known  as  the  'Alpha  Tau  Omega  State  Association  of .' 

The  objects  of  said  Association  to  be — 

"  I.  To  perpetuate  the  teachings  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity. 

"  2.  To  propagate  the  Order  by  establishing  chapters  at  such 
institutions  of  learning  within  said  State  as  will  be  beneficial  to 
the  Fraternity. 

"Said  Association  may  adopt  such  By-Laws  relating  to  its 
mode  of  government  and  method  of  working  as  are  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  Constitution  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Frater- 
nity in  letter  or  spirit." 

''Resolved,  That  the  High  Council  be  directed  to  co-operate 
with  such  State  Associations  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  as  may  be 
organized  in  conformity  with  the  resolution  of  the  Committee  on 
Ways  and  Means,  contained  in  its  report  and  adopted  by  this 
Congress — to  the  end  that  the  objects  therein  stated  may  be  the 
better  promoted." 

"Resolved,  That  Brother  Theodore  A.  Johns  (Va.  A.  A.)  be 
appointed — under  the  supervision  of  the  High  Council — Manager 
of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Publishing  House,  and  that  his  term 
of  office  continue  until  the  next  meeting  of  Congress." 

"Resolved,  That  the  matters  of  Electrotype,  Monogram,  Fra- 
ternity Stationery,  Manufacture  of  Regalia,  Paraphernalia,  &c.,be 
referred  to  the  Manager  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Publishing 
House,  with  the  request  that  he  confer  as  soon  as  possible  with 
the  Chairman  of  the  High  Council  in  the  premises,  and  that  the 
High  Council  be  requested  to  inaugurate  some  plan  by  which 
the  several  chapters  may  speedily  avail  themselves  of  the  use  of 
the  above-mentioned  articles." 

"Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  recommend  each  chapter  to 
correspond  with  all  the  other  chapters  of  the  Fraternity,  stating  its 
welfare,  and  giving  information  regarding  its  members  or  con- 
cerning any  business  in  which  the  various  chapters  may  be  in- 
terested— the  interchange  of  such  correspondence  to  be  at  least 
once  a  month." 
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'^Resolved,  That  this  Congress  earnestly  recommend  that  an 
effort  be  made  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  (;^20o),to 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  child  of  Brother  J.  R. 
McD.  Irby,  and  that  the  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Exchequer  be 
requested  to  take  this  matter  in  charge." 

''Resolved,  That  Washington,  D.  C,  be  the  place  for  the  hold- 
ing of  the  next  Congress,  and  that  the  High  Council  be  empow- 
ered to  change  the  place  of  meeting  of  said  Congress:  provided, 
it  shall  consider  that  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity  demands  such 
change." 

''Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  members  of  this  Congress, 
and  of  the  visiting  brothers,  are  tendered  to  Brother  Otis  A. 
Glazebrook  and  the  members  of  the  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta  Chapter 
for  their  hospitality  and  their  great  kindness  in  meeting  all  our 
wants,  whether  expressed  or  implied." 


ONE  ESSENTIAL  TO  COMPLETE  SUCCESS. 

The  ultimate  realization  of  our  highest  aims  and  endeavors  for 
Alpha  Tau  Omega  will  require  an  intimate  acquaintance  on  the 
part  of  each  and  every  member  with  all  that  pertams  to  the  his- 
tory, work  and  progress  of  our  cherished  Brotherhood.  Grati- 
tude to  our  honored  founders  makes  it  imperative  upon  us ;  true 
appreciation  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  bond  of  friendship  must 
dictate  the  line  of  duty.  What  were  the  motives  which  actuated 
those  noble,  generous,  whole-souled  men  who  first  enunciated 
the  cardinal  principles  of  our  doctrine  ?  Were  they  not  laboring 
for  posterity?  Did  they  not  see  adown  the  ages,  chivalrous, 
true  and  brave  men,  the  living,  tangible  fruits  of  the  seed  they 
were  then  sowing  ?  They  saw  all  this,  and  more.  They  saw  the  in- 
sensible, imperceptible  steps  that  were  destined  to  lead  to  the 
accomplishment  of  mighty  and  great  ends.  They  saw  the  plastic 
nature  of  the  young  of  our  land  molded  into  one  grand  sys- 
tematic unity,  based  upon  generosity  and  broad  human  charity. 
They  were  not  visionary  men;  they  knew  that  the  principles  of 
Alpha  Tau  Omega  harmonized  with  the  grand  scheme  of  the 
Creator  in  the  development  and  perfection  of  the  universe.  There 
could  not  be  failure,  there  must  be  success,     It  was  so  ordained 
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from  the  beginning.  Right  and  justice  were  our  champions; 
selfishness  and  deceit  our  adversaries.  Our  battle-ground  was 
humanity;  the  field  of  victory  the  human  soul;  and  we  were 
victorious,  are  victorious,  and  shall  ever  be  victorious.  To  fully 
realize  all  this,  let  us  cast  our  noblest,  highest  impulses  into  our 
daily  Alpha  Tau  Omega  life;  let  us  have  a  just  conception  of 
our  history,  our  progress,  our  work.  And  how  are  we  to  under- 
stand the  organic  spiritual  essence  underlying  our  entire  system 
of  Love  and  Friendship,  unless  we  carry  ourselves  back  in  thought 
to  the  time  and  circumstances  of  our  birth?  Fifteen  years  ago, 
in  a  noted  Southern  city,  there  met  three  men,  friends  from  early 
youth,  thoroughly  imbued  with  the  idea  that  man's  noblest  mis- 
sion on  earth  was  to  bind  together  his  fellow-men  in  the  bonds 
of  a  Friendship  as  eternal  as  Truth  itself  An  object  so  noble 
needs  no  words  of  commendation  at  our  hands;  it  finds  a  re- 
sponsive echo  in  the  inmost  recesses  of  every  human  heart,  for  no 
incrustation  of  crime  and  vice  can  cast  into  utter  darkness  the 
crystalline  purity  of  unselfish  love.  To  be  thoroughly  conver- 
sant, then,  with  the  feelings  and  thoughts  of  our  Founders  on 
that  memorable  day  in  1865,  is  absolutely  essential  to  a  hearty 
appreciation  of  the  work  we  are  doing  and  are  to  do.  If  we  but 
enter  fully  into  the  spirit  which  actuated  Glazebrook  and  his  co- 
laborers,  we  will  build  upon  a  rock  of  strength  and  might,  rest- 
ing upon  principles  that  belong  to  the  eternal  order  of  things, 
and  that  cannot  change.  Nor  should  we  fail  to  examine  with 
care  all  that  pertains  to  our  progress  during  the  past  fifteen  years; 
to  follow  closely  the  gradual  expansion  of  the  limits  of  our  in- 
fluence; to  see  how  the  ^softening  and  refining  influences  of  our 
Order  have  modified  the  various  and  complex  emotions  at  work 
in  every  human  soul.  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  the  writer  to  be 
able  to  bear  testimony  to  the  radical  changes  produced  by  Fra- 
ternity influence  in  nearly  every  case  coming  under  his  observa- 
tion. It  broadens  the  view  of  all ;  the  friendly  contact  of  men 
and  measures  removes  all  prejudice  founded,  as  all  prejudice 
must  be,  upon  the  assumption  of  falsities. 
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^-^It  is  unnecessary  to  urge  upon  each  and  every  brother  the  ne- 
cessity of  fully  appreciating  our  work  now.  A  vigorous,  deter- 
mined effort,  prosecuted  with  all  the  vim  and  energy  at  our  com- 
mand, can  accomplish  much  that  will  add  to  the  good  of  man- 
kind and  the  glory  of  our  Order.  Let  us  have  no  hasty  action, 
no  seeking  for  men,  no  entreaty  to  join  us,  but  a  careful,  steady 
effort  to  secure  good  men — men  who  will  be  filled  with  gratitude 
for  the  honor  we  shall  confer  upon  them.  This  is  the  time  for 
action — action  dignified,  persistent  and  effective.  Let  us  all  read 
anew  the  story  of  our  birth,  and  catch  inspiration  from  the  story 
of  the  toiling  of  our  early  years,  the  struggles  of  our  maturer 
age,  and  the  glorious  promise  of  the  coming  ages,  for  our  Prin- 
ciples are  Eternal,  and  must  and  shall  prevail. 


WE  WANT  CHAPTERS  I^  THE  NORTH, 

'  In  a  certain  well-known  University  in  a  certain  Northern  State 

is  located  a  certain  association  of  the  most  select  students,  known 

as  "The Society."    ^Aj^t^f-^^i^^^-^^ 

Last  summer  one  of  our  most  distinguished  and  most  zealous 
members  went  by  appointment  to  this  State  to  deliver  an  address 
before  a  Convention  of  one  of  our  large  and  influential  religious 
bodies.  That  duty  performed,  he  visited  the  University  in  ques- 
tion, armed  with  the  authority  to  plant  there  a  chapter  of  the  A 
T.  Q.  Fraternity.  He  called  on  the  President  of  the  institution, 
with  whom  he  was  acquainted,  and  requested  permission  to  in- 
troduce our  Fraternity  there.  Such  permission  was  freely  and 
cheerfully  accorded  our  ambassador.  [Hearken,  ye  Heads  of 
Faculties  and  Boards  of  Trustees,  who  think  College  Fraternities 
are  an  unmixed  evil!  The  President  of  this  great  University 
gave  his  formal  consent  to  the  establishment  of  a  Secret  Frater- 
nity in  the  institution  at  whose  head  he  stood  and  whose  guardian 
he  was!]  Our  brother  was  not  slow  in  looking  about  him  for  a 
nucleus  around  which  to  build;  and  behold  1  he  found  it  in  the 
Society.     He  sought  out  the  leading  members,  and  at 
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once  opened  negotiations.  He  was  pleased,  and  they  were  pleased. 
They  were  of  one  mind  in  their  desire  to  merge  their  organiza- 
tion (which  was  not  a  secret  Society)  into  some  highly-respected 
and  well-organized  Secret  Fraternity.  They  had  heard  of  us — 
in  fact,  knew  us  quite  well  "by  reputation" — and  they  were  satis- 
fied zvith  lis. 

They  expressed  their  willingness  to  enter  our  fold  bodily  and 
at  once,  and  that,  too,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  there  were 
then  (and  are  now)  several  other  and  "leading"  Fraternities  in 
their  own  College.  But  there  was  one  difficulty  in  the  way,  they 
said;  and  what  do  you  suppose  that  was?  Why,  that  we  had  no 
chapters  in  the  North. 

Think  of  it.  Alpha  Taus — a  magnificent  chapter  possibly  lost 
to  us  because  we  have  not  yet  planted  our  banner  in  the  North ! 
And  why  is  it  that  we  have  not  done  it?  Has  it  been  sectional 
prejudice,  a  desire  to  be  exclusive,  to  confine  our  work  and  its 
benefits  to  the  Southern  and  Western  portions  of  our  great 
country?  Has  it  been  from  choice  that  our  beloved  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  has  not  contributed  her  part  in  cultivating  the  rich  fields 
of  our  great  Northern  and  Eastern  Colleges,  and  hence  has  not 
shared  in  the  gathering  of  the  bountiful  harvests  that  always  re- 
ward the  faithful  husbandmen  there?  Nay.  Such  a  course 
would  have  belied  the  principles  underlying  our  Order — aye,  our 
very  name  itself  Rather  has  it  been  due,  and  solely  due,  to  the 
force  of  adverse  circumstances ;  chief  among  which  is  the  belief — 
distressingly  prevalent  among  our  Northern  friends — that  what- 
ever has  had  its  rise  in  the  South,  whatever  has  been  planned  and 
prosecuted,  and  that  has  prospered  under  her  genial  sun,  cannot 
flourish  among  them. 

Can  this  be  so?     Is  it  true? 

Does  not  the  same  Anglo-Saxon  blood  course  through  our 
veins?  Stood  not  our  forefathers  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the 
olden  time,  doing  battle  for  the  same  cause,  and  animated  by  the 
same  high  impulses?  Do  not  our  hearts  throb  with  as  keen  a 
love  for  fatherland  as  theirs?     And  do  not  deeds  of  heroic  valor 


no  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm. 

and  unselfish  conduct  call  forth  the  same  admiration  from  us  of 
the  South  as  from  our  neighbors  of  the  North?  We  answer  yes, 
a  thousand  times,  yes. 

Can  any  good  thing  come  out  of  the  South?  Aye,  many  good 
things,  and  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  among  the  number. 

We  never  made  the  slightest  endeavor  to  establish  our  Order 
in  the  North — that  is,  before  our  attempt  last  summer,  the  result 
of  which  was  as  above  stated — partly  for  the  reason  that  we 
knew  what  the  experience  of  others  had  been,  and  partly  for 
other  reasons. 

But  we  have  decided  to  pursue  no  longer  the  course  we  have 
heretofore  taken.  We  have  awakened  to  the  appreciation  of 
what  is  to  our  best  interest.  We  are  done  with  our  old  policy; 
we  are  going  to  be  aggressive  from  this  time  forth.  So  get  ready, 
Alpha  Taus,  one  and  all,  for  our  onward  march  North.  We  made 
a  beginning  last  summer;  and  although  we  have  not  been  suc- 
cessful as  yet  at  the University,  we  are  intent  on 

conquest  in  other  fields,  if  not  in  that  one. 

But  to  speak  our  mind  more  specifically,  we  must  urge  Alpha 
Taus  everywhere  to  lose  no  opportunity  to  further  this  most  desi- 
rable end.  We  go  farther,  and  say,  seek  the  opportunity  to  establish 
a  chapter  in  any  first-class  Northern  institution  of  learning,  and 
when  you  shall  have  found  it,  communicate  at  once  with  the  High 
Council  of  our  Fraternity,  to  the  end  that  all  the  necessary  pre- 
liminary steps  may  be  arranged  for  the  quick  performance  of  the 
work  of  actually  planting  the  Order  in  such  institution.  If 
brothers  will  only  do  this,  it  will  not  be  long  before  the  principles 
of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  will  produce  the  same  beneficent  effects  in 
the  Northern  and  Eastern  portions  of  our  vast  College- world  that 
are  now  felt  and  acknowledged  in  those  of  our  Southern  and 
Western  Colleges  where  our  Fraternity  has  been  at  work.  Bestir 
yourselves,  then.  Brothers,  especially  those  of  you  who  live  in 
Northern  and  Eastern  States,  and  who  consequently  have  such 
golden  opportunities,  and  let  us  see  who  shall  be  the  first  to 
apply  for  a  Permit  to  establish  a  Northern  chapter. 
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constitute  the  larger  part  of  the  Fraternity  concept.  The  Palm 
wants  you  to  feel  at  all  times  at  perfect  liberty  to  use  this  depart- 
ment whenever  you  can  use  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  Fraternity. 
To  be  more  specific,  we  want  you  to  write  rambling,  newsy> 
spicy  letters — letters  that  will  instruct  as  well  as  amuse  and  de- 
light the  readers  of  this  Journal.  Bits  of  chapter  or  personal- 
history,  reminiscences  of  the  happy  College  days — *'Auld  Lang 
Syne," — suggestions  as  to  how  we  may  improve  our  Journal  and 
make  it  still  more  a  necessity  to  the  brother  who  wants  to  keep 
posted  as  to  the  progress  of  A.  T.  Q. — all  this  we  invite  you,  ear- 
nestly, affectionately  invite  you,  to  give  us  in  "Letters  from 
Alumni." 


FUND  FOR  EDUCATING  BRO.  IRBY'S  SON. 

The  late  W.  G.  K.  E.  (Bro.  James  B.  Green),  in  his  report  to 
Congress,  eloquently  called  on  that  body  to  take  some  action 
looking  to  the  creation  of  a  fund  to  be  applied  to  the  maintenance 
and  education  of  the  son  of  our  deceased  and  deeply-mourned 
brother,  John  R.  McD.  Irby. 

Congress  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

'^Resolved,  That  this  Congress  earnestly  recommend  that  an 
effort  be  made  to  raise  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars  (^200),  to 
be  applied  to  the  relief  of  the  widow  and  child  of  Brother  J.  R. 
McD.  Irby,  and  that  the  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Exchequer  be 
requested  to  take  this  matter  in  charge." 

No  part  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress  met  more  heartily 
with  our  approval  than  did  this  resolution.  The  son  of  our  la- 
mented Bro.  Irby  ought  to  be  very  dear  to  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Fraternity;  and  we  should  see  to  it  that  a  fund  be  speedily  raised 
sufficiently  large  to  educate  this  child,  and  thus  relieve  his  mother 
of  a  burden  she  is  totally  incompetent  to  bear. 

Professor  vom  Rath,  of  Bonn,  together  with  other  friends  in 
Germany  of  Dr.  Irby,  have  already  initiated  a  subscription  for 
this  purpose,  and  President  Gilman,  Professor  Gildersleeve,  and 
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other  members  of  the  Faculty  of  Johns  Hopkins  University, 
have  united  in  an  appeal  to  the  friends  of  Dr.  Irby  in  this  coun- 
try for  further  contributions.  But  it  is  peculiarly  our  duty — his 
brothers  in  the  holy  bonds  of  Alpha  Tan  Omega — to  take  the  lead 
in  so  pious  a  scheme. 

We  therefore  earnestly  and  affectionately  call  on  Alpha  'taus 
everywhere  to  contribute  of  their  means  to  this  laudable  object. 

Contributions  should  be  forwarded  to  Bro.  {Dr.)  M.  D.  Humes, 
Beltsville,  Md. 


OUR  EXCHANGES. 

We  believe  we  have  on  our  exchange-list  the  journal  of  every 
College  Fraternity  that  is  published  openly. 

The  1.  A.  E.  Record,  a  quarterly  of  40  pages  octavo,  published 
by  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity,  at  Frankfort,  Ky.  We 
have  received  only  the  first  two  numbers.  This  journal  began  its 
career  under  (apparently)  the  most  favorable  auspices.  The  last 
number  was  issued  in  May,  1880,  and  we  have  often  wondered 
why  the  issue  of  the  next  number  was  delayed.  We  see  it  stated 
now  that  the  publication  of  this  journal  has  been  suspended — for 
what  reason  we  do  not  know.  We  are  truly  sorry  that  such  is 
the  case,  for  we  were  greatly  prepossessed  with  the  Record,  and 
we  had  formed,  from  what  we  saw  in  it,  a  most  favorable  opinion 
of  the  1.  A.  E.  Fraternity.  This  Fraternity  has  confined  itself 
entirely  to  the  Southern  States,  but  it  has  always  stood  high,  and 
it  numbers  on  its  roll  many  of  our  very  best  Southern  men.  We 
sincerely  hope  the  Record's  troubles  may  be  removed,  and  that 
we  shall  soon  welcome  it  again  to  our  table. 

The  Crescent,  a  ten-page  monthly  quarto,  published  by  the 
Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity,  under  the  direction  of  its  Alpha 
Chapter:  Charles  E.  Richmond,  Editor-in-Chief,  Meadville,  Pa 
We  have  the  last  two  numbers.  We  like  the  Crescent  immensely 
— it  is  high  toned,  well-conducted,  and  full  of  interesting  chapter 
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news.  The  last  number  contains  several  bits  of  interesting  his- 
tory as  to  some  of  the  founders  of  J.  T.  J. 

The  Shield,  a  quarto  of  ten  pages,  issued  by  the  Phi  Kappa 
Psi  Fraternity,  ten  times  a  year,  at  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  last 
three  numbers  are  before  us.  We  have  been  brought  up  to  think 
well  of  this  Fraternity — in  fact,  we  have  known  and  loved  so 
many  Phi  Psis  that  we  could  not  but  think  well  of  it ;  and  now, 
since  we  have  made  the  acquaintance  of  the  Shield,  we  can  say 
our  good  opinion  of  this  Fraternity  has  only  been  strengthened. 
The  Shield  is  an  excellent  monthly — almost  entirely  devoted  to 
chapter  intelligence.  "An  Old  Boy's  Recollections  of  Phi  Kappa 
Psi,  twenty-five  years  ago,"  concluded  in  the  last  number,  is  an 
interesting  contribution  to  </^.  K.  ¥.'s  early  history. 

The  Star  and  Crescent,  a  twenty-eight  page  quarto,  published 
by  the  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity.  New  York:  The  Star  and 
Crescent  Publishing  Company.  This  is  a  new  publication — two 
numbers  only  having  been  issued  as  yet;  the  second  (December) 
number  is  before  us.  We  heartily  endorse  the  J.  T.  J.  Crescent's 
opinion  of  The  Star  and  Crescent  in  the  following  words:  It  "is 
certainly  a  journal  that  any  Fraternity  could  feel  proud  of  It  is 
printed  quarterly  on  heavy  magazine  paper,  and  its  typography 
is  perfect.  The  printed  matter  gives  evidence  of  great  care,  and, 
so  far,  it  is  the  fairest  and  most  liberal  Fraternity  journal  pub- 
lished. In  enumerating  successes,  due  notice  is  taken  of  rivals, 
and  the  petty  spite  so  common  in  many  papers  scarcely  finds 
space  here.  The  example  of  the  Star  and  Crescent  cannot  help 
but  be  elevating  in  the  journalism  of  the  ^  Greek  World,'  and  we 
gladly  welcome  its  appearance." 

The  Chi  Phi  Quarterly.  We  have  received  the  January  num- 
ber of  this  excellent  journal.  It  is  ably  managed,  and  in  point 
of  mechanical  execution  is  far  ahead  of  any  other  Fraternity 
publication  except  the  Star  and  Crescent.  The  Quarterly  is  de- 
voted chiefly  to  Chi  Phi  personals  and  chapter  items,  which  must 
be  very  interesting  to  the  Alumni.    The  present  number  contains 
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a  long  and  well-written  account  of  the  Convention  of  1880,  which 
met  at  AUentown,  Pa.,  October  20th,  and  which  all  pronounced 
the  most  delightful  and  successful  Convention  this  Fraternity  ever 
held. 

The  Auburn  Cadet.  This  is  an  eight-page  monthly,  published 
by  the  Cadets  of  the  Alabama  Agricultural  and  Mechanical  Col- 
lege, and  "devoted  to  News,  Literature,  Science  and  Education." 
The  present  Editors  are  J.  Callaway  [0.  J.  6),  A.  J.  Mitchell 
(.1  T.  SI),  and  C.  N.  Ousley  {1\  A.  E.)  There  are  few,  if  any, 
better  schools  in  the  country  than  the  A.  &  M.  College  of  Ala- 
bama, and  we  commend  this  enterprise  of  its  students  to  all  who 
feel  (as  we  do)  a  keen  interest  in  its  welfare  and  continued  pros- 
perity. 

In  concluding  this  brief  and  hastily-written  notice  of  our  ex- 
changes, we  would  assure  them  of  the  Palm's  earnest  desire  to 
maintain  the  most  friendly,  aye,  cordial  relations  with  them,  one 
and  all;  and  we  bid  each  one  god-speed  in  its  special  field. 


BRIEFS. 

— A.  T.  Q.  Palm — One  dollar  per  annum. 
— This  number  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  our  History. 
— The  next  Congress  will  meet  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
— Our  readers  have  in  store  a  rich  treat  in  our  next  issue. 

—  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.!     Who  is  he?     Why,  the  Alpha  Tau  of 
Alabama. 

— "Horseback  Items  from  our  Missouri  Backwoodsman" — 
that's  good.     See  our  next  number. 

—  ''State  Associations!'     What  are  they?  Ask  Bi other  W.  H. 
Lamar,  Jr.,  of  Ala.  A.  E. 

— The  Palm  is  the  cheapest  Journal — its  high  character  con- 
sidered— in  the  United  States. 

— 4oox;^i=;^4oo 

Total,  ;^55o=What  we  want! 
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— Th^  Editor-in-Chief's  diddvQss  is  Box  194,  Richmond,  Va.  All 
communications  of  whatever  nature  shoidd  be  sent  to  him, 

— Our  subscription  list  is  increasing,  but,  oh!  how  slowly! 
Brothers,  why  don't  you  subscribe? 

— These — character,  class-standing,  social  position,  gentlemanly 
deportment — constitute  the  wealth  of  a  Secret  Fraternity. — Rev. 
O.  A.  Glazebrook. 

— Why  don't  other  brothers  follow  the  good  example  of  those 
who  have  so  kindly  and  promptly  given  us  their  advertisements? 

— We  could  find  space  for  advertising  at  \Q2iS\.  fifty  cards.  And, 
oh!  how  the  Palm  would  *'boom"  if  we  had  that  number  of  $1 
advertisements. 

— Has  anybody  seen  Walter  Page's  subscription  to  the  Patm? 
That  "fast  mail"  must  have  lost  it  somewhere  between  the  "Mis- 
souri Backwoods"  and  our  office. 

— We  had  hoped  to  have  by  this  time  at  least  three  Imndred 
subscribers — and  lo !  we  have  not  half  that  number.  Brothers, 
what's  the  matter? 

— Owing  to  the  fact  that  several  hundred  copies  of  the  first 
issue  of  the  Palm  were  sent  out  as  specimen  copies,  that  issue  is 
now  exhausted. 

— In  my  opinion,  every  College  in  the  land  would  be  benefited 
by  having  a  chapter  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  attached 
to  it. — Rt.  Rev.  C.  T.  Quintard. 

— ^3  a  year  for  advertising  your  business  card.  Only  that,  and 
yet  how  few  brothers  have  shown  a  willingness  to  contribute  that 
little  to  the  success  of  the  Palm. 

— A  misapprehension  seems  to  exist  as  to  the  "  Chapter  Let- 
ter." It  is  desired  that  every  chapter  write  a  letter  for  every 
issue  of  the  Palm.     There,  now,  that's  plain  enough. 

— Did  we  burn  the  midnight  oil  in  vain  when  in  our  first  issue 
we  wrote  those  articles  calling  on  members  to  subscribe  to  and 
advertise  in  \ki^  Palm?     It  looks  so. 

— Bro.  Glazebrook  (than  whom  no  one  is  better  qualified)  is 
preparing  a  biographical  sketch  of  Alfred  Marshall — one  of  his 
two  associates  in  founding  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  It 
will  appear  in  our  next  issue. 

— Why  don't  contributors  write  on  one  side  of  the  paper  only? 
Understand  us:  write  as  many  sheets  as  you  please,  but  only  on 
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one  side  of  each  sheet;  and  then  we  will  not  have  to  rewrite  what 
you  kindly  send  us. 

— We  have  learned  that  a  number  of  specimen  copies  of  our 
first  issue  failed,  from  some  cause  or  other,  to  reach  those  to 
whom  they  were  mailed.  We  shall  send  each  of  these  brothers 
a  copy  of  this  issue,  and  we  trust  they  will  all  subscribe  to  the 
Palm. 

— The  Editors  of  the  Palm  would  be  thankful  for  the  postoffice 
address  of  the  following  brothers: 

Thos.  L.  Cochran  (Va.  ./.),  formerly  of  Camden,  Ala. 

Chas.  E.  Waldran  (Tenn.  A.),  formerly  of  Memphis,  Tenn. 

C.  R.  Breckinridge  (Va.  /A),  formerly  of  Lexington,  Ky. 

Rev.  S.  H.  Chester  (Va.  B),  formerly  of  Mount  Holly,  Ark. 

Richard  N.  Brooke  (Va.  .^/.),  late  U.  S.  Consul  at  Rocheile, 
France. 

— We  again  call  the  attention  of  the  members  of  the  Frater- 
nity who  haven't  seen  it  to  the  value  of  "American  College  Fra- 
ternities." It  would  be  difficult  to  estimate  correctly  the  good 
service  that  work  has  done  us  in  the  last  two  months.  Brothers, 
why  don't  you  buy  it? 

— There  are  many  members  of  our  Fraternity  who  will  be 
deeply  pained  to  learn  that  Hon.  J.  H.  Jamison  (Tenn.  /.),  has 
lost  his  lovely  wife.  She  died  near  Brookville,  Miss.,  just  before 
Christmas.  It  is  thought  that  he  will  now  yield  to  the  wishes  of 
his  old  constituents,  and  return  to  Tennessee  to  re-enter  politics. 
Tennessee  needs  the  services  of  such  men. 

— The  Macon  Congress  was  the  most  hiformal  we  ever  had, 
and,  for  that  very  reason,  it  was  perhaps  the  most  delightful. 
Who  can  forget  the  hospitality  of  those  warm-hearted  Southern 
brothers?  We  should  doubtless  have  frozen  to  death  but  for 
\ki€\x  warm-heartedness  ^iox  Macon  was  afflicted  with  2i  fuel-famine 
during  our  stay  there,  that  never-to-be-forgotten  last  week  in 
1880. 

— We  were  sorely  disappointed  at  not  getting  letters  from 
other  chapters  for  this  issue.  We  counted  certainly  on  hearing 
from  the  Virginia  Beta  and  the  Tennessee  Omega  Chapters.  A 
letter  vjdid  reach  us  from  the  former  after  that  department  of  the 
Palm  had  passed  through  the  printer's  hands — when  it  was  too 
late  to  insert  it.  This  is  the  vacation-period  with  the  University 
of  the  South,  and  that  doubtless  accounts  for  the  Tennessee 
Omega's  failure  to  send  a  letter. 
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— We  publish  the  following  note  from  one  of  our  dearest  sis- 
ters in  A.  T.  i}.^  to  show  our  readers  that  our  Editor's  life  is  not 
wholly  without  its  oasis,  its  bright  spot,  its — ah, — its — : 

"I  feel  more  than  honored  that  I  should  have  been  the  recipi- 
ent of  an  A.  T.  IJ.  Palm.  Every  line  has  been  read  and  re-read 
with  the  deepest  interest.  I  trust  its  existence  will  be  everlasting. 
I  beg  leave  to  contribute  my  mite,  which  you  will  find  enclosed. 

"Again  thanking  you  for  your  kind  thoughtfulness  in  sending 
ftie  the  Palm,  I  am,  with  kind  regards, 

"Sincerely, ." 

The  "mite"  contributed  was  a  subscription  for  two  years.  We 
thank  our  fair  subscriber  for  her  subscription,  but  more,  far  more, 
for  her  kind  words.  Such  words  from  such  a  source  would  move 
any  Editor  to  superhnman  literary  deeds. 

Note. — This  is  written  by  our  tinmarried  Editor. 

— We  mailed  a  copy  of  the  first  issue  of  the  Palm  to  Bro.  B.  C. 
Presstman,  Jr.  A  few  days  afterward,  we  received  the  following 
note  from  his  father: 

Baltimore,  Dec.  10th,  1880. 

Dear  Sir, — My  son,  B.  C.  Presstman,  Jr.,  is  now  traveling  in 
Europe,  but  I  am  sure  he  would  like  to  be  a  subscriber  to  the 
A.  T.  12.  Palm,  and  therefore  I  enclose  the  subscription  price  (^i), 
and  you  will  please  forward  the  numbers  as  they  are  issued  to 
his  address,  No.  31  W.  Calvert  street,  Baltimore. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  C.  Presstman. 

We  thank  Mr.  P.  for  his  courteous  and  thoughtful  act.  We 
shall  mail  a  copy  of  each  number  of  the  Palm,  as  the  same  is 
issued,  to  his  son  at  the  address  named. 

— It  is  with  great  pleasure  that  the  Pahn  announces  to  its 
readers  that  Bro.  Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  of  the  University  of  the 
South,  has  been  assigned  to  its  editorial  staff  as  Assistant  Editor 
by  the  Congress  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity.  In 
Brother  Puckette,  the  Editor-in-Chief  has  a  strong  coadjutor. 
Thus  powerfully  reinforced,  the  Editor-in-Chief  is  not  afraid  to 
reiterate  his  assurances  that  the  Pal^n  shall  more  than  fulfill  the 
expectations  of  its  friends — provided  (and  always  provided)  it 
shall  receive  from  the  Fraternity  at  large  the  support  it  merits, 
and  which  has  been  so  freely  promised.  Brothers,  after  all  it  is 
you,  and  not  the  Editors,  who  must  sustain  this  Journal.  It  is 
for  you  to  say  whether  it  shall  go  on  prospering  or  die  an  inglo- 
rious death.     You  hold  its  fate  in  your  Jmnd$.     Rernernber  that. 
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— Hon.  John  W.  Childress,  Jr.  (Tenn.  /.),  the  orator-elect  for  our 
next  Congress,  is  one  of  the  leading  politicians  and  most  bril- 
liant men  in  Tennessee.  He  is  a  nephew  of  Mrs.  President  Polk. 
The  war  interrupted  his  education,  and  he  went  into  the  Confed- 
erate army  and  served  with  distinction  as  a  gallant  officer.  After 
the  war  he  studied  law,  and  he,  B.  L.  Ridley,  Esq.,  of  Tennessee, 
and  our  brother  (now  Rev.  Dr.)  T.  T.  Eaton,  formed  a  law  part- 
nership which  was  dissolved  upon  Bro.  Eaton's  deciding  to  en- 
ter the  ministry.  He  then  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brothep- 
in-law,  J.  M.  Avent,  Esq.  He  subsequently  turned  his  attention 
to  a  field  more  congenial  to  his  taste — politics — and  in  that  field 
he  has  won  rich  laurels.  He  is  now,  and  has  been  for  several 
years.  Chairman  of  the  Tennessee  Democratic  Executive  Com- 
mittee. Bro.  Childress  is  a  fine  speaker,  a  noble  man,  and  a  true 
Alpha  Tau,  and  we  congratulate  the  Fraternity  on  his  selection 
by  Congress  as  our  next  orator.  The  alternate  orator-elect  is 
Bro.  C.  R.  Breckinridge  (Va.  Z?.),  of  Kentucky.  He  is  the  oldest 
son  of  the  late  Hon.  John  C.  Breckinridge,  ex-Secretary  of  War 
of  the  Confederate  States.  Pie  is  a  man  of  brilliant  scholarship, 
and  should  our  orator-elect  fail  to  be  on  hand  at  the  next  Con- 
gress, we  don't  know  any  brother  who  could  better  take  his  place 
as  orator  than  Brother  Breckinridge. 


PERSONALS. 

James  W.  Marshall  (Va.  H.,  '66)  ex-member  of  the  Virginia 
Senate,  is  practising  law  at  New  Castle,  Va.  Bro.  M.  was  the 
founder  of  the  glorious  old  Virginia  Epsilon  Chapter.  He  takes 
the  Palm. 

R  L  Martin  (Tenn.  /.,  '71)  is  publisher  of  the  Mtirfreesboro 
(Tenn.)  News. 

E.  M.  TuTwiLER  (Va.  //.,  '65)  is  Divison  Engineer  of  the  Rich- 
mond and  Alleghany  railroad. 

Walter  H.  Page  (N.  C.  E.^  '72),  late  Fellow  of  the  Johns 
Hopkins  University,  is  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  St.  Joseph  (Mo.) 
Daily  Gazette.     He  has  recently  married. 

Flavius  J.  Snyder  (Va.  B.^  '65)  is  a  lawyer  at  Huntersville, 
West  Va. 

Richard  Brooke  (Va,  /I,  %%),  late  Assistant  Professor  at  the 
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Virginia  Military  Institute,  is  now  Secretary  of  the  Richmond 
and  Danville  Railroad  Company. 

IvERSON  Branham  (Ky.  ^.,  '72),  is  Principal  of  the  Eatonton 
(Ga.)  Female  Academy.  He  is  a  sterling  Alpha  Tau,  and  a  grand 
worker  in  any  good  cause. 

F.  H.  Smith,  Jr.  (Va.  A.^  'Gf),  is  Adjunct  Professor  of  Mathe- 
matics at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute. 

Willis  R.  Wallace  (Va.  J.,  '70)  is  District  Attorney  for  the 
24th  Judicial  District  of  Texas  and  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Executive  Committee  of  the  6th  Congressional  district. 

C.  K.  Gregg  (Tenn.  Q.,  'jy)  has  left  Baltimore,  Md.,  having 
received  an  appointment  as  Assistant  Surgeon  in  the  U.  S.  Army. 

A.  J.  Twiggs  (Va.  A.^  '62>)  is  Chief  Engineer  and  Superin- 
tendent of  the  Knoxville  and  Augusta  railroad  with  headquarters 
at  Augusta,  Ga. 

A.  L.  Hawkins  (Ga.  A.  B.,  '78)  is  a  merchant  at  Americus,  Ga. 

H.  H.  Simmons  (Tenn.  /.,  '7O  is  a  merchant  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

A.  M.  Dent  (West  Va.  Z.,  '66)  is  a  physician  at  Weston 
West  Va. 

Graham  G.  Lacy  (Va.  A.,  'yy)  is  practising  law  at  Sedalia,  Mo. 
He  is  also  clerk  of  the  Probate  Court. 

R.  A.  Whitaker  (N.  C.  5'.,  '79)  is  still  a  student  at  Trinity 
College,  N.  C. 

Alexander  Hamilton  (Va.  A.,  '69)  is  winning  golden  opinions 
at  the  bar  in  Petersburg,  Va.  He  has  been  repeatedly  urged  to 
enter  the  political  arena ;  and,  although  by  so  doing  he  would 
doubtless  injure  his  valuable  and  lucrative  practice,  those  who 
know  how  eminently  fitted — by  reason  of  his  high  mental  and 
moral  qualities — he  is  for  that  sphere,  cannot  but  hope  that  he 
will  enter  politics.  There  never  was  a  time  when  our  country 
stood  more  in  need  of  incorruptible,  high-toned  men  like  this 
dear  brother  of  ours. 

B.  F.  Alexander  (Tenn.  A.,  '71),  ex-member  of  the  Tennessee 
Legislature,  is  a  lawyer  at  Murfreesboro',  Tenn. 
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F.  A.  Waddill  (Va.  B.,  '6j)  is  practising  medicine  at  Cheraw, 
S.  C.  This  prince  of  Alpha  Taus  must  let  the  Palm  hear  from 
him. 

Malcolm  Caruthers  (Va.  J.,  '6'^)  is  one  of  the  most  promi- 
nent young  lawyers  in  Chicago.  His  address  is  128  Clark 
street. 

Robert  Archer  (Va.  .i,  '78)  is  a  clerk  at  the  Tredegar  Iron 
Works,  Richmond,  Va.  Bro.  A.  has  intelligence,  energy,  and 
ambition;  and  he  is  bound  to  make  a  good  business  man. 

Wm.  J.  Samford,  who  represents  the  3rd  Alabama  District  in 
the  U.  S.  Congress,  is  a  whole-souled  Alpha  Tau.  Bro.  S.  was 
alternate  presidential  elector  in  1872,  delegate  from  the  13th  Sen- 
atorial District  of  Alabama  to  the  Constitutional  Convention  of 

1875,  and  a  member  of  the   Electoral   College  of  Alabama  in 

1876,  and  as  such  voted  for  Tilden  and  Hendricks.  He  was 
elected  to  the  Forty-sixth  Congress  as  a  Democrat,  receiving 
6,199  votes,  as  against  6^6  votes  cast  for  the  Independent  candi- 
date and  200  for  the  Republican  candidate. 

Wm.  Ballard  Preston  (Va.  A.,  'j'^)  is  farming  and  mining  in 
Montgomery  county,  Va.  Postoffice,  Blacksburg,  Va.  Bro.  B. 
has  paid  for  two  years'  subscription  to  the  Palm. 

Wm.  P,  Orr  (Va.  /?.,  '66)  is  a  physician  at  Covington,  Ky.  Bro. 
O.  was  elected  by  the  recent  Congress  to  deliver  a  poem  at  the 
next  Congress. 

J.  H.  Felker  (Ga.  A.  B.,  'yd))  is  a  lawyer  at  Monroe,  Ga. 

John  Gass  (Tenn.  i?.,  '78),  late  Proctor  of  the  University  of  the 
South,  is  preparing  for  the  Episcopal  ministry  at  that  University. 

F.  P.  Bond  (Tenn.  A.,  '72)  is  not  dead,  as  was  reported  in  our 
"Necrology"  in  the  last  Palm.  He  was  shot  and  came  very  near 
dying,  but  recovered ;  he  is  living  at  Brownsville,  Tenn.  It  is 
with  sincere  pleasure  that  we  make  this  correction ;  and  we  trust 
our  dear  brother  may  enjoy  a  long  and  useful  life. 

Leonard  Marbury  (D.  C.  T.^  '74)  has  been  appointed  by  the 
French  Minister  to  the  United  States  one  of  the  three  Commis- 
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sioners  to  take  testimony  in  the  City  of  Alexandria,  Va.,  in  re- 
gard to  certain  claims  against  the  French  Government  for  the 
French-American  Claims  Commission.  By  the  way,  Bro.  M. 
advertises  in  the  Palm;  that  accounts  for  his  new  honor. 

T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.  (Va.  B.^  '66)  is  a  member  of  the  committee 
charged  with  the  duty  of  revising  the  Hymn  Book  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church.     The  Committee  recently  met  in  Philadelphia. 

W.  E.  Faison  (N.  C.  5'.,  '72),  who  graduated  with  the  highest 
military  honor  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  in  1878,  is  now 
the  leading  man  in  the  Law  School  at  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia. 

H.  C.  Riley  (Ky.  M.^  '70)  has  an  advertisement  in  the  Palm. 
Read  it. 


c 


ERRORS  CORRECTED. 

In  our  first  number — 

Page  17,  read  "Bro.  C.  W  Kollock,  Graduate  Class  '"jj!'  iit- 
steadof  '''jiy 

Page  19,  read  '*  K.  I.  /r.,"  instead  of  ''K.  E.  AV;  and  "A'.  Z," 
instead  of  ''K.  ET 

Page  21,  read  "  Faison,  Walter  E.,  N.  C.  S'.,"  instead  of  "N. 
C.  X";  and  "  Renick,  Edward  I.,'^  instead  of  "  Edward  J.'^ 

Page  48,  read  "  E.  C.  Mix,  Va.  E.;'  instead  of  "  N.  C.  EP 

Page  59,  read  "E.  D.  Wooley,  N.  C.  Xi,"  instead  of'Ky. 
Mu";  and  "T.  P.  Crawford,  Va.  Rho,"  instead  of ''N 2..  Delta." 

In  this  number — 

Page  III,  read  "Congress  of  1878,"  instead  of''  1877";  and 
"Tennessee  Nu,"  instead  of  "Tennessee  Mu." 


TO  CONTRIBUTORS. 

All  matter  intended  for  the  next  number  must  be  in  the  hands 
of  the  Editor-in-Chief  by  the  twentieth  of  March. 

This  is  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  the  issue  of  that  num- 
ber by  April  ist. 
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IDEALS.* 

By  T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.  (Va.  Beta,  '65). 

There  is  no  closer  test  of  character  than  the  question,  What 
•would  you  make  of  your  life  were  the  decision  entirely  in  your 
own  power?  What  is  the  ideal  you  desire  to  reach?  No  indi- 
vidual or  nation  has  ever  proved  itself  great  that  did  not  estab- 
lish an  ideal,  noble  in  some  respects,  and  put  forth  every  exertion 
to  reach  it.  There  is  no  surer  test  of  the  innate  nobleness  or 
baseness  of  a  people  than  the  ideal  for  which  they  strive.  Tell 
me  what  you  most  thoroughly  admire  in  your  heart,  no  matter 
to  what  your  lips  may  give  service,  and  I  can  read  your  character. 
There  is  a  fixed  connection  ever  between  what  a  man  admires 
and  what  he  is;  and  remembering  this  great  principle,  you 
•can  decide  for  yourselves  whether  you  are  advancing  in  char- 
acter or  retrograding,  by  comparing  the  objects  of  your  ad- 
miration in  the  past  with  those  in  the  present.  Do  you  rever- 
ence what  is  high  and  pure  aiid  true  in  character  and  in  action, 
and  reverence  it  more  and  more  deeply  as  the  years  pass 
on  and  your  vision  grows  clearer?  Or  do  you  find  the  very 
power  of  admiration  dying  within  you,  indifference  taking  the 
place  of  reverence  and  unbelief  in  all  excellence  poisoning  your 
soul?  If  you  do  not  admire  as  noble  things  as  formerly,  nor 
admire  them  as  heartily;  if  you  believe  that  success  is  better 
than  justice,  and  aggrandizement  than  honor  and  fidelity;  then, 

*An  address  delivered   before  the  Congress  of   the  Alpha   Tau  Omega 
Fff-aternity,  assembled  in  Richmond,  Va.,  October,  1877. 
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though  you  grow  in  culture  and  in  influence,  overall  your  future 
is  written  in  warning  letters  of  flame  "Ichabod" — the  glory  of 
your  manhood  is  gone,  the  light  within  you  is  darkness,  and  how 
great  is  that  darkness ! 

The  nations  which  have  been  great  upon  the  earth  and  have  left 
grand  legacies  to  those  who  have  come  after  them,  have  ever  held 
before  the  young  sO|me  ideal  to  attain,  and  just  in  proportion  to 
the  nobility  of  that  ideal  has  been  the  greatness  they  have  won. 
Look  back  over  the  history  of  the  world  and  behold  the  ideals 
of  the  dead  nations;  consider  in  what  respects  they  were  flawed 
and  imperfect,  what  influence  they  had  upon  the  national  char- 
acter, and  why  at  least  their  light  went  out  in  darkness. 

The  ideal  of  the  Greeks  was  beauty,  physical  and  mental. 
They  sought  for  beauty  with  all  the  strength  of  a  great  people,, 
intent  upon  rising  in  the  scale  of  being  to  the  full  height  of  which 
manhood  is  capable.  Since  the  youth  are  ever  led  most  easily 
by  the  concrete  rather  than  the  abstract,  the  Greeks  embodied 
their  ideas  of  perfection  in  their  Apollo  and  Theseus,  and  trained 
their  sons  from  infancy  to  seek  that  standard  of  perfection  set 
forth  in  the  God  and  the  hero.  They  regarded  no  cost  which 
was  necessary  to  accomplish  their  purpose,  they  avoided  no  labor,, 
shrank  from  no  sacrifice,  but  strove  with  all  their  hearts  and 
minds  and  strength  to  reach  the  perfection  of  beauty.  To 
encourage  perfect  physical  development  they  made  the  olive 
crown  of  their  Olympic  games  an  honor  and  a  glory  which  re- 
paid years  of  toilsome  training  for  the  contest;  nor  were  their 
prizes  for  music,  poetry  and  oratory  less  honorable  or  less  eagerly 
sought  after. 

To  be  perfect  in  mind  and  body  was  the  great  lesson  put  con- 
stantly before  the  young  Greek;  all  his  studies,  all  his  athletic 
exercises,  had  this  for  their  aim.  He  saw  such  perfection  hon- 
ored in  the  state,  sung  by  the  poets,  and  immortalized  in  marble. 
Ere  he  left  his  nurse's  arms  he  had  heard  of  the  exploits  of  The- 
seus.    He  was  early  taught  to  admire  the  beauty  of  Apollo  and 
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to  reverence  the  learning  of  the  wise  men  whose  sayings  were 
household  words  and  whose  greatness  was  the  pride  of  their 
country.  Thus  trained  with  an  eye  single  to  mental  and  physi- 
cal perfection,  do  you  wonder  that  the  Greeks  were  pre-eminently 
beautiful?  that  they  alone  of  all  earth's  nations,  by  their  physi- 
cal perfection,  enable  us  to  imagine  what  the  human  form  was 
when  first  it  left  the  hands  of  the  Creator?  "Beautiful  as  a  Greek 
statue,"  is  a  comparison  common  at  this  day,  for  the  world  has 
never  since  seen  such  forms  of  grace  and  power  as  walked  the 
streets  of  Athens  and  stand  to-day  before  our  wondering  eyes 
in  the  marble  imitation  of  their  loveliness,  superior  to  anything 
now  upon  earth.  It  is  not  that  Phidias  and  his  compeers  had 
imaginations  to  conceive  supernal  beauty;  no,  they  have  left  for 
our  admiration  and  imitation  not  the  embodiment  of  poet's 
dreams,  but  the  representation  of  the  men  and  women  whom 
they  knew  and  met  daily  on  the  streets.  And  if  our  modern 
sculptors  stand  in  despair  before  those  olden  statues,  it  is  not 
because  imagination  has  shrivelled  in  the  ages,  but  because  hu- 
man beauty  has  well-nigh  vanished  from  the  earth.  Give  our 
artists  Greek  forms  and  faces  to  contemplate  from  their  infancy 
up  to  age,  and  they  will  give  us  in  turn  Greek  forms  and  faces 
to  immortalize  our  nation  as  Phidias  immortalized  his  country- 
men. 

But  we  are  wiser,  forsooth,  in  our  generation  than  were  the 
foolish  Greeks,  and  we  look  down  with  contempt  upon  their  ad- 
miration for  physical  beauty.  They  show  a  weakness  to  which 
we  are  superior.  It  did  very  well  for  them  in  the  darkness  of 
the  past  to  admire  beauty,  that  was  in  the  infancy  of  the  race, 
when  mankind  was,  as  it  were,  "pleased  with  a  rattle  and  tickled 
with  a  straw."  The  Greeks  of  old  and  the  women  of  modern 
times  may  seek  after  beauty,  but  we  men,  in  the  advancement  of 
the  nineteenth  century,  have  put  away  such  childish  things.  We 
are  ugly  animals  and  we  pride  ourselves  in  it;  it  is  a  thing  by 
which  we  prove  our  superiority  to  the  rest  of  creation.     We  are 
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ugly  animals  and  we  deserve  to  be  from  the  pains  we  take  to 
acquire  ugliness.  Flowers  are  beautiful,  and  birds  and  rainbows 
and  such  trivial  things,  but  the  glory  of  mankind  is  its  ugliness! 
Since  colors  are  beautiful,  we  encase  ourselves  heroically  in  black; 
the  old  toga  being  in  itself  graceful  and  permitting  graceful  move- 
ments, we  discard  it  in  indignation,  and  place  around  us  as  near 
an  imitation  of  the  straight  jacket  as  is  consistent  with  locomo- 
tion; till  an  old  Greek  meeting  us  on  the  street  would  pronounce 
us  risen  Egyptian  mummies,  walking  around  in  our  swathing 
bands.  Having  kept  our  forms  as  far  as  possible  from  beauty, 
there  is  still  danger  nature  may  circumvent  our  desire  for  ugli- 
ness in  our  faces  and  heads;  so,  instead  of  leaving  our  beard  for 
the  manly  ornament  it  was  intended  to  be,  we  take  much,  time 
and  pains  in  cutting  it  into  uncouth  shapes,  leaving  here  a  por- 
tion and  there  a  {^^  hairs,  till  we  reach  a  fantastic  ugliness  of 
hirsute  embellishment  which  we  can  look  upon  with  com- 
placency. 

There  have  been  grace  and  beauty,  or  at  least  convenience,  in 
the  covering  for  the  heads  of  all  ancient  nations ;  but  we  have 
succeeded  in  inventing  a  hat,  which  is  inconvenient,  expensive, 
easily  injured,  burdensome  to  the  head  and  excellent  to  produce 
early  baldness,  but  which,  in  our  eyes,  possesses  the  great  ad- 
vantages of  being  extremely  ugly  in  itself  and  unbecoming  to 
the  human  countenance.  If  you  would  obtain  a  full  idea  of  its 
great  success  in  increasing  ugliness,  the  next  time  you  stand  by 
one  of  the  noble  Greek  statues,  just  put  your  "stovepipe"  abonii- 
nation  upon  its  head  and  observe  the  difference  it  makes  in  the 
expression  oi  the  face.  We  have  evidently  advanced  beyond  the 
ideal  of  physical  beauty,  though  it  would  be  well  for  us  if  we  had 
some  ideal,  ugly  or  beautiful,  which  we  strove  to  reach.  Any- 
thing is  better  than  negation,  a  false  ideal  may  be  exalted,  but 
alas  for  those  who  have  none!  It  would  be  better  for  us  if  we 
placed  before  ourselves  an  ideal  of  perfect  physical  ugliness  and 
resolutely  strove  to  reach  it,  although  that  ideal  was  a  flat-headed 
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Indian  or  Chimpanzee,  than  merely  to  make  the  negative  resolu- 
tion not  to  be  beautiful,  and  to  have  no  aim  in  outward  appear- 
ance, save  the  absence  of  grace  and  beauty. 

But  the  Greeks  aimed  at  mental 2iS>  well  physical  perfection,  and 
in  that,  also,  how  wonderful  was  their  success !  Their  language  is 
the  most  perfect  and  beautiful  which  mankind  has  ever  used  since 
the  dispersion  at  Babel.  Their  orators  and  poets  and  philoso- 
phers still  command  the  admiring  reverence  of  all  the  world. 
Here  and  there  one  upon  the  earth  is  worthy  to  be  named  with 
the  great  men  of  Greece,  but  where  will  you  find  such  a  con- 
stellation of  stars  shining  in  the  firmament  of  intellect?  The 
Greeks  could  not  reach  their  ideal — alas,  for  a  people  who 
can ! — but  they  strove  manfully  to  approach  it  and  they  succeeded 
in  reaching  a  mental  and  physical  perfection,  which  no  other  na- 
tion has  ever  attained,  or  ever  will,  till  a  great  people  shall  again 
arise  who  shall  place  before  themselves  the  same  ideal  of  per- 
fection in  body  and  mind.  But  grand  as  was  their  aim,  so  far  as 
it  went,  and  grand  as  were  their  efforts  to  attain  it,  there  are  aims 
nobler  than  those  they  sought,  and  their  nation  fell  because  of 
the  imperfection  of  their  ideal.  They  sought  with  manhood's 
strength  for  beauty,  physical  and  mental,  and  in  a  high  degree 
they  gained  it,  but  they  saw  not  above  and  beyond  these  quali- 
ties the  grandeur  of  moral  perfection.  Radiant  with  the  beauty 
of  Eden,  gifted  with  the  genius  of  the  immortals,  their  man- 
hood was  stained  with  vice  ^nd  weakened  with  impurity.  Truth, 
courage,  fidelity  and  patriotism,  all  these  high  virtues  they  ad- 
mired and  sought,  but  these  cannot  permanently  exist  without 
purity  of  private  character,  and  the  nation  withered  before  the 
breath  of  moral  pollution,  till  the  Greek  of  to-day  is  the  most 
treacherous,  false  and  cowardly  of  men.  And  there  is  no  sadder 
commentary  to  the  nations  on  the  grandeur  and  indispensableness 
of  virtue,  than  the  noble  ruins  which  yet  crown  the  brow  of 
Areopagus,  and  look  down  sadly  upon  the  city  whose  glory  has 
departed  forever.     There  were  men  of  noble  character  among 
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those  old  Greeks ;  that  the  nation  endured  so  long  and  rose  so 
high  would  prove  this,  even  had  we  never  heard  of  Socrates  and 
Xenocrates.  But  Greece  fell  because  the  ideal  placed  before  her 
youth  for  imitation  was  immoral,  as  were  Jupiter  and  Apollo. 

No  people  rise  higher  than  their  ideal,  though  here  and  there 
one  man  may  shame  the  standard  by  his  noble  life  and  stainless 
character.  There  has  lately  been  an  effort  to  induce  the  Ameri- 
cans and  English  to  accept  the  ideal  which  Matthew  Arnold 
proposes — an  ideal  of  culture  alone.  Oh,  my  brothers,  as  we 
value  our  fellow-men  and  desire  the  advancement  of  the  race,  let 
us  fight  this  idea  to  the  death !  Surely  we  must  be  deafer  than 
adders  and  duller  than  stones,  if  we  cannot  heed  the  great  lesson 
which  Grecian  history  teaches  so  plainly — no  nation  can  long 
endure  and  advance  whose  ideal  ignores  moral  beauty.  Culture 
indeed!  There  never  was  a  people  more  thoroughly  or  gener- 
ally cultured  than  the  Athenians  in  the  days  of  Christ,  and  there 
never  was  a  people  more  utterly  depraved  and  corrupt.  The 
time  had  been,  probably,  when  Athens,  Sparta  and  Corinth  were  as 
sternly  virtuous  and  as  nobly  pure  as  Cato  himself;  but  they  chose 
to  pursue  physical  beauty  and  mental  culture  to  the  neglect 
of  moral  perfection,  and  the  building  of  their  civilization  and 
power,  founded  upon  the  sand,  went  down  in  irretrievable  ruin. 
So  shall  it  be  with  us  if  we  pursue  an  ideal  of  simple  culture.  Bet- 
ter the  rugged  ignorance  of  our  Teutonic  fathers  than  such  culture 
as  Paul  saw  in  polished  Athens,  when  his  spirit  was  stirred  within 
him.  Corruption  brings  death,  culture  can  only  carve  and  whiten 
the  sepulchre  of  a  nation;  it  cannot  stay  the  progress  of  dissolu- 
tion. No  virtue  on  the  part  of  our  forefathers  can  save  us,  if  the 
salt  of  our  own  character  has  lost  its  savor.  Goodness  can  never 
become  unnecessary,  nor  virtue  obsolete,  nor  can  culture  take 
the  place  of  purity  in  the  life  of  a  nation  while  the  world  stands; 
for  God's  moral  laws  are  as  firmly  fixed  in  our  spiritual  natures, 
as  His  physical  laws  in  the  material  universe.  Nay,  heaven  and 
earth  may  pass  away,  but  the  law  whose  working  brought  Greece 
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to  destruction,  despite  her  culture,  shall  stand  unshaken  when 
the  everlasting  hills  are  moved  and  "  the  mountains  bow  down  at 
the  presence  of  the  Lord." 

The  ideal  of  the  Romans  was  perfect  obedience  to  law  and 
military  discipline.  To  be  a  brave  soldier  and  afterwards  a  vic- 
torious general  was  the  ambition  of  her  youth,  in  those  great 
days  when  to  be  a  Roman  citizen  was  in  itself  a  glory.  No  matter 
how  stern  the  discipline  Rome  decided  to  be  necessary,  her  heroic 
sons  endured  it  cheerfully,  and  the  world  saw  for  the  first  and 
only  time  in  its  history  a  nation  with  virtue  and  admiration  for 
virtue,  according  to  their  standard,  sufficiently  general  to  permit 
the  appointing  of  a  censor  to  inspect  the  private  characters  of 
citizens  and  punish  all  immorality.  That  was  a  noble  race,  those 
iron  men  who  welded  all  Italy  into  a  sword  for  the  world's  con- 
quest; and  to  their  rugged  strength  and  stern  resolution  we  give 
a  reverence  deeper  than  all  the  beauty  and  culture  of  Greece 
could  win  from  us.  The  earth  has  never  seen  a  race  which  in 
native  strength  equalled  those  old  Roman  patricians  who  con- 
quered the  nations  and  so  guided  and  influenced  the  destiny  of 
mankind,  that  all  the  generations  which  have  succeeded  them  have 
borne  the  impress  of  their  genius,  and  the  image  and  superscrip- 
tion of  Csesar  is  inscribed  over  all  the  face  of  civilization. 

The  Romans  strove  to  become  perfect  soldiers.  The  world  has 
never  since  seen  such  warriors  as  those  whose  armor  gleamed  in 
the  streets  of  conquered  cities  and  amid  the  forests  of  distant 
lands,  from  the  laughing  waters  of  the  Persian  Gulf  to  the  ice- 
bound shores  of  the  Northern  Sea.  And  the  generals  who  led 
were  worthy  of  the  soldiers  who  obeyed.  Here  and  there  one 
among  the  other  nations  can  rank  in  military  genius  with  the 
Roman  chieftains,  but  he  stands  singly,  while  Rome  counted  her 
great  warriors  by  the  score.  Their  ideal,  so  far  as  it  went,  was  a 
grand  one.  To  endure  all  hardship,  suffer  all  privations,  accept 
all  sacrifices  demanded  by  vigorous  law  and  inflexible  military  dis- 
cipline, that  thereby  they  might  be  trained    and   fitted  for  their 
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country's  service  and  their  country's  glory — this  was  the  heroic^ 
unselfish  aim  of  the  Roman  youth.  Do  you  wonder  that  they 
carried  their  triumphant  eagles  over  a  conquered  world  and' 
built  up  from  the  shattered  wrecks  of  other  nations  a  grand  em- 
pire which  endured  for  ages  and  fell  at  last,  not  because  the 
patricians  were  subdued — men  with  such  an  ideal  cannot  be  con- 
quered— but  because  they  had  died  on  a  thousand  battlefields  ? 
The  true  race  had  perished  and  the  mongrel  crew  of  freedmen 
and  barbarians  who  took  their  places  and  called  themselves  by 
the  proud  name  of  Romans  cared  nothing  for  the  old  heroic  ideal^ 
and  loved  ease  more  than  glory. 

Why  had  the  patricians  so  utterly  perished  ?  Since  their 
glory  was  due  to  the  nobleness  of  their  ideal,  to  its  imperfec- 
tion they  owed  their  death.  Grand  as  is  perfect  obedience  tO' 
law,  it  is  vitally  essential  that  the  law  be  perfect.  A  good  soldier 
is  the  highest  type  of  manhood  if  he  follows  a  perfect  leader.  If 
that  Roman  obedience  had  been  yielded  to  the  moral  law,  rather 
than  to  the  behests  of  consul  or  king;  if  those  mailclad  warriors 
had  been  as  true  soldiers  of  Christ  as  of  Caesar,  how  different 
would  have  been  the  result!  But  they  were  trained  to  implicit 
obedience  to  their  leaders,  who  for  ambition's  sake  embroiled 
them  in  wars  with  each  other,  and  thus  fighting  their  own  coun- 
trymen, the  old  race  destroyed  itself,  and  with  it  died  the  stera 
virtue  and  iron  discipline  of  their  ideal — obedience.  Somewhat 
of  their  power  and  the  terror  of  their  name  lingered,  for  ages 
after,  over  the  degenerate  race  which  followed  them  and  looked 
back  with  contempt  upon  their  ideal,  but  with  that  ideal  and  the 
men  who  cherished  it,  perished  the  Roman  greatness.  Outward 
prosperity  remained  for  awhile,  but  the  spirit  was  dead.  Here 
and  there  one  was  found  true  to  the  olden  thoughts  and  purposes^, 
as  if  to  shame  the  pleasure-seeking  ones  around  him.  Such 
old  Romans  were  the  emperors  of  the  second  century,  trained  in 
the  school  of  the  stoics  to  follow  the  early  ideal,  and  holding  up- 
by  their  own  strength  the  falling  empire  and  showing  that  Rome 
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could  be  greater  than  the  Rome  of  ancient  days,  if  only  the  peo- 
ple should  prove  themselves  worthy  to  come  after  the  race  that 
had  perished. 

An  ideal  of  perfect  obedience  to  law  and  discipline  !  We  have 
"advanced"  far  beyond  such  an  ideal!  Obedience?  'tis  an  obso- 
lete word,  uttered  only  'by  old  fogies  like  Carlyle  and  Rus- 
kin,  and  not  worthy  of  the  latter  half  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
We  adopt  instead  as  the  shibboleth  of  the  nations  the  cry  of 
"liberty."  Liberty  is  a  great  thing — it  is  the  great  thing,  the 
patent  panacea  for  all  ills.  Out  of  a  lingering  weakness  for  the 
past,  a  weakness  of  which  we  are  ashamed,  we  keep  up  a  form 
of  law,  aye,  a  multiplicity  of  forms,  almost  equal  to  the  code  of 
Rome  in  her  degenerate  days — but  to  obey  the  laws,  why  that  is 
by  no  means  necessary.  It  would  be  to  infringe  upon  a  man's 
liberty,  to  punish  him  for  violating  law,  and  what  is  so  precious  as 
liberty?  In  our  "advancement"  we  have  freed  ourselves  from  all 
such  restraining  bonds  as  cramped  the  individuality  of  the  old 
Romans,  so  far  as  we  can  do  so  we  set  nature  at  defiance.  Subjec- 
tion to  rightful  authority  was  once  thought  to  be  proof  of  nobility ; 
children  who  obeyed  their  parents,  wives  who  obeyed  their  hus- 
bands, citizens  who  obeyed  the  laws,  were,  in  their  respective  sta- 
tions, honored  in  proportion  to  their  obedience.  But  it  "cramped 
their  individuality"  and  "did  violence  to  their  instincts  for  lib- 
erty," instincts  inherent  in  our  race  since  Adam  preferred  inde- 
pendence to  Eden.  Wiser  than  he,  we  are  endeavoring  to  secure 
both ;  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether  we  can  be  free  and  retain 
Eden  or  must  follow  our  great  parent  out  into  the  wilderness. 

We  have  freed  children  from  the  "  tyranny"  of  family  govern- 
ment, and  allow  them  to  decide  for  themselves  almost  from  in- 
fancy. We  have  freed  pupils  from  compulsory  studies,  judging 
that  a  boy  of  twelve  years  is  competent  to  determine  for  himself 
what  studies  will  best  conduce  to  his  mental  discipline.  We 
have  freed  members  of  churches  from  the  painful  obligation  of 
believing  anything  definite  concerning  religion,  and  many  have 
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become  such  liberal  Christians  that  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis- 
cover their  Christianity,  till  earnest  men  have  been  turning  to  the 
obsolete  and  childish  vagaries  of  pantheism,  as  a  relief  from  a 
creedless  Christianity.  We  have  freed  men  from  the  old  binding 
obligations  to  integrity,  and  the  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of 
embezzlements.  All  society  seems  to  be  dissolving  into  a  mass 
of  corruption  beneath  the  admirable  workings  of  our  ideas  of 
advancement;  but  what  matters  it,  so  only  we  maintain  the  in- 
estimable, the  glorious  right  of  liberty?  The  Romans  might 
take  for  their  ideal  the  mailed  soldier  obedient  to  authority,  but 
we  take  rather — what  ?  Friends,  where  can  you  find  anything 
entirely  free?  The  angels  are  implicitly  obedient — the  heavenly 
bodies  and  all  the  great  materials  of  the  universe  yield  to  law. 
My  horse  and  my  dog  are  useful  only  in  proportion  as  they  yield 
to  my  will.  The  ants  go  forth  in  bands,  the  bees  obey  a  queen, 
the  wild  birds  follow  their  leaders,  "the  ox  knoweth  his  owner 
and  the  ass  his  master's  crib."  Where  can  we  find  an  ideal  of 
perfect  liberty  such  as  our  heart  craveth?  Yes,  there  is  one 
-among  God's  creatures,  which,  so  far  as  we  know,  enjoys  entire 
liberty,  and  I  thank  Ruskin  for  pointing  him  out  to  us — the  com- 
mon housefly.  Its  individuality  is  not  cramped  by  obedience; 
it  acknowledges  no  superior,  no  leader.  Flies  are  indeed  "  free 
and  equal,"  and  exercise  the  right  of  pursuing  happiness  without 
regard  to  the  wishes  of  any  being.  All  hail  to  the  winged  em- 
bodiment of  freedom !  Let  the  Greek  bring  forth  his  athlete  and 
his  philosopher;  let  the  Roman  admire  disciplined  soldiery — we, 
"more  advanced"  in  enlightenment,  will  pursue  over  crumbling 
law  and  falling  society  that  grand  ideal  of  liberty  typified  by  the 
housefly! 

I  use  the  word  "liberty"  in  the  sense  in  which  it  is  popularly 
understood — the  right  to  do  as  one  pleases.  Luckily  we  have 
not  yet  reached  what  has  been  said  to  be  the  French  idea  of 
liberty,  viz :  "  the  right  of  every  man  to  control  every  other  man." 

Listen  to  the  wild  cry  for  "rights!"  "rights  !"  with  which  the 
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age  is  deafening  our  ears;  ** Woman's  rights";  "social  rights"; 
"civil  rights";  "workingmen's  rights";  ending,  as  they  ever  do, 
with  a  shriek  for  freedom  ;  and  then  go  stand  at  Thermopylae, 
where  the  silence  is  unbroken  save  by  the  everlasting  anthem  of 
the  changeless  sea,  and  as  your  mind  recalls  the  heroic  forms  of 
the  three  hundred  whose  heroic  defiance  of  the  Persian  hosts  has 
forever  immortalized  the  "gates  of  Greece,"  read  with  reverent 
heart  and  kindling  soul  in  their  epitaph  the  grandest  words  ever 
inscribed  above  the  fallen.  "  Stranger,  go  tell  to  Lacedemonia  that 
we  lie  here  having  obeyed  her  words."  And  in  the  after  ages 
which  race,  think  you,  mankind  will  most  honor — the  Spartans, 
who  carved  such  words  for  the  glory  of  their  dead  brothers,  or 
the  conventions  of  the  nineteenth  century,  resolving  in  the  face 
of  nature's  laws  and  the  facts  of  the  world  that  all  men  and  wo- 
men are  created  free  and  equal?  Which  man  will  be  judged  the 
nobler,  the  trades-unionist,  boasting  of  his  liberty,  or  the  old 
mountain  servant,  of  whom  Scott  tells  us,  who  gave  his  life  and 
the  lives  of  his  seven  sons  for  his  chieftain,  and  as  they  fell  called 
out  the  brother  to  death — "another  for  Hector"? 

Let  us  learn  the  great  lesson  which  our  own  Lee  impressed 
upon  his  son — "  duty  is  the  grandest  word  in  the  language."  To 
give  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due  is  not  servitude,  but  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  highest  manhood.  There  is  but  one  freedom 
which  is  in  itself  desirable — freedom  from  sin — and  to  desire  lib- 
erty for  its  own  sake  is  not  to  rise  in  the  scale  of  being  toward 
the  obedient  angels,  but  to  sink  below  the  nobler  animals  to  a 
level  with  the  lawless  flies  which  acknowledge  no  leaders  and 
feel  no  responsibility.  The  swaggering  self-assertion  which  de- 
clares to  all  "I  am  as  good  as  you,"  is  not  proof  of  greatness  or 
power,  and  is  never  heard  from  the  lips  or  seen  in  the  actions  of 
the  noblest  men.  We  must  study  the  great  lesson  in  the  words 
of  Clearclus  to  his  soldiers — "I  will  prove  that  I  am  worthy  to 
command,  by  showing  that  I  know  how  to  obey." 

The  Roman  ideal  disappeared  with  the  great  race  that  pursued 
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it,  and  from  the  wreck  which  followed  slowly  arose  through  the- 
middle  ages  two  distinct  and  separate  ideals,  toward  which  mea- 
pressed  with  unabated  zeal  and -fixedness  of  purpose.  Greek 
athlete  and  philosopher,  along  with  Roman  soldier,  gave  place  to 
the  monk  and  the  knight  of  medieval  history.  We  do  base  in- 
justice to  those  earnest  men  who  founded  the  system  of  the  mon- 
astery, if  we  confound  them  with  the  depraved  and  hypocritical 
monks,  who,  in  the  days  of  Luther,  were  a  more  terrible  scourge 
upon  Europe  than  were  the  frogs  and  locusts  upon  ancient  Egypt., 
We  might  as  well  attempt  to  read  the  character  of  the  Romans 
of  the  Republic  by  what  we  know  of  Domitian  anjd  Caracalla,  or 
hold  Pericles  responsible  for  the  treacherous  falsity  of  modern 
Greece.  From  the  terrible  corruption  and  debauchery  which 
disgraced  the  corpse  of  the  world's  dead  empire,  true-hearted 
men  recoiled  in  shuddering  horror,  and  established  an  ideal  of 
personal  purity,  grafting  upon  stoicism  the  idea  of  penance  and 
humility.  To  keep  under  the  flesh,  to  crucify  it  and  make  of 
their  bodies  holy  temples  for  the  Spirit  of  God — this  was  their 
aim,  however  mistaken  the  means  by  which  they  sought  to 
reach  it. 

Laugh  as  we  may  at  the  spectacle  of  Simon  upon  his  pillar^ 
beneath  our  laughter  is  involuntary  admiration  for  the  man  wha 
could  carry  out  so  self-sacrificing  a  thought,  with  such  unwaver- 
ing constancy.  Trained  in  lessons  of  self  denial,  with  their  eyes 
ever  fixed  on  the  achievements  in  holiness  of  some  saint,  who 
had  toiled  and  striven  and  resisted  temptation  in  the  very  mon- 
astery in  which  they  were,  the  young  monks  grew  up  and  went 
forth  conquering  and  to  conquer.  Wine  and  women  and  wealth, 
which  ruin  so  many  lives,  deaden  so  many  ardent  hearts,  and 
blight  so  many  noble  careers,  had  no  power  over  men  trained 
from  youth  to  despise  them.  What  bribe  could  influence  a  man 
whose  garb  was  of  sack-cloth,  whose  couch  was  of  rushes,  and 
whose  fare  was  of  lentils?  What  title  could  allure  a  man  who  had^ 
no  family  to  advance  in  the  world  and  who  looked  upon  earth's. 
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'brightest  crowns  as  tinseled  mockery?  No  wonder  the  world 
and  the  flesh  shjgink  aghast  before  those  famine-wasted  forms  and 
devoted  spiiits,  for  whom  their  most  alluring  temptations  had  no 
charms. 

The  religion  those  monks  taught  was  so  mingled  with  funda- 
mental errors  as  to  be  little  better  in  many  respects  than  the 
heathenism  they  attacked;  but  false  though  it  was,  they  believed 
it  with  all  their  hearts,  and  the  power  of  their  faith  was  resist- 
less. They  were  ready  to  undergo  any  hardship  and  self-sacri- 
fice in  its  promulgation,  and  never,  save  in  the  days  of  the 
apostles,  has  been  seen  such  rapid  spread  of  a  religion.  Before 
the  earnest  efforts  of  these  heroes  idol  after  idol  went  down  for- 
ever. Jupiter  and  Apollo  followed  Baal  and  Astarte  into  oblivion. 
Saxon  and  Goth,  No-rthman  and  Briton,  Frank  and  Hun  yielded 
to  the  faith  of  the  monks,  and  throughout  Europe,  Asia,  Africa 
and  the  isles  of  the  sea,  the  cross  arose  above  the  crumbling  altars 
of  the  ancient  deities.  False  in  their  doctrines,  substituting  the 
worship  of  Mary  for  that  of  Diana,  those  monks  were  yet  so 
earnest,  so  resolute,  so  true  to  their  great  ideal  of  personal  purity 
and  self-abnegation  that  they  established  Roman  Catholicism  so 
firmly  over  Europe  that  succeeding  centuries  of  sloth  and  pollu- 
tion but  slightly  shook  its  foundations  and  the  truth  itself  made 
but  slow  progress  against  it.  Oh !  that  pure  and  undefiled  re- 
ligion to-day  could  muster  beneath  its  banners  men  as  true  to  its 
lofty  ideal,  as  earnest  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  it,  and  as  self- 
sacrificing  for  the  conversion  of  the  world,  as  were  those  old 
monks,  whose  clear  voices  rang  through  the  ancient  forests  of 
Europe  and  whose  martyr  blood  stained  the  altars  of  Thor  and 
Wodin. 

'  So  long  as  they  were  true  to  their  ideal  of  purity  and  self-sac- 
rifice, however  mistaken  the  meansby  which  they  sought  to  reach 
that  ideal,  so  long  the  monks  were  men  we  must  delight  to  honor 
for  their  brave  devotion  to  what  they  believed  to  be  their  duty. 
But  when  the  ideal  was  given  up,  when  they  no  longer  strove  to 


138  Alpha  Tail  Omega  Palm. 

make  of  themselves  saints  as  before,  then  their  glory  departed^ 
and  the  degraded  hypocritical  pretenders  who  took  their  places 
were  a  disgrace  to  our  common  humanity.     Though  we,  in  these 
softer    days,   may    be    incapable  of   the    heroic    self-abnegation 
which  marked  the  lives  of  the  monks  of  old,  of  trampling  under 
our  feet  all  pleasure,  innocent  as  well  as  guilty,  so  that  the  world 
and  the  flesh  would  be  well-nigh  as  powerless  against  us  as  against 
the  angels ;  let  us  yet  admire  that  stern  virtue  which  sought  to 
be  holy  and   useful  with  no  thought  of  happiness.     It  is  right 
that  we  should  brighten  our  lives  with  innocent  pleasure;  far  be 
it  from  me  to  deny  the  humanizing  effects  of  harmless  happiness. 
But  while  this  is  right  and  allowable,  it  is  not  grand  nor  heroic, 
my  friends.     The  highest  type  of  character,  be  he  stoic,  monk  or 
apostle,  thinks  little  of  his  own  happiness  and  scarcely  knows  the 
meaning  of  the  word  pleasure.     There  are  flowers  for  the  bridal 
garland,  blossoms  for  the  May  queen's  crown,  but  for  the  brow 
of  the  hero,  only  the  grey  of  the  olive,  only  the  green  of  the 
laurel! 

By  the  side  of  the  monk  arose  the  knight  and  the  ideal  of  the 
soldier  kept  pace  with  that  of  the  priest.     How  the  age  of  chiv- 
alry has  been  repeated  in  story  and  chanted  in  song  through  all 
the  prosaic  ages  which  have  succeeded  it.      Sneer  at  their  wild 
enthusiasm  and  their  stilted  courtesy,  as  we  may,  in  our  hearts 
we  do  them  reverence  and  are  proud  of  the  gallantry  of  our  fore- 
fathers who  went  forth  to  tournament  and  crusade   with   equal 
alacrity  and  unselfish  bravery.     We  can  find  no  more  expressive 
word  of  praise  than  to  say  of  any  one  "he  has  a  knightly  char- 
acter."    Bayard  and  Sydney  stand  unequaled  as  types  of  manly 
excellence.     To  redress  wrongs,  to  protect  the  weak,  to  honor 
woman,  to  be  faithful  to  his  leaderand  never  to  turn  his  back  upon 
the  foe ;  these  were  the  chosen  duties  of  the  knight,  and  his  great 
aim  was  to  make  himself  brave,  faithful,  true  and   stainless.     A 
noble  ideal,  think  you?    Aye,  and  pursued  by  noble  men  through 
years  of  patient  endurance. 
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Taught  by  the  Romans  that  there  can  be  no  excellence  in  a 
character  untrained  to  obedience,  the  father  sent  his  son  at  the  age 
of  seven  years  to  the  castle  of  a  friend  to  be  trained.  There  for 
seven  years  he  remained  as  page  to  the  ladies  ;  taught  by  them  to 
read  and  to  pray,  he  was  obedient  to  their  behests  and  performed 
cheerfully  even  such  menial  duties  as  belong  to  butler  and  foot- 
man. No  matter  how  high  the  boy's  rank,  his  duties  were  the 
same,  and  young  princes  could  be  seen  waiting  at  the  table,  car- 
rying the  keys  and  having  charge  of  the  cellar.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  the  page  became  a  squire  and  his  services  were  trans- 
ferred from  the  ladies  to  the  knight.  The  menial  duties  continued, 
however.  He  must  now  sei;ve  the  knight,  clean  his  armor,  look 
after  his  clothing  and  take  care  of  his  horse — must  follow  him  in 
the  chase,  like  a  modern  groom,  hold  his  second  horse  in  battle,, 
succor  him  when  wounded  and  carry  him  from  the  field  when 
killed.  After  seven  years  more  the  squire  became  a  knight  him- 
self, and,  freed  from  menial  duties,  transferred  his  obedience  to 
his  chieftain.  Fourteen  years  were  thus  spent  in  acquiring  the 
one  great  virtue  obedience — fourteen  years  of  waiting  on  the  table 
and  caring  for  horses — and  this  not  for  the  poor  and  the  lowly, 
but  for  those  of  noble  birth  and  lofty  station — the  sons  of  dukes 
and  of  kings.  How  far  have  we  advanced  (?)  beyond  these  ideas 
of  the  dark  ages !  What  mother  among  our  people  would  see 
her  son  peform  a  servant's  duties  for  fourteen  years  in  another 
house,  and  that  too  without  wages?  Imagine  a  boy  of  one  of 
our  first  families  washing  dishes,  waiting  on  the  table  and  carry- 
ing ladies'  trains,  as  a  steady  occupation  for  years !  Nay,  our 
sons  shall  rather  grow  into  manhood  playing  cards  and  chewing 
tobacco,  or  worse ! 

For  fear  of  insulting  the  independence  and  individuality  of  young 
America,  I  will  not  insinuate  that  it  would  be  well  for  them  to 
learn  obedience  in  some  way,  whether  as  Roman  soldier,  Grecian 
athlete  or  chivalrous  page  was  taught  it;  but  let  no  one  say  that 
the  duties  of  page  or  squire  would   destroy  the   manliness  of  a 
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boy.  No  training  the  world  ever  knew  has  produced  more  manly- 
men  than  the  fourteen  years  of  obedience  in  a  knight's  life.  If 
we  may  judge  a  tree  by  its  fruits,  there  must  have  been  some  noble- 
ness in  that  system,  for  it  did  produce  noble  men — brave,  stain- 
less, knightly,  true  as  steel  to  their  friends,  faithful  unto  death  to 
chieftain  and  country,  honorable,  trustworthy,  cheerful  in  priva- 
tion, patient  in  suffering,  tender  and  true  in  all  the  relations  of 
life.  Will  our  card-playing,  tobacco  chewing,  independent  meth- 
ods give  the  world  a  race  of  unselfish,  devoted  Bayards? 

But  I  cannot  speak  of  knightly  character  and  what  it  did  for 
the  world  without  being  carried  away  by  my  enthusiastic  rever- 
ence. I  will  speak  rather  of  the  defeat  which  made  it  imperfect 
and  caused  its  fall.  The  spirit  of  knighthood,  noble  in  other 
things,  was  wrong  in  the  pride  of  birth.  It  had  none  of  that  base 
pride  which  looks  down  upon  any  occupation  in  itself;  it  con- 
sidered the  most  menial  duties  noble,  but  only  when  done  by  the 
nobly  born.  Receiving  the  lesson  conveyed  by  our  Lord's  wash- 
ing His  disciples'  feet,  chivalry  recognized  that  the  man  ennobles 
the  act,  but  did  not  receive  the  kindred  lesson  conveyed  by 
Christ's  being  the  reputed  son  of  a  carpenter,  and  refused  to  recog- 
nize any  nobility  in  the  lowly  born.  And  thus  amid  all  the  truth 
and  bravery  of  the  knights  is  seen  a  spirit  of  haughtiness,  which 
gradually  made  them  refuse  to  submit  to  that  long  fourteen  years 
of  servitude,  which  led  them  to  desire  costly  armor  and  large 
retinues,  till  the  love  of  money  debased  their  characters,  and  the 
grand  ideal  faded  away  from  the  orders  of  knighthood,  then  at 
last  the  haughtiest  and  wealthiest  of  mankind.  Alas,  what  ideal 
can  withstand  the  blighting  touch  of  gold  ? 

These  are  the  four  chief  ideals  in  the  history  of  Europe.  You 
are  probably  familiar  with  them,  and  the  truthfulness  of  my  rep- 
resentations you  will  readily  admit.  I  might  go  back  to  Assyria 
and  Persia  and  Egypt,  and  show  you  how  they  rose  to  geatness 
in  exact  proportion  to  the  nobleness  of  their  ideals,  and  fell  at  last, 
•either  through  the  imperfections  of  those  ideals  or  their  faithless- 
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nesstothem;  but  I  forbear.  There  is  no  lesson  written  more 
plainly  on  every  page  of  history  than  that  every  great  nation 
has  pursued  some  lofty  ideal,  has  excelled  in  those  virtues  with 
which  it  invested  its  standard;  and  the  height  to  which  it  has  risen 
has  been  in  exact  proportion  to  the  perfection  of  the  ideal  placed 
before  the  young.  Show  me  a  people  who  have  no  ideal  of  ex- 
cellence, and  I  will  show  you  a  nation  which  either  never  has 
risen,  and  never  will  rise  in  the  scale  of  being,  or  else  the  decay- 
ing remant  of  a  once  great  people,  eaten  through  and  through 
by  the  twin  vices  of  covetousness  and  corruption.  No  peo- 
ple can  be  great  without  a  great  ideal  of  character — all  history  is 
one  long  affirmation  of  this  truth — an  ideal,  not  for  lip-service 
only,  but  for  earnest  love  and  steadfast  pursuit  m  all  the  actions 
of  life. 

You  will  notice  that  in  the  Greek,  Roman  and  Medieval  ideals, 
the  fundamental  thought  was  to  make  men  perfect — an  idea  which 
bears  the  Divine  sanction,  for  we  are  taught  that  we  can  best 
glorify  God  by  being  "perfect  as  our  father  in  heaven  is  perfect." 
The  opinions  of  the  ancients  varied  as  to  what  constitutes  true 
nobility,  but  they  agreed  in  seeking  as  a  final  earthly  aim  the 
perfection  of  character.  They  differed  also  as  to  the  best  means 
to  reach  this  perfection.  Now,  remembering  that  a  nation  proves 
its  greatness  by  the  nobleness  of  its  ideal  of  excellence,  I  ask 
you  to  turn  your  eyes  upon  the  nineteenth  century  and  tell  me 
truly  what  is  its  ideal?  What  character  do  we  exalt,  as  Greece 
did  her  philosopher,  Rome  her  soldier,  and  the  Middle  Ages 
their  monk  and  knight? 

We  are  a  great  people! — that  is  an  axiom — nobody,  save  a  few 
old  fogies  like  Carlyle,  will  deny  it.  Where  then  is  the  ideal  we 
are  pursuing,  to  which  future  generations  shall  look  back  with 
reverence?  My  friends,  let  us  come  closer  home  with  our 
question — what  is  your  ideal  of  perfect  character?  What  are  you 
striving  to  make  yourselves  ?  What  great  man  have  you  chosen 
as  a  model?  What  would  you  be^  if  you  could,  and  with  how 
much  earnestness  are   you  striving  to   reach  your  ideal?     The 
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Greek  would  be  beautiful,  the  Roman  strong,  the  monk  pure  and 
the  knight  chivalrous — what  one  adjective,  or  dozen  adjectives, 
would  describe  your  aim?  You  would  be  successful?  Of  course, 
but  successful  in  what?  The  Greek  would  be  successful  in  reach- 
ing beauty  of  body  and  mind ;  to  what  would  you  have  success 
lead  you  ?  You  are  a  farmer,  a  merchant,  a  professional  man  or 
a  mechanic,  and  you  wish  success  in  your  business;  very  well, 
now  what  is  your  idea  of  a  successful  man  in  your  calling?  An- 
swer honestly,  and  tell  me  if  with  such  ideas  you  can  stand  at 
the  bar  of  future  ages  and  claim  to  be  nobler  than  those  who 
have  gone  before  you  ? 

What  a  man  has  is  nothing;  what  he  is  is  the  question  of  life, 
the  issue  of  existence.  We  have  such  vast  machinery — we  are 
so  proud  of  our  railroads,  our  telegraphs,  our  manufactories!  Is 
rapid  motion  the  ideal  of  true  manhood?  Does  telegraphing 
make  us  speak  nobler  or  truer  words?  To  be  a  steam  engine 
may  be  the  ideal  for  iron,  and  that  metal  may  well  be  proud  of 
its  brightness  and  usefulness;  but  if  we  traveled  with  the  speed 
of  light,  and  machinery  did  everything  which  hands  can  do  and 
more,  the  question  would  still  recur — what  of  the  7nen  who  han- 
dle the  machmery  and  gtdde  the  engine?  But  mechanical  inven- 
tions are  used  chiefly  that  men  may  be  successful  in  money- 
making  and  "getting  on  in  the  world."  Is  Croesus  the  ?host 
admirable  character  in  history?  Does  his  story  most  thrill  you? 
Suppose  each  one  of  you  possessed  the  wealth  of  the  Rothchilds, 
what  would  you  strive  for  then  ?  What  would  you  endeavor  to 
make  of  your  own  characters  ?  What  you  have  is  a  small  mat- 
ter; the  great  question  is  what  are  you  and  what  will  you  make 
of  your  souls  as  the  years  go  by?  Strive  to  make  your  own 
characters  and  those  you  may  influence  perfect,  bring  every  ex- 
ertion to  bear  upon  that  one  great  duty,  and  you  will  indeed  "get 
on  in  the  world"  in  a  noble  way.  Have  an  ideal  of  manhood, 
better  a  base  one  than  none  at  all.  There  is  no  more  hopeless 
sign  of  individual  or  national  character  than  to  have  no  standard 
of  excellence  toward  which  to  press.     Better  have  the  ideal  of 
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our  old  Norseman  ancestors  of  brutal,  cruel,  bloodthirsty  cour- 
age, than  to  have  no  goal  for  your  soul  to  reach.  Terrible  as 
were  the  deeds  they  committed  in  their  wild  warfare  against  man- 
kind, that  were  better  than  to  let  the  soul  decay  for  want  of  pur- 
Dpse,  while  the  hands  are  busy  heaping  yellow  gold. 

/  In  what  does  perfect  manhood  consist?  Let  us  decide  this 
great  question  and  determine  the  best  means  for  reaching  such 
manhood  and  then  strive  with   singleness  of  purpose  to  attain 

I   it,  with  the  energy  and  devotion  which  Greek  and  Roman,  which 

'  monk  and  knight  showed  in  their  efforts.  Is  the  perfect  man 
beautiful?  Then  let  us  strive  with  our  might  for  the  physical 
and  mental  perfection  which  glorified  the  Greek,  adding  thereto  the 
moral  beauty  whose  want  proved  the  destruction  of  Greece.  Is  he 
obedient  to  law,  submissive  to  discipline  and  faithful  to  leaders? 
Then  let  us  imitate  the  discipline  and  stern  virtue  of  Rome's 
great  soldiers,  but  let  the  law  we  obey  be  perfect,  and  the  leader 
we  follow  Divine.  Is  the  perfect  man  pure,  self-sacrificing  and 
devoted?  Then  let  us  add  to  the  medieval  self-abnegation  a 
pure  gospel,  a  true  faith  and  a  virtue  which  needs  take  no  refuge 
in  the  caverns  of  earth  or  in  the  wilderness,  but  can  stand  un- 
shaken and  untarnished  amid  the  temptations  and  allurements  of 
the  world.  Lift  high  your  ideal,  above  the  dust  of  the  racing 
an<f  the  smoke  of  the  conflict,  where  no  foulness  of  sordid  inte- 
rests shall  stain  its  white  purity — lift  it  high,  I  beg  you — let  it 

\  gleam  like  the  face  of  an  angel  down  upon  the  mad  struggle  for 
wealth  and  aggrandizement,  till  men  shall  learn  that  there  are 
things  higher  than  wealth,  loftier  than  station  and  grander  than 
success.  And  when  the  ages  go  to  present  themselves  together  in 
the  temple  of  the  Past,  among  all  the  gifts  they  bring  of  soldier 
and  philosopher,  monk  and  knight,  there  shall  be  none  equal  to 
the  offering  of  this  century,  as  standing  proudly  among  them 
■she  shall  say  to  her  sister  centuries,  "  I  bring  as  the  result  of 
my  life  work  among  the  nations  that  grandest  of  all  the  products 
of  time — -di  perfect  Christian  gentleman. 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  CHAPTERS. 


VIRGINIA  PHI. 

Editors  Palm: — The  second  issue  of  the  Palm  is  to  hand,  and 
I  am  reminded  that  I  must  write  you  a  short  letter  in  time  for  the 
next  number.  Your  Correspondent,  at  this  time,  is  somewhat 
lacking  in  Fraternity  news,  having  been  so  long  outside  the  bor- 
ders of  active  membership  ;  but  inasmuch  as  you  have  made  him 
the  Correspondent  of  the  chapter  at  this  place,  he  will  endeavor, 
in  future,  to  keep  you  advised  as  to  all  matters  of  interest  con- 
nected with  the  same. 

You  are  engaged  in  a  great  and  good  work,  my  Brothers — a 
labor  which  will  surely  reap  a  rich  reward.  In  no  more  effective 
way  can  the  interest  in  our  Fraternity  be  kept  alive.  Alumni 
members,  amidst  the  busy  din  of  active  life,  debarred  from  the 
pleasures  and  benefits  of  active  membership  in  the  Fraternity,  by 
means  of  our  Journal,  are  kept  informed,  from  time  to  time,  of 
the  Fraternity's  progress,  and  note  with  feelings  of  mingled  pride 
and  admiration  its  rapid  strides  to  success.  And  here,  perhaps, 
it  would  be  well  to  give  you  the  names  of  those  Virginia  Phi 
Alumni  who  have  left  Alexandria.  Although  many  of  them  are 
now  residents  of  distant  States,  they  still  hold  dear  the  recollec- 
tions of  their  Fraternity  and  of  their  chapter. 

Bro.  W.  Kinzer,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,*  clerk  in  the  auditor's  office 
Long  Island  Railroad  Company. 

Bro.  Phillip  D.  Johnston,  New  York  city,  in  the  Coal  and  Iron 
Exchange. 

Bro.  George  M.  Darrow,  Omaha,  Nebraska,  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  S.  P.  Morse  &  Co.  (Brother  Darrow  writes  that  he  has 
received  the  first  number  of  the  Palui,  and  speaks  of  its  merits 
in  glowing  terms). 

Bro.  Joseph  D.  Addison,  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  the  commission 
business.  ' 

Bro.  Fenton  T.  Ross  is  farming  in  Loudoun  county,  Va.,  as  is 
also  Bro.  S.  H.  Ball. 

Bro  Frank  F.  Presstman  is  now  living  in  Paris,  France. 

Bro.  Henry  A.  Washington,  Danville,  Va.,  Ticket  Agent  of  the 
Virginia  Midland  railway. 

Bro.  Carroll  W.  Ashley,  I  think,  is  now  in  Richmond,  Va. 
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I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  the   subscriptions   of  two   or  three 
alumni,  in  a  few  weeks. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  SI, 

Leonard  Marbury,  Correspondent. 


ALPHA-DELTA. 


Editors  Palm: — We  fully  recognize  the  value  of  the  Palm  as 
a  medium  of  intercommunication  between  our  chapters  ;  we  ap- 
plaud its  intrinsic  merit;  and  we  hereby  pledge  our  humble  but 
earnest  assistance  in  the  furtherance  of  the  noble  aims  for  which 
it  was  established.  The  work  of  the  Palm,  which  is  of  paramount 
importance  at  the  present,  is  the  formation  of  a  closer,  more  inti- 
mate and  brotherly  relation  between  our  various  chapters.  I  am 
sure  the  heart  of  every  Alpha  Tau  is  warm  and  capacious  enough 
to  compass  our  entire  Fraternity,  and  there  should  be  a  cord  of 
ineffable  brotherly  love  binding  into  a  hearty,  vigorous  union 
all  the  members  of  our  beloved  Order.  To  promote  the  welfare 
and  insure  the  perpetuation  of  an  organization,  it  is  necessary 
that  every  member  should  be  stimulated  by  a  lively  interest,  and 
that  all  should  be  welded  by  the  warmth  of  affection.  A  union 
is  necessary  to  the  dispensation  of  friendly  and  harmonious  ac- 
tion throughout  our  Fraternity;  a  union  is  necessary  to  the  stim- 
ulation and  encouragement  of  the  several  chapters — that  the 
weak  may  catch  inspiration  from  the  strong,  the  inert  be  stimu- 
lated by  the  example  of  the  active,  and  by  co-operative  efforts 
we  may  plant  our  fraternal  banner  in  distant  lands.  The  wisdom 
of  our  High  Council  has  adopted  the  proper  means  for  securing 
this  union,  and  it  only  remains  for  the  aid  and  encouragement  of 
the  chapters,  the  energy  and  practical  support  of  the  individual 
members  of  the  Fraternity,  to  perfect  .the  enterprise,  and  secure 
its  rewards  to  our  Fraternity.  Our  union  must  be  something 
more  than  the  mere  enlistment  under  a  corporate  name — it  must 
be  an  abiding  bond  of  brotherly  love. 

Our  attachment  must  be  something  more  than  college  associa- 
tion— it  must  be  a  bond  of  lifelong  friendship. 

As  to  the  matters  appertaining  to  our  chapter,  there  is  but 
little  to  be  said.  The  future  of  our  school  is  bright,  and  to  us 
this  is  very  encouraging,  for  our  chapter,  with  peculiar  pleasure, 
witnesses  in  its  success  the  sure  harbinger  of  its  own  prosperity. 

We  are,  as  you  know,  but  recently  established  and  have  not 
yet  accumulated  an  interesting  history. 

Though  we  have  no  history  or  past,  yet  we  have  2.  future,  and 
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with  your  permission  and  indulgence,  I  will  proceed  to  make  a 
few  pages  of  our  future  history. 

Our  chapter  is  directing  its  attention  at  the  present  moment  to 
the  establishment  of  a  chapter  at  a  neighboring  school  of  a  very 
high  character.  From  this  school  we  receive  a  great  many  stu- 
dents every  year,  and  the  establishment  of  a  chapter  there,  I  am 
sure,  will  forever  perpetuate  our  own. 

We,  the  founders  of  this  chapter,  are  extremely  anxious  that 
it  should  live  and  prosper,  and  we  are  careful  to  throw  around  it 
every  protection  and  safeguard?  Will  you  not  say  that  we 
build  wisely?     Let   us  build  with  care  and   security! 

Every  dead  chapter  is  a  dead  weight — a  corpse  that  only  serves 
to  discourage  us. 

There  is  another  matter  which  in  the  near  future  will  receive 
the  attention  of  our  chapter,  viz.,  the  formation  of  a  State  Asso- 
ciation. We  should  ever  remember  that  our  union  is  for  life,  and 
hence  we  should  endeavor  to  maintain  a  compact  organization, 
ever  reminding  our  members  of  the  principles  we  inculcate  and 
animating  them  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties. 

Our  chapter  has  just  been  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  another 
initiate,  Bro.  Ruffin,  of  Virginia.  We  number  at  present  only  five, 
but,  believe  me  when  I  say  it,  they  are  five  that  are  engaged  head 
and  heart  in  the  A.  T.  Q.  cause ;  and  we  feel  assured  that  in  a  few 
months  our  chapter  will  be  firmly  and  permaneritly  established, 
and  will  ever  remain  a  faithful,  zealous  and  devoted  offspring  of 
a  beloved  parent.  _ 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  we  should  ever  strive  to  engraft 
the  lofty  and  sublime  principles  of  our  Fraternity  on  our  hearts, 
and  bring  forth  their  fruit  in  the  formation  of  our  character. 

In' our  principles  there  is  sufficient  gospel  to  renovate  the 
world. 

It  is  related  of  St.  John  that  when  he  had  grown  old  in  years 
and  feeble  in  strength  he  was  carried  in  the  arms  of  his  friends 
into  an  assembly  of  Christians.  He  raised  himself  and  said, 
*'  Love  one  another."  And  again  he  said,  "  Love  one  another ;" 
and  to  those  that  asked,  "  Have  you  nothing  else  to  tell  us?"  he 
answered,  "  I  say  this  again  and  again,  because,  if  you  do  this, 
nothing  more  is  needed." 

Yours  in  A.  T.  J2., 

Xavier,  Correspondent. 
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VIRGINIA  ALPHA. 

Editors  Palm: — I  am,  as  usual,  behind  the  times,  and  suppose 
that  you  have  been  tempted  to  take  me  to  task  for  my  tardi- 
ness in  fulfilHng  my  duty  as  Correspondent.  I  know  that  I  de- 
serve it  and  will  try  to  bear  all  that  you  may  say  with  Christian 
fortitude.  I  did  not  see  a  copy  of  the  Palm^  and  therefore  did 
not  know  that  my  letter  was  due  until  one  of  the  brothers  of  the 
Beta  Chapter  told  me  that  you  wanted  the  letter  by  the  20th. 
I  enclose  my  subscription  fee  for  one  year.  In  future  my  letters 
will  always  be  in  time.  I  was  delighted  with  the  letter  of  ''the 
Alpha  Tau  of  Alabama."  I  know  him  personally  and  know  that 
he  richly  deserves  all  that  you  can  say  of  him. 

I  intended  to  call  the  attention  of  the  brothers  to  the  subject 
of  establishing  a  chapter  in  my  own  State,  South  Carolina,  but 
he  has  already  done  so.  I  think,  however,  that  I  can  add  a  few 
words  on  the  subject  that  will  not  be  inappropriate.  I  met  one 
or  two  students  from  the  Charleston  College  last  year,  and  from 
them  I  learned  that  there  were  no  Fraternities  in  the  College, 
and  that  there  were  no  laws  against  the  establishment  of  them. 
Now  in  Charleston  there  are  enough  Alpha  Taus  to  organize  a 
chapter  in  the  College  and  to  keep  it  tip.  The  number  of  students 
is  not  large,  but  with  no  rival  the  number  is  large  enough  to  give 
us  a  good  chapter.  There  are  several  other  colleges  in  the  State 
that  we  should  look  after, 

I  am  sorry  that  I  have  nothing  new  to  write  you,  but  it  would 
be  as  much  as  a  man's  life  is  worth  to  start  anything  new  in  this 
ancient  burgh.  If  you  would  like  to  have  a  few  dots  on  some 
antediluvian  subject,  I  might  be  able  to  furnish  you  with  the 
necessary  information. 

Did  we  not  have  a  chapter  at  the  University  of  California,  and 
if  so,  what  has  become  of  it?  It  is  not  mentioned  in  the  list  of 
chapters  in  the  Palm. 

Before  closing  allow  me  to  assure  you  that,  although  we  may  not 
be  as  rapid  as  our  younger  sisters,  our  love  for  the  dear  old  mother 
is  just  as  sincere  as  theirs,  and  we  will  try  to  prove  to  her  that 
her  mountain  children  are  willing  to  do  all  in  their  power  for  her 
comfort  and  welfare.  We  are  all  delighted  to  hear  that  Bro. 
Archer  is  doing  so  well. 

Hoping  that  this  will  reach  you  in  time  for  publication,  I 
remain. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  SI 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  Correspondent. 
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VIRGINIA  BETA. 


Editors  Palm: — Owing  to  a  slight  misunderstanding  of  the 
duties  of  a  ''  Correspondent,"  I  failed  to  write  a  letter  for  the  last 
issue  of  the  Palm  ;  and,  in  addition  to  that,  having  no  communi- 
cation, either  of  interest  or  of  importance  to  make,  I  deemed  it 
best  to  remain  silent,  and  allow  the  valuable  space  in  your  jour- 
nal to  be  taken  up  by  those  who  could  contribute  matter  likely 
to  prove  of  more  interest.  But  as  I  got  such  a  blowing  up  for 
my  negligence,  or  consideration  of  the  rights  of  others — which- 
ever it  was — I  determined  to  do  my  duty  this  time,  even  at  the 
risk  of  writing  what  will  perhaps  be  pronounced  by  some  of  your 
readers  to  be  stupid.  Brother  A.  is  the  right  man  in  the  right 
place,  for  I  can  testify  that  it  is  simply  impossible  not  to  comply 
with  his  requests — that  is,  if  one  has  any  regard  for  his  peace  of 
mind. 

Since  I  last  wrote,  our  number  has  been  reduced,  much  to  our 
sorrow,  by  the  departure  of  Bro.  J.  W.  Goldsby,  who  was  advised 
by  his  physician  to  go  South,  and  when  last  heard  from  was  in 
Mobile.  With  this  exception,  there  has  been  no  change  in  our 
little  circle. 

We  were  all  much  pleased  with  the  second  issue  of  the  Palm, 
especially  the  new  feature  of  "  Letters  from  Alumni."  We 
are  glad  to  see  such  interest  in  the  Fraternity  as  is  manifested  by 
letters  from  so  many  of  our  Alumni ;  we  think  it  argues  very 
favorably  for  the  future  success  both  of  the  Order  and  its  official 
organ. 

We  would  like  to  hear  more  from  our  older  brothers.  Let 
them  feel  that  they  do  not  cease  to  be  Alpha  Taus  merely  be- 
cause they  have  left  their  Alma  Mater ;  rather  let  them  show 
that  they  feel  the  same  interest  in  A.  T.  Q.  that  they  felt  when  at 
college,  and  even  a  stronger  desire  to  carry  out  her  noble  design. 
Thus,  and  thus  only,  we  believe,  can  the  high  aims  of  the  Fra- 
ternity be  accomplished.  Yes,  Brothers,  we  say  zurite,  cojttribute 
to  the  Palm,  not  one  line  to  the  effect  that  you  "  have  received  the 
Palm,  and  are  much  pleased  with  it,"  or  that  you  *'  enclose  your 
subscription" — such  expressions  as  these  are  indeed  most  gratify- 
ing, and  we  would  like  to  hear  them  from  all  the  brothers — but 
don't  stop  there;  give  us  your  views  about  the  Fraternity,  its  con- 
dition and  general  government ;  tell  us,  for  example,  who  have 
not  had  as  much  experience  in  such  things,  what  should  control 
a  chapter  in  the  choice  of  members,  for  this  is  one  secret  of  suc- 
cess  after  all;    and   such   other    matters  as  may  seem   to  you 
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likely  to  prove  of  interest  or  of  value  to  the  Order.  We  need 
your  aid  in  these  things  ;  do  not  then  be  backward  in  giving  such 
assistance  as  is  in  your  power,  for  the  cause  is  worthy  of  your 
efforts. 

I  regret  very  much  that  owing  to  the  great  reduction  in  our 
numbers  this  year,  and  other  unforeseen  circumstances,  we 
now  find  it  impossible  to  continue  to  occupy  the  Hall  we  have 
hitherto  rented,  and  which  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  the 
place  of  meeting  for  the  Virginia  Alpha  and  this  chapter. 

These  chapters  may  find  it  practicable  next  session  to  again 
hold  their  meetings  within  the  walls  so  familiar  to  every  Alpha 
Tau  who  has  been  a  member  of  either  of  them.  But  for  the 
present,  at  least,  we  must  meet  elsewhere. 

I  fear  lest  I  encroach  on  your  valuable  space,  so  will  close  this 
already  too  lengthy  epistle. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 

E.  M.  Gadsden,  Correspojident. 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-BETA. 

Editors  Palm: — Your  postal  card  of  recent  date,  urging  our 
chapter  to  respond  at  once,  is  to  hand.  With  this  draft  made 
upon  the  Correspondent  so  unexpectedly  and  after  the  lapse  of 
scarcely  three  months,  I  must  confess  to  be  somewhat  empty  in 
point  of  news.  I  mean  news  touching  the  progress  of  our  own 
chapter,  and  not  topics  such  as  appertain  to  the  good  of  our  be- 
loved Order.  In  this  latter  case  there  will  ever  be  a  field  of  in- 
exhaustible material  for  the  pen  of  every  true  and  intelligent 
member  of  our  Order.  But  as  this  is  not  exactly  germane  to 
a  Chapter  letter,  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  proper  bounds. 

The  Georgia  Alpha- Beta  is  steadily  increasing  both  in  num- 
bers and  interest.  While  we  are  deeply  solicitous  as  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Palm,  we  candidly  confess  our  lamentable  neglect  of 
it.  But,  my  dear  Brothers,  we  promise  to  bestir  ourselves  in  this 
matter  to  the  utmost  extent  of  our  ability.  We  have  extended  a 
pressing  ivitation  to  our  Georgia  Alumni  to  hold  their  State  Asso- 
ciation convention  with  us  in  the  city  of  Athens  next  July, 
during  our  Commencement.  We  believe  the  annual  meeting  of 
each  State  Association  in  our  Order  would  greatly  contribute  to 
the  Order's  success.  I  will  now  append  a  list  of  our  members 
with  the  P.  O.  address  of  each  : 

J.  H.  Pitman,  Lagrange,  Ga. ;  W.  T.  Bennett,  Jefferson,  Ga. ; 
W.  L,  Radney,  Lagrange,  Ga. ;  D.  J.  Gaffney,  Lagrange,  Ga. ;  C. 
L  Groover,  Quitman,  Ga. ;  S.  Z.  Ruff,  Athens,  Ga.;  W.  H.  Little, 
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Greenbush,  Ga.;  W.  A.  Dodson,  Smithville,  Ga.;  C.  S.  Bondu- 
rant,  Augusta,  Ga.;  J.  T.  Malone,  Milledgeville,  Ga. ;  W.  H. 
Malone,  Smyrna,  Ga.;  B.  I.  Moody,  Quitman,  Ga.;  J.  W.  Ben-^ 
nett,  Quitman,  Ga.;  E.  T.  Newton,  Athens,  Ga. 

Alumni  Members. 

J.  H.  Felker,  Monroe,  Ga.;  W.  M.  Ragsdale,  Stone  Mountain,  Ga.;. 
W.  A.  Hill,  Georgetown,  Quitman  Co.,  Ga.;  J.  M.  Wooten,  Leary, 
Ga.;  I.  L.  Candler,  Gainesville,  Ga.;  A.    L.  Hawkins,  Americus, 
Ga.;  Rev.  C.  D.  Campbell,  Athens,  Ga. 
Yours  in  A,   T.  /i., 

J.  T.  Malone,  Correspondent. 


ALABAMA  ALPHA-EPSILON. 

Editors  Palm: — The  pleasant  duty  of  corresponding  for  our 
chapter  now  devolves  upon  me.  It  certainly  is  a  pleasure,  for 
every  effort  is  made  with  my  whole  soul,  and  it  is  consoling  to 
know  that  I  have  around  me  willing  co-workers. 

Brother  Lamar,  desiring  to  devote  his  time  to  the  State  Asso- 
ciation work,  wished  to  be  excused,  as  that  work  requires  every 
spare  moment. 

A  few  words  express  our  condition,  "All  is  well."  I  mean  by 
those  words  that  congeniality  and  harmony  prevail  within  our 
own  borders,  while  friendship  and  good-will  exist  towards  our 
contemporary,  the  Phis. 

As  I  was  entering  College  one  morning  not  long  since,  my  at- 
tention was  attracted  by  groups  of  Alpha  Taus  and  Phis.  On 
investigation  the  truth  was  revealed — a  Kappa  Alpha  was  in  town. 
At  this  writing,  we  know  nothing  of  his  success.  We  always 
welcome  true  Fraternity  men  in  our  midst. 

The  A.  &  M.  College,  the  peer  of  any  in  the  State,  is  destined 
to  be  represented  in  the  highest  councils  of  the  nation;  and 
with  her  progress,  with  her  prosperity.  Alpha  Tau  Omega  shall 
keep  pace,  if  human  efforts  avail  anything. 

The  Anniversary  celebration  of  our  Literary  Societies  came 
off  this  month,  and  Alpha  Taus  were  prominent  in  the  repre- 
sentation. 

I  heartily  concur  with  you  in  your  desire  to  establish  chapters 
in  the  North. 

We  must  rise  from  our  lethargy;  the  time  for  action  is  at  hand, 
and  every  Alpha  Tau  must  be  prepared  to  meet  the  emergency. 

The  death  of  a  chapter  is  attributable  to  one  of  two  causes : 
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either  that  it  was  not  recognized  by  the  College  authorities,  or 
that  it  lacked  energy,  and  was  derelict  in  cultivating  fraternal 
feelings. 

'^ Dead''  is  too  frequently  mentioned  while  repeating  the  list  of 
our  chapters.  We  hope  the  black  clouds  have  been  dispelled  by 
the  coming  of  a  brighter  era. 

It  is  true  our  Fraternity  was  born  and  cradled  in  adversity,  but 
notwithstanding  that  fact  and  the  many  gigantic  obstacles  that 
have  confronted  her  in  the  past,  she  has  come  to  the  front,  and  is 
now  second  to  none  in  the  Fraternity  world,  in  point  of  true 
worth. 

My  business  is  to  render  a  report  of  my  chapter,  and  it  is  a  lit- 
tle beyond  my  sphere  to  enter  upon  a  general  course  of  advice; 
yet  my  chapter  proves  its  sincerity  by  its  interest  and  actions. 

The  lofty  and  imperishable  principles  of  A.  T.  Q.  must  be  ex- 
hibited in  QYQvy  first-class  College — then  they  will  do  their  good 
work,  and  bring  forth  rich  fruit. 

The  distant  North  and  West  must  be  invaded  so  that  the  ban- 
ner of  A.  T.  Q.  may  wave  over  every  quarter  of  this  grand  Union. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

A.  J.  Mitchell,  Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA  DELTA. 

Editors  Palm: — Since  our  last  letter  to  the  Palm  nothing  of 
interest  has  happened  in  the  chapter  except  its  appointment  by 
the  High  Council  to  the  position  of  **  Propagating  Chapter"  for 
the  State  of  Virginia.  We  shall  try  to  prove  worthy  of  our  trust. 
Believing  that  the  greatest  benefit  of  the  Palm  to  our  Order  is 
the  binding  together  of  the  chapters  as  a  whole,  and  the  alumni^ 
and  that  this  cannot  be  better  carried  out  than  by  each  chapter 
following  its  old  members  up,  and,  under  the  head  of  "  Personals" 
in  the  pages  of  the  Palm,  giving  information  regarding  them  to 
the  Fraternity  at  large,  the  Virginia  Delta  contributes  the  follow- 
ing items  concerning  a  few  of  her  alumni : 

We  feel  assured  that  many  of  his  old  friends  will  read  with 
the  greatest  pleasure  that  Brother  Lewis  Wood,  '75,  is  editing  a 
promising  paper  at  Weatherford,  Texas.  Send  for  a  copy  of  the 
Weatherford  Herald,  and  again  you  will  have  a  laugh  over  the 
jokes  of  that  same  old  pard. 

Bro.  W.  H.  Dudley,  '75,  is  doing  well  in  the  practice  of  law. 
He  still  lives  in  Lynchburg,  Va. 

Bro.  N.  J.  Manson,  '78,  is  practicing  law  in  San  Francisco. 
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Bro.  R.  C.  Ballentine,  '75,  is  at  his  home  in  Sardis,  Miss.  We 
heard  from  him  some  time  ago  when  he  sent  in  his  name  as  a 
subscriber  to  the  Palm. 

Bro.  Geo.  W.  Morris,  '75,  is  practicing  law  in  Charlottesville, 
Va.  The  firm  is  "Hanckel  &  Morris."  He  drops  in  occasionally 
at  our  meetings. 

We  were  glad  to  see  the  marked  improvement  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  Palm.     May  it  go  on  from  good  to  best. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

R.  Lindsay  Robertson,  Correspondent. 


TENNESSEE   OMEGA. 

Editors  Palm: — With  the  resumption  of  University  life  and 
work,  the  Tennessee  Omega  has  assumed  a  more  active  and  ag- 
gressive tone.  We  still  adhere  to  that  cautious  policy  which  has 
ever  been  the  secret  of  our  success.  A  wise  conservatism  has 
always  prevailed  among  us^  undue  haste  in  taking  decisive  steps 
has  never  characterized  our  chapter — a  course  which  events  have 
proved  to  be  judicious. 

Our  representatives  at  Congress  will  render  an  account  of  their 
stewardship  of  our  interests  within  a  few  days.  We  feel  quite 
grateful  for  the  many  honors  bestowed  upon  the  chapter,  and 
also  for  the  courteous  attention  shown  our  delegates.  Especially 
to  Bro.  Glazebrook  and  his  estimable  wife  do  we  return  our  most 
sincere  thanks  for  the  boundless  hospitality  extended  Bros.  Du- 
Bose  and  Quintard. 

The  chapter  now  contains  twelve  resident  members,  with  a 
possible  increase  of  two  by  subsequent  arrivals.  This  number 
furnishes  an  effective  working  force,  which  can  be  readily  in- 
creased when  fit  material  is  recognized  among  University  men. 
Our  efforts  must  now  be  directed  to  a  general  expansion  and 
propagation  of  Fraternity  principles  in  this  State.  Vanderbilt 
University  is  an  inviting  field  which  we  must  endeavor  to  secure 
at  an  early  date.  Knoxville  and  Columbia  may  each  possibly 
furnish  material  for  a  good,  active  chapter.  Any  suggestions  in 
this  regard  will  be  truly  appreciated  by  Tennessee  Omega. 

My  next  letter  will  contain  more  definite  information  with  re- 
gard to  our  members;  thus  early  in  the  session  it  is  impossible 
to  secure  items  of  personal  news. 

With  kind  wishes  for  the  Palm, 
Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent. 
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GEORGIA  ALFHA-ZETA. 

Editors  Pabn: — As  the  time  has  come  again  for  me  to  say- 
something  in  regard  to  the  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta,  I  will  state  that 
each  one  of  her  members  is  proud  of  her  past,  satisfied  with  her 
present  and  hopeful  for  her  future.  What  more  need  be  said  ? 
Is  not  this  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  inquiring  mind. 

Our  chapter  now  numbers  sixteen  members.  Since  our  last 
letter  our  beloved  and  much  esteemed  brother,  John  T.  West,  Ex- 
Worthy  Master,  of  Thomson,  Ga.,  has  been  called  home  on  ac- 
count of  sickness  in  his  family.  Few,  very  few,  knew  Bro.  West 
but  to  love  him,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  A.  T.  S2.  will  always 
have  a  zealous  champion  in  him.  Not  only  was  he  elected  An- 
niversarian  from  his  Literary  Society,  but  he  would  have  taken 
had  he  graduated  (which  he  would  have  done  this  summer)  the 
Ji7'St  honor  in  his  class  ;  and  to  show  in  what  esteem  he  was  held 
by  our  chapter,  I  will  mention  that  he  was  elected  at  our  last 
meeting  Worthy  Master  of  the  Georgia  State  Alumni  Associa- 
tion which  will  convene  in  Macon  next  June. 

Bro.  A.  Iverson  Branham  was  with  us  a  few  weeks  ago,  and 
gave  us  some  good  advice.  He  is  a  solid  Alpha  Tau,  and  one  of 
whom  we  are  justly  proud. 

Our  chapter  is  fully  equipped  and  is  ready  for  all  emergencies. 
A.  T.  IJ.  is  rapidly  gaining  ground  in  Mercer,  and  although  we 
have  had  much  to  contend  with,  and  still  have,  there  is  no  chap- 
ter here  that  can  point  to  a  nobler  band  of  men  than  A.  T.  Z/. 
has  under  her  banner. 

Bro.  Glazebrook  is  the  same  kind  and  genial  man  that  I  have 
ever  known  him  to  be.  He  is  dear  to  us  not  only  because  he 
was  one  of  the  Founders  of  our  noble  Brotherhood,  but  by  every 
tie  that  binds  human  beings  together  in  this  word,  and  he  will 
always  be  held  in  the  highest  esteem  by  every  member  of  the 
Alpha-Zeta  of  Georgia. 

In  conclusion  allow  me  to  say  that  the  Georgia  Alpha- 
Zeta  will  endeavor  always  to  so  conduct  herself,  that  she  shall 
never  bring  reproach  on  our  beloved  Fraternity.  I  shall  endeavor 
to  get  every  member  of  our  chapter  to  subscribe  for  the  Pa/7/1 
who  has  not  done  so.  Please  be  so  kind  as  to  send  me  a  copy 
of  the  next  issue.  I  will  send  the  money  by  money-order 
soon. 

Yours  in  A.   T.  Q., 

RoBT.  B.  Barron,  Correspondent. 


154  Alpha  Tail  Omega  Palm. 

LETTERS  FROM  ALUMNI. 


[From  Col.  Jno.  G.  James  (Va.  Alpha,  '65),  President  A.  <fe  M.  College  of  Texas.] 

Editors  Palm: — Accept  my  thanks  for  the  pleasure  you  have 
given  me  in  sending  specimen  copy  of  the  Palm.  I  am  heartily 
glad  that  you  had  the  courage  to  inaugurate  so  noble  an  enter- 
prise in  the  interest  of  the  Fraternity,  and  congratulate  our 
widely  scattered  members  upon  our  good  fortune  in  having  so 
ably  conducted  an  organ. 

The  pressure  of  official  duties  will,  I  fear,  not  often  leave  me 
leisure  for  contributing  to  your  pages,  but  you  may  rest  assured 
my  heart  will  always  be  with  you  in  your  efforts  to  advance 
the  cause. 

You  ask  for  the  address  of  Brother  C.  R.  Breckinridge.  Last 
year  he  was  in  business  in  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  and  a  letter  addressed 
to  him  there  would  doubtless  reach  him. 

Enclosed  I  hand  you  ;^i  for  this  year's  subscription. 

When  will  you  have  ready  for  us  the  complete  catalogue  of 
A.  T.  i2.  ?  I  shall  prize  one  very  highly. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  the  love  of  your  ever  faithful  friend 
and  brother, 

Jno.  G.  James. 


[From  M.  P.  Ravenel  (Tenn.  Omega,  '79),  Medical  Student,  Keowee,  S.  C] 

Dear  Br 0.  Anderson: — Your  letter  came  safely  to  hand  to-day, 
and  gave  me  much  pleasure.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the 
same.  I  also  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Palm  No.  2, 
which  is  even  an  improvement  on  the  first  issue.  The  reading  of  it, 
as  of  the  first,  gave  me  great  pleasure.  I  think  you  deserve  two- 
fold thanks  for  your  noble  work — first,  from  the  Fraternity  at 
large,  m  whose  cause  you  are  doing  so  much,  and  secondly,  from 
each  and  every  reader  of  the  Palm,  for  the  pleasure  afforded 
them.  The  department  headed  "Letters  from  Alumni"  greatly 
enhginces  the  value  of  our  journal  to  the  Fraternity,  by  bringing 
members  nearer  together.  This  interchange  of  ideas  through  a 
a  common  medium  is  delightful  and  improving,  and  should  be 
encouraged  as  far  as  possible;  I  feel  sure  that  the  addition  of 
this  feature  will  increase  your  circulation.  It  is  truly  gratifying 
to  hear  that  the  alumni  form  such  a  large  part  of  }our  subscrip- 
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tion  list,  and  I  can  readily  understand  it.  Where  one  is  an 
active  member  of  a  chapter,  he  does  not  feel  the  need  of  a  jour- 
nal as  much  as  an  alumnus,  who  perhaps  does  not  see  a  brother 
Alpha  Tau  once  a  year.  The  chapter  meetings  supply  the  active 
members  with  the  news  of  the  day,  and  give  that  intercourse 
with  one  another  which  is  so  delightful.  But  let  one  become  an 
alumnus,  as  I  have  lately  done,  and  he  will  miss  those  meetings 
more  than  he  can  tell. 

If  merit  makes  a  thing  succeed,  the  Palm  will  most  certainly 
prosper. 

Before  closing,  allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  having  Bro. 
Puckette  to  assist  you.  He  is  a  ''tower  of  strength,"  and  the 
Fraternity  may  well  feel  proud  of  him. 

Wishing  you  most  abundant  success,  I  remain 
Yours  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

M.  P.  Ravenel. 


[From  R.  A.  Waller,  (Va.  Beta,  '70),  Fire  Insurance  Agent,  Chicago,  111.] 

My  Dear  Brother : — I  feel  very  much  ashamed  of  myself  for 
not  having  manifested  my  interest  in  the  old  A.  T.  Q.  before  by 
writing  to  you,  but  I  have  been  so  much  occupied  with  my 
business  that  I  have  put  it  off  from  time  to  time  until  now.  I 
read  with  the  deepest  interest  every  article  in  the  first  issue  of 
the  Palm,  and  I  enclose  you  herewith  ^i.oo  to  pay  my  subscrip- 
tion for  one  year.  Should  you  need  more  funds  in  making  this 
enterprise  a  success,  I  will  take  great  pleasure  in  contributing 
my  share.  I  wish  very  much  that  I  could  have  attended  the  last 
Congress  of  our  Fraternity,  but  I  have  so  little  time  that  I  can 
call  my  own  I  can  seldom  leave  the  city  on  any  trip  of  pleasure. 
Remember  me  kindly  to  any  of  my  old  friends  or  College  mates 
who  are  in  Richmond, 

Wishing  you  great  success  in  the  P<^/;;/ enterprise,  I  am, 
Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

R.  A.  Waller. 


[From  Geo.  Watts  Morris  (Va.  Delta,  '74),  Lawyer,  Charlottesville,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers: — The  second  number  of  the  Pahn  reached  me 
yesterday.  I  think  this  number  a  decided  improvement  on  any- 
thing in  the  shape  of  a  Fraternity  magazine  that  I  have  yet  seen 
and  I  have  had  access  to  the  magazines  of  a  number  of  the  other 
Fraternities.  I  like  extremely  the  plan  on  which  it  is  conducted 
— the  many  personal  items,  which  are  always  of  interest  and 
which  tend  to  draw  members  in  distant  States  nearer  to  each 
other,  and  the  very  small  modicum  of  that  species   of  elaborate 
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but  useless  argument,  which,  among  other  objects,  is  designed  to 
convince  College  Professors  of  the  error  of  their  ways  in  resisting 
the  establishment  of  Fraternities  within  the  limits  of  their  respec- 
tive Colleges.  As  now  conducted  the  Falm  is  an  object  of  in- 
interest  and  pleasure  to  each  and  every  member  of  our  Fraternity 
and  should  be  subscribed  for  by  all.  I  wish  you  all  success. 
Yours  sincerely, 

Geo.  W.  Morris. 


[From  Jno.  R.  Kennedy  (Teun.  Lambda,  '09),  itlerchant  and  Planter,  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.] 

Editors  Falm: — Enclosed  find  ^i.oo  for  which  send  me  the 
Palm  for  one  year,  and  as  I  have  already  received  the  first  two 
numbers,  let  my  subscription  date  from  the  beginning. 

It  gives  me  genuine  pleasure  to  read  the  Palm.  I  feel  as  if 
I  know  every  one  who  writes.  Especially  do  I  recall  the  names 
of  W.  H.  Price,  your  Correspondent  in  the  last  issue,  and  C.  E. 
Waldran,  for  whom  he  inquires.  Brother  Waldran  and  Brother 
Price's  brother,  Andrew  Price,  were  with  me  in  the  Tennessee 
Lambda — in  fact  \\\<ty  put  me  through.  I  also  see  in  your  list  of 
our  dead  brothers,  the  name  of  A.  O.  Battle,  who  was  a  law  stu- 
dent with  me  there.  Brother  J.  H.  Acklen,  ex-M.  C,  whom 
you  mention  in  *'  Personals,"  was  my  room-mate.  All  of  these 
names,  and  others  that  I  could  mention,  awaken  sweet  chords 
of  memory,  and  I  recall  those  bygone  days  when  we  were  younger 
than  we  are  now.  And  I  never  look  at  my  Maltese  Cross  with- 
out its  bringing  back  to  me  pleasant  reminiscences  of  the  past. 

We  have  here  a  fine  University  for  young  men,  and  I  have 
often  wished  to  establish  a  chapter  with  the  boys,  but  the  Faculty 
allows  no  College  Fraternities,  and  I  have  never  advised  them 
to  form  a  chapter  sub  rosa.  I  think  in  a  year  or  so  this  opposi- 
tion will  die  out,  and  I  hope  then  to  give  a  better  account  of 
myself 

In  conclusion,  I  would  request  that  we  all  be  allowed  to  ex- 
change our  views,  whether  they  are  original  or  not,  through  your 
valuable  medium.  Don't  cut  the  articles  down,  give  us  plenty 
of  room,  and  charge  21s  more  for  the  journal — it  is  too  cheap  any- 
how. As  for  myself,  I  am  a  poor  correspondent  at  best,  and  will 
promise  not  to  ventilate  too  often. 

I  have  been  corresponding  with  Bro.  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  about 
the  establishment  of  a  State  Association,  which  seems  to  be  a 
good  thing.  By  the  way,  he  seems  to  be  a  whole  host  within 
himself. 

Yours  in  Alpha  Tau  bonds, 

Jno.  R.  Kennedy. 
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P.  S. — I  would  like  to  say  to  my  personal  acquaintances,  that 
after  all  my  fiery  efforts  at  law,  I  never  practiced  any,  but  have 
retired  to  the  quieter  shades  of  merchandizing  and  farming. 


[Prom  C.  R.  Breokinriuge  (Va.  Beta,  '67),  Merchant,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Enclosed  find  P.  O.  order  for  ^i. 00  for  Palm. 
Send  it  to  me  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  am,  fraternally  yours, 

C.  R.  Breckinridge. 


[From  R.  B.  Clarke  (N.  C.  Xi,  76),  Teacher,  Socastee,  S.  C] 

Dear  Brothers  :—\  owe  you  an  apology,  as  well  as  a  reply  to 
yours  of  i6th  ult. 

Owing  to  an  accumulation  of  other  work,  I  have  not  been  able 
to  write  you  at'  any  length  ;  and  then  your  very  **  personal "  notice 
has  almost  dissuaded  me  from  attempting  an  article  for  the  Palm. 
Although  I  am  not  a  Correspondent,  nor  even  a  member  of  an 
active  chapter,  yet  I  would  not  be  regarded  as  a  silent  chord  in 
the  great  minstrelsy  of  the  Holy  Brotherhood.  I  would  like  to 
add  my  humble  but  sincere  suffrage  of  friendship  and  fraternal 
greetings  to  the  voice  of  the  living  chapters,  that  finds  utterance 
through  the  Palm  and  awakes  in  the  hearts  of  us,  whose  active  mem- 
bership has  ceased,  hallowed  recollections  of  the  Lappy  by-gone 
when  with  congenial  and  loyal  spirits  we  assembled  around  the 
Alpha  Tau  altar  and  pledged  our  adherence  to  the  teachings  of 
our  noble  Fraternity. 

Who  shall  say  what  influence  those  pure  principles  have  had 
in  placing  so  many  of  our  members  in  the  very  front  of  all  the 
professions  and  avocations  of  life — among  those  who  can  hear 
the  voices  of  the  ages,  feel  the  pulse-beat  of  the  world,  and  in- 
terpret the  signs  of  the  times? 

I  am  delighted  witn  the  Palm.  I  think  the  first  issue  may  be 
regarded  as  an  earnest  of  the  success  we  all  wish  it  and  feel  sure 
it  is  bound  to  attain  under  its  present  zealous  and  efficient 
editors. 

But  you  need  not  any  word  of  commendation  from  me,  after 
all,  I  am  persuaded,  you  have  received  from  sources  more  worthy. 

Let  me  assure  you  it  was  not  for  a  lack  of  desire  that  I  did 
not  attend  the  late  session  of  the  Congress.  Those  must  be  oc- 
casions of  genuine  enjoyment  as  well  as  of  real  necessity  to  the 
Fraternity. 
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I  hope  it  may  be  my  good  fortune  to  be  with  you  at  the  next 
Congress,  or  at  one  in  the  near  future. 

I  have  soHcited  subscriptions  for  the  Palm  from  several  bro- 
thers, which  I  hope  they  have  forwarded,  and  I  will  present  its 
claims  to  others. 

Be  assured,  dear  Brothers,  you  have  my  sympathies  and  good 
wishes,  and  I  am  willing  to  contribute  any  aid  that  may  be  in  my 
power,  but  cannot  at  this  writing  send  you  an  article  for  publi- 
cation. 

Wishing  you  much  success  and  happiness,  I  remain. 
Fraternally  yours, 

R.  B.  Clarke. 


[F'-om  Dr.  C.  W.  Kollock,  (Va.  Alpha,  '73),  Clieraw,  S.  C] 

Deal'  Brothers : — The  Palm  was  received  some  time  ago,  and 
no  doubt  you  think  me  very  remiss  in  not  acknowledging  it  be- 
fore, but  I  have  been  so  very  busy  preparing  for  my  examinations 
that  I  have  scarcely  thought  of  anything  else.  I  intended  though 
to  subscribe,  and  now  you  may  place  my  name  upon  your  list. 
I  enjoyed  reading  the  first  issue  very  much  and  highly  approve 
of  this  medium  through  which  we  may  learn  the  progress  of  the 
different  chapters,  and  also  the  whereabouts  and  vocations  of  the 
members. 

My  subscription  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  I  can  go  to  the 
postoffice  for  a  money  order.  I  expect  to  take  the  degree  of  M. 
D.  next  month  at  the  University  of  Penn.,  but  as  yet  have  not 
decided  where  I  will  locate.  Bro.  F.  A.  Waddill,  of  the  Virginia 
Beta,  is  practising  medicine  in  Cheraw,  S.  C,  and  is  now  the 
happy  father  of  a  bouncing  boy.  I  noticed  a  mistake  in  Brother 
Alston's  letter  as  to  the  date  of  my  graduation  at  the  V.  M.  I. 
I  graduated  in  'jj  and  not  '73. 

You  may  send  n:;y  copy  of  the  Palm  to  Cheraw,  S.  C,  as  I 
expect  to  leave  Philadelphia  next  month. 

Wishing  you  all  success,  I   am  yours,  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

Chas.  W.  Kollock. 


[From  F.  A.  Bkrlin  (Va.  Teta,  '6?),  Lawyer,  f^au  Francisxo,  Cal.] 

Dear  Brothers : — I  received  a  copy  of  the  Palm^  and  was  very 
much  pleased  with  it;  and  I  have  been  intending  ever  since  its 
receipt  to  send  the  amount  of  subscription  and  also  the  amount 
of  my  card. 


Letters  from  Alumni.  159 

Enclosed  find  ^3.00;  if  this  does  not  include  the  subscription 
also  let  me  know  and  I  will  send  you  balance  due. 
I  remain,  as  ever,  yours  fraternally, 

iF.  A.  Berlin. 


[From  N.  B.  Black  (Tenn.  Iota,  '68),  Nashville,  Tenn.] 

Dear  Brother: — Your  card  of  the  ist  inst.  to  hand,  and  as  I  am 
well  pleased  with  the  copy  of  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Falm  re- 
ceived, request  that  you  enter  my  name  on  your  subscription 
list,  and  I  enclose  you  one  dollar  for  one  year's  subscription. 

Wishing  you  success,  I  remain,  yours  fraternally, 

N.  B.  Black. 


[From  Dr.  W.  E.  Wilson  (Va.  Delta,  '71),  Puiaski,  Tenn.] 

Dear  Friend  and  Brother : — You  will  find  enclosed  one  dollar, 
for  which  send  me  the  Palm.  I  am  so  glad  to  know  that  at  last 
we  have  a  journal,  and  for  one  I  will  help  to  sustain  it  gladly, 
proudly,  for  I  well  know  that  it  will  tend  to  build  up  one  of  the 
best  organizations  under  the  sun. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  see  how  any  secret  organization  of 
the  principles  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  can  exert  any  influence  over 
students  except  for  their  good  and  the  good  of  the  institution 
to  which  they  belong.  Such  at  least  was  my  experience  and  ob- 
servation in  the  old  Delta.  I  feel  that  I  owe  a  debt  of  grati- 
tude to  each  and  every  member  of  our  old  chapter.  It  was  cer- 
tainly the  best  one  in  the  whole  Order. 

I  am  practising  my  profession  near  Pulaski,  am  married  and 
have  one  boy  living.  Death  visited  me  just  a  year  ago,  and  took 
my  oldest,  a  bright  little  girl.  God  only  knows  why  she  was 
taken,  so  pure  and  lovely.  I  hope,  dear  Brother,  that  you  may 
never  have  to  bury  anything  you  love  as  I  loved  my  little 
Bessie. 

I  would  be  delighted  to  get  a  letter  from  you. 

I  am  your  true  friend  and  brother, 

W.  E.  Wilson. 


[From  Geo.  M.  Darrow  (Va.  Phi,  '74),  Merchant,^ Omaha,  Neb.] 

Dear  Brother : — I  should  and  would  have  acknowledged  long 
ago  die  receipt  of  the  inaugural  number  of  the  Palm,  and  I  as- 
sure you  that  only  an  unusual  press  of  business  has  robbed  me 
of  this  pleasant  duty  so  \o\\g  Way  off  here  the  Palm  is  more 
appreciated  perhaps  than  nearer  by,  for  it  affords  me  a  medium 
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through  which  I  can  gel  occasional  tidings  from  my  former  friends 
and  brothers,  whose  memory  the  cares  of  business,  &c.,  have  not 
the  least  dimmed.  I  hope  that  as  the  Palm  grows  in  age,  it  may 
wax  influential  and  be  permanent,  and  I  feel  assured  (if  your  first 
issue  is  an  index  of  what  it  zvill  be)  of  its  permanency. 

I  learned  through  it  that  Bro.  McCord  is  the  nearest  Alpha 
Tau  to  me,  and  I  hope  very  soon  to  meet  him,  as  his  brother, 
who  lives  not  far  from  my  place  of  business,  informed  me  he 
will  visit  Omaha  in  March,  1881. 

I  am  the  smallest  portion  of  the  dry  goods  firm  of  S.  P.  Morse 
&  Co*.,  and  am  running  a  branch  store  in  this  place,  and  I  am 
very  glad  to  say  I  have  been  successful  beyond  my  expectations. 
I  hope  to  meet  you  and  others  of  the  "same  kind"  when  I  pay 
my  respects  to  the  Old  Dominion  the  first  of  August,  on  my  way 
to  New  York  for  goods. 

In  the  meantime,  I  hope  to  be  apprised  through  the  pages  of 
the  next  Palm  of  the  whereabouts  of  those  I  knew  in  the  Fra- 
ternity in  Virginia. 

Please  find  enclosed  ;^i.oo  in  payment  of  one  year's  subscrip- 
tion. If  convenient,  please  make  brief  acknowledgment  by  pos- 
tal of  same. 

Yours  fraternally, 

Geo.  M.  D arrow. 


[From  Wm.  D.  Jenkins  (Va.  Beta,  '69),  Merchant,  Natchez,  Miss,] 

Dear  Brothers : — Herewith  I  enclose  you  subscription  (^i. GO 
each)  of  Bros.  Wm.  L.  Balfour,  George  W.  Koontz,  John  F. 
Jenkins  and  myself  to  the  Pabn^  a  copy  of  the  first  number  of 
which  reached  me  a  few  days  since. 

Though  years  have  passed  since  we  stood  united  in  the  Hall 
of  the  old  Virginia  Beta,  we  have  not  forgotten  that  we  are  Alpha 
Taus,  and  in  welcoming  the  Palm  to  our  firesides  we  predict  for 
it  true  success. 

I  will  write  further  in  a  few  days  and  let  you  know  what  we 
are  doing. 

Trusting  the  above  may  reach  you  in  time,  I  am,  sincerely 
your  brother,  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

Wm.  D.  Jenkins. 


[From  W.  B.  Preston  (Va.  Alpha,  '78),  Farmer  and  Miner,  Blacksburg,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  have  received  and  examined  with  great  in- 
terest the  specimen  copy  of  the  Palm  forwarded  to  me. 


Letters  from  Alumni.  i6i 

Situated  as  I  am,  isolated  in  a  great  measure  by  my  business 
pursuits  (farming  and  mining)  from  a  thorough  acquaintance 
with  the  recent  workings  of  our  Order,  I  consider,  it  a  great  boon 
to  be  able  to  obtain  at  any  price  the  information  which  the 
Palm  will  contain. 

Please  find  enclosed  postoffice  order  for  ;^2.oo  for  two  years' 
subscription.  Having  the  best  interests  of  the  Order  ever  at 
heart,  I  remain, 

Yours  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

W.  B.  Preston. 

[FromD.  O.  Thomas  (Tenn.  Iota,  '71),  Merchant,  Brownsville,  Tenn.] 

Dear  Brothers : — You  will  please  find  enclosed   one  dollar  for 
the  Palm.     I  am  much  pleased  with  it  and  wish'it  much  success. 
Fraternally  yours, 

DoRSAY  O.  Thomas. 


[From  H.  Clay  Jones  (Va.  Eta,  '66),  Merchant,  Washington,  D.  C.] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  Palm,  and 
I  wish  to  subscribe  for  it.  Please  send  me  the  first  number,  as 
I  want  to  put  each  year  in  book  form. 

Let  me  know  how  to  remit  and  Til  do  so  at  once. 
Yours  fraternally, 

H.  Clay  Jones. 


[From  Eev.  H.  B.  Lee  (Va.  Beta,  '71),  Rector  of  Leeds  Church,  Markham  Station,  Va.] 

My  Dear  Brother : — I  received  a  few  days  since  the  Palm.  I 
did  not  get  the  first  copy,  which  you  mailed  some  time  since.  I 
have  been  reading  and  re-reading  the  number  before  me  with 
deep  interest.  I  seem  to  be  back  in  dear  old  Lexington,  for  the 
Palm  has  carried  me  there  in  memory  until  I  almost  feel  as  though 
I  were  there  in  body.  How  well  I  remember  the  night  I  entered 
for  the  first  time  the  Hall  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega!  What  delight- 
ful gatherings  we  used  to  have;  my  most  pleasant  associations  are 
with  those  meetings. 

Well,  Brother,  I  have  always  felt  it  a  privilege  to  belong  to 
the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity,  but  since  reading  all  you 
have  said  about  its  members,  I  feel  indeed  honored,  for  they 
are  a  noble  band. 

I  have  no  doubt  you  had  rather  find  di  dollar  bill ^nclos^d  than 
my  musings.     You  shall  have  the  bill  as  soon  as  I  can  get  one 
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of  paper.     You  know  we  can't  send  these^big  silver  dollars  In  a 
letter. 

I  sincerely  hope  the  Palm  will  succeed,  for,  judging  from  the 
copy  I  have,  it  must  do  the  Fraternity  great  good. 

You  ask  for  the  postoffice  address  of  Bro.  R.  N.  Brooke.  I 
think  a  communication  addressed  to  him  at  Warrenton,  Va., 
would  reach  him ;  his  father  lives  there,  and  he  was  there  the 
last  time  I  heard  of  him.  I  .shall  have  to  tell  you  goodnight,  for 
I  have  some  work  which  ought  to  have  been  attended  to  be- 
fore this,  but  I  got  so  interested  in  your  pamphlet  that  I  felt 
compelled  to  write  and  tell  you  of  it. 

Yours  in  Alpha  Tau  Omega, 

H.  B.  Lee. 


[From  Dr.  W.  Cheatham  (Ky.  Mu,  '70),  Professor  Uaiversity  of  Louisville,  Louisville,  Ky.] 

Dear  Brothers : — Enclosed  find  ^2.00  for  Alpha  Tan  Omega 
Palm.  I  wish  it  unending  success.  Send  me  one  copy  for  the 
year. 

And  oblige,  fraternally, 

W.  Cheatham. 


[From  Hon.  J.  H.  Jamison  (Va.  Beta,  '67),  Farmer,  Cliftonville,  Miss.] 

Dear  Brother: — Please  find  enclosed  one  dollar  for  one  year's 
subscription  to  the  Palm.  I  received  the  specimen  copy  and 
read  its  contents  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  I  should  have 
forwarded  the  enclosed  ere  this,  but  have  neglected  it  on  account 
of  being  very  busy. 

Will  try  and  write  some  for  the  Palm  during  the  year.  You 
have  my  best  wishes  in  your  undertaking,  and  I  hope  you  will 
succeed,  of  which  I  am  confident. 

In  haste,  yours  fraternally, 

J.  H.  Jamison. 


[From  Malcolm  Caruthers  (Va.  Delta,  '68),  Lawyer,  Chicago,  111.] 

Dear  Brother : — With  thanks  for  copy  of  the  P<^/;;2,  best  wishes 
for  its  lasting  success,  one  dollar  for  subscription,  and  sincere  as- 
surances that  both  now  and  always  I  shall  most  cheerfully  lend 
a  helping  hand  to  your  most  laudable  enterprise, 
I  am  fraternally,  yours, 

M.  Caruthers. 
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[From  J.  W.  Gordon  (Va.  Beta,  '66),  Planter,  Caldwell,  Texas.] 

Dear  Brother : — The  Palmzixm^  duly  to  hand,  and  your  postal 
of  1st  inst.  is  a  rebuke  I  feel  I  did  not  deserve.  I  am  a  planter, 
and  have  been  so  busy  saving  an  abundant  crop  that  I  have  just 
neglected  from  time  to  time  to  send  you  my  subscription.  The 
first  copy  afforded  me  more  pleasure  than  the  subscription  price. 
To  learn  of  the  whereabouts  and  doings  of  so  many  friends  of 
other  and  halcyon  days  was  a  great  pleasure.  In  reading  the 
Palm,  it  was  almost  as  if  I  had  enjoyed  a  hand-shake  and  the 
"grip"  with  J.  S.  Van  Meter,  Glazebrook,  Given,  and  the  many 
others  mentioned. 

I  am  with  you  in  your  (our)  enterprise,  and  trust  it  will  be 
mighty  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  an  Order  that  I  consider 
furnished  me  with  an  initial  point  in  a  life,  not  free  from  cares, 
but  full  of  happiness.  At  another  time  I  shall  be  glad,  if  you 
desire  it,  to  contribute  to  the  Palm,  with  a  brotherly  interest. 
I  am  very  truly  and  fraternally, 

Joe  W.  Gordon. 


[From  Graham  G.  Lacy  (Va.  Alpha,  '77),  Lawyer,  Sedalia,  Mo.] 

Dear  Brothers : — Some  time  ago  I  received  the  first  number 
of  the  Alpha  Tatt  Omega  Palm,  and  would  have  acknowledged 
its  receipt  ere  now,  but  was  prevented  from  so  doing  by  absence 
from  home. 

Enclosed  please  find  ;^i.oo  for  subscription.  I  am  very  glad 
to  see  that  the  Fraternity  has  taken  this  step;  a  good  journal 
will  help  on  the  work  and  keep  up  the  interest  of  the  alumni 
members. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  th*e  Palm,  and  the  con- 
stant advancement  of  the  Order,  I  am, 
Yours  fraternally, 

Graham  G.  Lacy. 


[From  J.  B.  Green  (Va.  Delta,  '72),  Lawyer,  Baltimore,  Md.] 

My  Dear  Brother : — I  held  back  this  reply  to  your  last  in  order 
to  see  the  Palm,  and  now  that  it  has  appeared,  and  is  even  an 
improvement  on  the  first  issue,  I  give  your  last  the  attention  it 
deserves.  I  was  sorry  to  hear  that  you  had  broken  down  your 
health  by  multifarious  labor;  but  the  relief  of  getting  off  the 
second  number,  and  the  rest  which,  as  a  sensible  man,  you  must 


164  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm. 

have  taken,  have,  I  hope,  brought  back  your-  vigor.  I  endorse 
your  editorial  comments  on  the  absence  of  chapters  at  Northern 
Colleges,  and  I  think  one  ought  certainly  to  be  planted  at 


The  authorities  would  welcome  it,  and  I  have  been 

waiting  for to  keep  an  appointment  with  me,  for  the 

purpose  of  discussing  ways  and  means  to  that  end. 

I'll  take  your  ^^lo  for  the  Irby  fund  whenever  convenient,  and 
will  urge  the  W.  G.  K.  E.  to  carry  out  the  resolution  of  Congress 
in  that  regard.  I  will  send  you  something  for  the  next  number 
during  the  coming  week. 

Yours  fraternally, 

J.  B.  Green. 


[From  Dr.  C.  S.  Hart,  (Va.  Epsilon,  '74),  Physician,  Omaha,  Neb.] 

Dear  Brother: — I  regret  that  I  have  not  sent  in  my  subscrip- 
tion to  the  Journal  ere  this ;  but,  as  you  see,  I  have  made  a  change, 
and  I  was  waiting  for  that  before  I  sent  it. 

Enclosed  find  ;^i.oo.     I  believe  that  is  it,  if  I   remember  right. 

Your  letter  in  reference  to reached  me  the  night  before  I 

started  for  Nebraska,  and  I  was  then  bu'sy  packing. 

I  tried  my  best  to  see before  I  left;  sent  word  to  him  seve- 
ral times  and  finally  had  to  leave  without  seeing  him ;  so 
left  word  for  him  to  write  to  me,  but  have  not  heard  from 
him  yet.  He  is  all  O.  K.,  and  his  standing,  morally  at  least,  is  as 
good  as  any  man's  in  the  College,  and  I  think  he  ranks  high  in 
his  class ;  the  rest  of  the  members,  so  far  as  I  know  them,  are 
fine  fellows  (I  know  the  majority  of  them);  their  alumni  also 
stand  well. 

My  idea  is  to  go  ahead  and  ''swallow'' ;  it  will  be  a  very 
pleasant  dose  and  an  honor  to  us. 

Write  to  me  if  I  can  advise  you  further  in  the  matter;  sorry 
it  did  not  come  up  before  I  left  Ohio;  but  here  I  am  in  Nebraska, 
and  the  State  University  at  this  place,  may  be,  after  I  have  been 
here  a  while,  can  do  some  good  for  us. 

Send  all  communications  in  future  to  Box  332. 

Remember  me  to  all  my  friends  and  brothers. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  again.    Swallow  the if  possible. 

Your  friend  and  brother, 

Chas.  S.  Hart. 
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[From  Richard  Brooke  (Va.  Alpha,  '08),  Secretary  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad 
Corapauj',  Ricliraoud,  Va.] 

My  Dear  Brother : — I  have  read  with  much  interest  and  plea- 
sure the  February  number  of  the  iW7;^,and  think  you  have  good 
cause  to  be  proud  of  your  work.  May  continued  success  be 
yours  in  the  good  work. 

I  notice  you  ask  for  information  as  to  Chester's  address.     It  is 
Rev.  J.  H.  Chester,  Lowesville,  Lincoln  county,  N.  C.     We  had 
a  letter  from  him  some  weeks  since  on  a  matter  of  business. 
In  haste,  yours  fraternally, 

R.  Brooke. 


[From  W.  T.  Daniel  (Va.  Delta,  '78),  Lawyer,  167  Broadway,  New  York.] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  do  indeed  heartily  rejoice  that  the  Fra- 
ternity at  large  has  an  established  organ.  It  has  been  one  of  the 
great  needs  of  the  Order.  A  sympathetic  bond  now  exists  be- 
tween the  chapter  and  the  alumni,  and  I  feel  assured  that  every 
Alpha  Tau  will  appreciate  its  cherishing  and  beguiling  influence. 

After  graduating  in  law  at  the  University  of  Virginia  (1880), 
and  making  a  tour  through  the  Southern  States  and  a  visit  of 
three  months  in  Texas,  my  home,  I  have  cast  anchor  among 
our  Northern  brethren  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

Wishing  a  most  abundant  success  to  the  Balin^  I  remain, 
Yours  sincerely, 

Walter  T.  Daniel. 

P.  S. — Enclosed  please  note  the  subscription  fee  of  one  dollar 
for  the  Falm.  W.  T.  D. 
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MEMORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


THOMAS  PRESTON   CRAWFORD. 

[Va.  Rho,  73] , 

Thomas  Preston  Crawford,  son  of  Colonel  Samuel  D.  Craw- 
ford,  of  Augusta  county,  Virginia,  was  born  at  Bonnie  Doon,  the 
residence  of  his  father,  on  the  17th  day  of  August,  1856.  His 
earlier  years  were  spent  at  home,  where  he  had,  besides  other  op- 
portunities of  less  excellence,  the  advantage  of  being  for  a  con- 
siderable time  under  the  instruction  of  the  Reverend  P.  M.  Cus- 
ter, who  then  kept  the  school  at  Mount  Horeb  Church,  near  Bon- 
nie Doon.  In  1872  he  entered  Bethel  Academy,  in  Fauquier 
county,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  sustaining  always  a  high 
reputation  as  a  student  of  diligence  and  capacity.  Especially  was 
he  distinguished  at  Bethel  for  his  power  as  a  declaimer  and  as  a  de- 
bater— the  debater's  medal  for  the  session  of  1874-5  having  been 
awarded  to  him.  For  two  years  he  was  a  student  of  the  University 
of  Virginia,  taking  the  course  of  law  during  the  session  of  i  '^jG-J , 
and  that  of  medicine  in  1878-9.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year,^ 
he  went  to  New  York  to  complete  his  medical  studies,  matricu- 
lating in  the  School  of  Medicine  in  the  New  York  University. 
In  January,  1880,  he  had  a  severe  fall  upon  the  ice,  and  in  con- 
sequence was  obliged  to  return  to  Virginia  in  the  latter  part  of 
February.  His  malady  appeared  in  the  form  of  intense  head- 
aches, which  became  steadily  more  frequent  and  more  violent 
until -some  time  in  April,  when  he  was  compelled  to  take  hisbed^ 
from  which  he  was  to  rise  no  more.  His  suffering  from  this  time 
until  his  death,  which  took  place  on  the  lOth  of  July,  1880,  was  of 
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the  most  acute  description,  but  was  borne  with  that  patient  sweet- 
ness which  had  always  been  a  marked  feature  of  his  character. 
The  history  of  one  who  dies  young,  before  the  period  of 
preparation  for  the  sterner  duties  and  responsibihties  of  Hfc  is 
ended,  must  of  necessity  be  uneventful.  Little  can  be  found  in 
it  that  will  interest  the  casual  reader,  nothing  that  will  cause  the 
great  world  to  turn  aside  a  moment  from  its  cares  and  its  busi- 
ness to  drop  a  tear  at  the  grave  of  one  who  has  had  neither  part 
nor  lot  in  its  strivings  or  its  achievements.  So  the  great  world 
cares  little,  or  not  at  all,  for  such  a  one  or  his  story.  But  within 
this  world  there  are  those  who  are  able  to  appreciate  some  things 
that,  although  they  do  not  belong  to  it,  are  yet  a  part  of  it.  They 
are  not  out  in  the  great  harvest  field  bearing  their  share  of  the  bur- 
den and  heat  that  belong  to  the  laborers  therein.  They  are  rather 
those  that  stand  on  the  quieter  borders  of  the  busy  field  watching 
the  reapers,  approving  or  condemning  their  endeavor,  and,  per- 
chance, going  down  sometimes  among  them  to  carry  help  to  the 
faint  or  consolation  to  the  sorrowful.  Their  sympathy  is  not 
limited  by  the  bound  that  encloses  the  workers.  They  have 
thought  for  those  who  have  not  entered  the  field,  and  for  those 
who  are  weary  and  ready  to  leave  it,  as  well  as  for  the  strongest 
of  those  who  are  doing  manful  work  in  it.  Among  this  class  are 
to  be  found  those  to  whom  the  news  of  the  death  of  such  as  he 
who  is  the  subject  of  this  notice  comes  with  a  peculiar  sadness. 
For  they  do  not  reckon  his  character  by  the  standrrd  that  the 
world  sets  for  its  judgment  of  the  worth  of  men.  They  reckon  him 
as  one  who  did  his  part  in  life,  small  though  it  were,  well;  as  one 
who  was  adorned  both  as  to  person  and  character  with  all  those 
qualities  which  cause  man  to  be  loved  by  his  fellows.  Possess- 
ing these  qualities,  it  is  small  wonder  that  he  was  loved  by  his 
school-fellows,  his  associates.  It  is  small  wonder  that  he  was 
dear  to  his  home-people,  to  his  father,  to  his  mother.  To  these 
indeed  his  death  came  as  a  shock  which  fairly  rent  their  fond 
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hearts.  Let  us  hope  that  to  them  has  come,  too,  the  consolation 
of  feehng  that  for  him  the  days  of  toil  and  strife  that  belong  to 
earthly  pilgrims  aie  to  be  no  more  forever;  that  he  is  one  of 
those  for  whom  a  merciful  Father  has  shown  His  love  by  taking 
him  away  while  yet  the  bloom  of  early  manhood  was  on  his 
cheek,  and  while  his  eye  was  yet  undimmed  by  the  tears  that  are 
the  inheritance  of  the  race. 

May  this  consolation  grow  stronger  for  them  as  the  years  roll 
by  and  as  the  grass  grows  green  upon  his  grave.  Let  the  sor- 
rowing friends  who  watched  around  his  dying  bed,  striving  in 
vain  to  mitigate  his  sufferings  and  to  keep  him  with  them 
longer,  think  of  these  things  and  dry  their  tears.  Let  them  for- 
get these  last  days  which  were  so  few  and  evil,  and  remember 
those  earlier  ones  when  his  life  passed  smoothly  along — filled 
with  all  which  could  make  it  sweet,  and  which  seemed  so  full  of 
promise  for  the  future  opening  so  brightly  before  him.  Let  them 
not  forget  that  while  they  labor  and  sorrow,  he  is  at  rest. 

Amicus. 
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Alfred  Marshall  (Va.  Alpha). 

J.  C.  J.  Clay  (Va.  Beta). 

T.  W.  Bond  (Ky.  Omicron). 

Stephen  Ranney  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  L.  Brower  (N.  C.  Xi). 

J.  W.  Whitfield  (Ky.  Omicron^ 

W.  K.  Smith  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  A.  Shaw  (N.  C.  Xi). 

Saunders  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  G.  Ivie  (Tenn.  Iota). 

J.  B.  Blackmon  (N.  C.  Xi). 

B.  A.  Gray(Va.  Delta). 

T.  W.  Currin  (Tenn.  Iota). 


Isaac  Paul  (Va.  Eta). 
W.  A.  Langhorne  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  H.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
W.  M.  Reed  (Tenn.  Iota). 
Samuel  Hill  (Tenn.  Gamma). 
E.  G.  McClanahan  (Tenn.  Theta). 
E.  D.  Wooley(N.  C.  Xi). 
Vernon  Via  (Va.  Delta). 
Frank  W.  Walker  (Va.  Alpha). 
W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  C.  Lumpkin  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
T.  B.  Edmiston  (W.  Va.  Zeta). 
A.  O.  Battle  (Tenn.  Lambda). 


W.  S.Stephens  (Tenn.  Lambda).  D.  C.  McKay  (Ky.  Mu^ 


D.  T.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
George  T.  Lee  (Va.  Beta). 
George  Watson  (Va.  Alpha). 
C.  A.  Ellett  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  P.  Crawford  (Va.  Rho). 


J.  C.  Kinckle  (Va.  Beta). 
J.  R.  McD.  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 
J.  A.  Crichton  (Va.  Alpha). 
E.  C.  Mix  (Va.  Epsilon). 
E.  D.  Campbell  (Va.  Beta). 


George  C.  Plumes  (Va.  Delta). 

Note. — The  members  whose  names  are  found  in  the  above  list 
have  been  reported  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals 
as  deceased ;  but  the  particulars  as  to  the  time,  place  or  cause  of 
death  are  known  in  the  case  of  only  a  few  of  them.  Members 
and  others  who  possess  such  information,  or  who  know  of  otJier 
cases  of  death  among  the  members  of  the  A.  T.  SJ.  Fraternity  are 
earnestly  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Editors  of  this  Jour 
nal — to  the  end  that  we  may  add  to  our  other  Annals  a/////  and 
accurate  register  of  our  Dead. 
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OTHER  FRATERNITIES. 


Phi  Kappa  Psi  chapters  meet  weekly. 

Delta  Tail  Delia  has  twenty-four  chapters. 

Phi  Delta  Theta  has  adopted  a  new  constitution  and  ritual. 

Beta  Theta  Pi's  organ  has  been  withdrawn  from  public  circula- 
tion. 

Alpha  Delta  Phi's  chapter  at  Hamilton  is  erecting  a  Chapter- 
House. 

Theta  Chi  held  its  annual  convention  at  Hoboken,  N.  J.,  in 
February. 

Beta  Theta  Pi  has  three  chapters  that  are  preparing  to  build 
Chapter-Houses. 

Chi  Phi  has  refused  charters  to  North  Georgia  Agricultural 
College  and  Washington  and  Jefferson  College,  Pa. 

Phi  Kappa  Psi  has  forty-two  chapters,  and  there  are  petitions 
before  its  G.  C.  for  the  establishment  of  five  more. 

Delta  Tail  Delta  has  five  papers — four  being  issued  by  chap- 
ters— and  the  Crescent,  which  is  the  general  Fraternity  organ. 

The  Shield  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  says  : 

"At  the  late  Congress  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega  much  solid  and 
beneficial  work  was  accomplished.  The  chapters  were  well  rep- 
resented, and  progress  will  certainly  attend  the  well-laid  plans  for 
advancement.  We  can't  help  thinking  A,  T.  ii.  is  bound  to  flour- 
ish— it  is  nothing  more  than  the  natural  result  of  the  spirit  in 
which  she  labors.  The  following  are  the  newly-elected  officers," 
&c..  &c. 

We  thank  our  esteemed  contemporary  for  its  very  kind  words; 
and  we  say  to  it  and  to  all  our  other  friends  that  A.  T.  i^.'s  "well- 
laid  plans  for  advancement"  are  producing  the  happiest  results — 
three  nezv  chapters  having  already  been  established  since  the  ad- 
journment of  its  late  Congress. 
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MISCELLANY. 


OFFICIAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity, 
Executive  Department, 
Office  of  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals, 

April  ist,  188 1. 
To  the  CJiapters  and  Members  of  A,  T.  Q.  : 

In  obedience  to  the;  resolution  passed  by  the  late  Congress  di- 
recting him  to  prepare  and  issue  as  soon  as  possible  another  edi- 
tion of  the  Official  Register,  the  undersigned  is  now  ready  to  enter 
upon  his  task.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  forthcoming  edition 
be  as  full  and  as  accurate  as  possible,  and,  to  that  end,  the  aid  of 
every  chapter  and  of  every  member  is  hereby  invoked, 

I.  Alumni  members  are  earnestly  requested  to  communicate 
with  this  office  at  once,  giving  information  in  regard  to  them- 
selves as  follows  : 

1.  Full  name. 

2.  Place  of  residence  [postoffice). 

3.  Occupation  (past  and  present). 

4.  Honors  or  distinctions  obtained  at  College  and  since  leaving 
College. 

And  such  additional  information  as  may,  with  propriety,  be 
embodied  in  the  Official  Register. 

II.  Chapters  are  hereby  directed  to  forward  to  this  office  such 

information  as  they  may  have  concerning  their  active  and  alumni 

members. 

Jos.  R.  Anderson,  Jr., 

Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals  and 
Ex-Offi.cio  Chairman  of  Committee  on  Official  Register, 
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Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity, 

Hall  of  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon, 

April  I  St,  1881. 

Editors  Palui: — Agreeably  to  the  earnest  recommendation  of 
the  last  Congress,  the  members  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  resid- 
ing in  the  State  of  Alabama  have  organized  the  A.  T.  Q.  State 
Alumni  Association  of  Alabama,  adopted  By-Laws,  and  elected 
the  following  temporary  officers  : 

A.  D.  Sayre  (Va  E),  Montgomery,  Ala.,  S.  A.  W.  M. 

J.  H.  Kimball  (Ky.  M.),  Mooresville,  Ala,  S.  A.  W.  C. 

G.  L.  H.  Tatum  (Va.  E.),  Montgomery,  Ala,  S.  A.  W.  K.  E. 

Archie  McDonnell,  Jr.  (Va.  J.),  Huntsville,  Ala,  S.  A.  W. 
K.  A. 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.  (Ala.  E),  Auburn,  Ala.,  S.  A.  W.  Scr. 

H.  A.  Jones  (Tenn.  Q),  Tuscaloosa,  Ala,  S.  A.  W.  U. 

J.  S.  N.  Davis,  Jr.  (Ala.  A.  E.),  Gold  Hill,  Ala,  S.  A.  Vv^.  Sen. 

The  S.  A.  W.  M.  has  called  a  meeting  to  be  held  at  the  A.  & 
M.  College  of  Alabama  on  the  30th  o{  June  next. 

The  following  is  the  Committee  on  Programme  (from  the  Ala. 
A.  E.  Chapter):  A.  J.  Mitchell,  chairman;  J.  T.  Letcher,  W.  H. 
Lamar,  Jr.,  A.  M.  Clegg,  and  E.  N.  Brown. 

I  will  give  the  report  of  the  Committee  in  next  issue  of  the 

Palm. 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  5.  A.  Worthy  Scribe. 


NOTICE. 

The  members  of  the  A.  T.  JQ.  Fraternity  residing  in  the  State 
of  Alabama  are  hereby  notified  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of 
the  A.  T.  Q.  State  Association  of  Alabama,  held  at  the  A.  &  M. 
College  of  Alabama,  on  June  30th  next.  A  full  attendance  is 
earnestly  requested. 

Brothers  of  other  States  are  fraternally  invited  to  attend. 

By  order  of 

A.  D.  Sayre,  5.  A.  Worthy  Master. 

W.  II.  Lamar,  Jr.,  5.  A.  Worthy  Scribe. 
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HORSEBACK  ITEMS  FROM  OUR  MISSOURI  BACK- 
WOODSMAN. 

Some  Good,  Quiet  Felloivs  for  the  Palm  to  look  up. 

— Dr.  T.  B.  Williams  (Trinity  College,  N.  C),  a  graduate  of  the 
best  of  the  Baltimore  medical  schools,  is  practicing  medicine  at 
Ridgeway,  Warren  county,  N.  C.  He  has  a  large  and  lucrative 
practice,  a  warm  heart  and  a  baby.  "  T-b."  is  a  little,  wrinkled, 
old-looking,  wise  and  witty  fellow,  and  a  good  Alpha  Tau. 

— James  A.  Barksdale  (N.  C.  Trinity  College)  is  a  brave  and 
generous  fellow.  He  is  farming  now,  I  believe,  near  Yazoo  City, 
Miss.  Yazoo  City  is  his  address,  anyhow.  There  is  no  better 
fellow  than  robust,  stalwart  "Jim"  Barksdale,  and  few  handsomer 
men  in  the  world. 

— Graham  G.  Lacy  (V.  M.  L,  class  79),  originally  of  Frede- 
ricksburg, Va.,  is  now  practicing  law  at  Sedalia,  Mo.  He  is 
probate  clerk,  a  handsome  young  fellow,  quite  a  ladies'  man,  and 
a  brunette,  with  a  "brunetter"  moustache.  He's  one  of  the  rising 
men  of  the  West,  and  a  model  of  a  young  gentleman. 

— James  H.  McCord  (V.  M.  I.,  '79,  second  captain  cadet  corps), 
is  with  the  gigantic  wholesale  firm  of  Nave,  McCord  &  Co.,  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  Neither  the  military  spirit  nor  the  Alpha  Tau  spirit 
has  died  within  him.  He  is  among  the  handsomest  and  most 
genial  fellows  of  the  Fraternity.  A  universal  favorite  in  St. 
Joseph,  he  talks  about  nothing  else  with  the  same  vim  as  about 
the  "dear,  good  fellows." 

— Guy  C.  Sibley  (V.  M.  I.),  originally  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  is  prac- 
ticing law  in  Louisville.  He  was  the  butt  of  the  best  joke  that 
was  played  last  Christmas.  I  send  you  a  whole  column  from 
the  Louisville  Coui^ier- Journal  o{  'DQ.CQvribQY  28,  1880,  about  the 
"Rape"  of  his  Beard.  Sibley  is  a  handsome  boy,  and  when  I 
last  saw  him,  he  prided  himself  on  the  furry  promise  of  a  beard. 
He  is  slowly  building  a  good  practice.  May  his  ^^^r</ prosper  1 
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— Gus.  C.  Matthews,  the  Courier-Journal  man,  always  gets  a 
good  word  from  the  Palm^  but  he  never  answers.  He  is  a  good 
fellow,  but  lazy  as  can  be,  and  don't  know  but  six  or  eight  Alpha 
Taus.  Somebody  ought  to  get  hold  of  him  and  shake  him. 
He  thinks  Tom  Hayes  the  greatest  man  that  modern  times  has 
produced.  Tom  Hayes,  too,  as  everybody  knows,  is  lazy.  A 
stirring  letter  between  them  would  work  wonders. 

— Joe  G.  Brown  (Trinity  College,  N.  C.)  is  assistant  cashier  of 
the  Citizens'  National  Bank,  Raleigh,  N.  C.  The  most  quiet, 
most  warm-hearted  and  the  truest  of  men,  Joe  needs  only  to  be 
known  to  be  loved.  I  hear  that  he  is  soon  to  be  married  to  one 
of  the  prettiest  girls  in  North  Carolina.  If  he  don't  subscribe 
to  the  Falm  before  his  marriage,  I  will  present  him  with  a  year's 
subscription  as  a  wedding  present. 

— E.  B.  Barbee  is  another  of  the  N.  C.  (Trinity)  boys  who  live 
in  Raleigh.  He  is  senior  partner  of  a  large  and  wealthy  jobbing 
and  cotton  dealing  firm,  "Barbee  Bros.  &  Rand."  He  won't  go 
out  of  his  way  to  see  an  Alpha  Tau  or  anybody  else.  But  when 
you  once  know  him,  he's  a  good  fellow  and  allows  no  rivalry  in 
his  hospitality  and  good  will.  Barbee  can  laugh  louder  thd.n  any 
other  man  I  ever  heard. 

— Millard  Mial,  Claud  Saunders,  Cle.  Lee  and  Branch  Merry- 
man  are  about  Raleigh  somewhere.     Look  'em  up. 

— Then  there's  Ben.  F.  Long,  of  Statesville,  who  has  not  been 
heard  of  since  he  married.  He  is  one  of  the  most  able  and 
scholarly  young  lawyers  in  his  State.  His  eminent  financial  ser- 
vices to  the  Fraternity  will  never  be  forgotten. 

— Heman  Hall  lives  in  Fayetteville,  N.  C.  I  suppose  that 
Heman  is  the  quietest  man  not  to  be  a  mute  that  there  is  in  the 
world.     But  he  will  subscribe  to  the  Palm. 

We  had  a  fellow  out  in  Ohio,  I  believe  it  was,  who  wrote  a 
poem  about  the  "Devil  and  a  Jug"  and  sent  it  to  Geo.  Archer 
just  before  the  Congress  at  Richmond  three  or  four  years  ago. 
Could  the  Palm  arouse  his  tuneful  lyre?     Ask  Archer. 
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— Guy  Watson  is  the  ugliest  man  in  the  Fraternity.  He  is  as 
bright  as  he  is  ugly,  and  lives  somewhere  in  the  swamps  of  North 
Carolina.  He  practices  law,  is  judge  of  two  or  three  courts, 
sheriff,  public  administrator  and  man  of  the  people  in  general. 
Joe  Brown,  of  Raleigh,  can  give  you  his  address. 

—Walter  H.  Page  is  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  St.  Joseph  (Mo.) 
Daily  Gazette,  and  of  a  young  lady  who  has  recently  taken  his 
name. 


CLIPPINGS. 

[From  The  Messenger,  Eatonton.  Ga.,  of  March  6. 1881.] 

Mr.  Branham  in  Macon. — Christ  church,  in  Macon,  was,  we 
learn,  well  filled  on  Friday  night,  February  25th,  to  hear  the  lec- 
ture of  Mr.  A.  Iverson  Branham,  of  The  Messenger. 

To  be  selected  as  lecturer  among  such  men  as  Bishop  Beck- 
with  and  Drs.  Wills  and  Battle  is  quite  a  distinction,  and  one  of 
which  any  young  man  may  well  be  proud.  Mr.  Branham's  lec- 
ture was  well  received  in  Macon.  The  subject,  originally  intended 
to  be  "Distinctive  American  Literature,"  was  changed  to  that  of 
"  One  Phase  of  the  Situation  in  the  New  South." 

We  append  below  extracts  from  the  Macon  papers  concerning 
the  lecture : 

"The  lecture  of  Mr.  A.  Iverson  Branham  before  Christ  Church 
Guild  Friday  night  was  a  grand  literary  treat.  Those  present 
were  delighted.  We  regret  that  other  engagements  prevented 
our  attendance." — Herald. 

"The  lecture,  which  lasted  an  hour,  was  listened  to  with  the 
utmost  interest  and  attention.  The  speaker  has  a  fine  delivery 
and  distinct  articulation.  *  *  Wc  have  but  given  a  faint  outline 
of  one  of  the  most  valuable  lessons  we  have  ever  read.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  our  crowded  columns  would  not  hold  it  com- 
plete."— Telegraph. 

The  Editors  of  the  Palm  feel  that  they  are  safe  in  promising 

their  readers  a  rich  treat  in  the  publication  of  Bro.  Branham's 

Address  in  a  future  number  of  this  Journal. 


[From  the  St.  Joseph  (Mo.)  Gazette  of  Jan.  28  and  March  18, 1881.] 

Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm. — The  first  issue  of  this  magazine, 
the  official  organ  of  the  illustrious  "Alpha  Tau  Omega"  club, 
will  be  hailed  with  pleasure  by  all  its  members.  It  is  most  ex- 
cellently gotten  up  and  ably  edited,  chiefly  by  Jos.  R.  Anderson, 
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Jr.,  Richmond,  Va. — diligent  worker  and  prince  of  good  gentle- 
men, whom  every  club  man  knows.  The  scattered  members  in 
the  West  will  be  delighted  to  hear  of  an  organ  through  which 
they  can  learn  much  to  delight  and  instruct  them.  It  deserves  a 
most  generous  support  from  every  man  interested. 


The  second  number  of  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm  sustains 
so  well  the  brilliant  promise  of  the  first  number  that  it  may  now 
confidently  lay  claim  to  the  very  first  place  among  such  journals. 
Every  member  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  will  be  proud 
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A  LETTER  FROM   BRO.  E.  I.  RENICK, 

(Va.  fiLM-Law  Student,  University  of  Virginia. 

Dear  Bj-others : — I  enclose  my  subscription  to  you  for  our  Palm. 
The  last  number  was  full  of  interest  to  me,  containing,  as  it  did, 
letters  and  notices  of  so  many  who  in  the  past,  in  the  days  of 
leisure  and  letter-writing,  delighted  me  with  their  correspondence. 
Do  continue  to  make  the  Palm  our  medium  even  to  the  crowd- 
ing out  of  all  else.  I  am  positive  that  the  want  of  such  a  jour- 
nal accounts  for  our  Fraternity  not  being  so  widespread  and  ag- 
gressive to-day  as  it  should  be. 

Bi'o.  A.  D.  Sayre  (Va.  A'.),  Montgomery,  Ala.,  is  at  present  my 
only  Alpha  Tau  correspondent.  He  has  been  recently  appointed 
to  deliver  an  address  next  June  at  the  Triennial  Celebration  of 
Roanoke  College,  and  he  will  attend  the  summer  law  course  at 
this  place.     At  present  he  is  practicing  law  in  Montgomery. 

VViih  very  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Palm, 
I  am  fraternally  yours, 

E.  Ireland  Renick. 

P.  S. — Do  the  following  lines,  written  several  years  since  by  a 
"sister,"  merit  a  place  in  the  Palm? 

*'  May  this  suggestive  Coat  of  Arms, 
Selected  by  the  Alplia  Taus, 
Hold,  by  its  many  mystic  charms, 
The  Brotherhood  in  Friendship's  laws." 

E.  I.  R. 
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DEVELOPMENT    OF    THE    FRATERNITY    IDEA— 
THE  RATIONAL  METHOD. 

We  are  at  a  peculiar  crisis  in  the  world's  history.  The  ab- 
normal development  of  mind  has  produced  its  legitimate  fruit ; 
the  great  ''it  is'  of  Christian  faith  must  now  be  transformed  into 
the  less  real,  but  more  philosophic  ''it  may  be''  of  modern  skep- 
ticism. Human  life,  human  hope,  human  fear  must  each  recog- 
nize its  be-all  and  end-all  Jicre — there  is  no  thither.  We  are  to 
develop  not  only  the  body,  but  also  the  soul,  in  accordance  with 
certain  (assumed)  laws  of  nature;  the  Universe  with  its  thousand- 
fold exhibitions  of  a  conscious  purpose  is  to  be  the  chance  crea- 
tion of  the  great  Inane;  the  miraculous  (and  what  that  exists  is 
not  miraculous  ?)  is  to  be  scornfully  rejected,  as  not  conformable 
to  the  tenets  of  modern  scientific  dogmatism.  In  short,  we  must 
understand  that  we  proceed  from  and  return  to  the  bosom  of 
nothing  to  enjoy  our  finite  existence  as  a  grand  Something.  The 
past  a  blank,  the  future  a  blank,  and  the  present  capable  of  be- 
coming a  blank  at  any  moment!  To  this  cast  of  thought  the 
world  is  fast  tending.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  suggest  that 
our  existence  as  a  fraternizing  element  in  the  world's  economy  is 
dependent  upon  the  existence  of  principles  the  converse  of  those 
just  stated — we  demand  the  assertion  of  a  conscious  creative 
principle  in  the  system  of  worlds.  Unless  our  ties  find  their 
basis  in  a  grand  unity  of  the  virtues  we  inculcate,  what  validity 
can  they  have?  Indeed,  unless  we  preserve  a  worshipful  attitude, 
we  are  very  myths — our  bond  of  friendship  a  chimerical  product 
of  the  imagination — our  principles  an  impalpable  nothing. 

We  are  desirous  of  directing  Alpha  Tau  Omega  thought  into 
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certain  channels,  which  promise  results  as  boundless  as  the  great 
Infinitude  itself.  Those  who  have  retired  within  themselves,  and 
have  at  times  cast  an  owlish  glance  into  the  broad  domain  of 
human  knowledge,  see  each  isolated  science  gradually  con- 
verging to  a  common  centre  of  sciences  on  the  border  of  the  In- 
finite— the  broad  debatable  ground  of  metaphysics.  The  radii 
diverging  from  this  common  centre  represent  the  entire  range  of 
human  knowledge,  each  special  branch  with  innate  potentialities 
capable  of  approximate  development.  We  have  not  far  to  go  to 
reach  the  land  of  wonders.  Within  the  narrow  compass  of  our 
human  body  is  a  boundless  world  of  mystery.  In  its  conforma- 
tion, we  are  told,  is  exhibited  an  inter-dependence  of  component 
parts,  adjusted  to  such  a  nicety  that  a  proper  understanding  of 
the  functions  of  each  part  demands  an  intimate  acquaintance 
with  the  reflex  action  on  that  part  of  the  organic  corporeal  whole. 
In  it  is  also  centered  the  origin  of  human  speech.  The  wonder- 
ful "musical  instrument  upon  which  we  play  our  thoughts"  is 
within  our  very  grasp,  our  very  sight,  and  yet  excites  no  won- 
der! Is  language  due  to  man's  ingenuity?  Is  it  a  natural  de- 
velopment? Or  was  it  delivered  to  us  relatively  perfect  at  the 
birth  of  the  world?  These  questions  confront  us  at  the  very 
threshold  of  self;  a  labyrinth  of  wonders  encased  within  the 
limits  of  one  human  body! 

External  nature,  too — that  which  is  the  non-ego — is,  we  doubt 
not  still  more  entrancing.  The  very  existence  of  the  objective 
has  been  denied;  a  problem,  then,  requires  solution  at  the  out- 
set. If  we  assume,  however,  its  existence  as  an  undeniable  fact, 
the  physical  sciences,  to  which  we  owe  so  much,  and  from  the 
defective  development  of  which  we  have  so  much  to  dread,  present 
an  inviting  field.  The  earth,  its  history,  its  composition,  the  adap- 
tation of  what  exists  to  the  necessities  of  life,  the  minute  organ- 
isms with  which  the  realm  of  nature  abounds  and  has  abounded, 
each  perfect  in  its  own  sphere — this  wonder-land  is  before  us  in 
all  its  enchanting  loveliness  and  grandeur.     What  is  distasteful, 
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even  tedious  and  laborious  now  will  become  a  source  of  unceasing 
pleasure,  if  we  but  have  a  clear  perception  of  the  chain  linking 
our  humble  efforts  with  the  realm  of  the  Infinite.  Every  moment 
is  invested  with  a  charm  which  but  increases  in  intensity  as  the 
years  advance.  Every  written  or  spoken  word,  a  great  writer  tells 
us,  is  the  deposit  of  a  thought  which  was  bodied  forth  from  a 
poetical  imagination;  for  all  language  is  metaphorical  save  a  few 
natural  sounds  or  cries.  Is  not  our  very  attention^  he  asks  us,  a 
stretching-to  ?  and  he  might  have  added,  are  not  our  very  present 
circumstances  the  things  which  staitd  around  us? 

Thus  we  see  extending  from  the  centre  of  self  to  the  utmost 
confines  of  the  Cosmos  a  very  world  of  dazzling  wonders.  Hu- 
man life — animal  life — vegetable  life — all  within  our  very  grasp! 

Some  years  ago  a  story,  seemingly  well  authenticated,  was 
borne  to  us  across  the  Atlantic  from  Germany.  An  old  linguist 
lay  dying;  at  his  bedside  an  only  son.  A  parting  injunction  to 
that  son,  and  his  life  closed.  And  this  it  was,  "My  son,  avoid 
the  error  of  my  life,  attempt  not  too  much ;  I  have  devoted  my 
life  to  the  Latin  third  declension;  O  that  I  had  confined  myself  to 
the  genitive  case!''  Each  minutest  part  of  creation  material  for 
a  life-work ! 

Above  and  beyond  the  earthly  actual  there  is,  we  know,  a  sys- 
tem of  worlds,  with  which  our  acquaintance  is  more  than  limited, 
though  far  from  perfect.  We  see  clearly  that  the  utter  depend- 
ence of  the  entire  system  upon  the  proper  performance  of  its  spe- 
cific function  by  each  part  is  suggestive  of  a  conscious  purpose 
in  its  creation.  Yet  even  this  natural  assumption  of  a  conscious 
purpose  is  derided,  as  having  its  basis  in  rmscientific  faith!  Ad- 
mitting, however,  that  this  consciously  creative  principle  extends 
throughout  the  worlds,  there  are  other  problems  of  which  our 
minds  can  more  readily  take  cognizance.  Are  these  extra  worlds 
inhabited?  Is  there  an  absolute  unity  of  material  in  the  universe? 
Are  there  systems  beyond  our  own?     And  thus  ad  infinitum. 

Even  beyond  the  realm  of  the  attainable  real  there  is  a  world 
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of  the  speculative — the  imaginative.  This  is  not  the  world  of  the 
impractical  enthusiast.  Some  of  nature's  deepest  truths  have 
been  revealed  through  the  prophetic  glances  of  him  who  stood 
on  the  brink  of  the  infinite,  and  caught  glimpses  of  the  be5^ond. 
"At  the  limits  of  exact  knowledge,"  (we  quote  from  Humboldt,) 
"as  from  a  lofty  island-shore,  the  eye  loves  to  glance  towards 
distant  regions.  The  images  which  it  sees  may  be  illusive;  but 
like  the  illusive  images  which  people  imagined  they  had  seen 
from  the  Canaries  or  the  Azores,  long  before  the  time  of  Colum- 
bus, they  may  lead  to  the  discovery  of  a  new  world."  The  grand 
central  fact  of  the  sun's  position  in  the  solar  system  was  at  first 
only  a  guess,  demonstrated  as  an  actual  truth  by  later  observa- 
tions. The  great  Kepler,  the  "legislator  of  the  heavens,"  sailed 
on  imagination's  wings  into  regions  unapproachable  by  intellect 
alorfe,  and  returned,  bearing  messages  of  demonstrable  truth  to 
the  finite  world.  ^  Beyond  the  imaginative,  there  is  none  else — 
our,  possibilities  end  there. 

The  avenues  of  approach  to  these  grander  problems  have  a 
finite  limit  in  ourselves;  the  line,  fully  developed,  leads  uniformly 
to  the  Infinite.  Have  we  no  Fraternity  men  to  undertake  this 
work?  to  gather  our  proportionate  share  of  the  glory  of  achieve- 
ment? For  there  is  glory  here.  The  pseudo-practical  man  may 
cavil  at  these  philosophic  idealists;  let  him  reflect,  however,  that 
the  world  progresses,  becomes  happier  and  better,  not  by  a  sensi- 

\  ble  increase  of  its  food  production,  but  rather  of  its  heart  and 
brain  production. 

^^  Are  there  no  Fraternity  men,  we  repeat,  to  undertake  this 
work?  Are  we  idealists  in  urging  this  upon  their  attention?  Do 
we  not  instinctively  honor  those  who  dedicate  their  lives  to  these 
great  ends?  We  have,  indeed,  given  full  proof  of  such  feeling 
already.  Our  pen  here  traces  a  Fraternity's  deep  grief  at  the  loss 
of  one*  whose  brilliant  career  received  such  an  untimely  check. 

*  J.  R.  McD.  Irby. 


Editorial  Department.  l8i 

To  the  inevitable  we  bow  in  unquestioning  submission;  but  we 
feel  our  sadness  tinged  with  gladness  at  the  thought  that  the  fu- 
ture of  our  Order  may  see  an  Alpha  Tau  realize  the  cherished 
hopes  of  our  deeply  mourned  comrade.     So  may  it  be. 


A  LITERARY  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Editors  are  earnestly  desirous  of  awakening  a  permanent 
interest  in  the  Palm  by  developing  fully  within  its  pages  all  the 
salient  features  of  our  Fraternity  life.  The  social  element  will 
receive  its  due  proportion  of  attention;  but  full  recognition  will 
also  be  cheerfully  given  to  all  efforts  directed  to  the  advancement 
of  the  Fraternity  in  a  strictly  mental  way.  The  Palm  was  estab- 
lished primarily  as  an  organ  of  inter-communication  between  the 
members  of  our  Fraternity,  but  an  enlargement  of  its. scope  is  con- 
sidered essential  to  the  perfection  of  its  aim.  We  would  be  glad 
to  publish  contributions  from  brothers  engaged  in  any  specific 
literary  or  scientific  work;  their  efforts  must  receive  formal  pro- 
mulgation in  the  Palm,  for  we  covet  the  praise  which  later  years 
will  bestow  upon  the  early  fruits  of  our  literati  brothers. 

The  establishment  of  a  literary  department  as  a  subordinate 
feature  of  our  Journal  will  in  nowise  retard  the  full  and  free  de- 
velopment of  the  Fraternity  idea  within  its  pages.  This  new 
feature  is  designed,  rather  to  secure  the  propagation  of  those 
broad  principles  which  must  find  a  lodging  place  in  the  minds  ot 
men  before  the  insane  prejudice  against  our  life-work  will  be 
finally  removed.  The  liberal  cast  of  modern  thought,  suggests  a 
gradual  disappearance  of  that  intense  opposition  to  Fraternities 
which  characterized  the  University  of  the  old  regime.  To  this 
liberalizing  tendency  the  Palm  desires  to  add  its  earnest  support. 
We,  therefore,  solicit  articles  of  a  literary  character  from  all  who 
feel  an  interest  in  the  dissemination  of  a  broad,  humanizing  spirit 
in  every  province  to  which  the  mind  of  man  can  reach. 
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OUR  NEW  CHAPTERS. 

It  is  our  pleasant  privilege  to  be  able  to  announce  to  the  Fra- 
ternity at  large  the  establishment  oi  three  additio7iaL  chapters  since 
our  last  issue. 

The  good  work  has  just  been  consummated,  and  the  fact  is  as 
yet  scarcely  known  to  a  dozen  members  beyond  those  who  were 
specially  charged  with  the  management  of  the  matter. 

We  say|three  new  chapters  have  just  been  established,  We  cor- 
rect ourselves :  tzvo  have  been  newly  established — viz :  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  and  at ,  and  the  third  is  our  old 

Kentucky  Mn,  at  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute,  re-established. 

We  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  no  chapter  of  any  Fraternity 
was  ever  founded  under  happier  auspices  than  were  these  chap- 
ters founded  and  re-founded,  respectively.  We  regret  that  in  the 
case  of  one  of  these  chapters,  on  account  of  the  spirit  of  old-fo- 
gyism  existing  among  the  authorities  of  the  institution  at  which 
it  is  located,  xtsfull  name  and  location  cannot  as  yet  be  published. 
We  cannot  but  hope,  however,  that  ere  many  months,  that  excel- 
lent institution  will  realize  the  folly  of  its  present  proscriptive 
policy  with  regard  to  College  Fraternities,  and  remove  from  its 
statute-book  those  narrow  and  mijust  retrictions  upon  the  (harm- 
less) liberty  of  its  students,  that  now  blur  its  otherwise  fair  face. 

These  new  chapters  have  already  been  thoroughly  instructed 
in  the  ''ground  rules  "  of  A.  T.  Q.,  and  they  see  before  them  the 
goal.  It  is  their  part  now  to  put  forth  hearty,  vigorous,  manful 
efforts  to  reach  it;  and  we  are  certain  such  efforts  will  bring  suc- 
cess, and  that  the  reward  will  be  more  than  commensurate  with 
the  labor  required  to  obtain  it. 

We  congratulate  the  Fraternity  and  the  new  chapters  on  our 
mutual  good  fortune. 

And  we  say  to  the  High  Council,  and  to  the  brothers  commis- 
sioned by  that  body  to  do  this  good  work,  "Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servants!" 
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BRO.  EATON'S  ADDRESS. 

We  would  call  our  readers'  attention  specially  to  the  able  and 
scholarly  Address  of  Bro.  (Rev.  Dr.)  T.  T.  Eaton,  published  in 
this  issue.  In  spite  of  its  length,  we  could  not  forbear  publish- 
ing it  in  the  Palm  (and  in  one  number). 

We  would  that  every  member  of  our  Fraternity — aye,  that 
every  young  man  and  every  young  woman  in  our  land  had  the 
opportunity  to  peruse  it  carefully  and  thoughtfully,  and  then 
would  faithfully  endeavor  to  heed  its  salutary  teachings. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  us  to  knovvf  that  the  Address  will  be 
read  by  a  large  number  other  than  subscribers  to  our  Journal, 
for,  in  consequence  of  the  earnest  request  of  so  many  for  copies 
of  it,  we  have  directed  our  Publisher  to  issue  an  extra  edition  of 
the  Address  in  nQdit  pamphlet  form.  This  edition,  we  have  reason 
to  believe,  will  be  speedily  exhausted — orders  for  two  hundred 
copies  having  already  been  entered.  We  therefore  suggest  that 
those  who  desire  copies  of  the  pamphlet  containing  the  Address 
of  Rev.  T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  on  "  Ideals,"  send  their  orders  for  the 
same  at  once  to  the  Manager  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Publish- 
ing House,  No.  3  Governor  street,  Richmond,  Va.  (See  his  An- 
nouncement on  the  last  page.) 


BRIEFS. 

— Our  Exchanges  will  be  noticed  in  our  next  number. 

— We  trust  our  Journal  is  not  now  experiencing  its  palmiest 
days. 

— Contributions  are  solicited  for  our  new  department,  "Mis- 
cellany." 

— We  want  every  brother  in  every  State  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions and  advertisements  for  the  Palm. 

— We  had  hoped  never  to   have  to  write  these  words :  So7ne 
of  our  subscribers  are  in  arrears  to  the  Palm. 

— The  Palm  desires  an   occasional  copy  of  the  various  news- 
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papers  published  or  edited  by  Alpha  Taus.     They  will  be  highly 
appreciated. 

— Our  Fraternity  banner  has  not  been  planted  as  yet  on  the 
soil  of  South  Carolina.  Are  Bros.  T.  M.  Dubose,  M.  P.  Ravenel 
and  J.  F.  Robertson  satisfied  with  this  state  of  things? 

— We  are  most  anxious  to  obtain  biographical  sketches  of  our 
deceased  members.  Will  not  brothers  (or  other  kind  friends) 
engage  to  furnish  them  for  our  Memorial  Department? 

—The  W.  K.  A.  of  Tenn.  Omega  (Bro.  W.  A.  Percy,  Jr.),  de- 
sires the  address  and  present  occupation  of  each  alumnus  of  the 
chapter.     This  information  should  be  furnished  at  once. 

— Will  any  brother  in  the  State  of  Texas  organize  a  chapter? 
There  is  an  abundance  of  material,  we  doubt  not,  and  a  strong, 
vigorous  personal  effort  on  the  part  of  one  brother  will  accom- 
plish the  object  desired. 

— Mark  how  the  Palm  has  more  than  kept  its  word:  It  prom- 
ised in  its  Announcement  to  furnish  its  readers,  in  each  issue,, 
not  less  than  forty-eight  pages;  and,  lo,  it  has  given  them  more 
than  sixty  pages.  Will  our  readers  do  as  well  by  the  Palm  f 
We  hope  so. 

— The  work  of  organizing  State  Alumni  Associations  goes 
bravely  on.  Alabama  has  the  high  honor  of  leading  m  the  work. 
She  is  now  fully  equipped,  and  is  cultivating  a  fruitful  field. 
Georgia  nobly  follows;  and  the  Carolinas,  Tennessee,  Virginia 
and  Maryland  are  preparing  to  organize.  Who  can  estimate  the 
possibilities  before  these  associations  ? 

— The  postofifice  address  of  the  following  brothers  is  wanted 
by  the  Editors  of  the  Palm  : 

Smith  Caruthers  (Va.  X),  formerly  of  New  Orleans,  La.;  Wm. 
W.  Carson  (Va.  Z^.),  formerly  of  Memphis,  Tenn.;  G.  W.  Savage 
(Tenn.  /.),  formerly  professor  in  the  South  West  Baptist  Uni- 
versity, Jackson,  Tenn.;  Franklin  Mix  (Va.  /^.),  formerly  of  New 
Orleans,  La. ;  Chas.  O.  Nicholson  (Tenn.  F),  formerly  of  Co- 
lumbia, Tenn. 

— The  Editors  desire  to  again  revert  to  the  duty  incumbent 
upon  our  Fraternity  of  making  suitable  provision  for  the  educa- 
tion and  maintenance  of  Bro.  Irby's  son.  A  small  donation  from 
each  member  will  enable  the  little  fellow  to  follow  in  his  father's 
noble  footsteps.  It  is  clearly  our  duty  to  assist — a  pleasure,  too, 
it  is  sure.  Bro.  {Dr.)  M.  D.  Humes,  Beltsville,  Maryland,  will  re- 
ceive all  contributions  for  this  object. 
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—  We  wish  we  could  thank  two  noble-hearted  ah'ens — mem- 
bers respectively  of  two  sister  Fraternities — as  our  grateful  hearts 
dictate,  for  their  recent  acts  of  disinterested  Greek  love.  But 
we  know  their  modest  natures,  and  we  forbear.  We  will  say, 
however,  that  their  names  are  embalmed  in  our  Greek  hearts,  and 
that  neither  we  nor  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity  will  ever 
forget  their  valuable  services   in  the  latter's  behalf 

— The  Assistant  Editor  of  the'  Palm,  who  may  be  addressed 
at  the  University  of  the  Soiith,  Sezva7tee,  Temt.,  desires  the  co-ope- 
ration of  all  Tennessee  Alpha  Taus  in  the  establishment  of  new 
chapters  at  desirable  points.  All  requisite  formulae  will  be  fur- 
nished upon  application,  and  a  member  of  Tenn.  Omega  will 
cheerfully  assist  in  the  work.  It  is  hoped  that  we  may  at  an 
early  date  report  an  increase  of  chapters  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee. 

— We  should  think  all  those  who  are  no  longer  active  mem- 
bers of  our  Fraternity,  those  who  are  now  face  to  face  with  the 
/stern  realities  of  life — would  at  least  enjoy  being  carried  back 
■]  in  memory  to  the  days  that  are  no  more,  for — 

('  ''  Let  Fate  do*  her  worst,  there  are  relics  of  joy,  ^ 

Bright  dreams  of  the  past  which  she  cannot  destroy." 

I       We  would  have  every  brother  to  say  further,  with  the  poet — 

''  fjOncr.  loner  hp  mv  lipnrf,  wif.h  snoli  nipmnripQ  fillVI  ' 


-W( 


Long,  long  be  my  heart  with  such  memories  fiU'd, 
Like  the  vase  in  which  roses  have  once  been  distill'd ; 
You  may  break,  you  may  shatter  the  vase  if  you  will, 
Hut  the  scent  of  the  ro-es  will  hang  round  it  still." 


'e  stated  in  our  last  issue  that  Bro.  Glazebrook's  sketch  of 
Alfred  Marshall  would  be  published  in  this  number.  We  have 
not  made  good  our  promise,  but  it  is  not  our  fault,  nor  is  it  Bro. 
Glazebook's  fault.  The  sketch  was  finished  several  weeks  ago 
except  as  to  one  or  two  important  facts  which  Bro.  G.  was  not 
willing  to  have  omitted.  It  required  much  correspondence  to 
obtain  these  data  (relating  to  Bro.  M.'s  last  moments  on  earth), 
and  they  were  only  obtained  and  the  memoir  actually  finished 
after  we  had  gone  to  press,  when  it  was  too  late.  We  promise, 
however,  to  publish  this  sketch  in  our  next  (June)  issue,  when  our 
readers  will  know  what  a  noble  man   Bro.   Alfred   Marshall  was. 
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LITERARY  NOTICE. 

The  Southern  Student's  Hand- Book  of  Selections  for  Reading  and 
Oratory.  By  John  G.  James,  Superinterident  Texas  Military 
Institute,  Austin.  $1.50.  New  York,  New  Orleans,  Chicago: 
A.  S.  Barries  &  Co. 

The  above  work  is  distinctively  Southern  in  tone,  without,  how- 
ever, undue  sectional  bias.  The  cream  of  Southern  oratory,  dia- 
lectic, poetry  and  general  literature  has  been  collected  in  a  small 
compass,  which  renders  the  work  valuable,  not  only  as  an  edu- 
cational aid,  but  also  as  a  source  of  pleasure  to  those  engaged  in 
purely  literary  pursuits. 

It  is  a  "fresh  and  interesting  compilation,  illustrative  of  South- 
ern life,  sentiment  and  thought  in  their  best  phases,  during  the 
exciting  period  through  which  the  States  have  recently  passed." 

We  hail  this  Hand-Book  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  intrinsic  merit — which  is  acknowledged 
by  a  large  number  of  the  most  distinguished  educators  in  the 
South  and  by  the  Southern  press — but  also  because  it  is  the  work 
of  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity — the  author 
being  an  alumnus  of  the  Virginia  Alpha  ('65).  This  fact  should 
commend  the  book  specially  to  Alpha  Taus. 

Colonel  James,  by  the  way,  is  now  the  President  of  the  Agri- 
cutural  and  Mechanical  College  of  Texas. 


PERSONALS. 

T.  E.  Stanley  (Tenn.  A.,  '71),  formerly  a  lawyer  of  Leighton, 
Ala.,  has  removed  to  Augusta,  Woodruff  county,  Arkansas,  and 
now  represents  his  county  in  the  Legislature.  Bro.  S.  is  a  model 
Alpha  Tau ;  he  proposes  to  help  us  carry  our  banner  Westward. 
Our  blessings  upon  his  head ! 

Sylvanus  Stokes  (Va.  J.,  'jj)  has  left  the  University  of  Vir- 
ginia and  begun  the  practice  of  law  in  Richmond,  Va.  See  his 
advertisement  in  the  Fahn. 
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M.  P.  Ravenel  (Tenn.  i2.,  '79)  is  now  at  Keowee,  S.  C.  His 
whole-souled  Alpha  Tauism  is  an  omen  of  our  future  greatness 
in  that  State. 

Bernard  Ashby  (Va.  P.,  '73)  is  Deputy  Clerk  of  the  County 
and  Circuit  Courts  of  Culpeper,  Va. 

J.  H.  Kimball  (Ky.  M.,  '70),  who  graduated  ist  Captain  at  the 
K.  M.  I.,  is  a  planter  near  Moorsville,  Ala.  Bro.  K.  retains  all 
his  former  love  for  A.  T.  iJ.,  and  is  still  a  champion  in  her  cause. 

Archie  McDonnell,  Jr.  (Va.  J.,  '72),  is  a  prominent  lawyer 
in  Huntsville,  Ala.  Huntsville  is  in  a  rich  district,  and  furnishes 
many  students  to  the  various  Colleges ;  Bro.  McD.  will  no  doubt 
imbue  some  of  them  with  the  royal  spirit  of  the  old  Delta  Alpha 
Tauism  before  they  leave  home,  so  that  they  may  aid  in  extend- 
ing the  bounds  of  our  Fraternity. 

T.  M.  DuBose  (Tenn.  i2.,  'jy)  is  now  an  M.  D.,  having  graduated 
with  the  highest  honors  at  the  Charleston  (S.  C.)  Medical  College. 
His  unusual  proficiency  in  his  chosen  profession  was  immediately 
recognized  by  the  City  Council  of  Charleston,  by  whom  he  was 
appointed  to  a  position  of  trust  and  emolument.  His  Tennessee 
Omega  comrades  extend  him  their  cordial  congratulations  upon 
his  success. 

Andrew  Price  (Tenn.  A.,  '69)  is  not  living  in  St.  Louis,  as  was 
stated  in  "Personals"  in  our  first  issue.  He  is  practising  law  in 
New  Orleans^  La.    Address  :  No.  i  St.  Louis  street. 

H.  B.  Lee  (Va.  B.^  '71)  is  Rector  of  Leeds  (Episcopal)  church 
at  Markham  Station,  Va. 

J.  A.  Satterwhite  (Tenn.  /.),  late  of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  but 
now  residing  in  New  York  city,  is  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors of  the  Nashville,  Chattanooga  and  St.  Louis  Railroad. 
He  is  said  to  be  quite  wealthy.  We  wonder  if  he  couldn't  be 
persuaded  to  endow  his  old  Fraternity? 

James  Phelan,  Jr.  (Ky.  #.,  '72),  who  took  the  degree  of  Ph. 
D.  at  the  University  of  Leipzig  several  years  ago,  is  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.,  his  old  home. 
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J.  F.  T.  Anderson  (Va.  J.,  '75)  is  Cashier  of  the  Tredegar 
(Iron)  Company,  and  Secretary  of  the  Washington  Silver  Mining 
Company.  He  has  recently  married  and  is  living  in  Richmond, 
Va. 

W.  G.  Campbell  (Va.  i^.,  '69)  is  Pastor  of  a  Lutheran  church 
in  Marion  county,  West  Va. 

W.  T.  Brock  (Tenn.  A.^  '70)  is  practising  law  at  Florence,  Ala. 
He  is  as  good  an  Alpha  Tau  as  when  he  was  at  College;  he 
offers  his  services  now  for  Fraternity  work.  If  all  our  Alumni 
members  will  follow  the  example  of  Bro.  B.  ours  will  indeed  be 
a  glorious  future. 

P.  F.  Smith  (Va.  z/.,  '68),  late  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Newnan,  Ga.,  is  now  practising  law  in  that  town.  Bro.  Smith  is 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  orators  and  writers  the  University  of 
Virginia  ever  turned  out.  We  would  like  very  much  to  enlist  his 
pen  in  the  Palm's  service. 

John  W.  Weber  (Tenn.  i2.,  '77)  is  Assistant  Professor  of  Math- 
ematics at  the  University  of  the  South. 

Thos.  Moncure  Perkins  (Va.  //.  A.^  'yZ),  we  are  glad  to  an- 
nounce, has  entirely  recovered  from  his  recent  illness.  He  is  at 
present  living  in  Richmond,  Va. 

John  R.  Kennedy  (Tenn.  A.^  '69)  is  a  lawyer  at  Tuscaloosa, 
Ala.  We  shall  look  to  him  for  much  good  service  in  behalf  of 
A.  T.  Q. 

G.  L.  H.  Tatum  (Va.  E.^  '75)  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
*'Tatum  &  Sons,"  one  of  the  largest  and  best  houses  in  Mont- 
gomery, Ala.  Bro.  T.  is  one  of  the  most  zealous  of  Alpha  Taus, 
and  no  brother  should  pass  through  his  city  without  calling  on  him. 


TO  CONTRIBUTORS. 

All  matter  intended  for  the  next  (June)  number  must  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  Editor-in-Chief  by  the  tettth  of  May. 

This  will  be  absolutely  necessary  to  insure  the  issue  of  that 
number  in  time  to  reach  the  several  chapters  before  they  adjourn 
for  the  summer  vacation. 
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McNealy  Du  Rose,  Esq.,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 
Rev.  T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
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Virginia  Alpha— Virginia  Military  Institute,  Tjcxington,  Va. 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  (Jorre'^pondent. 
Virginia  Beta — Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexington,  Va. 

E.  M.  Gadsden,  Correspondent. 

Tennessee  Gamma — Columbia,  Tenn.  .  Correspondent. 

Virginia  Delta — University  of  Virginia, 

R.  LINDSAY'  Robertson,  Correspondent. 
Virginia  Phi — Alexandria,  Va.  -  Leonard  Marbury,  Corret<pondent. 
Illinois  Chi— Chicago,  111.  -  -  -  R.  A.  Waf^ler,  Correspondent. 
Maryland  Psi— Baltimore,  Md.  -  -  H.  H.  Hamill.  Correspondent. 
Tennessee  Omega— University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent. 
Virginia  Alpha-Alpha— Richmond,  Va. 

Levin  Joynes,  Correspondent. 
Georgia  Alpha-Beta— University  of  Georgia,  Athens,  Ga. 

J.  T.  Malonk,  Correspondent. 
Louisiana  Alpha-Gamma— University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 

John  Q.  Lovell,  Correspondent. 

Alpha-Delta — Xavier,  Correspondent. 

Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon— Alabama  A.  &  M.  College,  Aubuin,  Ala. 
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•  Deceased,  [over.] 
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Georgia  Alpha-Zeta— Mercer  University,  Macon,  Ga. 

Robert  B.  Barron,  Correspoiident. 

Af-PHA-Eta Correspondent. 

Pennsylvania  Tau— University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

X.  Wiley  Thomas,  Correspondent. 
Kentucky  Mu— Kentucky  Military  Institute,  Farmdale,  Ky. 

Will  F.  Whitehead,  Correspondent. 

State  Alumni  Associations, 

Al^WBama  a  D.  Sayre  (Va.  Epsilon),  Worthy  Master.  Annual  Conven- 
tion. June  iOrli,  1881,  with  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon  Chapter. 

Georgia— J.  T.  West  (Ga.  Alpha-Zeta),  Worthy  Master.  Annual  Conven- 
tion, June  2;)th,  1881.  with  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta  Chapter. 


IDEALS. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  Congress  of  the  AlpJia  Tan  Omega 
Fraternity,  assembled  in  Richmond,  Va.,  October,  iSyy.  By  T.  T. 
Eaton,  D.  D.  (  Va.  Beta). 

No  one  who  thoughtfully  reads  this  Address  can  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  placing  before  him  a  pure  and 
lofty  ideal,  and  then  striving  with  all  his  might  to  reach  it. 

It  is  worthy  to  be  placed  as  a  vade-mecum  in  the  hands  of 
ev^ery  young  person  preparing  for  his  life  task. 

It  will  be  found  a  useful  and  valuable  aid  to  every  conscientious 
teacher  in  his  efforts  to  develop  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his 
pupils  a  true  view  of  life  and  of  its  duties  and  responsibilities.  And 
it  connot  fail  to  benefit  those  of  maturer  age  who  shall  read  it  and 
heed  its  wholesome  teachings. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  this  masterly  address,  an 
Iixtra  Bldition,  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  has  just  been  issued  from 
our  press.  Copies  in  any  quantity  will  be  mailed,  post  free,  on 
receipt  of  the  price. 

Price,  tivelve  cents  a  copy — for  ten  copies  and  over  ten  cents 

per    copy.     The    cash    must    invariably    accompany    the    order. 

Postage  stamps  received  to  the  amount  of  one  dotlar. 

Address, 

Theodore  A.  JoHxNS, 

Manager  A.  T.  SI  Publishing  House, 

No.  3  Governor  St.,  Richmond,  Va. 
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THE  SIGNIFICANCE    OF  DECORATION    DAY    IN 
THE  SOUTH. 

Memorial  day  in  the  South  has  been  observed  this  year  not 
indeed  with  less  enthusiasm  but  with  less  rhetoric  than  ever  be- 
fore. Much  rhetoric  and  more  verses  can  yet  be  spared;  but 
dignified  expression  of  admiration  for  the  dead  and  speeches, 
such  as  one  or  two  of  the  dozens  that  were  delivered  last  month, 
containing  here  and  there  matter  of  thought  for  the  future  as 
well  as  of  the  past,  can  now  hardly  meet  the  disapprobation  of 
any  one.  Never,  even  in  the  first  years  after  the  war,  was  the 
■day  merely  a  day  for  the  expression  of  personal  grief  and  for 
the  nursing  of  ill-will.  The  Southern  people  were  too  proud  to 
mourn  when  they  felt  that  their  personal  loss  was  their  country's 
gain  in  honor.  Many  bitter  tears  of  bereavement  were  shed;  but 
they  were  shed  silently  by  lonely  women.  And  never  was  a  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  old  enemies  encouraged,  or  a  forgetting  of  the 
present  in  the  contemplation  of  the  past ;  and  less  this  year  than 
ever.  But  now,  whatever  individual  sorrow  was  once  felt  is  be- 
come less  keen,  and  whatever  despondency  once  prevailed  has 
given  place  to  healthful  resolve.  But  the  ceremonies  of  the  day's 
observance  continue.  What  is  the  significance?  Is  it  but  a 
mechanical  continuance  of  a  custom  that  a  decade  ago  had  the 
significance  of  a  keener  personal  sorrow  and  of  a  vivider  recol- 
lection of   the  "Lost  Cause"?      When,   in   another  generation, 
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there  are  no  longer  men  living  that  were  comrades  of  the  dead, 
will  their  sons  and  their  sons'  sons  and  daughters  gather  in  May 
to  honor  the  memory  of  their  ancestors?  It  may  be  hazardous 
to  conjecture  on  such  a  point.  In  a  country  like  ours  a  few  years 
bring  many  changes,  and  a  republican  society  is  proverbially 
ungrateful  and  forgetful. 

Politically  the  day  has  no  significance.  Even  political  sophists 
have  ceased  to  draw  conclusions  from  its  observance.  In  several 
places,  the  graves  of  the  Federal  and  Confederate  soldiers  were 
honored  by  the  same  hands.  Political  comparisons  found  no 
place  in  all  the  rhetorical  profusion;  and,  while  the  heroic  havior 
of  the  dead  was  extolled,  no  slurs  were  cast  upon  old  enemies. 
The  most  violent  partizan  can  find  nothing  treasonable  in  these 
speeches,  nothing  hostile  to  anybody  in  these  actions. 

But  its  significance  is  rather  a  social  significance.  The  real 
loss,  and  the  only  real  loss  that  the  war  caused  to  the  South, 
was  a  social  loss.  Its  peculiar  civilization  fell,  because  its  con- 
ditions of  existence  were  taken  away.  The  loss  of  slaves  and  of 
wealth  and  of  men,  and  the  defeat  of  political  principles,  were 
but  incidental.  The  post-bellum  generations  of  Southrons  can- 
not hold  the  exact  political  creed  of  their  fathers;  time  has  made 
changes  necessary.  And  it  is  to  their  credit,  how  readily  they, 
the  most  conservative  of  all  Western  peoples,  have  adapted  them- 
selves to  the  change.  In  spite  of  their  accredited  inertness  and 
servitude  to  traditions,  they  have  in  a  dozen  years  heroically 
accepted  things  as  they  found  them.  Their  fathers  were  honest 
in  their  convictions,  and  brave  in  defending  them.  The  new 
South  would  be  unworthy  of  the  old  South  if  it  thought  other- 
wise,  and  if  it  hesitated  to  declare  such  a  conviction.  But  the 
struggle  was  decided  against  them,  and  that  issue  in  that  form 
was  dead  forever.  A  social  change  was  the  result.  And  what 
is  lefi;  now  is  bravely  to  make  the  most  of  it.  The  way  was  but 
opened  for  a  broader  growth,  as  tardy  as  that  broader  growth 
may  be  in  coming.     The  social  war  had  been  waged  from  colo- 
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nial   times.     Southern   society  had  for  two  hundred  years  ex- 
pressed an  unwiUingness  for  the  family  of  the   Puritans  to  min- 
gle their  Mayflower  creeds  with   their  own.     The   struggle  was 
for  that  social  autonomy  that  they  had  possessed   in  anti-revo- 
lutionary  days.      But  such   an   interpretation   of  the    rights   of 
society  was  by  the  final  struggle  made  impossible.     There  the 
matter  ended.     The  Southern  people  have  shown  as  much  no- 
bility in  accepting  the  result  as  they  showed  in   fighting  against 
its  final  coming.     There  are  now^here  more  truly  loyal  men  to 
the  American  Union   than    those  very  men  that   marched  last 
month  under  the  recollection  of  tattered  Confederate  banners  to 
fire  a   salute  over  their    old   comrades  of   the  camp  and    field. 
The  history  of  recent  politics  proves  it.      For  the  first  time  in 
American  history  there  is  a  real   union  of  the  states.     Let  any 
student  of  our  history  read  the  speeches  of  John  Randolph  and 
of   Tristram    Burgess    in    Congress,  and    how   utterly    peaceful 
and   in  sport   will    seem   the   thrusts   of  our    present    play-day 
knights  compared  with  the  effective  blows  of  those  old  giants. 
Then  the  Southern  people  believed  their  society  purer  than  the 
society   that  was   united   with    them   politically,  and   they  held 
themselves  aloof     They  have  the  same  belief  yet ;  but  the  two 
societies,  so  long  antagonistic,  are  slowly  uniting   sufficiently  to 
learn  useful  lessons  each  from  the  other.     The  work  of  each  was 
for  itself  before.     Now  their  work  is  wider;  and  the  Southern 
men    must   endeavor   to  keep   whatsoever   things  are  pure  and 
lovely  of  their  own  traditions  in  their  own  lives,  and  to  transmit 
them  to,  their  children.     It  is  their  duty  to  conquer  by  the  vic- 
tories of  peace,  and  to  show  that  the  old  plantation,  as  it  was, 
still  is,  and  shall  be  the  nursery  of  a  well-balanced  and  brave 
people — to  do  thus  and  leave  the  far-off  results  to  God. 

The  Puritans  are  for  several  reasons  the  most  wonderful  peo- 
ple in  history;  and  yet  they  have,  as  their  ancestors  had,  a  dan- 
gerous susceptibility  to  religious  fanaticism  and  to  all  the  evils 
that  religious  fanaticism  breeds.     It  is  this  undercurrent  of  Puri- 


194  Acpha   Tan   Omega  Palm. 

tanism — this  that  appeared  two  hundred  years  ago  in  the  burning 
of  witches  and  that  appears  to-day  in  the  deeds  of  an  Adventist, 
and  that  through  all  their  history  has  nurtured  communism  and 
heresies  in  politics  and  religion — that  alone  is  repulsive  to  South- 
ern society.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  the  evils  that  accompany 
the  "  monumental  immobihty"  of  the  South — sloth  and  a  proud 
conservatism,  that  will  not  make  advancement  to  its  own  advan- 
lage — that  excite  the  scorn  and  enmity  of  the  North.  To  unite 
the  best  of  these  two  societies  to  the  extinction  of  the  evils  of 
each  is  the  present  problem  and  perhaps  the  final  problem  of 
our  civilization.  The  South  needs  the  restless  activity  of  New 
England  and  of  the  new  West;  and  the  new  West  and  New 
England  need  the  well-balanced  conservatism  of  the  South.  The 
union  of  these  will  realize  the  hopes  of  the  fathers  of  each  in 
making  us  a  great  and  free  people.  The  labor  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  cavaliers,  then,  is  to  preserve  their  ancestral  spirit,  so 
far  as  it  was  good,  and  to  leaven  the  Western  w^orld  with  their 
conservatism.  They  have  need  to  seek  out  the  old  ways  and 
to  stand  therein,  lest  they  be  led  away  and  the  hopes  of  our  social 
purity  vanish. 

In  the  light  of  these  things,  the  Southern  memorial  day  may 
have  a  useful  significance.  It  is  not  a  repining  at  the  failure  of  the 
Confederacy.  It  is  not  a  wish  for  the  restoration  of  the  old 
South,  with  its  evils  as  well  as  with  its  supreme  blessings,  even 
if  such  a  restoration  were  possible.  For  already  praise  of  the 
deeds  of  the  Revolutionary  heroes  is  mingled  with  praise  of  the 
de^ds  of  Confederate  heroes  ;  and  the  day  has  become  a- day  not 
to  revive  old  enmities,  but  to  get  inspiration  from  old  deeds  of 
valor.  The  heroism  that  dared  fight  bravely  for  a  conviction  is 
the  nourisher  of  a  heroism  that  will  dare  work  bravely  for  a  prin- 
ciple. In  the  last  analysis  all  noble  deeds  have  a  common  origin. 
It  is  only  the  conditions  of  their  doing  that  change,  with  the 
changing  problems  of  generations.  One  of  the  best  hopes  of 
the  American  people,  as  well  as  one  of  its  proudest  memories,  is 
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Southern  statesmanship  and  Southern  society,  wherein  it  had  its 
birth.  The  descendants  of  Scottish  clansmen  are  as  England- 
loving  English  as  the  descendants  of  King  Alfred.  And  Eng- 
land owes  more  to  Scotland  than  she  has  ever  acknowledged. 

The  funeral  oration  of  Pericles  dwelt  more  upon  the  spirit  that 
is  the  source  of  brave  deeds  than  upon  brave  deeds  themselves. 
"  For  the  love  of  honor  alone  is  undecaying."  If  memorial  day  be 
observed  with  a  spirit  that,  while  it  honors  the  dead,  will  catch 
inspiration  from  their  deeds,  remembering  that  the  old  order  has 
changed,  yielding  place  to  new,  it  will  deserve  to  be  made  a  per- 
petual custom.  If  it  fail  of  this,  it  will  deserve  to  be  as  soon 
forgotten  as  the  rhetoric  it  produces.  Its  observance  will,  in  that 
case,  soon  degenerate  into  the  May-day  sport  of  village  maidens 
and  a  tuning-time  for  rustic  reeds.  W.  H.  P. 


THE  PROPER   MANAGEMENT   OF  A   CHi^PTER. 

The  interest  awakened  by  the  efforts  made  to  establish  new 
chapters  of  our  Order  is  much  to  be  commended.  To  increase 
this  fervor  and  to  make  lasting  its  effects,  there  should  be  judi- 
cious management  on  the  part  of  chapter  officers.  The  primal 
mimttice  of  chapter  organization  being  obtained  from  the  proper 
source,  it  is  necessary  to  give  proper  shape  and  direction  to  chap- 
ter movements.  This  it  is  often  difficult  and  perplexing  to  do,. 
The  enthusiasm,  naturally  attendant  upon  the  birth  of  a  chap- 
ter, is  apt  to  develop  hasty  and  injudicious  action,  unless  there 
exists  a  spirit  of  wisdom  among  the  new  recruits.  To  secure,  if 
possible,  a  cautious  reserve  in  the  incipient  stages  of  chapter 
work,  the  suggestions  which  follow  are  offered.  They  are  the 
result  of  careful  observation  on  the  part  of  the  Worthy  Master 
of  a  flourishing  chapter  of  our  Order,  and  may  serve  as  a  guide 
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to  those  whose  experience  in   effective  chapter- management  is 
Hmited. 
•^ '  The  soul  of  a  chapter  is  its  stroigth — its  effective  force  as  a 
/  human  organization.     This  strength   represents  more   than  the 
/  sum  of  the  powers  of  individual  members — it  is  the  unity  of  the 
I    mass  which  secures   the   grand   result.     The  guiding  principle, 
then,  must  be  a  careful  selection   of  strong  material,  which  has 
been  tested  by  community  sentiment  extending  over  a  consider- 
,     able  periodj    This  public  valuation  of  men  must  be  stripped  of 
•^   allnotsy,  interested  demonstrations   of  approval   on   the  part  of 
particular  coteries  and  clans.     It  is  usually  safe  to  trust  implicitly 
to  the  opinion  of  even  one  man,  if  he  is  known  to  be  totally  dis- 
connected with  the  individual,  whose  claims  to  membership  are  to 
be  considered.     It  seems  to  be  a  general  property  of  the  human 
mind  that  it  will  decide  correctly,  unless  swayed  by  some  specific 
condition  in  the  individual  case.     The  writer  has  found  that  this 
method  of  ascertaining  community  sentiment  is  well-nigh  infal- 
lible.    It^s  safe  and  practicable.     Local  valuation  is  a  fair  index 
to  the   general    character   of  a  man,   if   only    true    local    valu- 
ation can  be  ascertained.     And  this  information  can  be  obtained 
with  ease  and  certainty  by  inquiry  of  a  single  element  in  the 
community  whole. 

But  the  endorsement  of  one's  fellow-men  varies  in  degree — 
at  times,  full,  vigorous  and  emphatic;  again,  the  enquiry  elicits  a 
qualified  commendation,  while  often  negative  qualities  only  are 
discerned  by  the  public  mind.  Other  questions  then  naturally 
arise:  What  degree  of  approval  is  necessary?  Where  is  the  line 
to  be  drawn  between  strong  and  weak  material?  The  answer  to 
these  questions  can  be  briefly  given:  Observe  the  individual.  Un- 
less the  approbation  extended  by  associates  is  definite  and  with- 
out reserve,  it  is  best  to  exercise  caution  in  the  selection  of 
members. 

Careful  observation  by  those  of  fair  discernment  will  disclose 
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all  that  is  requisite  for  an  approximate  decision.  A  general  spirit 
of  close  scrutiny  on  the  part  of  all  chapter  members  is  highly 
desirable.  It  should  be  a  conscious,  ever-present  element  in  their 
daily  life  to  observe  closely  those  who  may  be  suggested  for 
membership.  It  is  to  be  seen,  therefore,  that  reliance  can  be 
placed  upon  what  is  usually  termed  "the  fickleness  of  public 
opinion."  In  the  opinion  of  the  writer,  it  is  a  fair  test  of  indi- 
vidual character  and  power;  it  is  the  unconscious  principle 
acting  in  the  mind  of  man  which  shows  that  the  love  of  truth, 
at  least,  is  innate,  even  though  experience  can  explain  the  exist- 
ence of  all  other  ideas.  The  proper  selection  of  material  is  nat- 
urally the  sine  qua  non  of  successful  management.  But  the 
quantity  of  success  can  be  increased  by  the  observance  of  a  few 
rules  which  are  naturally  suggested.  Endeavor  to  develop  the 
element  of  social  union  by  a  chapter  reading-room — a  daily  re7i- 
dezvous  for  kindred  spirits;  cultivate  the  spirit  of  fraternity  zeal 
by  devising  schemes  in  which  all  may  take  part  in  an  effective 
way;  advise,  encourage  and  assist  each  individual  member  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  scholastic  aims.  In  short,  make  the  chap- 
ter-body feel  that  there  courses  in  the  veins  of  each  member  blood 
which  can  animate  the  whole.  This  sympathetic,  enthusiastic 
clement,  properly  developed,  welds  us  into  one  harmonious  mass. 
This  it  is  which  keeps  alive  the  proper  spirit,  and  brings  forth 
the  wished-for  fruits  of  our  Fraternity  life. 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  CHAPTERS. 


PENNSYLVANIA  TAU. 

Editors  Palm: — We  are  now  going  to  put  in  words  our  first 
greeting  as  a  chapter  to  the  Fraternity  at  large,  and,  being  so  very- 
young,  you  must  make  all  the  allowances  for  us  that  you  possibly 
can. 

We  now  number  five  members,  of  whom  two  are  in  the  senior 
class  and  two  are  in  the  freshman  class,  with  one  in  the  sopho- 
more class ;  as  soon  as  things  work  a  little  more  smoothly,  we 
think  we  can  run  the  membership  up  to  perhaps  ten.  There  be- 
ing six  other  Fraternities  here,  of  course  our  chapter  cannot 
grow  with  lightning  rapidity,  and  especially  as  we  have  made  up 
our  minds  to  have  quality  even  at  the  expense  of  quantity. 

There  are  several  openings  in  this  State,  and  as  soon  as  we  are 
chartered  as  the  ''  Propagating"  Chapter  for  this  State,  we  will  try 
our  hand  at  establishing  a  few  chapters,  if  possible. 

All  thanks  are  due  to  the  members  of  the  Pennsylvania  Iota 
Chapter  of  the  PJd  Kappa  Psi  Fraternity  for  their  aid  and  kindness 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Tau.  They  have  helped  us  in  every  possible 
way,  and  any  way  in  which  our  Fraternity  can  favor  them  should 
not  be  neglected. 

The  Fraternity  memberships  at  the  University  are  as  follows : 

Z.  W. — Sigma  Chapter,  15. 

0.  K.  2'.— Alpha  Chapter,  10. 

A.  r.— Delta  Chapter,  14. 

(p.  K.  ?/.— Pa.  Iota  Chapter,  15. 

A.  B.  0. — Sigma  Chapter,  15. 

A.  T.  /^— Pa.  Tau  Chapter,  5. 

B.  6.  n. Chapter,  4. 

These  memberships  do  not  include  any  in  the  Law  or  Medical 
Departments,  but  only  in  the  Department  of  Arts  and  in  the 
Towne  Scientific  School. 

All  of  our  members  are  of  the  "order  of  workers,"  and  I  think 
you  will  find  our  chapter  not  very  far  behind  the  standard,  if  at 
all  so;  of  course  we  are  not  fully  organized  as  yet,  but  still  we 
expect  to  do  some  work  for  the  Fraternity  before  the  end  of  the 
present  College  year. 

The  thing  that  we  most  lament  is  that,  with  the  exception  of 
Bro.  Stokes,  we  do  not  know  a  single  member  of  the  Fraternity 


Letters  froi/i  the  Chapters.  199 

personally ;  but  I  can  promise  that  will  not  be  the  case  long,  as  I 
think  the  present  summer  will  bring  some  of  us  together. 

We  would  all  like  to  know  why  the  Fraternity  does  not  extend 
its  banner  into  Western  States.  This  project  of  propagation 
should  not  be  carried  out  in  only  one  direction,  but  everyivhere, 
and  nearer  home.  Why  have  not  Bethany  College  in  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  Centre  College  in  Danville,  Ky.,  and  Hampden  Sidney 
College  in  Virginia,  chapters  of  our  Fraternity?  This  business 
should  not  be  allowed  to  rest  for  an  instant,  and  the  Fraternity 
should  not  allow  itself  to  go  into  second-rate  colleges,  and  should 
altogether  ignore  the  preparatory  schools. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 

Francis  H.  Easby,  Correspondent. 


ALPHA-ETA. 

Editors  Palm: — This  being  our  first  letter,  we  will  state  that 
our  chapter  was  founded  April  2d,  1881,  under  very  auspicious 
circumstances. 

At  present  we  number  ten.  Since  our  organization  we  have 
initiated  six  very  influential  men,  and  it  would  afford  us  much 
pleasure  to  name  them,  but  as  ours  is  a  sub-rosa  chapter  it  would 
not  be  safe.  Application  has  been  made  by  our  Worthy  Master 
to  initiate  two  more  men.  There  are  five  seniors  in  our  chapter, 
all  of  whom  leave  this  session;  and  we  are  glad  to  state  that  they 
are  enthusiastic  Alpha  Taus  and  will  do  their  utmost  to  advance 
the  cause  of  our  beloved  Fraternity  in  whatever  field  they  may 
enter.  Although  these  five  will  be  a  loss  to  our  chapter,  still  we 
are  confident  that  the  chapter  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  men  who 
are  ready  and  willing  to  assume  the  full  responsibility  of  carry- 
ing on  the  good  work.  We  are  more  than  pleased  to  know  that 
our  brothers  have  succeeded  in  establishing  one  chapter  in  the 
North,  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  the  good  work  may  go  on. 

Our  institution  i.s  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  the  out- 
look is  quite  flattering.  At  present  it  numbers  200  students,  and 
ours  is  the  only  Fraternity  in  it ;  so  you  see  we  have  no  lack  of 
good  material.  Our  last  catalogue  contained  the  names  of  200 
students  with  patronage  bounded  on  the  north  by  Massachusetts 
and  Wisconsin,  and  on  the  south  by  Texas  and  Florida.  We 
hope  that  this  chapter  will  be  the  means  of  establishing  many 
other  chapters  in  Northern  institutions  of  learning. 

A  few  days  since  one  of  our  members  was  awarded  a  gold 
medal,  which  was  richly  earned  by  him  in  the  annual  joint  debate 
between  the  two  Literary  Societies. 
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We  are  living  in  hopes  that  sometime  in  the  future  our  chap- 
ter will  'be  recognized  by  the  authorities,  but  we  deem  it  unwise 

to  consult  them  on  the  subject  until  our  sister  chapter,  the 

Alpha-Delta,  is  recognized,  which  we  think  will   lead  to  our  re- 
cognition. 

We  look  forward  with  great  interest  to  the  next  issue  of  the 
Palm — first,  because  it  is  always  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  us 
to  read  the  letters  from  our  sister  chapters ;  secondly,  because  we 
are  anxious  to  know  what  progress  our  Fraternity  is  making ; 
and  lastly,  because  we  are  always  glad  to  hear  from  Bro.  Ander- 
son, either  officially  or  otherwise. 

The Alpha-Eta  sends  greeting  to  her  sister  chapters, 

and  would  be  pleased  to  hear  from  any  brother  who  feels  disposed 
to  enter  into  a  correspondence. 

May  God,  the  Supreme  Grand  Master,  in  His  loving  kindness, 
bless  this  organization  and  the  labor  of  its  members. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 


Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA  DELTA. 


Editors  Pahn:— Owing  to  the  sickness  of  our  regular  cor- 
respondent, Brother  R.  L.  Robertson,  I  find  myself  called  upon 
to  write  the  letter  from  this  chapter  for  your  next  issue,  and  hope 
that  you  will  therefore  excuse  the  many  imperfections  that  you 
will  find  in  this  letter,  as  I  have  not  had  time  to  collect  any  in- 
formation that  would  be  of  interest  to  your  readers.  As  this  is 
the  last  issue  of  the  Palm  that  will  come  out  during  the  present 
.session,  I  think  it  would  not  be  amiss  to  give  you  a  brief  sketch 
of  the  Virginia  Delta  for  the  session  of  1 880-81.  At  the  close 
of  last  session  we  considered  that  our  prospects  were  very  bright 
for  a  good  chapter  this  year,  and  the  result,  I  am  glad  to 
say,  has  substantiated  our  hopes.  At  the  opening  of  the  year 
there  were  ten  Alpha  Taus  enrolled  on  the  books  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  we  immediately  put  ourselves  to  work  to  select  new 
men  from  the  ranks  of  those  who  were,  as  yet,  without  the  pale 
of  Fraternity  influence.  Of  course  we  were  constantly  meeting 
with  representatives  of  other  fraternities,  who  were  also  sifting  the 
new  men,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called  here,  were  "twigging," 
and  those  who  have  not  been  here  have  no  idea  how  large  the 
army  of  "twiggers"  is.  It  could  not  be  otherwise,  seeing  that 
there  are  sixteen  fraternities  represented  here,  all  of  whom,  to  a 
:great  extent,  keep  their  ranks   filled   up  from   the   new  men.     I 
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•Avould  not  have  you  think  that  we  met  with  success  in  every  man 
we  approached  on  the  subject,  for  that  is  not  to  be  expected,  but 
o'ur  failures  are  few  and  far  between.  We  were  very  careful  in 
our  selections  and  did  not  approach  a  single  man  until  we  were 
fully  satisfied  that  he  was  qualified  to  be  a  worthy  member  of 
A.  T.  12.  By  Christmas  we  had  taken  in  three  new  members  : 
W.  W.  Owens,  Savannah,  Ga. ;  John  Mallory,  Richmond,  Va. ; 
and  Robert  Robertson,  Danville,  Va.  Since  our  last  letter  we 
have  initiated  Brother  Harry  C.  Ficklen,  of  Danville,  Va.  This 
makes  our  total  number  of  members  for  the  session  fourteen, 
which  is  an  increase  of  four  over  last  session.  We  have  a  very 
high  stand  at  the  University  and  all  our  efforts  shall  tend  to  keep 
the  position  we  have  already  won.  Our  prospects  for  next  ses- 
sion, I  am  happy  to  state,  are  even  brighter  than  we  expected. 
Eleven  of  our  present  number  will  return,  and  without  counting 
on  any  others  coming  from  our  sister  chapters,  we  can  safely 
rely  on  having  fifteen  men  on  our  roll  next  session.  While  we 
are  thus  looking  at  the  present  and  future  of  the  chapter,  let  us 
also  take  a  glimpse  of  the  past,  for  it  is  from  the  past  that  we 
gather  those  data  by  means  of  which  we  are  able  to  read  the 
present  and  predict  the  future.  This  chapter  was  established  on 
the  25th  of  November,  1868,  and  has  had  since  its  establishment 
102  members.  Of  these  seventy-three  were  initiates,  and  twenty- 
nine  came  from  other  chapters.  Our  alumni  are  to  be  found  in 
all  the  walks  of  life.  Look  where  you  will,  at  the  pulpit  or  the 
bar,  at  the  bedside  of  the  sick  or  in  the  halls  of  science,  amid 
the  smoke  of  manufactories,  or  in  the  more  quiet  pursuits 
of  business  life,  there  has  Virginia  Delta  sent  her  sons  and  there 
she  is  worthily  represented.  Can  we  doubt  then  that,  with 
such  a  past  and  present,  she  should  confidently  look  forward 
to  a  still  more  glorious  future?  We  have  just  perfected  our  ar- 
rangements for  securing  a  permanent  Hall,  and  have  leased  two 
very  good  rooms  for  that  purpose.  The  lease  holds  good 
for  five  years  from  the  first  of  last  month  (May),  with  the 
right  to  renew  it  at  the  expiration  of  that  period,  if  we  desire  it. 
We  are  having  some  improvements  made  in  the  rooms  and  hope 
to  be  able  to  get  into  them  in  time  for  the  first  meeting  of  the 
A.  T.  SJ.  State  Alumni  Association  of  Virginia,  which  will  be 
held  here  on  the  27th  of  this  month.  We  had  a  very  pleasant 
visit  from  Brother  W.  B.  Bowles  (Va.  Epsilon,  '73)  ^  ^ew  days 
ago,  and  hope  he  will  repeat  his  visit  at  no  very  distant  day.  He 
is  looking  just  as  hale  and  hearty  as  he  did  when  we  last  saw  him 
four  years  ago,  but  has  acquired  such  a  flowing  moustache  that 
we  hardly  recognized  him.     We  received  a  letter  some  time  ago 
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from  Brother  A.  L.  Hamilton,  '70,  asking  us  to  send  him  the 
Palm.  He  is  engaged  very  extensively  in  the  cattle  business- 
and  his  field  of  operations  extends  from  Kentucky  to  Colorado. 
We  were  delighted  to  hpar  of  the  re-establishment  of  Ken- 
tucky Mu,  and  of  the  organization  of  the  other  two  new  chap- 
ters, and  we  extend  to  them  our  heartiest  congratulations  and 
sincerest  good  wishes  for  their  success. 

Hoping  that  the  Palm  will   sail  safely  through   the  troubles 
which  encompass  it,  I  am. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  IJ., 

J.  Randolph  Anderson,  Correspondent,  p.  t. 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-ZETA. 

Editors  Palm: — As  the  time  has  once  more  arrived  for  me  to 
contribute  something  to  the  Palm,  I  do  so  feeling  my  inability  to 
say  anything  that  will  serve  to  interest  its  readers,  but  I  sincerely 
hope  they  will  forgive  my  feeble  effort,  although  I  will  at  least 
please  them  in  one  respect — I  will  be  brief,  and  every  one  knows 
that  "brevity  is  the  soul  of  wit." 

Our  chapter  is  moving  along  finely — as  well  as  could  possibly 
be  expected.  VVe  have  initiated  no  new  members  since  our  last 
letter  to  the  Palm;  on  the  contrary,  we  have  lost  one  of  our  very 
best  men — Bro.  J.  E.  Powell — by  his  leaving  College.  We  are 
all  very  anxious  for  him  to  return  next  fall,  and  he  promised  to 
do  so. 

We  have  passed  a  resolution  instructing  our  Worthy  Keeper 
of  Annals  to  carry  on  a  monthly  correspondence  with  the  other 
chapters  of  our  Fraternity,  from  which  we  expect  to  derive  much 
benefit. 

The  Georgia  State  Association  will  not  meet  in  Macon  on  the 
25th  of  June,  as  you  stated  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Palm,  but  on 
the  eighteentli ;  please  make  this  correction.  All  Alpha  Taus 
who  can  possibly  do  so  are  cordially  invited  to  be  present;  and 
there  is  no  doubt  about  the  Georgia  Alpha- Zeta  doing  all  in  their 
power  to  make  their  sojourn  with  us  pleasant.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  we  will  have  a  large  attendance,  as  we  expect  this  Associa- 
tion to  be  an  instrument  for  the  accomplishment  of  much  good. 

We  are  very  much  gratified  to  see  that  the  good  work  is  being 
pushed  forward,  and  that  several  new  chapters  have  been  recently 
established.  Whenever  you  need  help  from  the  Georgia  Alpha- 
Zeta  in  such  work  as  this,  or  in  any  other  kind,  do  hot  hesitate 
to  call  on  us,  for  we  are  always  ready  to  do  anything  that  will 
tend  to  the  promotion  of  our  noble  Brotherhood. 

Yours  in  //.   T.  il.,        Robt.  B.  Barron,  Correspondent. 
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VIRGINIA  ALPHA. 

Editors  Palm: — Like  Faustus,  I  have  prayed  the  ever-moving 
spheres  of  heaven  to  stand  still,  that  time  might  cease  and  mid- 
night never  come;  but  the  earth  still  moves,  4he  loth  of  May  will 
come,  and  I  must  write  my  chapter  letter.  I  do  not  object  to 
writing  under  favorable  circumstances;  but  there  is  such  a  dearth 
of  news  in  this  place  that  the  writing  of  a  news  letter  is  by  no 
means  an  easy  task. 

In  regard  to  the  workings  of  the  chapter,  there  is  nothing  to 
be  said,  for  we  have  done  all  that  we  could  do.    . 

I  received  a  letter  from  Bro.  Weber,  of  the  Tennessee  Omega, 
in  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  correspondence  between  the 
chapters.  I  do  not  seethe  necessity  of  such  correspondence  now 
that  we  have  the  Pahn  as  a  medium  of  communication  between 
the  different  chapters,  and  I  think  if  the  brothers  will  read  the 
chapter  letters  they  can  easily  keep  informed  on  all  matters  of 
interest  to  the  Fraternity. 

We  had  quite  a  surprise  some  weeks  ago.  Off  to  the  south- 
east of  the  town  was  heard  what  sounded  like  the  thunders  of 
artillery.  Some  individual,  a  little  ahead  of  the  average  Lexing- 
tonian,  immediately  started  the  report  that  the  "Yankees  were 
coming."  The  Home  Guards  turned  out,  and  everything  was 
done  to  give  the  enemy  a  warm  reception.  On  the  stern-set 
faces  of  every  man  whom  you  met  was  written  the  determination 
to  sell  his  life  dearly.  After  sitting  on  the  ragged  edge  of  sus- 
pense for  some  time,  a  courier  came  thundering  down  the  street 
on  a  foam-flecked  steed  bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  war  was 
over,  and  that  the  sounds  which  had  been  mistaken  for  artillery- 
firing  were  only  the  blasting  of  some  enter pi'ising  railroad  men  who 
are  endeavoring  to  connect  Lexington  with  the  outside  world. 

It  was  some  time  before  the  truth  could  be  realized,  but  at  no 
distant  day  Lexington  will  have  a  railroad,  and  perhaps  it  will  not 
then  be  dangerous  to  insinuate  that  there  is  something  new  about 
Lexmgton. 

You  ask  for  Bro.  Smith  Caruthers'  address.  He  is  practising 
Jaw  at  Arrow  Rock,  Saline  county,  Mo. 

1  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  anything  against  the  beauty  (?)  of  the 
"Missouri  Backwoodsman's"  handsome  fellows,  but  would  just 
like  to  ask  him  if  there  is  anything  in  the  atmosphere  of  Missouri 
to  change  an  itgly  man  into  a  handsome  one.  He  mentioned  so 
few  ugly  ones  that  I  thought  he  intended  to  treat  them  with  the 
silence  that  ugly  men  are  said  to  deserve,  but  I  was  informed  that 
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some  of  his  handsome  fellows  were  considered  rather  otherwise 
in  this  part  of  the  world.  If  there  is  anything  in  the  atmosphere 
that  brings  about  the  change,  several  of  us  would  like  to  "go 
West." 

Yours  in  ./.   T.  /^., 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  Correspondent. 


ALPHA-DELTA. 


Editors  Palm: — The  turn  of  time  again  brings  the  very  pleas- 
ant duty  allotted  me  by  my  chapter,  and  I  seat  myself  to  render 
unto  you  an  account  of  our  stewardship  of  the  .7.  7'.  il.  cause. 
When  we  wrote  our  former  letter,  we  apprehended  that  the  suc- 
ceeding one  was  to  be  barren  of  interesting  information,  for  our 
year's  labors  and  pleasures  were  soon  to  be  terminated  by  the 
close  of  the  session. 

Energy,  however,  cannot  become  inactive,  and  I  am  happy  to 
be  able  to  report  the  prosperity  and  improvement  of  our  chap- 
ter, and  some  little  service  in  behalf  of  our  beloved  Order.  Our 
number  has  recently  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  three 
brothers,  and,  while  we  shall  ever  observe  discretion  and  pru- 
dence in  the  election  of  members,  we  hope  to  extend  our  mem- 
bership to  double  its  present  limits  during  the  succeeding  ses- 
sion. 

As  you  know,  we  have  been  forced  heretofore  to  limit  our 
number  because  of  the  disadvantages  attending  our  situation  ; 
but  we  propose  now  to  proceed  to  prepare  for  the  full  enjoyment 
of  our  pleasures — tempered,  however,  by  a  proper  degree  of 
precaution. 

Every  member  of  the  chapter  is  infused  with  enthusiasm  and 
energy,  and  inspired  with  almost  extravagant  hope  and  confidence 
in  the  coming  triumph  of  our  Fraternity.  And  shall  they  be 
disappointed  ?  Will  they  have  overestimated  the  result  of  the 
Fraternity's  labor?  I  think  not.  For  how  may  even  the  most 
excessive  zeal,  linked  with  corresponding  vigor,  be  disappointed, 
even  in  its  most  extravagant  anticipation?  We  are  greatly  en- 
couraged by  the  interest  that  is  manifested  by  our  alumni  brothers 
in  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity;  it  betokens  the  continued  pros- 
perity of  our  Order.  It  indicates  that  they  retain  a  deep-rooted 
affection  for  the  Fraternity,  and  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of 
the  sacredness  of  our  fraternal  bonds. 

This  chapter  received  a  warm  letter  from  the  Tennessee  Omega 
a  few  days  ago,  asking  us  to  enter  into  a  regular  monthly  cor- 
respondence with  them.  To  this  we  gladly  responded,  and  at 
the  following  meeting  of  our  chapter  adopted  this  resolution: 
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"Whereas,  in  our  opinion,  nothing  is  more  essential  to  the 
prosperity  of  our  Fraternity  than  a  closely  knit  brotherhood, 
whereby  our  principles  may  be  firmly  implanted,  a  deep-rooted 
affection  instilled,  and  an  intense  enthusiasm  diffused  throughout 
our  Order,  therefore,  be  it  resolved, 

"  I.  That  this  chapter  establish  a  monthly  correspondence  with 
each  of  the  chapters  of  the  Fraternity. 

**  2.  That  nothing  herein  shall  be  understood  as  lightly  esteem- 
ing the  labors  of  the  Palm^  for  nothing,  in  our  opinion,  could  be 
more  unmerited;  but  is  intended  to  secure  a  more  personal  and 
intimate  relation  than  can  be  otherwise  effected." 

We  congratulate,  and  thank  Tennessee  Omega  for  the  idea. 

We  wrote  to-day  to  Brother  Lamar  for  a  copy  of  the  By-laws 
of  the  Alumni  Association  of  Alabama,  and  have  directed  our 
members  to  consult  with  brothers  in  various  parts  of  the  State, 
during  the  vacation,  in  regard  to  the  subject.  We  wish  to  be 
second  to  Alabama.  Which  State  will  outstrip  us  ?  Let  every 
State  organize — this  only  can  perfect  our  organization. 

We  must  beg  the  indulgence  of  the  Editors  for  thus  digress- 
ing, but  we  will  try  not  to  offend  again.  Let  the  High  Council 
look  to  this  State  and  see  if  there  are  any  institutions  at  which 
we  would  be  pleased  to  have  chapters.  We  think  there  is  one ; 
and  any  member  of  our  chapter  would  be  glad  to  perform  the 
work. 

I  cannot  close  without  expressing  my  joy  at  the  establishment 
of  the  Northern  chapter. 

There's  where  we  must  make  our  fight. 
Yours  in  ./.  7'.  X?., 

Xavier,  Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA  BETA. 

Editors  Palm: — Being  notified  by  the  indefatigable  Editor-in- 
Chief  that  he  is  waiting  for  a  letter  from  the  Virginia  Beta  for  the 
fourth  number  of  the  Falm,  the  duty  of  complying  with  his 
request  devolves  upon  me. 

Since  my  last  we  have  received  several  communications  from 
other  chapters  in  the  nature  of "  monthly  letters."  Now,  with 
all  due  deference  to  the  opinion  and  zeal  of  Tennessee  Omega, 
who,  we  are  informed,  first  conceived  and  acted  upon  this  plan  of 
keeping  up  a  monthly  correspondence  with  each  and  every  chap- 
ter of  the  Fraternity,  we  think  they  are  thereby  doing  away  with 
one  of  the  prime  objects  of  our  Journal,  which  is  to  furnish  a 
medium  of  communication  between  the  several  chapters.     If  we  are 
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to  write  a  letter  each  month  to  all  our  sister  chapters,  where  is 
the  necessity  of  writting  a  "  Chapter  Letter  "  for  each  issue  of  the 
Pahn  ?  Will  you  not  in  fact  destroy  the  need — nay,  the  existence 
— of  this  feature  of  our  Journal  ? 

The  question  naturally  presents  itself,  Why  burden  the  Palm 
with  long  letters,  containing  information  and  all  such  matter, 
which  they  should  contain,  when  we  have  already  by  a  monthly 
letter  given  such  information?  Further,  if  our  chapters  continue 
to  increase  as  they  have  done  in  the  last  year — which  we  have 
every  reason  to  expect — will  not  your  plan  become,  from  the 
great  number  of  chapters,  almost  impracticable,  or  else  be  not 
fully  carried  out?  These,  and  other  questions  which  might  be 
suggested,  have  influenced  us  in  not  following  the  lead  of  Ten- 
nessee Omega  in  this  direction,  and  I  mention  them  in  this  letter 
by  way  of  excuse  for  our  conduct  towards  our  sister  chapters  who 
have  honored  us  with  letters  in  the  last  two  months,  that  they 
may  not  think  it  discourteous  on  our  part  in  not  replying  to 
them. 

Their  letters  have  been  received  and  read  with  the  deepest  in- 
terest. We  do  not  wish  to  bind  them  to  our  views  in  this  mat- 
ter. We  think  the  plan  a  capital  one  when  the  opinions  of  the 
different  chapters  are  desired  on  some  important  matter,  which 
may  be  of  general  interest  to  the  whole  Fraternity,  if  we  did  not 
have  the  Palm — in  other  words,  when  there  is  a  necessity  for 
direct  communication.  But  with  the  Palm  in  its  present  shape 
and  prosperity,  we  do  not  feel  that  necessity.  But  perhaps  I  am 
taking  up  more  space  in  your  valuable  Journal  than  I  am  entitled 
to. 

About  a  month  since  we  initiated  Bro.  R.  E.  Frierson,  of  South 
Carolina,  bringing  our  present  number  up  to  four.  Three  of  us 
expect  to  return  next  session,  and  are  determined,  if  possible,  to 
build  up  the  old  Beta. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  present  members : 

Thos.  Barrett,  Augusta,  Ga.;  ff.  D.  Campbell,  Lexington,  Va.; 
R.  E.  Frierson,  Abbeville,  S.  C;  E.  M.  Gadsden,  Eutawville, 
S.  C. 

Bro.  J.  F.  Robertson,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  with  us  not  long 
since.  He  reports  the  prospect  for  the  establishment  of  chapters 
in  South  Carolina  as  very  good.  We  are  also  to  have  ere  long  a 
State  Association  there.  Will  you  be  kind  enough  in  your  next 
issue  to  define  the  object  and  powers  of  our  "State  Associa- 
tions"? 

Yours  in  A.  T.  j2., 

E.  M.  Gadsden,  Correspondent. 
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ALABAMA  ALPHA-EPSILON. 

Editors  Fabn: — Again  we  hail  with  delight  the  presence  of 
the  Pabn. 

The  Pabn  and  its  editors  need  no  commendation,  at  least,  at 
my  hands.  I  expressed  myself  (in  the  superlative  degree)  with 
reference  to  its  worth  in  the  first  issue,  hence  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  speak  in  its  praise.  It  is  universally  conceded  to  be 
the  best  Fraternity  Journal  in  existence.     Now  for  chapter  news. 

Everything  is  quiet  dind  flourishing.  The  good  old  Alpha  Tau 
banner  still  floats  triumphantly  over  all.  That  is  her  position, 
and  the  brothers  are  heroic  in  maintaining  it. 

Out  of  eight  speakers  from  our  Junior  Class  for  Commence- 
ment, five  are  Alpha  Taus.  Hurrah  for  Alabama  A.  E. !  Who 
can  excel  us  with  such  competition  ?  In  the  other  classes  we 
are  certain  to  share  the  honors.  Still,  it  being  the  characteristic 
of  all  Alpha  Taus,  we  exult  not  over  the  downfall  or  misfortunes 
of  our  rivals,  but  prefer  rendering  them  all  necessary  aid  in  their 
afflictions. 

The  graduating  class  this  year  numbers  fifteen,  from  which  six 
Alpha  Taus  are  to  step  forth  upon  the  broad  arena,  and  battle 
with  the  stern  realities  of  life.  Although  we,  the  First  Class  or 
Senior  Alpha  Taus,  are  to  leave  soon,  yet  we  are  not  at  all  un- 
easy, for  we  shall  leave  nine  able  to  propagate  our  lofty  principles. 

While  writing  this  chapter-letter  the  fact  looms  up  before  m.e 
that  it  is  my  last.  Soon  the  sweet  Alpha  Tau  companionship 
which  has  existed  so  long  between  us  is  to  be  interrupted.  Can 
we  forget  those  halcyon  days?  Is  it  possible  that  these  precious 
memories  will  no  longer  exist  after  we  leave  our  chapter  and 
Alma  Mater?  No,  a  thousand  times  no.  Having  been  bap- 
tized by  these  hallowed  influences  for  more  than  two  years,  and 
having  absorbed  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  principles,  these  memo- 
ries will  remain  entwined  about  our  hearts,  so  long  as  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  has  a  follower  or  friendship  an  admirer. 

Although,  as  stated  above,  we  are  soon  to  quit  these  quiet 
walks,  and  mingle  with  the  world,  yet  we  shall  ever  be  posted  as 
to  the  work  and  progress  of  our  Fraternity,  so  long  as  the  Pabn 
shall  continue  to  flourish,  for  it  will  be  the  medium  of  our  com- 
munication. 

Now,  saluting  all  Alpha  Taus,  and  especially  the  Correspond- 
ents of  chapters,  I  drop  the  quill  of  the  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon. 
Yours  in  A,  T.  Q., 

A.  J.  Mitchell,  Correspondent. 
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[From  C.  R.  Bkeckinridoe  (Va.  Beta,  '67),  Cotton  Factor,  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.] 

My  Dear  Brother: — Your  kind  favor  of  the  9th  ult.  reached 
me  at  Memphis,  where  I  was  detained  some  time  by  the  illness 
of  my  wife.  I  observe  that  my  residence  is  placed  at  Lexington, 
Ky.  Please  correct  the  record  and  place  me  at  this  point.  In, 
the  press  of  business  it  is  difficult  for  me  to  comply  with  your 
request  to  write  something  for  the  Palm — something  for  publica- 
tion about  myself,  &c.  I  appreciate  that  fraternal  spirit  which 
gives  life  to  our  Order,  and  sustains  a  Journal  in  our  Fraternity. 
I  write  you,  therefore,  only  a  friendly  letter,  and  leave  you  to 
make  such  use  of  it,  in  whole  or  in  part,  as  may  serve  your  pur- 
poses. 

As  for  myself,  after  leaving  College  with  impaired  eyes  and 
health,  I  planted  for  two  years  upon  property  in  this  vicinity. 
Disliking  that  life,  I  moved  to.  New  Orleans  and  engaged  in  the 
cotton  factorage  business.  After  six  years,  my  interests  here  re- 
quired closer  attention,  and  I  took  up  my  residence  in  this  town. 
I  continue  in  the  same  business,  a  little  extended  in  scope  to  such 
adjuncts  as  naturally  arise,  maintaining  connections  in  the  larger 
cities.  In  '76  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  get  married,  and  we 
have  a  manly  boy  and  lovely  daughter  to  show  old  friends  who 
may  cross  our  path.  This,  then,  is  all  of  moment  in  my  life  of 
ten  or  eleven  years  since  leaving  Washington  College  and  Old 
Virginia.  My  affection  for  the  old  associations  is  unchanged. 
We  are  building  up  a  great  country  in  the  Southwest,  and  those 
of  us  who  came  battered  out  of  the  Confederacy  are  seeking  the 
ways  of  everlasting  peace  and  trying  to  renew  those  foundations 
of  our  families  which  the  war  impaired  or  destroyed. 

In  regard  to  my  appointment  as  Alternate  Orator  at  the  next 
Congress  of  our  Order,  I  must  say  that  while  deeply  appreciating 
the  honor,  yet  it  is  doubtful  whether  I  can  attend  the  meeting, 
and  it  is  certain  that  I  cannot  be  relied  upon  to  do  anything  as  an 
orator.  Distance  and  business  engagements  are  hindrances  that 
I  cannot  hope  to  sufficiently  overcome  to  be  relied  upon  for  the 
contingent  duties  of  the  occasion. 

With  affectionate  regards, 

I  am  fraternally  yours, 

C.  R.  Breckinridge. 
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[From  Hon.  James  W.  Maksuall  (Va.  Eta,  '67),  Lawyer,  New  Castle,  Va.] 

Dear  Bi'vther: — Enclosed  please  find  ^^i,  my  subscription  to  the 
Palm.     It  is  a  perfect  gem  of  the  kind. 

I  will  be  in  your  delightful  city  within  the  next  fortnight,  and 
will  then  see  you  as  to  card. 

Believe  me,  with  sentiments  of  high  personal  esteem,  to  remain, 
Fraternally  yours, 

Jas.  W.  Marshall. 


[From  M.  H.  McOlintic  (V.i.  Epsilon,  'TO),  Merchant,  Warm  Springs,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Your  postal  of  the  lOth  came  to  hand  a  i^v^ 
days  ago  and  I  have  not  had  time  to  answer  until  now ;  you  will 
please  find  five  dollars  to  go  to  the  amount  that  you  are  needing 
to  defray  expenses  of  the  Pabn  this  year.  I  like  the  Falm  very 
much,  and  think  the  Fraternity  can  and  will  certainly  sustain  it 
if  the  address  of  the  members  can  be  obtained.  The  last  time 
I  heard  of  the  Virginia  Epsilon  brothers  of  1871,  R.  S.  Turk 
was  at  Huntersville,  West  Va. ;  W.  A.  Turk  at  Raleigh,  N.  C. ; 
R.  F.  Davis  in  United  States  navy  as  surgeon;  T.  D.  Griffin  in 
United  States  navy;  Frank  Mix,  New  Orleans,  La.;  R.  B.  Camp- 
bell, lawyer.  Canton,  Miss.;  James  H.  Kemp,  Charleston,  S.  C. ; 
J.  L.  Gleaves,  Smythe  county  (Marion  P.  O.,  I  think).  I  suppose 
you  have  the  address  of  more  of  the  members  that  year  than  I 
have. 

I  regret  very  much  to  think  that  our  old  chapter  has  been 
allowed  to  go  down  and  be  numbered  with  the  things  that  were, 
unless  it  was  on  account  of  suitable  material  to  keep  it  up  to 
what  it  should  be  and  maintain  the  standard  of  the  other  chap- 
ters. This  letter  is  not  for  publication,  as  I  have  not  time  to 
write  it  as  it  should  be  written,  for  my  business  is  pushing  me 
just  at  this  time. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success  with  the  Falm  as  well 
as  in  other  ways,  I  remain, 

Fraternally  yours,  &c., 

M.  H.  McClintic. 


[From  W.  B.  McChesney  (Va.  Beta,  '66),  Harrisonburg,  Va.] 

Dear  Brothers : — Your  postal  card  and  copy  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Palm,  only  reached  me  a  day  or  two  ago,  as  I  no  longer 
live  in  Staunton.     Enclosed  you  will   find   ;^i,   for  which  please 
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send  me  the  Falm.     Wishing  you  the  greatest  success  in  your 
undertaking,  I  remain, 

Yours  fraternally, 

W.  B.  McChesney. 

Jno.  T.  IMcChesney,  Minneapolis,  Minnesota,  care  of  E.  E. 
Beardsley. 

The  above  is  my  brother's  address,  which  you  asked  for,  and 
which  I  came  near  overlooking.  W.  B.  McC. 


From  J,  A.  Barksdalb  (N.  C.  Xi,  '72),  Clerk  Chancery  Court,  Yazoo  City,  Miss.] 

Dear  BrotJier  Anderson: — Your  postal  of  the  loth  inst.  is  to 
hand  and  I  remit  herewith  $2,  which  I  truly  hope  will,  with  other 
contributions,  give  you  the  needed  aid.  I  look  upon  the  Falm 
as  a  great  aid  to  our  Fraternity,  if  not  an  absolute  necessity,  and 
its  failure  would  bring  regret  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  feel  an  in- 
terest in  the  Fraternity. 

The  Palm  is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  and  profit  to  me,  and 
your  labor  of  love  is  highly  appreciated.  I  feel  assured  that  our 
brothers  will  respond  to  your  appeal  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
enable  you  to  continue  the  good  work. 

Hoping  to  receive  the  Palm  regularly,  and,  with  all  my  heart, 
wishing  you  entire  success  in  your  undertaking,  I  am, 
Yours  in  ./.   7'.  ii., 

J.  A.  Barksdale. 


I  From  L.  M.  Eldek  (Va.  Delta,  'T2),  and  J.  W.  Flder,  Jr.  (Tenn.  Pi,  '72),  Partners  In  Law, 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.] 

Dear  Brothers : — You  will  please  find  enclosed  three  dollars, 
the  same  being  price  of  Palm  and  insertion  of  our  card  for  one 
year.  We  are  well  pleased  with  the  Palm,  and  wish  you  much 
success  in  carrying  it  on.  No  doubt  you  will  often  become  dis- 
couraged in  your  work,  but  we  hope  that  your  labors  may  meet 
with  abundant  success. 

Fraternally  yours,  &c.. 

Elder  &  Elder. 


[From  Rev.  II.  B.  Lee  (Va.  Beta,  '71),  Rector  Leeds  Episcopal  Church,  Markham  Station,  Va.] 

My  Dear  Brothers: — Your  appeal  came  while  I  was  away  from 
home.  I  send  herewith  the  amount  of  my  subscription.  I  only 
wish  I  could  send  ten  times  the  amount,  for  I  shall  be  truly 
grieved  if  the  Palm  should  so  soon  come  to  grief     Rest  assured. 
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my  dear  Brother,  that  if  I  can  help  meet  your  h'abilities  I  will, 
without  fail,  do  so.  I  will  not  be  able  to  do  more  than  send 
what  I  owe  at  present. 

In  great  haste,  very  truly  yours, 

H.  B.  Lee. 


[From  J.  S.  N.  Davis,  Jr.  (Ala.  Alplia-Epsilou,  '79),  Gold  Hill,  Ala.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Your  card  soliciting  aid  for  the  Pabii  was  re- 
ceived a  week  ago,  and  I  would  have  answered  immediately  had 
I  not  thought  that  I  would  have  visited  a  postoffice  that  issued 
money  orders  or  registered  letters  ere  this.  The  Palm^  as  I  con- 
sider it,  is  essential  to  the  growth  of  our  beloved  Order,  and 
surely  every  Alpha  Tau  will  rally  to  its  support.  At  present,  I 
can  send  only  ^i  (one  dollar),  but  I  send  that  cheerfully.  I  live 
eight  miles  from  a  money  order  office,  and  can't  send  it  by  this 
mail,  but  will  do  so  as  soon  as  I  can. 

Hoping  that  you  will  raise  the  necessary  funds,  and  that  the 
Palm  will  ever  wave,  I  am, 

Yours  truly  and  fraternally, 

J.  S.  N.  Davis,  Jr. 


[From  Dr.  C.  W.  Kollock  (Va.  Alpha,  73),  Cheraw,  S.  C] 

Dear  Brother : — Your  letter  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a 
chapter  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  reached  me  a  few  days 
before  leaving  Philadelphia.  I  am  sorry  I  was  unable  to  do  any- 
thing, but  my  stay  there  was  too  short,  and,  besides,  I  had  not 
a  single  acquaintance  in  the  Department  of  Art  and  Science. 
There  are  no  Secret  Fraternities  in  the  Medical  Department,  and 
I  am  quite  sure  that  they  would  not  prove  a  success  in  this  De- 
partment. I  suppose  though  that  you  meant  more  particularly 
the  other  Departments.  I  see  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Palm  that 
a  chapter  has  been  established  at  the  University,  and  I  sincerely 
hope  it  may  flourish.  I  shall  return  to  Philadelphia  in  the  fall  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  a  resident  physician  in  the  Philadelphia 
Hospital  for  one  year.  I  will  do  all  that  is  in  my  power  to 
promote  the  interests  of  this  new  chapter.  Until  September  I 
shall  practice  in  Cheraw. 

Will  you  not  inquire  as  to  the  whereabouts  of  Brother  W.  T. 
Braswell,  of  Whitaker's,  N.  C,  in  the  next  issue  of  the  Palm? 
I  have  seen  no  mention  of  his  name. 

Samuel  Bell  Williamson,  of  Memphis,  died  of  yellow  fever  in 
the  summer  of  '78,  I  think.     He  was  a  member  of  the  chapter 
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of  K.  M.  I.,  and  afterwards  of  the  Virginia  Alpha.  He  was  a 
classmate  of  mine,  though  he  left  the  V.  M.  I.  after  entering  the 
second  class.  Brother  Waddill  intends  writing  you  in  a  few 
days. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

C.  W.  Kqllock, 


[From  A.  D.  Sayre  (Va.  Epsilon,  '75),  Lawyer,  Montgomery,  Ala.] 

Dear  Broth'ers : — The  Palm  came  to  hand  this  morning  and 
afforded  me  infinite  pleasure  in  its  reading.  I  shall  remit  in  a 
few  days  the  amount  of  my  subscription.  To  my  mind  it  is  the 
thing  we  have  long  needed,  and  affords  a  connecting  link  be- 
tween members  separated  by  long  intervals  of  time  and  space 
only  to  be  procured  by  such  an  organ  or  by  interminable  corres- 
pondence.    The  former,  of  course,  is  the  better  plan. 

The  sincere  interest  I  feel  in  the  Fraternity  prompts  me  to  beg 
leave  to  suggest  a  fine  field  for  future  operations,  unequalled  in 
the  South.  I  have  reference  to .  Having  been  a  stu- 
dent there  I  have  observed  the  high  social  and  mental  qualities 
of  the  students  who  resort  there,  and  their  number  is  large.  Get 
up  a  colonization  scheme  and  send  enough  Alpha  Taus  there  to 
establish  a  chapter. 

The  University  has  a  regulation  against  such  combinations 
among  its  students,  but  I  should  think  the  influence  of  some  of 

our  prominent  men  in ,  and  the  late  quasi-public  expression 

of  opinion  on  the  part  of  our  eminent  brother  and  divine,  Bishop 
Quintard,  might  induce  them  to  abolish  the  rule.  Fraternities 
have  established  themselves  there,  notwithstanding  the  ordinance 
against  them. 

I  was  estopped  to  take  any  such  measures  while  there,  by  rea- 
son of  having  signed  the   pledge   mentioned,  however  much  I 
desired  to  advance  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 
I  am  yours  in  the  bonds, 

A.  D.  Sayre. 


[From  Jno.  H.  Glover,  Jk.  (Tenn.  Omega,  '72),  A.  k  C.  Air  Line  Railway,  Atlanta,  Ga.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Herewith  please  find  one  year's  subscription 
to  the  Palm.  Have  just  received  a  copy,  and  am  much  pleased 
with  it. 

Hoping  that  it  may  succeed,  I  am,  yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 

Jno.  H.  Glover,  Jr. 
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[From  J.  T.  McChesney  (Va.  Beta,  '72),  McCorralck  Harvesting  Machine  Co.,  Minneapolis, 

Minn.] 

Dear  Brothers : — I  am -just  in  receipt  of  the  Palm.  Its  appear- 
ance was  the  first  intimation  I  have  ever  had  of  its  existence.  As 
yet  I  have  had  time  only  to  glance  over  it,  but  trust  that  the 
within  dollar  for  a  year's  subscription  may  be  taken  as,  in  a  mea- 
sure, a  sign  of  my  approval  and  good  wishes  for  the  success  of 
the  undertaking. 

The  name  of  J.  R.  A.,  Jr.,  as  Editor-in-Chief,  to  my  mind,  in- 
sures its  success. 

I  have  been  in  this  State  nearly  two  years,  and  have  no  reason 
to  regret  having  "gone  West,"  unless  it  be  that  I  never  see  and 
seldom  hear  of  the  many  friends  I  left  behind  me. 

Trusting  that  you  and  yours  are  well,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  T.  McChesney. 


[From  R.  M.  McCulloh  (Va.  Alpha,  '73),  Lawyer,  Donaldsonville,  La.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Enclosed  please  find  ;^i,  my  subscription  for 
the  Palm.  I  am  well  pleased  with  it,  and  think  it  all  that  the 
Fraternity  requires. 

The  matter  had  been  made  to  fly  my  memory  by  my  recent 


Write  me  soon. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i?.. 


R.  M.  McCulloh. 


[From  R.  B.  Clarke  (N.  C.  XI,  '76),  Teacher,  Socastee,  S.  C] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  was  very  much  surprised  and  grieved  by 
the  intelligence  conveyed  by  your  postal  of  the  loth  inst. 

I  have  been  so  sanguine  of  the  future  as  to  regard  the  success 
of  the  Pal7Jt  as  already  established,  and  through  it  a  more  exten- 
sive and  thorough  operation  of  the  Fraternity.  It  would  be  a 
stigma  on  the  character  of  the  whole  Fraternity  should  it  be 
forced  to  be  discontinued  through  lack  of  patronage;  nor  would 
it  be  anything  less  if  a  few  members,  however  loyal,  should  be 
permitted  to  bear  the  whole  burden. 

I  had  not  forgotten  my  promise  to  write  something  for  the 
Journal,  and  furnish  whatever  other  aid  might  be  within  my 
power;  but  I  am  now  convinced  that  it  is  not  my  catling  to  write 
for  it,  but  to  labor  to  secure  for  it  a  more  extensive  circulation, 
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which  I  am  persuaded  you  will  regard  as  more  substantial  aid* 
Wish  I  felt  able  to  forward  a  donation  at  this  writing.  You  may 
cou7tt  on  me  for  aid  in  some  way  before  the  summer  is  gone. 

Hope  to  meet  some  of  the  brothers  at  the  • ,  and  shall 

make  it  a  point,  wherever  I  see  an  Alpha  Tau,  to  present  the 
claims  of  the  Palm.  Trust  I  will  not  be  considered  officious  in 
thus  assuming  its  agency  zvithout  a7i  outfit. 

Hastily,  but  fondly  and  fraternally,  I  am  yours,  &c., 

R.  B.  Clarke. 


[From  W.  A.  Turk  (Va.  Epsllon,  '69),  Southern  Passenger  Agent,  R.  &  D.  R.  R.,  Raleigh,  N.  C.^ 

My  Bear  Brother : — Your  postal  of  loth  inst.  this  A.  M.  to 
hand.  It  has  at  all  times  been  my  pleasure  to  contribute  from 
my  scanty  means  to  anything  and  everything  that  will  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  cause  to  which  I  became  attached  in  my  early  man- 
hood. My  life  as  a  business  man  has  been  such  as  to  cause  me 
to  neglect  many  of  its  teachings.  But  I  trust  nothing  will  ever 
cause  me  to  forget  the  great  principles  that  bind  us  together.  I 
regret  to  hear  the  Falm  is  suffering  from  the  same  malady  that 
has  attacked  so  many  of  us  individually.  Trusting  she  may  re- 
ceive the  prompt  assistance  she  requires,  I  enclose  my  check  for 
;^2,50,  and  my  best  wishes  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  Palm^ 
I  am,  yours  truly, 

W.  A.  Turk. 


[From  H.  L.  Gallaher,  Jr.  (Va.  Beta,  '71),  Farmer,  Waynesboro',  Va.] 

J;  My  Dear  Brother  : — I  received  the  copy  of  the  Palm  you  sent 
me  and  am  very  much  pleased  with  it.  I  enclose  $2,  for  which 
please  send  the  Palm  for  one  year,  to  the  above  address,  and  one 
to  Dr.  R.  Frank  Davis,  Hermitage  P.  O.,  Augusta  county,  Va. 
Am  sorry  I  kept  you  waiting,  but  'twas  no  fault  of  mine.  Please 
send  me  the  dack  numbers.  I  have  only  seen  the  first  copy. 
Wish  you  much  success,  and  think  every  Alpha  Tau  should 
subscribe.  Please  remember  to  put  the /r.  to  my  name.  Dr.  R. 
F.  Davis  joined  at  Roanoke  College  in  '70;  graduated  in  medi- 
cine at  the  University  of  Virginia,  and  has  been  practising  medi- 
cine very  successfully  in  this  county  for  the  last  four  years.  Give 
my  kindest  regards  to  all  the  brothers.  Will  be  glad  to  see  you 
anytime  you  come  this  way. 

Very  truly  and  fraternally  yours, 

Hugh  L.  Gallaher,  Jr. 
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[From  Dr.  C.  S.  Hart  (Va.  Epsilon,  '74),  Thyslclan  aud  Surgeon,  Liacoln,  Neb.] 

Dear  Brothers: — Count  on  me  for  $2  at  least  in  a  few  days — 
more,  if  I  can.     Don't  let  the  Journal  stop.     Will  hurry  up  my 
work  here,  and  get  more  subscribers,  if  possible. 
You  will  hear  from  me  again  in  a  few  days. 

Yours,  &c., 

Chas.  S.  Hart. 


[From  Dr.  W.  P.  Orr  (Va.  Beta,  '60),  St.  John's  Asylum,  Ky.] 

Dear  Brothers: — I  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  responding 
sooner  to  your  card,  and  will  have  to  plead  absence  from  home 
as  some  excuse;  however,  "better  late  than  never." 

You  ask  me  to  have  my  professional  card  inserted  in  the  Palm. 
I  would  gladly  comply  with  your  request,  but  at  the  present  time 
am  not  practising  my  calling.  I  inclose,  however,  the  subscrip- 
tion fee. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  praiseworthy  un- 
dertaking and  your  own  health  and  happiness, 

I  remain,  yours  fraternally, 

W.  P.  Orr. 


[From  Henry  A.  Jones  (Tenn.  Omega,  '69),  Tuscaloosa,  Ala.] 

Dear  Brother: — I  have  just  received  the  Palm  sent  me  by  the 
Correspondent  for  the  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon.  I  have  been  a 
member  of  A.  T.  IJ.  since  '79.  Was  initiated  into  the  Tennessee 
Omega  Chapter,  University  of  the  South.  Since  leaving  there  I 
have  known  very  little  of  the  workings  of  the  Fraternity.  Was 
not  aware  until  recently  of  the  existence  of  the  Palm.  I  think 
the  Journal  worthy  of  the  Fraternity,  and  feel  assured  of  its  suc- 
cess and  usefulness.' 

At  the  instigation  of  Bro.  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  of  the  Alabama 
Alpha-Epsilon,  I  am  endeavoring  to  pave  the  way  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  chapter  at  the University. 

The  Faculty  does  not  allow  Secret  Societies  at  the  University; 
and  as  I  am  not  among  its  students,  the  work  which  I  have  un- 
dertaken will  of  necessity  progress  slowly.  I  hope,  though,  to 
accomplish  something. 

Please  find  inclosed  my  subscription  to  the  Palm, 
Yours  in  A.  T.  il, 

Henry  A.  Jones. 
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[From  F.  H.  McGuiee  (Va.  Delta,  '72),  Lawyer,  Richmond,  Va,] 

Dear  Bro.  Anderson : — I  have  been  meaning  to  write  a  line  to 
you  and  Brother  Puckette  for  some  time,  but  the  Falm  has  not 
needed  any  commendation,  and  so  in  simple  admiration  and  some 
wonder  I  have  quietly  enjoyed  it  and  said  nothing. 

Your  Journal  is  a  credit  to  you  and  our  Fraternity.  Any  effort 
in  the  direction  of  literary  enterprise  is  what  most  deserves  the 
support  of  the  people  of  the  South  now;  and  the  man  who  un- 
dertakes, and  the  Society  that  fosters  it,  is  doing  the  best  service 
to  our  country.  For  that  reason  I  was  glad  to  see  the  commen- 
dation, so  well-deserved,  of  Bro.  James'  book,  in  your  last  issue. 
The  Palm  goes  to  the  class  on  whom  rests  the  hope  of  the  South 
for  the  future  in  this  respect.  Can  you  not  stir  up  this  class,  es- 
pecially our  brothers  in  A,  T.  i^.,  to  write  2.\\d  publish  f  You  will 
do  yeoman  service  for  the  South  if  you  can. 
With  the  warmest  regard,  yours  faithfully, 

F.  H.  McGuiRE. 


[From  C.  W.  WoOLET,  Jr.  (N.  C.  XI,  '75),  Farmer,  Mt.  Gilead,  N.  C] 

Dear  Brother : — I  received  a  letter  from  Bro.  W.  A.  Bobbitt,  of 
Durham,  N.  C,  some  time  ago,  in  which  he  inclosed  a  card  from 
you  asking  information  concerning  my  initiation  into  the  Alpha 
Tau  Fraternity,  &c.  I  would  have  gladly  and  promptly  furnished 
the  desired  information,  but  was  just  emerging  from  a  spell  of 
typhoid  fever,  and  this  is  the  first  time  I  have  attempted  to  write. 

I  am  unable  to  explain  why  no  record  of  my  initiation  appears. 
I  joined  the  Fraternity  in  October,  1875,  while  a  student  at  Trin- 
ity College,  N.  C,  from  Montgomery  county,  N.  C.  I  left  Col- 
lege the  week  following  my  initiation,  and  went  to  Wadesboro', 
N.  C,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  cotton  business,  and 
remained  there  until  1878,  when  I  sold  out  and  went  to  Balti- 
more, Md.,  and  traveled  North  Carolina  and  South  Carolina  in 
the  interest  of  a  notion  house  of  that  city  until  December,  1880, 
when  I  came  home  and  engaged  in  farming.  My  life  henceforth 
^ill  be  that  of  an  unpretending  cotton-farmer. 

I  would  be  delighted  to  have  a  copy  of  the  Palm,  and  would 
subscribe  for  it  now,  but  I  don't  know  the  price.  If  I  can  aid 
you  in  this  vicinity  in  the  discharge  of  your  duties,  you  have  but 
to  command  me,  and  I  will  cheerfully  do  all  in  my  power  in  the 
cause. 

With  high  regard,  I  remain,  yours  fraternally, 

Calvin  W.  Wooley,  Jr. 
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[From  F.  A.  Brrun  (Va.  Beta,  '05),  Lawyer,  515  California  street,  San  Francisco,  Cal.] 

Dcaj'  Brothers: — Your  postal  of  May  loth  reached  me  to-day. 
I  regret  to  learn  of  the  necessity  for  the  petition  therein  con- 
tained. I  have  read,  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure,  the  three 
numbers  of  the  Palm  that  have  been  issued,  and  I  can  conscien- 
tiously say  that  it  is  the  best  work  of  the  kind  I  have  ever  seen. 
It  is  not  only  presented  in  a  neat  and  tasty  style,  but  its  contents 
indicate  that  our  Fraternity  can  boast  of  many  young  men  of 
intellect  and  cultivation,  and  who  have  begun  the  career  of  life 
with  noble  impulses  and  aspirations.  We  must  support  the  Palm. 
It  deserves  to  be  and  should  be  the  pride  of  our  Fraternity,  and 
it  must  be  of  deep  interest  to  every  brother  faithful  to  the  Fra- 
ternity and  true  to  its  principles. 

I  am  constrained  to  vie  with  any  of  our  brothers  in  interest 
for  the  welfare  and  progress  of  the  Order,  and  I  shall  not  be  con- 
tent merely  to  see  it  maintain  its  present  position.  The  elevation 
of  the  Order  must  elevate  every  member  of  it,  and  therefore 
even  a  selfish  view  of  the  matter  must  fire  our  zeal. 

I  owe  a  great  deal  of  the  pleasure  of  my  happy  life  to  my 
connection  with  Alpha  Taus.  For  six  or  seven  years  it  had  my 
whole  heart,  and  I  can  look  back  with  sincere  pleasure  to  my  con- 
nection with  Virginia  Beta,  Virginia  Gamma  (now  Virginia  Eta) 
and  Virginia  Delta.  I  have  witnessed  the  progress  of  the  Fra- 
ternity from  its  first  formal  organization,  and  therefore  I  feel 
anxious  about  its  perpetuation,  and  I  am  convinced  that  nothing 
will  contribute  more  to  that  end  than  the  maintenance  of  the 
Palm,  and  therefore  I  am  willing  to  contribute  of  my  small  means 
to  sustain  it,  and  I  herewith  enclose  you  $2  more.  I  am  pleased 
to  know  that  Virginia  Eta  is  sustaining  the  Palm  so  well.  I  see 
that  every  living  member  except  one  (and  perhaps  he  also)  is 
taking  it.  Let  other  chapters  do  as  well  and  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary for  you  to  make  a  second  call  for  aid. 

I  would  suggest  that  in  your  next  issue,  you  find  space  to  enter 
a  full  list  of  subscribers,  in  small  type,  so  that  each  member  may 
know  who  is  not  subscribing,  and  we  will  try  to  urge  those  who 
are  dilatory  to  come  in  and  enjoy  its  benefits.  Brother  Manson 
says  he  is  going  to  subscribe.  Brother  M.  L.  Wicks  is  prac- 
ticing law  in  Los  Angeles,  and  is  doing  well,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
he  has  subscribed  to  the  Palm  unless  he  has  been  delayed  by 
the  same  excuse  given  by  a  Biblical  character  who  had  taken  to 
himself  a  wife. 

Brother  Samuel  Hamilton  is  practicing  law  at  Mineral  Park, 
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Arizona.     He  will  certainly  take  the  Palm  if  you  address  hinii 
there. 

I  know  you  are  very  anxious  to  see  a  chapter  of  the  Fra- 
ternity established  at  the  University  of  California.  Brother 
Manson  and  I  have  been  seeking  for  an  opportunity  to  do  so, 
but  as  yet  we  cannot  report  progress.  We  have  thought  it  much 
better  not  to  establish  a  chapter  there,  than  to  establish  one  in 
haste  of  which  we  might  have  to  repent.  I  begin  to  see  a  pros- 
pect for  a  beginning  there  that  will  be  satisfactory,  and  if  we  are 
not  disappomted  in  this,  next  session  will  find  a  chapter  there. 
Do  not  censure  our  delay  too  harshly ;  we  have  many  good  ex- 
cuses, which  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention  to  you  who  know  our 
interest  and  zeal. 

At  some  leisure  time  I  will  try  to  write  you  something  for 
the  Palm. 

Yours  Fraternally, 

F.  A.  Berlin. 


[From  A.  M.  Payne  (Va.  Alpha,  'T5),  Merchant  and  Planter,  Chillon,  Miss.] 

Dear  BrotJier : — Through  Bro.  James  A.  Barksdale,  of  Yazoo 
City,  I  have  had  the  pleasure  of  reading  the  last  two  numbers  (2 
and  3)  of  the  Palm^  and  now  hasten  to  congratulate  you  upon 
your  success.  I  have  read  them  with  interest,  and  note  with 
pride  and  pleasure  the  enthusiasm  of  our  Order.  May  her  future 
be  a  bright  one. 

According  to  request,  I  hand  you  full  name,  address,  &c. : 

Andrew  M.  Payne,  Chillon  P.  O.,  Miss.,  merchant  and  planter,. 
Graduate  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  '"j"]  (Lieutenant). 

I  enclose  you  $2  as  subscription  to  the  Palm  and  ^10  for  the 
Ir by  fund. 

Would  like  to  get  the  back  numbers  of  the  Palm,  if  they  can 
be  had.     Please  let  me  know  if  they  can  be  had. 

With  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  the  Order. 

I  am,  yours  fraternally, 

A.  M.  Payne. 
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MEMORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


ALFRED  MARSHALL, 

ASSOCIATE   FOUNDER  OF   THE   ALPHA  TAD  OMEGA  FRATERNITY. 

In  the  death  of  Alfred  Marshall  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  lost 
•one  of  its  founders,  its  members  a  true  and  faithful  brother,  his 
-friends  a  devoted  and  affectionate  companion,  his  family  a  price- 
less treasure,  and  the  world  a  genius  who,  if  time  had  permitted, 
would  have  inscribed  his  name  high  on  its  roll  of  great  and  glo- 
.rious  worthies.  Such  a  loss  is  a  common  calamity — such  a  life 
is  a  part  of  the  world's  best  heritage. 

We  cannot  prevent  the  loss — we  can  but  bow  reverently  in  the 
presence  of  a  Providence  which,  though  strangely  inscrutable  in 
this  case,  we  believe  doeth  all  things  well — 

"  To  welcome  all  that's  left  of  good, 
To  all  that's  lost  resigned." 

But  we  can  preserve  the  memory  of  this  promising  life.  To 
attempt  this,  a  loving  heart  now  wishes  to  place  on  record  some- 
thing of  the  short  life  of  its  gifted  friend,  feeling  that  it  could 
present  the  //.  T.  /<?.  Fraternity  with  no  more  precious  and  accept- 
able gift  than  this  memoir,  at  once  a  part  of  its  earliest  history 
and  truest  wealth;  and  that  it  could  not  do  less  for  a  friendship, 
begun  in  earliest  boyhood,  fostered  by  intimate  intercourse  and 
generous  emulation  during  College  days,  purified  by  the  dispas- 
sionate judgment  and  clearer  appreciation  that  came  with  maturer 
years — than  offer  this  just  tribute  at  the  shrine  of  sincere  and  fra- 
ternal love. 

Our  friend  was  born  December  25th,  1845,  at  Richmond,  Va. 
.He  was  the  oldest  child  of  William  and  Gertrude  Virginia  Mar- 
shall. 
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His  father  is  an  Englishman,  having  never  renounced  his  alle- 
giance to  the  Queen,  and  is  filling  now,  as  he  has  for  many  years- 
filled,  the  honorable  position  of  British  Vice-Consul.  His  mother 
is  the  granddaughter  of  Bishop  Moore,  the  second  Bishop  of  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Virginia. 

If  the  habits  of  close  observation,  accuracy  of  information  and 
diligent  application,  which  characterized  him,  were  inherited  from 
his  father,  he  owed  to  his  beautiful  mother  that  grace  of  figure 
and  beauty  of  feature  which  made  Marshall,  both  as  a  boy  and 
as  a  man,  conspicuous  among  his  fellows.  There  were  added  to 
his  fine  personal  appearance  a  naturally  good  mind  and  the  ad- 
vantage of  being  reared  in  the  midst  of  a  refined  and  devoted 
family  circle,  and  so  we  see,  even  in  his  early  life,  the  promise  of 
future  excellency.  He  certainly  fulfilled  that  promise,  for  though 
his  life  closed  all  too  soon  to  make  absolutely  certain  a  future — 
and  we  know  that  a  loving  imagination  often  exaggerates  in 
eulogizing  the  early  death  of  "precocious  genius" — yet  there 
were  qualities  displayed  in  his  short  career  that  guaranteed  the 
highest  expectations;  indeed,  the  actual  results  came  up  to  the 
measure  of  such  a  fulfillment. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Marshall  was  sent  to  the  Virginia  Military 
Institute,  entering  that  famous  war  school  just  after  the  beginning 
of  the  conflict  between  the  North  and  the  South.  He  remained 
a  member  of  the  Corps  of  Cadets  during  the  most  memorable 
epoch  of  its  history;  and  though  the  Institute  may  not  have  pro- 
duced during  that  time  its  best  scholars,  it  brought  forth  that 
which  is  better,  the  highest  type  of  true  manhood,  that  in  which 
the  development  of  the  mind  is  kept  pace  v/ith  by  those  sturdy 
virtues  which  grow  in  that  strong  soil  which  the  stern  discipline 
and  severe  trials  and  heroic  courage  demanded  by  war,  afford. 

In  this  camp  school  the  effemiinate  and  graceful  lad  was  thrown, 
and  he  astonished  his  comrades,  who  could  not  think  him  to  be 
made  of  as  "stern  stuff"  as  other  boys,  by  adjusting  himself 
speedily  to  the  hard  usages  and  trying  ordeals  of  his  new  sur- 
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roundings.  In  the  lecture-room,  on  the  drill-ground,  and  in  the 
field  of  battle,  he  attained  eminence — graduating  with  high  dis- 
tinction in  his  studies,  filling  most  acceptably  the  position  of  First 
Captain  of  the  Corps  and  having  been  a  member  of  that  immortal 
Color  Guard  \m\{\q\\,  leading  far  in  advance  the  Cadet  line  at  "  New- 
Market" — forwarding  through  shot  and  shell— passed  nearly 
through  the  battle  with  their  arms  at  a  "  carry  "  without  having  fired 
a  shot,  because  their  sergeant  had  failed  to  give  the  command. 

Marshall's  development,  physical  and  mental,  during  his  four 
years  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  was  remarkable.  Not  by 
any  sudden  leap,  but  by  gradual  steps  he  grew  into  a  full  and 
well-furnished  man.  As  a  third  qlassman  he  was  not  particularly 
distinguished  as  a  scholar  or  soldier.  It  was  not  until  he  reached 
the  second  and  first  class  years,  that  he  quietly  took  his  stand 
alongside  the  first  men  in  his  class.  And  this  gradual  growth  in 
knowledge  was  characteristic  of  him,  the  writer  of  this  being 
amazed,  upon  meeting  him  two  years  after  graduation,  to  find 
what  progress  he  had  made  in  philosophy  and  general  literature. 
He  was,  emphatically,  that  most  promising  of  characters — a  grow- 
ing man. 

Whilst  losing  nothing  of  his  gentleness  and  grace,  he  grew 
wonderfully  in  manliness  with  his  years,  and  combined  with  ex- 
cellency in  all  athletic  sports — being  a  fine  swimmer,  skater,  and 
marksman — a  magnanimity,  coolness,  decision  and  bravery,  which 
never  failed  him  in  those  exigencies  of  College  life,  which,  no  less 
than  those  of  after  life,  discover  the  true  mettle  and  attest  the  real 
presence  of  noble  and  chivalrous  traits. 

After  graduation,  he  was  elected  by  the  Board  of  Visitors  of 
the  Institute  Assistant  Professor  of  Mathematics,  which  position 
he  filled  for  three  years  with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  During 
this  time  he  entered  the  Special  School  of  Mining  Engineering, 
which  had  just  been  opened  in  connection  with  the  Institute,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  two  graduates  therein  in  1868.  Having  de- 
termined to  follow  engineering  as  a  profession,  he  resigned  his, 


:222  Alpha   Tmi   Omega  Palm. 


■office  as  Assistant  Professor  in  August,  1869,  and  attached  him- 
self to  the  Corps  of  Engineers  then  engaged  in  surveying  the 
route  for  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  railroad.  The  authorities  of 
the  Institute  gave  up  his  valuable  services  with-the  greatest  re- 
gret, but  comforted  themselves  with  the  hope  that  they  would  be 
able  to  secure  them  again  in  some  position  more  consistent  with 
his  worth;  and  the  writer  feels  sure  that  only  his  death  prevented 
a  speedy  and  more  substantial  recognition  of  his  ability  on  the 
part  of  the  Institute,  it  being  generally  understood  that  he  was 
the  man  upon  whom  the  Faculty  had  agreed  as  the  worthiest  to 
succeed  Gen.  G.  W.  Custis  Leo  in  the  chair  of  full  Professor  of 
Engineering.  The  tender  would  have  been  made  him  in  a  short 
time,  and  he  would  have  had  the  high  distinction  of  being  called 
to  fill  one  of  the  most  important  chairs  in  the  most  distinctively 
scientific  school  of  the  South,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-five  years. 

In  November,  1869,  Marshall  was  transferred  to  the  office  of 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  at  Richmond,  Va., 
to  work  up  the  details  of  the  survey  in  which  he  had  been  en- 
gaged. Here  he  was  placed  under  the  immediate  notice  of  Maj. 
H.  D.  Whitcomb,  the  Chief  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of  the 
^road,  who  was  so  much  impressed  by  his  intelligence,  ability  and 
usefulness,  that  he  was  most  anxious  to  retain  his  services  for  the 
company.  He  had  applied,  however,  before  he  left  the  Institute 
for  employment  in  connection  with  the  Mobile  and  Montgomery 
railroad,  and  receiving  an  appointment  as  Assistant  Engineer  on 
'that  road,  he  left  Richmond  April,  1870,  for  his  new  field. 

He  was  put  in  charge  of  the  construction  of  the  portion  of  the 
road  from  Tensas  to  Mobile,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles,  running 
through  a  swampy  and  malarious  tract  of  country.  Being  un- 
•acclimated  and  exposed  to  the  hot  sun  of  that  enervating  climate 
the  whole  summer,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  his  health  would 
give  way  under  such  an  experience,  and  nothing  save  his  intense 
^enthusiasm  for  his  work  and  a  profound  sense  of  duty  in  view  of 
the  obligations  which  he  had  assumed  would  have  kept  him  in  a 
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position  so  fraught  with  danger.  An  organism  strong  and  capa- 
ble of  much  endurance,  yet  weaker  than  the  will  and  ambition 
and  sense  of  duty  which  inspired  it,  at  last  yielded  to  the  ravages 
of  that  terrible  disease  yellow  fever — and  he  died  September  22d, 
1870,  at  Mobile,  a  martyr  to  his  sense  of  duty. 

By  his  management,  of  this  difficult  piece  of  construction,  six 
miles  of  the  twenty  being  bridging,  he  greatly  increased  his  rep- 
utation as  an  original  and  scientific  thinker  and  designer,  and 
his  works — especially  in  connection  with  bridge-building — were  ' 
pronounced  master-pieces.  There  is  no  doubt  that  from  the 
earnest  that  he  gave  here,  that  if  he  had  lived,  he  would  have 
obtained  the  highest  distinction  in  that  most  difficult  and  scien- 
tific branch  of  engineering.  Probably  no  man  in  this  country, 
in  a  like  period  of  time,  has  left  such  a  reputation  for  success  in 
his  profession  ;  and  when  we  consider  the  demand  at  home  and 
abroad  for  those  improvements  and  works  ..which  require  the 
direction  and  oversight  of  engineers,  and  the  grand  opportunity 
for  talent  of  a  high  order  in  this  department  of  science,  a  posi- 
tion of  great  influence,  princely  emolument  and  highest  fame 
seemed  assured  to  Alfred  Marshall. 

That  the  expectation  of  his  friends,  that  he  would  soon  rise 
to  the  very  head  of  his  profession,  was  well  founded,  we  need 
but  consider  some  of  the  characteristics  which  were  prominent 
in  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

His  apprehension  was  quick  and  penetrating,  his  memory 
faithful  and  retentive,  his  imagination  bright  and  active,  his  judg- 
ment discriminating  and  reliable.  His  ambition  was  unlimited, 
and  his  confidence  in  his  own  ability  to  succeed  was  immense. 
With  such  traits  as  these,  but  two  things  are  wanting  to  com- 
mand success — industry  to  insure  proper  diligence,  and  time  to 
bring  all  to  perfection.  For  the  first  of  these  he  was  remarkable. 
He  was  patient  in  research  and  laborious  in  preparation,  trusting 
more  to  the  time  he  gave  to  his  investigations  than  to  the  talent 
by  which  he  analyzed  and  grasped  things.  If  ever  a  man  did, 
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he  understood  the  importance  of  apph'cation,  and  he  allowed  no 
attraction  nor  pleasure  to  usurp  the  sovereign  place  to  which 
he  had  exalted  study.  If  his  ambition  and  self  reliance  had 
any  rival  it  was  his  assiduity.  As  to  time,  much  of  that  was 
denied  him,  and  his  fruit  could  not  ripen  fully  ;  but  if  well-formed 
and  healthy,  we  should  say  that  the  fruit  would  have  been  per- 
fect, if  the  tree  had  not  been  blowm  to  the  ground  by  some  rude 
blast.  We  can  say  with  like  reason  and  certainty,  that  his  suc- 
cess would  have  been  pre-eminent,  if  he  had  lived.  That  he 
used  so  well  the  little  that  was  given  him  is  but  the  surety,  that 
his  future  would  have  been  all  that  his  most  sanguine  friends 
/--could  have  desired. 

/        In  social  qualities  Marshall  was  highly  favored.     A  true  gen- 
;     tleman,  with  polished  manners,  fine  sense,  full  information,  ready 
j     wit  and  complete  self-possession,  he  was  a  charming  companion, 
■     and  was  always  eagerly  welcomed  in  society,  when  he  would  tear 
himself  away  from  his  much-loved  books  and  absorbing  medita- 
1    tions  to  enter  it.     As  a  friend,  associate   and   counsellor  he  was 
\    most  valuable  to   those   in   whom  he   chose  to  confide.     True, 
generous  and  unswerving  in  his  attachments  when  he  once  made 
them,  it  was  especially  this  aspect  of  his  character,  that  marked 
him  as  one  singularly  fitted  to  found  and   foster  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Fraternity,  and  the  Fraternity  can  never   confer  greater 
honor  upon  his  memory,  than  he  has  bestowed  glory  on  its  his- 
tory by  the  high  charater  which  he  brought  to  the  exemplifica- 
^tion  of  its  glorious  principles. 

Our  dear  brother  died  in  the  midst  of  friends.  His  physician, 
Dr.  Alexander  Hall,  of  Mobile,  was  his  cousin,  and  his  devoted 
nurse  was  as  true  an  Alpha  Tau  as  ever  lived.  No  tenderer  heart 
could  have  given  sympathy,  no  gentler  hands  could  have  admin- 
istered relief,  no  more  vigilant  eye  could  have  kept  guard  over 
a  disease  requiring  the  greatest  watchfulness,  than  those  of  George 
Spiller.  A  woman  in  love  and  gentleness,  a  very  man  in  all  that 
constitutes  real  manliness  is  this  worthy  brother.     It  were,  in- 
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deed,  meet  that  one  of  the  Fathers  should  have  "fallen  asleep" 
in  the  loving  arms  of  such  a  son. 

In  the  spring  of  187 1,  the  remains  of  Alfred  Marshall  were 
disinterred  and  carried  to  Richmond,  where  they  now  rest  in 
that  beautiful  and  sacred  spot,  Hollywood  Cemetery.  Thus, 
Richmond,  the  birthplace  of  our  Fraternity,  is  the  burial  place 
of  its  most  precious  dead,  so  becoming  more  than  ever  before 
the  Mecca  of  every  true  Alpha  Tau. 

As  his  name  is  perpetuated  in  the  very  ceremonial  of  our 
Brotherhood,  let  us  perpetuate  the  virtues  of  our  revered  dead  by 
our  dutiful  example,  thus  carving  his  epitaph,  not  in  perishable 
letters  of  brass  or  stone,  but  in  the  unfading,  living  characters  of 
noble  and  manly  deeds,  for — 

"•Not  for  a  soul  like  thine  the  calm 
Of  selfish  ease  and  joys  of  sense  ; 
But  duty,  more  than  crown  or  palm, 
Its  own  exceeding  recompense. 

"  Go  on  and  up  !  thy  day  well  done, 
Its  morning  promise  well  fulfilled. 
Arise  to  triumphs  yet  unwon, 
To  holier  tasks  that  God  has  v/illed.*' 

Otis  A.  Glazebrook. 


Not  long  ago,  at  eventide,        "  ] 

It  seemed,  so  listening,  at  my  side 
A  window  ro>e,  and,  to  say  sooth, 
I  looked  forth  on  the  fields  of  youth  : 
I  saw  fair  boys  bestriding  steeds, 
I  knew  their  forms  in  fancy  weeds, 
Long,  long  concealed  by  sundering  fates, 
Mates  of  my  youth — yet  not  my  mates. 
Stronger  and  bolder  far  than  I, 
With  grace,  witli  genius,  well  attired, 
And  then  as  now  from  far  admired. 
Followed  with  love 
They  knew  not  of — 

Yes,  dear  old  classmates,  the  sound  of  your  names  ever  causes 
to  vibrate  affection's  tenderest  chords,  and  produces  in  my  heart 
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music  sweeter  and  sadder  than  ever  ^olian  harp  gave  forth  re- 
sponsive to  the  unseen  fingers  of  Zephyrus  ! 

In  '66,  we  ten — a  band  of  brothers — issued  from  the  portals  of 
the  old  V.  M.  I.  and  took  up  the  line  of  march  upon  life's  divergent 
paths,  to  meet  no  more,  an  unbroken  class,  in  this  weary,  work-a- 
day  world.  Death  has  already  broken  the  beloved  circle,  and  taken 
Marshall  and  Crichton  from  us,  and  from  the  Fraternity  which 
thev  helped  to  found.  How  widely  different  in  their  characters, 
dispositions,  and  mental  endowments  these  two  brothers  were, 
and  yet  how  admirable  were  both  as  men  in  all  the  relations  of 
their  young  lives!  Marshall,  the' handsomest,  the  gayest,  the 
gallantest  man  in  the  class — the  embodiment  of  manly  grace  and 
beauty,  united  with  vigor  of  intellect  and  the  loftiest  conception 
of  honor  and  duty;  and  sweet  "Jane"  Crichton,  whose  life  was 
as  pure  and  simple  and  unobtrusive  as  the  modest  violet  that 
blows  unseen,  and  as  full  of  fragrance.  No  girl  was  ever  lovelier 
in  disposition,  or  purer  in  thought,  word  and  act.  Memory  still 
loves  to  dwell  upon  his  chubby  form,  his  smooth  and  rosy  cheeks, 
and  his  mouth  on  which  the  little  god  Cupid  had  left  the  perfect 
image  of  his  bow. 

Crichton  1  never  met  after  graduation;  and  Marshall  only  once 
— when,  on  my  way  to  Kentucky  shortly  after  we  had  separated 
at  Lexington,  I  called  at  his  father's  residence  in  Richmond  to 
shake  his  hand,  as  after  events  proved,  for  the  last  time.  The 
next  month  found  him  an  Assistant  Professor  at  Alma  Mater,  and 
from  time  to  time  letters  came  telling  me  of  his  class-work,  his 
efforts  at  self-improvement,  and  his  plans  for  the  future.  From 
the  package  of  such  letters  which  I  still  keep,  I  make  some 
illustrative  extracts,  which  will  be  more  interesting  than  any 
words  of  mine.  Though  peculiarly  fitted  by  graces  of  person 
and  rriind  to  adorn  society,  and  to  enjoy  its  pleasures,  he  did  not 
permit  its  attractions  to  seduce  him  from  the  duty  of  self-prepa- 
ration for  his  lifework.  He  writes,  Nov.  5,  1866,  after  some 
society  chit-chat:  ''But  I  have  taken  the  veil,  and  study  hard 
until  twelve   o'clock  every  night.     Metaphysics   constitutes  the 
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body  of  my  reading.  History  and  the  study  of  the  English  lan- 
guage are  offshoots — engineering  I  shall  get  regularly  to  work 
on  when  I  get  permanently  fixed  in  my  quarters  on  the  Hill." 

He  could  not  content  himself  with,  as  he  expressed  it, "  murder- 
ing Caesar,  and  ding-donging  algebra  into  the  fourth  class."  His 
mind  was  eminently  analytic  in  quality,  and  his  taste  for  meta- 
physics strong.  **  My  great  hobbies,"  he  writes,  "  are  general 
principles,  and  some  of  my  extraneous  ideas,  I  fear,  are  rather 
too  queer  to  be  true." 

Dec'r  9th,  '66:  "I  am  now  a  member  of  the  Franklin  De- 
bating Society.  *  *  j  never  realized  before  what  advantages 
society  here  possesses  for  a  young  man  like  myself,  who  has  so 
much  to  learn.  My  own  insignificance  and  inexperience  are  more 
evident  every  day.  Still  I  do  not  experience  any  feeling  of  dis- 
couragement, as  the  men  whom  I  grapple  with  are  much  older 
and  have  had  superior  advantages."  Then  follows  a  just  com- 
parison of  himself  with  those  around  him  of  his  own  age,  and 
he  playfully  says  that  as  a  result  he  finds  his  "  self-conceit  to  en- 
large visibly" — adding,  "  I  do  a  great  deal  of  magazine  reading 
— not  American — but  Blackwood,  the  Westminster  Review,  and 
the  like.  They  contain  a  wonderful  fund  of  valuable  informa- 
tion. History,  politics,  ethics  and  science  all  figure  largely  in 
their  pages  and  all  are  handled  in  a  most  masterly  manner.  For 
general  ideas  on  subjects  which  one  has  not  the  time  to  go  deep 
into,  I  can  state  truly  they  are  the  best  works  which  I  have  had 
the  good  fortune  to  get  my  hands  on." 

But  I  will  go  no  further,  however  tempted,  in  my  recollections 
of  our  lost  brother,  knowing  how  fully  and  admirably  the  story 
of  his  life  will  be  told  by  a  far  abler  pen,  wielded  by  one  whom 
both  A.  T.  Q.  and  the  survivors  of  the  class  of  '66  will  ever  de- 
light to  honor,  as  they  have  ever  loved  him.  But  I  could  not 
refrain  from  offering  these  few  green  leaves  from  memory  as  a 
tribute  of  affection  and  esteem,  and  as  a  contribution  to  this 
memorial  number  of  the  Palm  in  his  honor. 

Will  not  the  lesson  of  his  life  be  peculiarly  an  instructive  one  to 
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the  actives  of  A.  T.  il.  ?  I  trust  it  will;  and  that  it  may  stimulate 
them  to  strive  to  fulfill,  in  a  high  and  perfect  manner,  all  the  du- 
ties, and  responsibilities  and  relations  of  life.  To  be  true  to  all 
trusts,  in  all  circumstances,  and  to  act  from  right  principles  rather 
than  from  considerations  of  self-interest — leaving  the  results  to 
the  Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  Universe,  who  wisely 
orders  all  things  for  our  good.  Then  should  the  grim  Reaper 
spare  us  until  old  age  comes  we  may 

Obey  the  voice  at  eve,  obeyed  at  prime  : 
"  Lowly  faithful,  banish  fear. 
Eight  onward  drive  unharmed  ; 
The  port,  well  worth  the  cruise,  is  near. 
And  every  wave  is  charmed." 

John  G.  James. 


Dear  Brothers: — Perhaps  a  very  large  majority  of  Shakspeare's 
readers,  if  brought  to  a  vote  as  to  their  preference  among  his 
plays,  would  cast  their  ballots  for  Hamlet.  Not  that  this  play, 
as  a  piece  of  literary  art,  is  so  decidedly  superior  to  other  works 
of  the  master,  for  professional  critics  do  not  by  any  means  agree 
that  it  is ;  but,  superior  to  any  mere  technical  criticism,  the  figure 
of  Hamlet  himself  stands  forth  as  the  most  sublime  appeal  to 
universal  sympathy  in  the  range  of  fiction.  No  character  is  in- 
vested with  more  profound  or  pathetic  interest  than  that  of  a 
young  man,  endowed  with  all  noble  attributes,  as  he  goes  out  to 
commence  the  battle  of  life;  and  when,  in  the  very  beginning  of 
the  contest,  we  see  him  fall,  we  yield  ourselves  to  the  emotions 
of  a  fateful  tragedy  indeed.  With  a  certain  awed  astonishment 
we  stand  in  the  presence  of  a  fact  which  opens  to  our  view  noth- 
ing but  an  unfathomable  depth  of  mystery.  It  is  as  if  suddenly 
we  had  come  to  some  edge  of  the  world  unknown  to  science  and 
found  our  way  barred  by  a  limitless  dark  gulf  of  blank  space. 
Trembling,  we  ask  ourselves,  What  has  become  of  this  spark  of 
Divine  light  and  life?  Where  acts  now  this  immortal  Force? 
What  will  the  future  do  for  lack  of  the  infinite  possibilities  here 
destroyed?  "The  rest  is"  indeed  "silence" — the  silence  of  the 
utterly  voiceless. 
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Such  reflections  as  these  have  arisen  from  the  announcement 
in  the  April  Palm  that  a  biographical  notice  of  our  deceased 
founder,  Alfred  Marshall,  would  soon  appear.  The  fact  that  it  is 
to  be  furnished  by  Bro.  Glazebrook  is  sufficient  assurance  that  it 
will  need  no  supplement,  and  this  letter  is  not  offered  as  such. 
It  seems  but  right  that  something  should  be  written  by  an  Alpha 
Tau  who,  during  Bro.  Marshall's  Cadet-life,  was  his  room-mate, 
class-mate,  and  intimate  friend.  It  is  a  mournful  pleasure  to  re-  _ 
call  his  face,  his  voice,  his  very  gestures.  It  is  not  easy  to  record 
here  his  qualities  of  mind  and  soul  as  they  deserve  to  be  recorded. 
The  writer  of  this  has  seen  him  under  all  kinds  of  circumstances — 
in  the  jolly  fellowship  of  our  room,  under  the  mental  strain  of 
class-room  competition,  in  manly  sports,  in  boyish  pranks,  in  the 
social  circle,  on  the  drill-ground,  on  the  march,  in  camp,  on  the 
field  of  battle.  Everywhere  were  conspicuous  traits  which  early 
marked  him  as  superior  to  the  mass  of  young  men  about  him. 
As  a  Cadet,  he  was  remarkably  handsome.  Slender  in  figure,  but 
athletic,  active  and  excelling  in  manly  sports.  He  was  high- 
spirited  and  quick — but  I  never  remember  his  having  a  quarrel.  . 
His  ambition  and  earnestness  as  a  student  were  very  great.  Once 
when  we  had  a  very  difficult  construction  in  Descriptive  Geome- 
try, our  room-mates  could  not  master  it  before  the  drum-beat  for 
"lights  out."  We  therefore  hung  blankets  before  our  windows, 
lighted  our  gas,  and  far  into  the  small  hours  sat  wrestling  with 
the  knotty  problem.  Next  morning  we  went  to  recitation,  many 
with  fear  and  trembling — but  Marshall  was  sure,  and  made  a 
most  brilliant  demonstration.  On  another  occasion  a  problem 
was  presented  to  us  so  full  of  difficulty  that  even  a  very  lucid 
lecture  from  our  professor  did  not  make  it  clear  to  us.  Marshall 
took  it  to  the  woods,  and  after  long  reflection,  fixed  it  in  his 
mind,  with  the  exception  of  one  point ;  that  he  had  explained  by 
a  bright  member  of  the  class  above  us,  and  then  he  came  back 
and  gave  us  the  benefit  of  his  perseverance.  On  the  many 
marches  which  the  cadets  were  called  upon  to  make  in  those  war 
times  he  showed  all  the  best  qualities  of  a  soldier.     Fond  by  na- 
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ture  and  education  of  the  refinements  of  life,  he,  on  these  occa- 
sions, shrank  from  no  hardship  and  avoided  no  labor  however 
rough.  There  was  much  of  the  Spartan  in  his  character,  and  he 
communicated  something  of  it  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  con- 
tact. Good-humored  banter  from  him  was  sure  to  greet  any  of 
his  friends  who  showed  signs  of  weakening  under  the  severe 
strains  often  brought  to  bear  on  us.  The  comic  stage  tone  with 
which  he  often  rallied  a  fagged  out  comrade  on  a  march  when  he 
himself  was  no  less  fagged  can  never  be  forgotten.  On  the  field 
of  New  Market,  after  the  charge  in  which  the  Corps  of  Cadets 
lost  so  heavily,  the  first  room-mate  (except  one  who  stood  next 
to  me  in  the  ranks)  that  I  saw  was  Marshall.  He  came  up  search- 
ing for  our  friends.  His  face  was  radiant  and  his  voice  ringing  with 
delight  as  he  clasped  hands  with  each  one  of  his  room-mates 
and  learned  that  the  only  disabled  one  had  merely  a  flesh  wound- 
Incidents  illustrative  of  his  character  might  be  multiplied,  but 
would  consume  too  much  space  here.  After  the  war,  when  he 
was  Assistant  Professor  at  the  V.  M.  I.,  he  continued  his  studies 
with  the  greatest  zeal.  While  preparing  specially  for  his  profes- 
sion of  civil  engineer,  he  eagerly  sought  all  kinds  of  knowledge. 
While  his  main  business  was  with  the  exact  sciences  he  read 
ethics  and  polite  literature  with  more  than  superficial  glance. 
His  rapid  development  into  a  man  of  very  broad  culture  was  a 
subject  of  constant  remark  among  his  friends.  In  the  year  1868 
I  resigned  my  position  at  the  V.  M.  I.  and  ceased  to  be  associated 
with  him ;  but  reports  came  from  time  to  time  that  in  new  fields 
of  labor  he  was  fast  gaining  that  distinction  which  must  be  the 
reward  of  such  a  character  as  his.  His  untimely  death  abruptly 
closed  a  bright  career,  and  threw  us  back  upon  the  awed  contem- 
plation of  another  instance  of  that  which  to  the  eye  of  sense 
seems  the  wanton  caprice  of  nature  in  destroying  at  a  blow  her 
most  carefully  evolved  products,  but  which  to  the  eye  of  faith  is 
a  mystery  some  day  to  be  solved  in  the  perfection  of  ultimate 
results. 

H.    H.    DiNWIDDIE. 

College  Station^  Texas. 
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NECROLOGY. 


Alfred  Marshall  (Va.  Alpha). 

J.  C.  J.  Clay  (Va.  Beta). 

T.  W.  Bond  (Ky.  Omicron). 

Stephen  Ranney  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  L.  Brower  (N.  C.  Xi). 

J.  W.  Whitfield  (Ky.  Omicron). 

W.  K.  Smith  (Ky.  Mu). 

J.  A.  Shaw  (N.  C.  Xi). 

Saunders  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 

T.  G.  Ivie  (Tenn.  Iota), 

J.  G.  Blackmon  (N.  C.  Xi). 

B.  A.  Gray  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  W.  Currin  (Tenn.  Iota). 

W.  S.  Stephens  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
D.  T.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
George  T.  Lee  (Va.  Beta). 
George  Watson  (Va.  Alpha). 

C.  A.  Ellett  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  P.  Cra^wford  (Va.  Rho). 
George  C.  Humes  (Va.  Delta). 


Isaac  Paul  (Va.  Eta), 
W.  A.  Langhorne  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  H.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
W.  M.  Reed  (Tenn.  Iota). 
Samuel  Hill  (Tenn.  Gamma). 
E.  G.  McClanahan  (Tenn.  Theta). 
E.  D.  Wooley  (N.  C.  Xi). 
Vernon  Via  (Va.  Delta). 
Frank  W.  Walker  (Va.  Alpha). 
W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  C.  Lumpkin  (Tenn.  Lambda): 
T.  B.  Edmiston  (W.  Va.  Zeta). 
A.  O.  Battle  (Tenn.  Lambda). 

D.  C.  McKay  (Ky.  Mu). 
J.  C.  Kinckle  (Va.  Beta). 

J.  R.  McD.  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 
J.  A.  Crichton  (Va.  Alpha). 

E.  C.  Mix  (Va.  Epsilon). 
E.  D.  Campbell  (Va.  Beta). 
W.  B.  Seawell,  Jr.,  (Ky.  Mu). 


S.  B.  Williamson  (Ky.  Mu). 

Note. —  The  members  whose  names  are  found  in  the  above  list 
have  been  reported  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals 
as  deceased;  but  the  particulars  as  to  the  time^  place  or  caiLse  of 
death  are  known  in  the  case  of  only  a  fezv  of  them.  Members 
and  others  who  possess  such  information,  or  who  know  of  other 
cases  of  death  among  the  members  of  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  are 
earnestly  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Editors  of  this  Jour- 
nal—  to  the  end  that  we  may  add  to  our  other  Annals  a  /////  and 
accurate  register  of  our  Dead. 
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OTHER  FRATERNITIES. 


GREEK    NEWS. 

— Sigma  Chi  has  Jionorary  members. 
— Fsi  Upsilon  has  eighteen  chapters. 

—  Chi  Phi  has  twenty  active  chapters. 

— Phi  Kappa  Psis  waltzes  are  well  spoken  of. 

— Phi  Gamma  Delta  has  entered  University  of  California. 

—  CJii  Plii's  chapter  at  Brown  University  has  a  tennis  club. 

— Delta  Kappa  Epsilon's  building  at  Amherst  was  burned  re- 
cently. 

— Plii  Gamma  Delta  has  a  chapter  at  Racine  College,  Wis. 

— Delta  Tau  Delta  s  last  Crescent  is  the  largest  ever  published- 

— Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  is  said  to  have  entered  Minnesota  Uni- 
versity. 

— Delta  Beta  Phis  fourth  annual  convention  met  in  Philadel- 
phia April  30th. 

— Sigma  Chi  is  thinking  of  giving  a  charter  to  her  Cincinnati 
Alumni. 

— PJii  Delta  Theta  compels  her  members  to  subscribe  lor  The 
Scroll  on  initiation. 

— Delta  Tail  Delta's  next  annual  convention  will  meet  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  August  17th. 

—  Beta  Theta  Pi's  catalogue  is  in  press.  It  will  doubtless  be  a 
grand  affair. 

—Phi  Kappa  Psi's  Chautauqua  reunion  on  August  i8th  pro- 
mises to  be  a  success. 

— Delta  Gamma  (Ladies'  Fraternity)  held  a  convention  on  May 
14th,  at  Oxford,  Miss. 

— Sigma  Chi  at  its  last  convention  decided  to  publish  its  sup- 
plementary catalogue  in  its  magazine. 
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— Psi  Upsilon's  forty-eighth  annual  convention  met  in  Chicago 
May  1 8th,  and  was  a  very  successful  one. 

— Zcta  Psi's  last  annual  convention  was  held  with  its  young 
but  prosperous  chapter  at  the  University  of  Toronto,  Canada. 

— Beta  TJieta  Pi  sa.ys:  "Of  our  rival  Fraternities  at  Delaware 
C/ii  Phi  is  at  present  ranked  first  and  Sigma  Chi  last. 

— Phi  Kappa  Psi  is  strongest  in  number  of  men  at  Pennsylva- 
nia College,  Phi  Delta  TJieta  next,  followed  by  Phi  Gamma  Delta^ 
says  the  Sigma  Chi. 

— Delta  Tail  Deltas  "Greek  World"  is  conceded  to  give  habi- 
tually a  fuller  report  of  the  doings  and  sayings  of  the  other 
Greeks  than  that  of  any  other  Fraternity  publication. 

— Phi  Kappa  Psi  has  lately  established  three  new  chapters, 
viz.,^t  University  of  Mississippi,  Oxford,  at  the  Pacific  University, 
San  Jose,  Cal.,  and  at  Hobart  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y. 

— Phi  Gamma  Delta  is  said  to  have  reorganized  her  "Alpha"' 
at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College  with  the  men  whose  peti- 
tion Chi  Phi  rejected  at  its  last  convention. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phi  is  trying  to  get  a  footing  at  Ohio  Wesleyan 
University,  and  Beta  Theta  Pi  has  sounded  the  watchword  for 
Yale,  so  says  the  Chi  Phi  Quarterly. 

— The  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  has  five  hundred  subscribers,  and  con- 
sequently a  financial  surplus.     The  Crescent  of  Delta  Tau  Delta 

has  a  good  income.     TJie  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm  has well, 

one  or  two  liabilities. 

— Psi  Upsilon  has  decided  to  revive  the  Diamond.  The  paper 
will  be  edited  by  undergraduates,  though  under  the  control  of  the 
W.  T.  Executive  Council,  whse  secretary,  Mr.  Smiley,  has  been 
much  interested  in  the  revival  of  the  journal. —  The  Star  and  Cre- 
scent of  Alpha  Delta  Phi. 

— Phi  Gamma  Delta. — The  second  annual  State  Convention 
of  Pennsylvania  chapters  was  held  in  Pittsburgh,  April  ist.  The 
publishing  of  a  song  book  is  again  receiving  some  attention. 
The  importance  of  the  revival  of  dead  chapters  and  the  opening 
in  the  South  are  also  being  discussed. —  The  Shield. 

— A.  T.  Q.,  in  addition  to  founding  a  chapter  at  University  of 
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Pennsylvania,  has  placed  a  sub  rosa  chapter  at  another  institution 
and  revived  its  Mu  Chapter  at  Kentucky  Military  Institute. —  The 
Shield  iox  April. 

Yes,  friend;  and  we  have  organized  another  since  you  wrote 

the  above. 

— The  Star  and  Q^esceitt  says:  "On  the  i8th  day  of  May,  at 
five  o'clock,  one  hundred  and  four  Alpha  Belts,  representing 
nearly  every  chapter,  were  gathered  in  the  Masonic  Temple  in 
New  York,  to  receive  the  new  brothers  who  now  bear  the  stand- 
ard of  Alpha  Delta  Phi  in  Columbia." 

— The  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  asserts  that  the  "  Other  Fraternity 
Notes  "  in  Beta  Theta  Pi  are  a  series  of  malicious  squibs. — The 
■Star  and  Crescent. 

We  heartily  endorse  the  statement. —  The  Crescent  (J.  T.  J.). 

The  Pahn  is  never  favored  with  a  copy,  and  hence  can't  say 
how  true  the  charge  is. 

— We  have  no  objections  to  other  Fraternity  organs  using  our 
'GREEK  WORLD,  for  we  do  the  same  with  theirs,  but  every 
once  and  a  while  we  give  them  credit  for  it,  just  to  vary  the  mo- 
notony and  ease  our  conscience.  Couldn't  the  kindness  be  re- 
turned ? — Delta  Tan  Delta  Crescent. 

Just  so.     We'll  ease  onr  conscience  every  now  and  then. 

— The  shield  advocates  the  creation  of  a  new  office,  viz.,  that 
■of  Grand  Historian  of  the  Fraternity,  as  well  as  a  like  (subsidia- 
ry) office  in  each  chapter.  Alpha  Tau  Omega  long  since  saw  the 
necessity  of  such  a  step,  as  witness  her  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of 
Annals  and  Worthy  Keeper  of  Annals.  And  we  assert  that  the 
office  is  no  sinecure. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phiy  Beta  Theta  Pi  and  Delta  Upsilon  are  at  Har- 
vard. Fraternities  wishing  to  establish  chapters  there  must  first 
submit  to  the  college  secretary  a  copy  of  their  constitution,  and, 
if  approved  by  the  Faculty,  they  are  then  allowed  to  organize. 
It  is  only  within  the  past  few  years  that  even  this  privilege  was 
granted. —  Chi  Phi  Quarterly. 

We  are  sure  Alpha  Tau  Omega  can  stand  that  test. 

— James  A.  Garfield,  President  of  the  United  States,  had  an- 
other honor  thrust  upon  him  in  his  being  elected  President  of 
Delta  Upsilo7i  at  its  October  convention.  We  wonder  whether  he 
will  be  on  hand  at  their  next  convention.     After  all,  isn't  it  bet- 
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ter  to  avoid  this  "  figure-head  "  business,  and  place  such  men  at  the 
head  of  a  fraternity  as  are  willing  and  ready  to  fulfill  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  position  to  which  they  are  called?  J.  2Vs  Chap- 
ter at  Williams  College,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  has  been 
dead  since  1863,  but  efforts  are  making  to  revive  it. —  Chi  Phi 
Quainter ly  for  April. 

— The  Crescent  says  "  the  University  of  Virginia  has  seventeen 
fraternities,  but  they  are  mostly  small  in  numbers  and  are  fed  by  fra- 
ternity men  coming  from  other  colleges  in  the  South.  It  is  said 
that  very  few  are  initiated  at  the  University."  You  are  partly 
right,  but  "mostly"  wrong.  There  are  sixteen  fraternities  there  now 
{vide  our  Virginia  Delta  letter  in  this  number),  and  the  average 
membership  is  about  ten.  It  is  true  that  some  of  the  members 
come  from  other  chapters,  but  the  majority  of  each  Fraternity  is 
made  up  of  indigenous  material.  Tell  your  "  Extension  Com- 
mittee "  to  visit  this  field ;  the  soil  is  by  no  means  exhausted. 

— The  Crescent,  a  ten-page  monthly  quarto,  published  by  the 
Delta  Tau  Delta  Fraternity,  under  the  direction  of  its  Alpha 
Chapter,  Charles  E.  Richmond,  editor-in-chief,  Meadville,  Pa. 
We  like  the  Crescent  immensely — it  is  high-toned,  well  conduct- 
ed, and  full  of  interesting  chapter  news.  The  last  number  con- 
tains several  bits  of  interesting  history  as  to  some  of  the  foun- 
ders of  J.  7'.  A. — Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm. 

Count  the  pages  again,  friend  Anderson. — Crescent. 

Beg  pardon.  Brother  Richmond  ;  twelve,  we  meant  to  say.  By 
the  way,  the  Palm,  in  its  announcement,  promised  "not  less  than 
forty-eight  pages,"  and  lo,  it  has  furnished  its  readers  sixty  odd  in 
every  issue.     "How's  that  for  high"? 

— A  member  of  CJii  Psi  several  months  ago  caused  the  arrest 
of  a  United  States  mail  agent  on  the  Pennsylvania  road  for  rob- 
ing the  mail  of  a  Chi  PJii  badge  which  was  in  transitu  to  its 
owner  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  from  a  young  lady  to  whom  it  had  been 
loaned.  We  do  not  know  the  result  of  the  agent's  trial,  which 
took  place  last  month,  but  suppose  he  was  found  guilty,  as  the 
evidence  against  him  was  overwhelming.  This  incident  reminds 
us  that  we  recovered  from  a  policeman  of  this  city  a  little  while 
ago  an  .7.  T.  ii.  badge,  which  was  lost  by  the  owner  in  North 
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Carolina  while  he  was  en  route  to  Alabama.     It  is  strange  how 

lost  Fraternity  badges  do  turn  up  sometimes, 

— In  brief,  Phi  Kappa  Psi  at  the  O.  W.  U.  is  an  organization 
without  any  definite  object  in  view  except  to  scheme  for  positions 
on  programmes  which  they  are  not  capable  of  filling,  to  misrep- 
resent sister  fraternities  to  outside  parties,  to  send  communica- 
tions to  the  fraternity's  y<:?7/r>^«/ that  are  void  of  sense  or  proprie- 
ty, and  to  pursue  a  diabolical  course  of  conduct  that  well  merits 
the  embarrassments  they  have  encountered,  but  at  the  same  time 
brings  reproach  on  the  name  "fraternity." — The  Phi  Gamma 
Delta, 

We  know  nothing  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi  at  the  Ohio  Wesleyan 

University,  but  wherever  we  have  seen  and  known  her  chapters, 

we  have  invariably  found  them  to  be  composed  of  the  highest 

type  of  men — men  whom  A.  T.  i?.,  or  any  other  Fraternity,  would 

have  been  proud  to  enroll  under  her  banner. 

— The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Congress  convened  in  biennial  ses- 
sion at  Macon,  Ga.,  on  December  29th  last,  in  the  midst  of  the 
coldest  weather  experienced  in  that  State  for  probably  thirty 
years.  The /V?/;;^  simply  says:  "The  chapters  were  well  repre- 
sented, much  enthusiasm  was  manifested,  and  a  large  amount  of 
solid,  beneficial  work  was  accomplished."  That  paper  received 
the  official  sanction  of  the  fraternity,  and  Joseph  R.  Anderson, 
Jr.,  Esq.,  was  continued  as  editor-in-chief.  Steps  were  taken 
looking  to  the  further  extension  of  the  order,  by  establishing 
chapters  in  some  of  our  northern  and  western  institutions.  Thus 
far  A.  T.  i2.  has  been  confined  exclusively  to  southern  colleges. 
The  next  meeting  of  the  Congress  will  be  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C.—  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  (April). 

Readjust  your  spectacles,  friend  Zweizig,  and  look  again  at  the 

Palm,  and,  our  word  for  it,  you  will  find  no  less  than  seven  pages 

of  our  sixty-four  filled  with  the  doings  of  our  late  Congress. 

—  The  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  (April)  says:  "Iota,  at  last  report, 
had  but  two  men  in  college.  The  class  of  students  at  Mercer 
has  been  such  as  to  offer  no  desirable  candidates,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence the  chapter  has  been  on  a  steady  decline  ever  since  the 
ban  was  removed  from  the  University  of  Georgia.  The  matter 
of  surrendering  the  charter  had  been  spoken  of  during  last  year, 
but  it  was  finally  determined  to  await  the  opening  of  another 
term.     The  same  result  followed  ;  no  pupils  came  whom  we  cared 
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to  initiate,  and  tlie  chapter  is  now  virtually  dead,  although  the 
charter  is  still  held  by  those  in  college,  subject  to  further  orders 
from  the  Grand  Lodge," 

The  foregoing  statement  is  a  slander  on  Mercer  University, 
however  it  may  affect  our  neighbor.  Our  senior  visited  this  uni- 
versity not  long  since  and  knows  what  he  says.  It  is  a  most  ex- 
cellent institution,  and  the  character  of  its  students  is  unexcelled 
anyzuliere.  AlpJia  Tan  Omega  has  a  most  flourishing  chapter  there 
that  numbers  now  probably  twenty,  and  their  standing  is  as  high 
as  that  of  any  students  at  any  college  in  the  land. 

— Phi  Delta  Theta  has  lost  her  chapter  at  Wooster.  Four  of 
her  members  joined  Phi  Kappa  Psi — the  rest  went  to  other  col- 
leges, one  of  whom  having  entered  Ohio  Wesleyan,  is  now  a 
member  of  our  Chi  Chapter.  Phi  Delta  Theta,  at  its  last  con- 
vention, divided  its  chapters  into  five  provinces,  and  a  president 
v^as  appointed  for  each  province,  who  is  to  have  special  charge 
of  the  interests  of  the  fraternity  therein.  Provision  was  also 
made  at  that  time  for  the  publication  during  1881-82  of  an  elab- 
orate biographical  catalogue,  which  is  expected  to  equal,  in  ar- 
rangement and  completeness,  anything  in  that  line  ever  published. 
Very  stringent  rules  were  also  made  against  letting  the  Scroll  fall 
into  the  hands  of  non-Phi's.  It  is  just  such  a  policy  as  this  that 
tends  to  degrade  a  journal  to  the  rank  of  a  mere  party  "  organ," 
and  this  in  tern  deludes  the  members  into  an  idea  that  other  fra- 
ternities are  dreadfully  beneath  notice,  while  their  own  is  a  model 
of  perfection — an  idea  that  is  only  dispelled  when  such  a  calamity 
as  happened  at  Wooster  falls  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  them. —  Chi 
Phi  Quarterly,  for  April. 

The  Phi  Gamma  Delta,  always  an  outspoken  sheet,  in  its  num- 
ber for  February,  has  a  vigorous  article  entitled  "The  Executive 
Head."  The  writer  admits  himself  to  be  "a  thorough  partizan." 
"  I  view  the  question  from  but  one  standpoint :  that  the  Grand 
Chapter  is  not  properly  chosen,  is  too  large,  too  cumbersome,  too 
slow,  too  complex,  and  too  much  muffled  and  swathed  in  red  tape 
to  properly  discharge  the  executive  functions  of  a  healthy,  grow- 
ing, aggressive  fraternity."  *  *  "  j  question  the  possibility  of 
gathering  an  equal  number  of  men  who  are  more  anxious,  more 
willing  to  do,  more  thoroughly  in  earnest,  according  to  their 
h"ght  and  opportunities,  than  those  who  now  make  up  the  execu- 
tive  head."  *  *  "  FLighteen  business  men  in  New  York  city 
who  would  keep  pace  with  their  rivals,  cannot  spare  enough  time 
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to  give  proper  attention  to  the  affairs  of  the  fraternity.  There  is 
no  centering  of  responsibihty ;  a  corporation  has  no  soul  to  be 
damned,  no  body  to  be  kicked,  consequently  is  safe  from  the 
wrath  of  both  gods  and  men."  This  is  followed  in  the  March 
number  by  a  very  mild  and  good-natured  response  from  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Grand  Chapter,  showing  that  delays  and  disappoint- 
ments were  largely  due  to  the  neglect  of  under-graduates  to  sup- 
ply information  and  to  the  lack  of  their  moral  support. 

The  (IK  r.  A.  Grand  Chapter  holds  regular  monthly  meetings. — 
The  Star  and  Crescent. 

You  are  right,  brother;  too  much  szvathing  in  **  red  tape  ^'  is 

unwholesome. 

— The  Crescent  of  Delta  Tan  Delta  says  :  "All  those  who  read 
our  Greek  World  columns  have  noticed  that  many  of  the  other 
fraternities  have  alumni  reunions  and  banquets  in  the  large  cities. 
New  York  is  prolific  in  these.  Boston  and  Chicago  have  them 
frequently.  Why  does  not  Delta  Tau  have  them  ?  They  surely 
do  much  good.  They  keep  alive  the  fraternity  associations  of  our 
alumni  and  renew  their  allegience  to  the  fraternity.  There  are 
at  least  a  dozen  cities  where  we  have  enough  alumni  to  get  up 
one  of  these  suppers  yearly  and  have  a  real  old-fashioned  Delta 
time.  Pittsburgh,  Chicago,  Cincinnati,  Indianapolis,  New  York 
and  others  have  quite  a  list  of  alumni.  At  Meadville,  Easton, 
Athens,  Lancaster,  Galesburg  and  such  cities  where  there  is  a 
chapter  of  actives,  the  alumni  turn  out  at  the  chapter  banquets, 
and  we  know,  from  having  seen  their  happy  faces  and  heard  their 
witty  speeches,  that  they  enjoy  such  occasions.  Let  us  have  a 
move  made  in  these  cities  for  such  an  end.  It  will  do  the  partici- 
pants and  fraternity  much  good.  The  *  old  boys '  can  get  together 
and  talk  of  'old  times,'  and  the  report  of  it  in  the  papers  will 
keep  the  fraternity  before  the  public  and  influence  new  students 
in  our  favor." 

Suppose  you  try  Alpha  Tau  Omega  s  plan  of  State  Ahunni  As- 
sociations. This  is  one  of  the  many  good  features  of  it;  but  the 
prime  object  and  aim  of  our  State  Associations  is  to  do  work — 
telling  zvork  for  the  fraternity  at  large. 


KIND  WORDS   FROM  OTHER  GREEKS. 

[From  The  Star  and  Crescent  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi.] 

We  have  received  two  numbers  of  a  new  fraternity  journal — 
the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm — an  octavo  magazine  of  sixty  pages. 
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published  five  times  a  year  by  the  //.  7'.  Q.  Publishing  House, 
Richmond,  Va.  The  journal  is  brimful  of  fraternity  spirit,  and 
has  a  hearty  good-will  and  pleasant  words  for  other  fraternities 
and  their  publications.  The  //.  T.  il.  Fraternity  was  founded 
shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war,  at  the  Virginia  Military  Insti- 
tute, but  spread  rapidly,  twenty-nine  chapters  having  been  estab- 
lished. All  the  active  chapters,  except  one  at  Chicago,  are  in 
the  South,  but  an  earnest  desire  is  expressed  for  wider  extension 
at  the  North.  If  the  energy  and  enterprise  evinced  by  the  Paint 
continue  to  be  characteristic  of  the  fraternity,  we  shall  welcome 
her  chapters  to  the  New  England  colleges  before  many  years 
have  passed  away. 


[From  The  Shield  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi.] 

A.  T.  Q.  has  just  entered  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  with 
excellent  material  and  prospects.  Welcome  and  success.  The 
University  has  now  seven  fraternities  and  over  one  thousand  stu- 
dents in  its  various  departments.  The  course  in  the  Towne 
Scientific  School  extends  through  five  years — Freshman,  Sopho- 
more, Sub-Junior,  Junior  and  Senior.  The  classical  is  the  usual 
four  years,  the  law  two  years,  each  extending  from  October  to 
June.  The  medical  extends  through  three  years  of  five  months 
each.  During  the  summer  medical  lectures  are  delivered,  and 
these  are  largely  attended  by  the  students  who  remain  here. 


[From  The  Crescent  of  Delta  Tau  Delta.] 

A.  T.  ^J.  is  thinking  of  spreading  its  borders  into  the  North. 
Its  principles,  as  emphasized  in  the  Pa/m,  make  it  worthy  of  a 
large  territory.     Delta  Tau  Delta  bids  it  welcome. 

Again: 

A.  T.  Q.  has  thrown  off  its  coat  and  gone  in.  Three  new 
chapters  have  been  formed  since  its  convention.  One  is  sub  rosa, 
the  other  two  are  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  and  a  revival 
at  Kentucky  Military  Institute.     Business! 


[From  The  Sigma  Chi.] 

The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm,  the  official  organ  of  that  frater- 
nity, is  published  at  Richmond,  Va.  The  journal  is  a  very  good 
one,  and  bids  fair  to  rank  among  the  first  of  the  magazines  pub- 
lished by  Greek  letter  societies.  Its  tone  is  dignified  and  gentle- 
manly, and  we  wish  it  all  the  success  possible.  The  fraternity  as 
a  body  is  a  strikingly  liberal  one,  and  one  which  will  cast  a  good 
influence  wherever  it  plants  itself  Long  may  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  and  her  Palm  wave. 
4 
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[Prom  W.  L.  McClurg,  Esq.,  Secretary  of  the  Extension  Committee  of  Delta  Tau  Delta.] 

I  received  the  last  number  of  the  Palm,  I  suppose,  through  ar- 
rangements made  by  our  authorities  at  Meadville.  I  am  very 
glad  to  add  it  to  our  list  of  exchanges.  It  is  a  high-toned  paper, 
and  one  any  Fraternity  might  be  willing  to  recognize  as  its  offi- 
cial organ.     I  shall  anticipate  its  coming  with  pleasure. 

From  the  same  at  a  later  date : 

Allow  me  to  congratulate  you  on  establishing  a  chapter  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  It  is  an  excellent  institution;  stand- 
ing very  well  among  the  eastern  colleges Alpha 

Tau  Omega's  start  northward  is  very  promising.     May  the  future 
eqjaal  it. 


[From  C.  R.  Trowbridge,  Esq.,  Editor-in-Chief  of  Sigma  Chi.] 

The  copy  of  the  Pah)t  came  to-day.  Please  accept  my  thanks 
for  it.  I  like  it  immensely — think  it  is  one  of  the  best  journals 
I  have  seen,  and  I  have  seen  not  a  few. 

*  *  *  It  would  give  me  a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  see  a 
chapter  of  A.  T.  Q.  started  here  (Pennsylvania  College),  and  not 
only  myself,  but,  I  think,  every  fraternity  here.  You  have  won 
the  admiration  and  respect  of  every  Fraternity  by  your  high 
principle  and  your  liberality  towards  other  Fraternities.  I  know 
this  to  be  a  fact.     *     *     *     * 

With  best  wishes  for  you  in  your  enterprise,  and  hoping  to 
hear  from  you,  I  am,  very  truly  yours,  &c. 


OUR  GREEK  EXCHANGES. 

Since  we  last  noticed  our  exchanges  they  have  been  coming 
regularly,  and  now  our  table  is  strewn  with  them.  Each  one  as 
it  arrived  was  glanced  through  (for  we  drop  everything  to  do 
that)  and  then  laid  by  in  a  secure  corner  of  our  sanctum  for 
careful  reading  when  we  should  have  the  requisite  leisui'e. 

Leisure,  did  we  say?  Well,  that  is  not  exactly  the  word;  we 
don't  mean  that.     But  here  they  are: 
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The  Chi  Pht  Quarterly.  Sixty-foicr  pages  octavo.  M.  Luther 
Zweizig,  Editor-in-Chief,  Reading,  Pa. 

The  Fraternity  whose  name  this  journal  bears  should  be  proud 
of  it — and  we  are  sure  it  is — for  it  is  wanting  in  nothing  that 
could  be  required  of  it.  Under  its  present  efficient  management 
it  is  conducted  in  an  able  and  dignified  manner.  In  its  various 
departments  of  **  Miscellany,"  "  Chapter  Items  and  Personals," 
''Other  Fraternities,"  "College  Items,"  and  ''The  Editor's  Sanc- 
tum" there  is  always  to  be  found  matter  interesting  to  the  general 
Greek  world.  We  have  been  specially  struck  with  its  thorough 
system  of  Chapter  Reports.  We  counted  twenty  active  chapters 
on  its  roll,  and  we  saw  reports  from  all  of  them.  We  would  like 
to  know  how  this  is  managed ;  how  the  chapter  secretaries  are 
made  so  obedient  to  the  calls  of  the  Editor-in-Chief. 

These  officers  are  faithful  workers  and  deserve  all  praise  for 
their  habitual  attention  to  duty  in  thus  lessening  the  labors  of 
their  heavily-taxed  chief  and  his  associates,  while  at  the  same 
time  giving  the  Fraternity  at  large  so  many  items  of  interest 
touching  their  respective  chapters.  In  this  feature  The  Chi  Phi 
Quarterly  is  entitled  to  the  palm  over  all  the  other  Fraternity 
journals.  Its  letter- press,  and  in  fact  whole  mechanical  get-up,  is 
all  that  the  most  fastidious  Greek  could  wish,  and  reflects  credit 
on  the  publisher. 

The  Crescent.  A  monthly  journal  published  by  the  Delta  Tau 
De.'ta  Fraternity.  Twelve  pages  quarto.  C.  E.  Richmond,  Edi- 
tor-in-Chief, Meadville,  Pa. 

We  have  the  numbers  for  April,  May  and  June  before  us,  and 
they  are  all  brimful  of  good  reading  in  the  shape  of  poems,  his- 
torical sketches  of  chapters,  contributed  articles  on  questions  vital 
to  Greeks,  and  especially  Delta  Taus,  chapter  letters,  alumni  news, 
news  of  other  Greeks,  and  short,  pithy  editorials.  We  confess 
to  a  great  liking  for  The  Crescent.  Without  meaning  to  detract 
from  the  merits  of  our  other  exchanges,  we  like  The  Crescent  par 
excellence.     We  have  read  every  number  that  has  been  kindly 


242  Alpha  Tail  Omega  Pabn. 

sent  to  us  with  keen  interest  and  pleasure,  and  we  can  truthfully 
say  we  have  failed  to  observe  a  line  in  the  publication  that  we 
could  condemn  on  the  ground  of  a  want  of  liberality,  of  lofty 
tone,  or  of  out-spoken  manliness. 

It  is  conducted  with  wonderful  spirit  and  much  ability.  Its 
''  Greek  World"  is  specially  well  conducted,  both  as  to  the  variety 
of  news  it  contains  and  the  fresh  and  sparkling  manner  in  which 
it  is  furnished.  In  this  particular,  at  least,  it  takes  the  lead  in 
Fraternity  journalism.  All  the  rest  of  us  borrow  habitually  from 
its  "Greek  World,"  and  our  respective  journals  are  the  better  off 
for  the  help  thus  obtained. 

The  current  number  of  Ihe  Crescent  is  particularly  noticeable 
for  its  sprightliness.  About  half  of  its  space  is  taken  up  with 
the  announcement  of  the  coming  Convention  of  J.  T.  J.  and  of 
the  coming  delegates  and  other  important  personages,  interspersed 
with  wood-cuts  which,  though  ludicrous  (and  possibly  undigni- 
fied), at  least  show  that  Delta  Tau  Delta  has  a  journal  that  is 
wide-awake  to  her  interests  and  determined  to  advance  her  cause. 
We  advise  every  Alpha  Tau  to  buy  a  copy  of  the  June  number 
of  Tlie  Crescent  (price,  twelve  cents)  if  his  spirits  need  exhilara- 
ting. 

TJie  Shield — Phi  Kappa  Psi.  A  quarto  of  twelve  pages,  pub- 
lished mothly  at  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

This  is  one  of  our  most  valued  exchanges.  The  last  three  or 
four  numbers  are  before  us,  and  they  are  all  good. 

The  Shield  \s  unpretentious  in  its  mechanical  dress,  being  more 
^  paper  than  a  magazine,  but  it  is  a  thoroughly  staunch,  high- 
toned  and  reliable  publication.  It  is  a  great  favorite  with  us,  be- 
cause we  know  the  man  at  the  helm,  and  we  know  him  to  be  sans 
peur  et  sans  reproche.  No  Fraternity  organ  with  such  a  con- 
ductor can  fail  of  its  mission,  and  no  Fraternity  that  will  support 
stich  an  organ  can  remain  inactive.  But  is  The  Shield  properly 
supported?  It  would  seem  not  if  "A  Proposition"  in  the  May 
number  states  the  case  correctly. 
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The  Star  and  Crescent.  The  journal  of  the  Ahha  Dd'a  Phi 
Fraternity.  Published  quarterly  at  New  York  by  The  Star  and 
Crescent  Publishing  Company. 

This  is  a  quarto  of  twenty-five  pages,  and  is  exquisitely  print- 
ed. The  last  (May)  number  has  reached  us.  The  Alpha  Delta 
Phi  is  one  of  the  oldest  as  well  as  one  of  the  best  Fraternities  in 
the  country,  and  yet  its  journal  is  only  in  its  first  year.  How- 
ever, The  Star  and  Crescent  merits  a  place  by  the  side  of  the  very 
best  College  Fraternity  publications  in  the  land,  for  it  is  most  ably 
edited. 

The  Alpha  Delta  Phi  Fraternity  has  a  very  large  membership 
which  embraces^  the  names  of  some  of  the  ripest  scholars  of 
America;  and  it  is  noticeable  (and  the  fact  speaks  well  for  the 
Fraternity)  that  these  very  gentlemen  are  active  in  their  zeal  for 
the  Fraternity,  and  in  supporting  its  official  organ.  With  such 
alumni  and  with  correspondingly  earnest  actives^  there  can  be  but 
one  opinion  as  to  the  standing  of  this  journal — in  one  word,  it  is 
first-class. 

We  cannot  forbear,  however,  noticing  at  some  length  the  fol- 
lowing editorial  remark  in  the  last  number  of  The  Star  and  Cre- 
scent which  was  called  forth  by  a  letter  from  the  Hon.  Cassius  M. 
Clay,  of  Kentucky  (an  alumnus),  in  reply  to  some  queries  of  the 
editor  regarding  Edncation  in  the  South:, 

''Higher  Southern  education,  in  which  Alpha  Delta  Phi  is  chiefly 
interested,  has,  as  yet,  hardly  become  sufficiently  important  to  de- 
mand her  attention.  For  many  years  the  cidture-se eking  Southeimer 
must  come  to  Northern  Colleges  where  Alpha  Delta  Phi  is  already 
established." 

Now,  we  take  exception  to  that  part  of  the  extract  which  we  have 
put  in  italics.  The  statements  therein  made  are  unjust  to  the 
Southern  people — aye,  are  untrue.  We  indignantly  deny  that  the 
''culture-seeking  Southerner"  has  or  ever  had  to  go  to  "Northern 
Colleges";  and  we  summon  our  living,  and  the  shades  of  our  de- 
parted, Southern  scholars  who  never  put  foot  into  "Northern  Col- 
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leges"  to  attest  the  truth  of  our  counter-statement.  Why,  what 
school  in  the  land  ever  had  the  prestige  of  old  "  William  and 
Mary  College  in  Virginia,''  which  was  established  in  1692 — being 
the  second  oldest  college  in  America,  endowed  with  lands  and 
placed  under  the  patronage  of  the  King  and  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  eight  y^d^rs  before  Yale  3.nd  fifty -four  y^diYS  before  Prince- 
ton were  founded? 

It  was  to  this  ancient  seat  of  learning  our  ancestors  were  wont 
to  resort ;  and  it  was  there  those  worthies  whose  names  hav^e 
shed  undying  lustre  on  the  American  Union,  and  whose  achieve- 
ments have,  in  great  part,  made  America's  history,  "those  who 
shaped  the  institutions  of  the  United  States  which  have  shaped 
the  destinies  of  the  human  race  " — such  men  as  Theodrick  Bland, 
Peyton  Randolph,  Carter  Braxton,  George  Wythe,  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Page,  Edmund  Randolph,  James  Monroe,  John 
Marshall,  James  Barbour,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  William  B.  Giles, 
Benjamin  Watkins  Leigh,  Chapman  Johnson,  John  Tyler,  John 
Randolph  of  Roanoke,  Spencer  Roane,  William  C.  Rives,  John 
J.  Crittenden,  John  Nelson,  Winfield  Scott,  and  a  host  of  others — 
sought  diwd  fonnd  \hdl  culture  which  helped  to  form  the  basis  for 
their  greatness.  And,  afterwards,  when  Washington  College  (en- 
dowed by  Washington),  and  the  University  of  Virginia  (called 
into  being  by  Jefferson),  and  the  University  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  Virginia  Military  Institute  (whose  eleves  killed  in  battle 
far  outnumber  those  of  West  Point,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
the  latter  school  has  been  in  operation  just  twice  as  long),  and 
the  Universities  of  Georgia,  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  and  the 
score  of  other  colleges  in  the  South,  were  founded — did  our 
Southern  youth  have  to  go  to  "Northern  Colleges"  for  their 
"higher  education"?  We  answer  no;  they  went  by  hundreds 
and  thousands  to  their  own  Southern  schools,  and  so  ever  since 
then  the  young  men  of  the  South — except  in  rare  and  excep- 
tional cases — have   patronized  the   schools  whence  issued,  tho- 
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roughly  furnished,  their  fathers  and  their  fathers'  fathers  in  years 
agone. 

It  is  true,  alas!  too  true,  that  the  Universities  and  Colleges  of 
the  South  have  not  now — as  so  many  in  the  North  have — the 
endoivnients  that  create  princely  revenues.  The  late  terrible  war 
is  chiefly  responsible  for  that  want  now.  But  yet  they  all  (or 
nearly  all)  have  managed  by  a  generous  patronage  of  students 
(hundreds  coming  from  the  wealthy  North)  to  recuperate  their 
fallen  fortunes,  so  that  now,  as  of  yore,  the  highest  education  can 
be  obtained  within  their  walls.  And  we  reiterate  that,  barring 
the  question  of  endozvment ,  and  considering  the  sole  question  of 
ability  to  furnish  a  complete  and  thorough  education^  the  Colleges 
of  the  South  are  quite  abreast  of  those  of  the  North. 

In  conclusion,  we  cordially  invite  Alpha  Delta  Phi  to  come 
South,  to  locate  chapters  in  the  best  Southern  schools,  and  thus 
see  for  herself  what  is  the  truth  regarding  "Southern  education" 
and  ''Southern  culture." 

TJie  Sigma  Chi.  Devoted  to  the' interests  of  the  Sigma  Chi 
Fraternity. 

This  is  the  latest  venture  in  Fraternity  journalism.  It  is  an 
octavo  of  about  forty  pages,  published  at  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  with 
Charles  R.  Trowbridge  as  Editor-in-Chief  Two  numbers  only 
have  been  issued  as  yet,  the  last  (June)  number  being  before  us 
now. 

The  Sigma  Chi  starts  out  nobly,  and  we  do  not  doubt  its  final 
triumph.  It  is  dignified,  high-toned,  and  well-edited.  Its  ulti- 
mate success  requires  the  fulfillment  of  but  one  other  condition 
— viz :  that  it  shall  secure  the  support  of  the  Fraternity  whose 
interests  it  was  established  to  promote;  and  we  sincerely  trust 
the  Fraternity  will  freely  give  its  support.  We  welcome  this 
handsome  newcomer  with  our  best  bow,  and  bid  it  godspeed  in 
its  work  of  love. 

We  have,  however,  a  "crow  to  pick"  with  The  Sigma  Chi  on 
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its  very  threshold  into  the  ''mysteries"  of  our  journahstic  circle* 
In  calling  on  the  members  to  work  this  summer  for  their  maga- 
zine, it  uses  these  words:  "We  do  not  say,  in  the  words  of  The 
Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm^ — *  Help  us,  cash  us,  or  we  perish,' — 
but  want  you  to  do  what  you  can."  Trowbridge,  we  challenge 
you  to  find  those  words  in  the  Palm^  if  you  can.  No,  brother, 
you  can't  do  it.  You  must  teach  your  scissors  man  better  man- 
ners than  to  try  to  put  into  our  mouth  words  that  we  never  ut- 
tered.    But  we'll  forgive  him. 

In  concluding  this  rather  long  notice  of  our  Greek  exchanges, 
we  have  only  to  say  that  we  deeply  appreciate  the  kind  treatment 
our  Journal  has  received  at  their  hands.  We  are  also  truly  grate- 
ful for  their  commendation  of  our  humble  but  sincere  efforts  in 
the  field  of  Greek  journalism.  And  we  wish  them  all  to  know 
that  we  heartily  reciprocate  the  kindly  feelings  they  have  so  gen- 
erously expressed  towards  the  Palm,  as  well  as  towards  the  Fra- 
ternity in  whose  sole  interest  it  labors;  and  further,  that  while  we 
shall  ever  stand  up  fearlessly  for  the  cause  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
(which  is  nearest  our  heart),  as  well  as  for  the  la7id  of  her  birth, 
we  shall,  at  the  same  time,  endeavor  to  avoid  allowing  anything 
to  enter  our  Journal  that  may  interrupt  our  present  cordial  and 
delightful  relations,  or  that  may  lay  us  open  to  the  charge  oi  sec- 
tionalism in  its  lower  sense. 
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MISCELLANY. 


OFFICIAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity, 

Executive  Department, 
Office  of  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Exchequer, 

June  ist,  188 1. 
Dear  Brothers  in  A.   T.  Q.: 

In  the  repoVt  of  Bro.  Jas.  B.  Green,  who  held  for  a  time  the 
offrice  of  W.  G.  K.  E,  to  our  last  Congress,  a  recommendation 
was  made  that  the  Congress  appropriate  a  certain  sum  of  money 
towards  the  support  and  education  of  the  infant  son  of  our  la- 
mented brother,  J.  R.  McD.  Irb)^ 

The  power  of  Congress  is  limited  by  our  Constitution  in  re- 
spect to  the  appropriation  of  money.  The  recommendation  could 
not  be  adopted  because  of  that  limitation,  but  a  resolution,  which 
you  have  all  seen  in  the  Paint,  was  passed,  directing  the  W.  G. 
R^  E.  to  solicit  subscriptions  from  the  members  of  the  Order  in- 
dividually. This  has  been  neglected,  because  of  the  publicity 
given  to  the  resolution  through  the  Palm.  I  can,  however,  no 
longer  neglect  the  pleasant  duty — pleasant  yes,  because  I  hope 
that  benefit  may  accrue,  yet  painful  from  its  necessity.  Little  did 
I  think  that  the  appeal  would  meet  with  such  a  cold,  deaf  ear. 
A  brother's  child  in  want,  and  we  refuse  to  contribute  to  its  sup- 
port! And  how  different  has  been  the  response  of  those  whose 
only  tie  to  our  brother  was  a  common  love  of  science.  A  goodly 
sum  has  been  realized  by  an  appeal  to  the  officers  and  students 
in  the  German  Universities,  yet  we,  his  brothers,  w^e  who  have 
also  the  tie  which  binds  him  to  those  German  hearts — a  common 
love  for  science — we  contribute  but  a  pittance.  I  do  not  men- 
tion the  amount,  my  brothers,  it  is  too  niggardly;  I  am  ashamed 
of  it.    ' 
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I  knew  our  decased  brotlier;  as  boys  and  as  men  we  had 
learned  to  love  each  other.  I  knew  his  chivalrous  character,  his 
devotion  to  his  friends,  his  almost  idolatrous  love  for  his  child. 
No  appeal  for  another  would  have  met  with  such  a  reception 
from  him  as  this  for  his  boy  has  met  with.  I  knew  his  love  for 
learning,  and  I  can  now  but  picture  to  myself  the  anguish  of  his 
well-cultured  mind  at  the  thought  that  his  boy  would  be,  not  as 
he,  but  almost  ignorant. 

I  ask  your  assistance  because  you  have  promised  it.  You 
promised  it  to  Bro.  Irby;  no  aid  could  possibly  have  been  given 
him  which  would  have  awakened  in  his  great  heart  such  earnest 
gratitude  as  that  now  asked.  I  ask  it,  too,  for  the  child  of  a  man 
who,  not  making  wealth  his  object  in  life,  devoted  himself  to  that 
which  brings,  alas!  too  often,  poverty.  Can  you  resist  this  ap- 
peal? 

Sincerely  in  A.   T.  /i., 

Mareen  D.  Humes,  W.  G.  K.  E. 

[In  connection  with  the  above  communication,  we  present  to 
•our  readers  the  following  noble  letter,  which  was  received  by  the 
W.  G.  K.  E.  soon  after  our  last  number  was  issued. 

In  deference  to  his  request,  we  withhold  the  writer's  name, 
though  we  do  so  under  protest,  for  we  would  have  every  member 
of  our  Order  to  know  who  this  worthy  Alpha  Tau — one  of  our 
oldest  and  most  honored  brothers — is.  Who  will  follow  his  no- 
ble example? — Eds.] 

Dr.  M.  D.  Hiwies,  Beltsville,  Md.: 

Dear  Brother — I  enclose  a  mite  for  the  educational  fund  being 
raised  for  the  son  of  our  lamented  brother,  J.  R.  McD.  Irby.  It 
is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  send  so  small  a  contribution 
now,  but  I  hope  to  make  it  up  to  ;^io  before  the  year  is  out — and 
to  give  that  amount  annually.  Financial  embarrassments  of  a 
peculiarly  pressing  character  make  it  just  now  a  most  difficult 
thing  to  keep  my  own  head  above  water. 
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I  shall  not  forget  this  good  cause,  and  you  will  hear  from  me 
again,  God  permitting. 

With  heartfelt  wishes  for  your  success  personally,  and  for  the 
success  of  the  noble  undertaking  in  which  you  are  engaged,  I 
am,  faithful]}'  and  fraternally, 

Yours  in  A.  7'.  iL, 


Office  of  Manager  of  A.  T.  Q.  Publishing  House, 
Richmond,  Y\.,Ju?ie  /,  r88i. 
To  the  A.   T.  i2.  Fraternity : 

Dear  Brothers — I  take  pleasure  in  announcing, that  I  have 
made  arrangements  with  Mr.  Louis  Dreka,  engraver,  Philadel- 
phia, Pa.,  by  which  he  wmU  furnish  direct  to  the  members  of  the 
Fraternity  engraved  stationery  of  appropriate  and  beautiful  de- 
sign. 

All  orders  for /rz"//////^  of  whatever  description  will  be  received 
at  this  office,  as  heretofore. 

Fraternally, 

T.  A.  Johns  (Va.  ./.  .-/.),  Manager. 


Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity, 
Alabama  State  Alumni  Association, 
Hall  of  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon  Chapter, 

Jime  ist,  188 1. 

Editors  Pahn: — The  following  will  be  the  programme  at  the 

meeting  of  the   --/.  T.  ii.  State  Alumni   Association  of  Alabama, 

June  30th: 

10  A.  M. — Public  Exercises. 

Historical  Address. 
A.  D.  Sayre,  S.  A.  Worthy  Master,  Montgomery,  Ala. 

Poeifi. 
M.  S.  Stevens,  Randolph  County,  Ala. 
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Literary  Address. 

W.  J.  Samford,  Opelika,  Ala. 

"  TJie  Future  of  the  A.   T.  il.  Fraternity!' 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Auburn,  Ala. 

3:30  P.  M. — Business  Session. 
8:30  P.  M.— Banquet.      . 

It  is  earnestly  requested  that  every  member  of  the  Alabama 
Association,  and  as  many  as  can  from  other  States,  be  present. 

All  brothers  who  intend  being  with  us  will  please  send  in  their 
names  to  the  S.  A.  Worthy  Scribe  before  the  i6th  of  June,  in 
order  that  ample  preparations  may  be  made  for  the  comfort  and 
enjoyment  of  each. 

Fraternally, 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  5.  A.  Worthy  Scribe. 


We  are  requested  by  the  Propagating  Chapter  of  Virginia  (Va. 
Delta)  to  state  that  there  will  be  a  meeting  of  the  members  of  the 
Fraternity  who  reside  in  this  State  at  the  University  of  Virginia, 
on  the  2'/th  of  this  month,  for  the  purpose  of  formally  organizing 
the  "Virginia  State  Alumni  Association  of  A.  T.  /i."  It  is  ear- 
nestly hoped  there  will  be  a  large  attendance  of  Virginia  Alpha 
Taus  on  that  important  and  interesting  occasion,  as  well  as  many 
brothers  from  other  States. 


We  are  requested  by  the  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals  to 
state  that  Messrs.  M.  W.  Gait,  Bro.  &  Co.,  jewelers,  Washington, 
D.  C,  will  furnish  photographs  of  A.  T.  IJ.  jewelry,  with  price- 
lists,  to  chapters  desiring  them. 


KIND  LETTERS. 

Below  we  print  two  letters  which  speak  for  themselves.     We 


Miscellany.  251 

wish  we  had  words  with  which  to  thank  these  kind  friends  as  our 
hearts  prompt  us. 

We  will  only  say  here  that  the  generous  act  of  Mr.  Presstman, 
who  is  not  an  Alpha  Tau  (though  his  son  is  a  beloved  brother), 
ought  to  bring  the  blush  of  shame  to  the  cheeks  of  those  Alpha 
Tans  who  have  as  yet  given  no  heed  to  our  call;  and  that  we 
trust  our  fair  "sister"  may  never  regret  having  so  warmly 
espoused  our  cause,  and  that  her  "enjoyment  of  the  numbers  of 
the  Pabn''  may  go  on  increasing: 

Baltimore,  Md.,  May  13th,  1881. 
Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Editor-in-Chief : 

My  Dear  Sir: — I  have  just  received  your  postal  of  the  lOth 
instant,  addressed  to  my  son,  who  is  still  absent  in  Europe. 

I  send  my  check  for  ^10  in  his  name,  to  make  up  in  part  the 

sum  of  ;^200,  which  you  say  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  your  present 

needs. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Benj.  C.  Presstman. 


University  of  Virginia,  June  3d,  1881. 
Mr.  Anderson: — I  enclose  twelve  cents  in  postage  stamps,  for 
which  please  send  me  a  copy  of  the  address  on  "Ideals,"  pub- 
lished in  a  recent  number  of  The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm,  and 
advertised  in  the  same  as  published  in  pamphlet  form  at  the  price 
I  inclose.  Allow  me  as  an  old  friend  of  your  fraternity  to  ex- 
press my  pleasure  in  the  enterprise  you  have  undertaken,  my  en- 
joyment of  the  numbers  of  the  Palm  I  have  seen,  and  my  warm 
wishes  that  its  success  may  continue  and  increase. 

Very  sincerely, 

(Miss) . 
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EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


MULTUM  IN   PARVO. 

How  shall  we  compress  into  the  small  space  allotted  to  us  in- 
this  number  the  many  editorial  remarks  we  had  had  in  our  mind 
to  make?  We  cannot  do  it;  it  is  simply  out  of  the  question;  for 
we  are  admonished  by  our  excellent  publisher  to  make  our  rcr 
marks  fit  three  pages ^  as  that  is  the  maximum  space  he  can  allow 
us.  But,  perhaps,  after  all,  what  is  to  us  a  disappointment  will 
be  regarded  differently  by  our  readers;  and  as  it  is  our  business 
to  consult  tJieir  pleasure,  as  well  as  interest,  we  repine  not. 

Our  Editorial  Department  in  this  number  being  thus  necessa- 
rily curtailed  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  the  other  Departments 
are  unusually  full,  we  must  accordingly  defer  to  the  next  issue 
the  publication  of  certain  articles  which  we  had  intended  should 
appear  in  this  number. 


TO  BE  OR  NOT  TO  BE. 

Our  readers  have  doubtless  already  seen  in  this  number  cer- 
tain allusions  to  a  call  made  by  the  editors  for  pecuniary  help  for 
our  Journal.  It  is  even  so.  We  did  send  a  printed  circular  card 
to  each  Alpha  Tau  subscriber,  wherein  we  told  in  truthful  lan- 
guage and  plain  English  the  exact  condition  of  the  Palm's  treas- 
ury, and  urged,  with  all  the  earnestness  we  possess,  a  generous 
and  immediate  response  in  the  way  of  pecuniary  aid. 

We  are  gratified  to  announce  that  our  call  was  not  altogether 
in  vain.  There  have  been  liberal  responses  made,  for  which  we 
are  truly  grateful. 

We  stated  that  our  funds  were  inadequate  to  our  needs  by  rea- 
son of  our  small  subscription  list;  that  tJtat,  in  turn,  was  due  to 
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the  fact  that  we  possessed  the  postoffice  address  of  so  few  of  our 
members,  and,  finally,  that  we  would  have  to  make  the  willing 
horse  carry  the  pack,  or,  in  other  words,  look  to  those  brothers 
who  are  already  subscribers  for  the  necessary  additional  help  with 
which  to  prosecute  our  important  work. 

We  believed  two  things  in  the  outset  of  our  editorial  ven- 
ture— to-wit,  that  we  had  the  correct  address  of  several  hundred 
of  our  alumni,  and  that  such  brothers  as  should  receive  a  speci- 
men copy  of  our  Journal  would  subscribe  to  the  same,  without 
fail.  We  see  now  our  error  in  the  first  supposition.  We  have 
not  the  address  of  so  many  brothers.  As  to  the  second  supposi- 
tion, our  mind  has  not  been  changed  exactly,  but, — but  it  is  a 
little  shaky.  Have  all  the  brothers  who  have  received  specimen; 
copies  of  the  Palm  sent  us  their  names  and  the  subscription- 
money?  l.Qt  them  answer.  We  say  some  have  replied  to  our 
circular  card,  but  many,  very  many,  have  not;  and  hence  zve 
still  lack  the  necessary  funds  with  which  to  continue  the  work  as- 
signed to  us  by  the  Fraternity,  and  which  has  been  so  auspi- 
ciously begun.  What  shall  be  done?  Brothers,  the  ^'//^.j//*?;^  is^ 
most  pertinent,  and  demands  an  immediate  answer.  The  crisis- 
is  upon  us.  Brothers,  we  repeat  the  question.  What  shall  be 
done  ? 


BRIEFS. 

— Good  news  from  Minnesota  ! 

— All  hail  to  the  new  chapter! 

— Send  in  your  advertisements^  brothers. 

— The  new  monogram  is  beautiful. 

— Louisiana  Alpha-Gamma.     Where  is  that? 

— Subscriptions  for  Vol.  II.  are  in  order. 

— Chapters  should  write  for  photographs  of  J.   7'.  /i.  jewelry. 

— How  we  should  like  to  be  with  the  Alabamians  on  the  30thj 

— Our  Agents  need  no  "out-fit"  except   a   determination   t& 


work. 
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— Will  there  be  four  or  ^/;f  chapters  established  by  October? 

— See  Brother  Johns'  communication  in  this  number  in  regard 
to  engraved  stationery. 

— A  large  number  of  "Personals"  are  unfortunately  crowded 
-out  of  this  issue. 

— Will  not  each  subscriber  resolve  to  secure  an  additional 
subscriber  during  the  summer  ? 

— Let's  have  a  grand  turn-out  of  chapters  in  the  next  (Octo- 
ber) number. 

— "  By  these  presents,"  we  hereby  constitute  each  subscriber 
our  Agent  to  solicit  subscriptions  to  the  Palm. 

— The  annual  meeting  of  the  High  Council  for  '8i  will  pro- 
bably take  place  at  Sewanee,  Tenn.,  in  August. 

— Who  will  be  one  of  ten  to  provide  the  funds  for  defraying 
the  Palm's  expenses  for  next  year  ?     Come,  brothers,  speak  out. 

— We  regret  the  failure  of  several  chapters  to  send  letters  for 
this  number — notably  Tennessee  Omega,  Georgia  Alpha-Beta, 
Kentucky  Mu  and Alpha-Theta. 

— Virginians — native  and  adopted — don't  fail  to  attend  the 
meeting  at  Virginia  Delta  on  the  2jth  instant,  called  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  the  Virginia  State  Alumni  Association. 

— We  thank  our  brothers  at  the  various  Colleges  for  remem- 
bering us  when  they  issued  their  beautiful  Commencement  invi- 
tations.    We  wish  we  could  avail  ourselves  of  them,  one  and  all. 

— The  post-office  address  of  the  following  brothers  is  wanted: 
W.  T.  Braswell  and  George  W.  Koonce  (N.  C.  Xi.),  Zach.  Tolli- 
ver,  Jr.,  (Tenn.  Lambda),  C.  B.  Percy  (Va.  Beta),  and  H.  E.  Avery 
(Ky.  Mu). 


TO  CONTRIBUTORS. 

All  matter  intended  for  the  next  (October)  number  (except 
Chapter  Letters)  must  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Editor-in-Chief  by 
September  ist.  Chapter  Letters  must  be  forwarded  as  soon  as 
possible  after  the  chapters  reassemble. 

The  October  number  will  complete  Volume  I. 
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Worthy  Grand  Sentinel— Henry  C.  Riley,  Esq.,  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

High  Council, 
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Prof.  A.  IVERSON  Branham,  Eatonton,  Ga. 
McNealy  Du  Bose,  Esq.,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 
Rev.  T.  T.  Eaton,  D.  D.,  Petersburg,  Va. 
Sylvanus  Stokes,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va. 

Worthy  High  Chancellor, 

James  B.  Green,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 

Chapters, 

Virginia  Alpha— Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington,  Va. 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  Correspondent. 
Virginia  Beta — Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexington,  Va. 

E.  M." Gadsden,  Correspondent. 

Tennessee  Gamma — Columbia,  Tenn.  ,  Correspondeyit . 

Virginia  Delta — University  of  Virginia, 

R.  LINDSAY'  Robertson,  Correspondent. 
Virginia  Phi— Alexandria,  Va.  -  Leonard  Marbury,  Correspondent. 
Illinois  Chi— Chicago,  111.  -  -  -  R.  A.  Waller,  Correspondent. 
Maryland  Psi— Baltimore,  Md.  -  -  H.  H.  Hamill,  Correspondent. 
Tennessee  Omega— University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent. 
Virginia  Alpha-Alpha— Richmond,  Va. 

Levin  Joynes,  Correspondent . 
Georgia  Alpha-Beta— University  of  Georgia,  Athens,  Ga. 

J.  T.  Malone,  Correspondent, 
Louisiana  Alpha-Gamma— University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 

John  Q.  Lovell,  Correspondent. 

Alpha-Delta — Xavier,  Correspondent. 

Alabama  Alpha-Epsiix)N— Alabama  A.  &  M.  College,  Auburn,  Ala. 

A.  J.  Mitchell,  Correspondent. 
*  utjceased.  [over.] 
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Georgia  Alpha-Zeta— Mercer  University,  Macon,  Ga. 

Robert  B.  Barron,  Correspondent. 

Af.pha-Eta ,  Correspondent. 

Pennsylvania  Tau— University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  Penn. 

N;  Wiley  Thomas,  Correspondent. 
Kentucky  Mu — Kentucky  Military  Institute,  Farmdale,  Ky. 

Will  F.  Whitehead,  Correspondent. 
x\lpha  Theta ,  Correspondent. 

State  Alumni  Associations. 

Alajbama  -A.  1).  Sayre  (Va.  Epsilon),  Worthy  Master.  Annual  Conven- 
tion, June  "iOth,  1881,  with  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon  Chapter. 

Georgia— J.  T.  West  (Ga.  Alpha-Zeta),  Worthy  Master.  Annual  Conven- 
tion, June  25th,  1881,  with  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta  Chapter. 


IDEALS. 

An  Address  delivered  before  the  Congress  of  the  Alplia  Tan  Omega 
Fraternity,  assembled  in  Riehmond,  Va.,  October,  iSyy.  By  T.  T. 
Eaton,  D.  D.  ( Va.  Beta). 

No  one  who  thoughtfully  reads  this  Address  can  fail  to  be 
impressed  with  the  importance  of  placing  before  hirn  a  pure  and 
lofty  ideal,  and  then  striving  with  all  his  might  to  reach  it. 

It  is  worthy  to  be  placed  as  a  vade-mecum  in  the  hands  of 
every  young  person  preparing  for  his  life  task. 

It  will  be  found  a  useful  and  valuable  aid  to  every  conscientious 
teacher  in  his  efforts  to  develop  in  the  minds  and  hearts  of  his 
pupils  a  true  vieiu  of  life  and  of  its  duties  and  responsibilities.  And 
it  cannot  fail  to  benefit  those  of  maturer  age  who  shall  read  it  and 
heed  its  wholesome  teachings. 

In  order  to  meet  the  demand  for  this  masterly  address,  an 
Extra  Edition,  in  neat  pamphlet  form,  has  just  been  issued  from 
our  press.  Copies  in  any  quantity  will  be  mailed,  post  free,  on 
receipt  of  the  price. 

Price,  twelve  cents  a  copy — for  ten  copies  and  over  ten  cents 
per   copy.     The    cash   must   invariably   accompany   the    order. 
Postage  stamps  received  to  the  amount  of  o?te  dollar. 
Address, 

Theodore  A.  Johns, 
Manager  A.  T.  iJ.  Publishing  House, 

No.  3  Governor  St.,  Kichmond,  Va. 


ALPHA  TAU  OMEGA  PALM. 


Vol.  I.  Richmond,  Ta.,  November,  1881.  No.  5. 

SUB  ROSA. 

These  are  the  days  of  under-ground  and  under-water  commu- 
nication; and  to  such  a  degree  is  this  true  as  would  have  passed 
the  belief  of  the  last  generation,  and  as  taxes  the  credulity  of 
this.  But  the  submarine  lines  and  the  subterranean  avenues  are 
as  nothing  in  shaping  the  destinies  of  mankind,  and  influencing 
the  events  which  make  up  history,  by  the  side  of  the  things  done 
under  the  rose.  To  discuss  briefly  a  few  illustrative  examples, 
and  their  bearing,  is  our  present  purpose.  Let  us  consider  the 
subject  in  some  order,  first,  as  to  legislation:  Commonly,  bodies 
that  do  the  law-making  are  divided  into  a  popular  and  a  select 
or  higher  branch;  but  who  does  not  know  of  the  "lobby,"  and 
of  its  potency  in  promoting  and  putting  down  measures?  What 
makes  its  members  flock  to  Capitals  ?  Do  they  represent  con- 
stituencies ?  and  are  they  fired  with  that  unselfish  zeal  for  the 
public  good  which  belongs  to  the  patriot  ?  Yes,  they  have  a 
constituency,  money,  but  what  they  want  despite  the  devious 
methods  adopted,  and  the  false  names  given  to  things,  is  to  get 
a  hand  or  an  arm  into  the  public  treasury.  Look  at  this  not  un- 
common picture  for  a  moment:  A  dozen  gentlemen  are  seated  at 
a  table  in  a  handsome  hotel  parlor.  They  are  of  the  Legislature 
and  of  its  most  substantial  and  reliable  elements.  The  terrapin 
and  the  oyster  are  spread  out  in  all  varieties  of  ingenious  cook- 
ery; lights  blaze  above  and  are  reflected  from  glasses  and  decan- 
ters where  champagne  sparkles.  Samuel  Log-Roll,  Esq.,  is  en- 
tertaining his  friends.     It  is  an  innocent  supper — they  deserve 
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well  of  their  country,  and  particularly  of  him,  for  to-morrow  a 
bill  will  be  on  its  third  reading  in  the  House,  conferring  certain 
exemptions  from  taxation  on,  and  extending  the  franchise  of,  the 
"  Coal,  Iron  and  Copper  Consolidated  Railroad  Company,"  and 
our  host  is  President  thereof  Who  talks  or  thinks  of  bribery  ? 
and  who  can  see  aught  in  it  but  the  best  of  motives,  wit  and 
good  fellowship?  The  scene  changes,  the  House  is  in  session 
now,  and  it  is  one  of  the  last  days  of  the  session.  There  ought 
to  be  a  report  from  an  important  committee  submitted  at  this 
juncture,  but  where  is  the  report  and  where  the  chairman!  both 
absent,  unfortunately, — time  presses,  and  business  must  go  on' 
Changes  in  police  regulations  for  a  great  city  are  involved,  but 
they  do  not  please  the  authorities.  The  committee's  chairman 
is  conferring  with  them  not  far  off,  and  he  keeps  conferring  till 
the  next  morning's  papers  announce  the  fact  that  the  bill  failed 
for  want  of  time.  At  the  close  of  the  session  Brown  informs 
Jones  coolly:  "It  cost  me  ;^S,ooo  to  get  my  claim  through;"  and 
is  calmly  answered :  "  You  can  get  nothing  done  unless  you  pay 
for  it."  Are  judges  susceptible  to  these  subtle  influences  in  con- 
struing laws?  is  the  question  that  next  comes  up.  There  are 
struggles  between  States  and  their  creditors,  mammoth  corpora- 
tions with  each  other,  and  with  individuals,  where  the  value  of 
millions  of  stocks  and  bonds  hangs  on  the  judicial  lip.  Is  the 
grave  gentleman  on  the  bench  short  or  long  oi  th^  market?  Can 
he  see  from  the  day  before  to  the  day  after  his  decision ;  and  does 
he  know  the  faithful  wire  will  bring  news  from  his  broker  on  Wall 
street  on  the  latter?  These  questions  are  not  to  be  answered 
now,  nor  are  we  to  talk  of  leniency  toward  friends,  of  overshad- 
owing justice  with  mercy  by  reason  of  an  election  for  judges  next 
year.  Of  these  things  it  behooves  us  to  be  silent.  Syndicates 
work  in  the  dark,  great  names  are  loaned  and  sold  to  promote 
traffic  in  lies;  a  man's  friend  is  more  than  friend  to  his  wife;  and 
while  the  world  has  not  quite  gone  wholly  wrong,  these  times 
will  carry  off  the  palm  when  the  transactions  of  dark  corners  are 
unfolded  from  the  housetops,  according  to  prophecy.  G. 
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LETTERS  FROM  THE  CHAPTERS. 


TENNESSEE  OMEGA. 

Editors  Palm: — The  Commencement  season  at  the  University, 
replete  with  joyous  incident  and  pleasant  reminiscence,  gathered 
together  a  few  stray  lambs  of  our  original  flock.  Bros.  Ravenel, 
DuBose,  T.  M.,  and  Conyers,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Lovell,  W. 
S.,  and  Lovell,  J.  Q.,  of  Mississippi,  have  been  with  us  to  enjoy  the 
gayeties  of  the  summer  season.  They  bring  words  of  encourage- 
'  ment  from  all  quarters — the  early  prospect  of  new  chapters,  the 
pleasant  fraternal  intercourse  of  brothers,  the  record  of  personal 
successes,  hopes  and  aspirations.  They  have  preserved  intact 
their  love  and  devotion  to  Tennessee  Omega,  our  common  sn- 
prema  mater,  and  propose  to  plant  our  standard  in  unregenerate, 
paganistic  lands.    We  wish  them  great  joy  and  abundant  success. 

Your  correspondent  has  now  to  give  you  a  glimpse  of  a  darker 
picture.  "We  have  lost  strong  men — men  who  have  helped  to 
make  us  what  we  are.  Bro.  Garwood,  of  Bastrop,  Texas,  has 
returned  home  to  recuperate  his  shattered  health.  A  speedy  re- 
covery and  early  return  to  the  chapter  are  results  for  which  we 
are  deeply  solicitous.  Bro.  Quintard,  E.  A.,  is  to  "Mexicanize" 
for  the  present,  his  objective  point  requiring  a  trip  via  San  Fran- 
cisco to  the  interior  of  the  far-famed  Aztec  land.  He  will  engage 
in  the  practical  details  of  assaying  at  a  famous  silver  mine — a 
preparation  for  the  work  of  his  life.  He  carries  full  power  to 
establish  chapters  of  senors,  with  no  explicit  command  to  exclude 
the  senoritas,  for  the  jurisdiction  of  the  High  Council  does  not 
extend  to  these  distant  points  without  the  pale  of  civilization. 
Bro.  Shields,  A.  E.,  of  Kentucky — a  quiet,  unassuming,  working 
member — is  to  engage  in  business  in  St.  Louis.  We  trust  he 
will  return  to  us  in  a  few  months.  Bro.  S.  W.  King  has  returned 
to  South  Carolina  to  exchange  the  work  of  the  class-room  for 
something  more  invigorating  to  the  physical  man.  His  plans 
for  the  future  are  not  as  yet  mapped  out.  These  are  our  losses, 
briefly  stated,  but  we  have  plans  now  maturing  for  recovering 
fully  our  former  strength  and  vigor. 

Through  the  very  great  kindness  of  Prof  W.  E.  Graban  and 
his  accomplished  assistants,  an  entertainment  in  behalf  of  our 
chapter  formed  a  pleasant  feature  of  the  Commencement  festivi- 
ties.    The  receipts  enabled   us  to  purchase  articles  of  an  orna- 
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mental  nature  fully  sufficient  for  the  handsome  decoration  of  our 
Hall,  the  interior  of  which  now  presents  an  appearance  of  exceed- 
ing elegance.  Bro.  Arthur  B.  Elliott,  by  his  tasteful  selection  and 
arrangement  of  the  necessary  articles,  contributed  no  little  to  the 
general  result. 

It  is  with  very  great  pleasure  that  I  am  enabled  to  chronicle 
an  event  of  unusual  character  in  our  quiet  Fraternity  world  at 
Sewanee.  Rev.  W.  B.  Walker,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  a  gentleman  of 
broad,  fraternal  spirit,  has  established  among  us  a  chapter  of  the 
Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity.  Your  correspondent  knows 
nothing  officially  of  its  membership,  its  official  staff,  and  general 
method  of  procedure,  but  will  further  enlighten  you  in  the  next 
issue  of  the  Palm.  The  kind  wishes  of  the  Tennessee  Omega  are 
cordially  extended  to  the  new  chapter. 

In  the  last  issue  of  the  Palm  a  chapter  correspondent  states 
the  objections  which  are  urged  in  his  chapter  to  a  suggestion 
which  had  its  origin  in  the  Tennessee  Omega.     This  suggestion 
looked  to  the  establishment  of  monthly  intercommunication  be- 
tween chapters,  supplementary  to  the  general  intercourse  secured 
through  the  Palm.     The  objections  rest  essentially  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  the  intercommunication  established  through  our 
Journal  is  fully  adequate  for  all  our  present  requirements.     I 
hold  that  this  assumption  is  based  upon  a  misconception  of  our 
actual  needs.     What  kind  of  information  shall  be  given  in  these 
monthly  letters  ?    What  object  can  be  secured  by  means  of  them 
which  the  Palm  can  never  secure?     That  object  is  this:  We  can 
ensure  the  purity  of  the  Fraternity  by  giving  to  the  various  chap- 
ters timely  notice  of  the  expected  arrival  at  the  various  institu- 
tions of  men  who  have  or  have  not  the  approval  of  the  chapters 
at  the  institutions  of  which  they  have  been  students.     This  ob- 
ject, and  this  alone,  is  to  be  secured  by  the  plan  adopted  by  the 
Tennessee  Omega, 

The  chapter  anxiously  awaits  the  appearance  of  the  next  issue 
of  the  Palm. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  il, 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent. 


PENNSYLVANIA  TAU. 

Editors  Palm: — The  time  since  our  last  letter,  including,  as  it 
does,  a  period  in  which  no  work,  or  very  little,  can  be  done,  has 
not  been  very  fruitful.     The  time  ahead  will  make  us  work.     We 
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have  made  one  addition  to  our  chapter,  and  he  is  one  worth 
having.  He  is  a  man  who  is,  and  always  will  be,  well  and  very 
favorably  known. 

We  have  met  Bro.  Terrill  (Ga.  A.  Z.),  who  will  soon  enter  the 
medical  department  of  the  University.  Little  as  we  know  him 
we  like  him  very  much. 

Bro.  Thomas  (Pa.  7\)  has  succeeded  in  establishing  a  chapter 
at  Muhlenberg  College,  Allentown,  Pa.,  where,  as  there  are  but 
two  Fraternities  there,  he  has  a  wide  field  before  him,  and  will 
succeed.  There  are  also  other  openings  in  the  State  into  which 
we  will  edge  our  way. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

L.  L.  Smith,  Correspondent, 


ALPHA-DELTA. 


Editors  Paint: — For  this  issue  of  the  Palm  I  desire  to  present 
in  a  concise  manner  the  history  of  this  chapter.  The  charter  for 
the  establishment  of  this  chapter  was  granted  to  two  Alpha  Taus 
(students  of  this  institution)  in  May,  1879;  and  the  first  and  only 
initiate  until  January,  1881,  was  your  correspondent.  This  long 
pause  was  occasioned  by  the  dangers  and  difficulties  incident  to 
our  snb-rosa  existence — obstacles  which  for  a  long  time  appeared 
to  us  insurmountable.  This  long  period  of  hesitation  engendered 
inactivity  as  well  as  multiplied  the  impediments  that  interrupted 
our  progress  and  seemed  to  prevent  the  execution  of  our  wishes. 
But  we  were  aroused  from  this  state  of  inaction  by  the  discovery 
in  January,  1 881,  that  a  strong  and  bold  rival  shared  the  field 
which  theretofore  we  thought  open  only  to  ourselves,  and  we 
became  at  once  animated  with  a  courage  and  ardor  that  dispelled 
all  doubt  and  removed  every  impediment.  We  now  directed  our- 
selves with  energy  to  that  which  we  had  so  long  neglected,  and 
by  the  following  June  had  initiated  six  more;  so  that  our  chapter, 
at  the  close  of  the  session  numbered  nine  members.  This  session 
opened  with  the  most  encouraging  prospects,  and  the  first  meeting 
of  our  chapter  revealed  the  pleasing  fact  that  eight  of  our  mem- 
bers had  returned,  and,  more  than  this,  that  every  one  of  them 
had  become  even  more  fervent  in  his  devotion  to  our  Order.  We 
proceeded  immediately  with  expedition,  tempered  with  caution, 
to  select  from  among  the  new  students  those  whom  we  were 
willing  to  admit  to  membership  in  our  Fraternity,  and  at  the 
next  meeting  of  our  chapter  had  the  pleasure  of  again  increasing 
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our  number.  We  now  number  thirteen,  and  while  our  love  for 
the  Fraternity  shall  induce  us  to  sedulously  guard  our  doors 
against  all  who  are  unworthy  to  partake  of  our  precious  treasures, 
yet  we  hope  to  swell  our  membership  to  sixteen  (a  limit  which 
\\»e  will  observe  for  the  present)  upon  the  opening  of  the  next 
session.  The  closing  exercises  of  last  session  were  very  pleasant 
indeed,  and  many  brothers  were  with  us  to  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  the  occasion. 

It  is  very  gratifying  to  me  to  state  that  our  chapter  was  well 
represented  in  the  exercises  of  our  Commencement.  We  are 
now  assured  of  a  permanent  existence,  and,  undaunted  by  the 
difficulties  which  surround  us,  have  made  provision  for  the  better 
enjoyment  of  our  privileges.  We  have  procured  and  neatly  fitted 
up  a  Hall,  which  answers  nicely  the  purposes  of  a  chapter-room; 
and  every  chapter  should  do  likewise  as  soon  as  possible,  for  it 
adds  largely  to  the  pleasures  of  the  chapter. 

I  am  instructed  to  subscribe  to  the  Palm  for  the  chapter,  and 
upon  my  own  responsibility,  I  will  say  that  our  new  brothers 
will  do  so  at  their  earliest  convenience. 

I  admit  the  truth  of,  ^'  Bis  dat  qui  cito  dat'^'  yet  I  wish  to  plead 
in  behalf  of  the  chapter,  utter  inability  to  give  a  si^  bstantial  rcs^onsQ 
to  your  appeal  for  the  Palm.  And  this  for  good  reasons;  just 
before  the  receipt  of  the  call  for  aid  we  had  voted  the  moneys  in 
our  Exchequer  to  the  entertainment  of  visiting  brothers  at  our 
Commencement,  and  made  arrangements  for  the  preparation  of 
a  chapter-room,  which  necessitated  the  imposition  of  a  special 
fee. 

We  regretted  our  inability  at  the  time,  and  while  we  congratu- 
late you  upon  the  happy  delivery  from  the  difficulties,  wish  to 
promise  that  in  the  future  the  Palm  shall  have  aid  upon  demand. 

This  letter  should  have  been  in  your  hands  earlier  but  for  my 
sickness.  I  hope  that  it  may  reach  you  in  time.  We  greet  our 
sister  chapters. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i2., 

Xavier,  Correspondent. 


VIRGINIA  DELTA. 

Editors  Palm: — It  is  with  no  little  pleasure  that  I  again  assume 
tjie  duty  of  "  Correspondent "  for  the  Palm,  whose  name  is  now 
associated  with  much  gratification  in  the  past  and  with  many 
bright  hopes  for  the  future.  As  the  years  roll  on,  and  leave  be- 
hind their  heritage  of  duty  and  desire,  we  feel,  in  a  deeper  sense, 
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the  obligation  of  the  one  and  the  attraction  of  the  other  drawing 
us  closer  to  our  dear  Fraternity.  We  do  not  wish  to  indulge  in 
the  conceit  of  sentimental  expression,  yet,  in  speaking  of  our 
gallant  Brotherhood,  and  in  breathing  the  spirit  of  a  sacred  al- 
truism, unconscious  hallelujahs  will  break  forth.  Nor  could  we 
find  a  more  fitting  time  for  such  enthusiasm,  which  is  justly 
aroused  both  by  the  general  advancement  of  our  Order  and  the 
peculiar  prosperity  of  our  chapter.  Our  rapid  spread  over  the 
North  is  joyful  news,  and  the  vigorous  action  of  the  High  Coun- 
cil deserves  our  warm  gratitude. 

Virginia  Delta  starts  the  session  of  1881-82  with  bright  and 
substantial  prospects.  Nine  of  her  sons  have  returned,  and  we 
have  already  made  five  initiates. 

Brothers  Addison,  J.  H.,  Va. 
Eustis,  W.  C,  D.  C. 
Ficklen,  Hal.,  Va. 
Mallory,  John,  Va. 
Massie,  E.  C,  Va. 
Norton,  J.  K.,  Va. 
Owens,  W.  W.,  Ga. 
Robertson,  R.  L.,  Va. 
Robertson,  Robert,  Va. 
Coles,  Jno.  E.,  Va. 
Reifsnider,  Milton,  Md. 
Wade,  R.  D.  Arden,  Ga. 
Addison,  Walter  E.,  Va. 
Doswell,  Albert  S.,  Va. 
form  our  roll  at  present. 

We  are  engaged  at  present  fitting  up  our  new  Hall.  This  will 
be  a  great  expense  for  us,  and  exercise  all  the  financial  ability  of 
our  W.  K.  E.  But  with  an  appropriate  amount  of  generous  in- 
genuity on  the  part  of  the  individual  members,  we  hope  soon  to 
be  able  to  furnish  it  in  a  becoming  manner.  We  have  already 
held  three  meetings,  and  transacted  much  business  in  regard  to 
this  and  other  matters.  I  have  never  before  seen  so  much  zeal 
and  interest  manifested  by  the  chapter  at  large,  and  predict  the 
greatest  success.  We  wax  stronger  year  by  year,  and  increase 
in  good  repute  among  our  rivals.  Formerly  our  members  were 
mostly  drawn  from  the  "Professional"  Departments,  whose  stu- 
dents rarely  returned  after  the  first  year  and  never  stayed  longer 
than  two  years.  Thus  we  had  almost  to  make  a  fresh  start  every 
session;  but  now  we  select  chiefly  from  the  "Academic"  Schools, 
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whose  students  generally  remain  several  years  and  have  school- 
mates coming  up  to  the  University  every  successive  winter.  This 
I  deem  the  cause  of  our  unusual  prosperity. 

Personals  and  Briefs. 

Bro.  W.  E.  Faison  (N.  C.  E.^  '72),  who  was  connected  with  our 
chapter  for  three  years,  graduated  with  the  title  of  B.  L.  last  ses- 
sion. He  was  not  much  given  to  speaking  (even  in  the  Moot 
Court)  when  with  us,  but  we  learn  that  he  is  about  to  appeal  in 
suitable  terms  to  his  State  jurisprudence  for  license  to  drop  the 
first  word  of  his  title.     Send  us  a  bid,  old  man ! 

Bro.  J.  Randolph  Anderson,  who  was  with  us  for  two  sessions 
and  contributed  a  constancy  of  zeal  and  effort  that  will  not  be 
forgotten,  is  now  at  the  University  of  Gottingen,  Germany.  He 
will  remain  there  nine  months,  smoking,  loafing,  and  mumbling 
Dutch,  and,  after  a  three  months'  tramp  through  Europe,  be 
caught,  convicted,  and  sent  back  to  America. 

Write  to  us,  Ranny,  and  have  some  mercy  on  the  saner  kraut. 

Bro.  T.  W.  N.  &c.  Morris,  who  was  frequently  with  us  in 
spirit  during  the  two  past  sessions,  and  who  graduated  with  the 
title  of  M.  D.  last  session,  passed  through  here  on  his  way  to 
New  York  a  few  days  ago. 

Bro.  E.  I.  Renick  graduated  with  the  title  of  B.  L.  last  session. 
He  was  a  one-year  man.  He  was  one  of  the  five  Alpha  Taus 
who  met  so  unexpectedly  at  the  Greenbrier  White  last  summer. 
Bros.  W.  T.  Daniel,  N.  Y.;  G.  W.  Morris,  Charlottesville,  Va.; 
G.  ''Pete"  Newton,  Norfolk,  Va.;  and  E.  C.  Massie,  University 
of  Virginia,  being  the  four  others.  Bro.  Renick  has  lately  re- 
moved to  Atlanta,  Ga.,  where  he  is  practising  his  profession. 

In  our  next  letter  we  will  give  more  definite  accounts  of  our 
work  and  plans  for  the  session.     It  is  too  early  yet  to  forecast 
with  certainty  the  prospects  of  the  University  or  to  report  with 
any  exactness  the  number  of  students  already  here. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  Q., 

Eugene  C.  Massie,  Correspondent. 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-BETA. 

Editors  Palm: — After  a  seeming  negligence    on  our  part,  we 
desire  again  to  let  our  voice  be  heard.     The  University  has  re- 
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opened,  and  there  is  the  usual  stir  and  activity  among  the  Fra- 
ternities. 

At  our  last  Commencement,  Brothers  W.  L.  Radney,  W.  T. 
Bennett  and  J.  T,  Malone  graduated,  and  three  of  our  under- 
graduate members  have  not  as  yet  returned.  But  there  remain 
still  enough  of  us  to  rear  aloft  the  honored  banner  of  the  Maltese 
Cross,  and,  with  buoyant  and  hopeful  spirits,  to  strive  to  main- 
tain the  steady  footing  won  for  our  chapter  by  the  untiring 
efforts  of  the  brothers  before  us. 

We  now  number  only  seven,  having  as  yet  initiated  only  one 
new  member  this  session.  Bro.  John  T.  Malone,  former  Corres- 
pondent of  this  chapter,  died  soon  after  receiving  his  diploma, 
and  before  leaving  college. 

'Tis  sad  when  the  aged  breathe  their  lives  away,  and  are  taken 
from  us;  but  when  a  mysterious  Providence  calls,  so  suddenly, 
from  our  midst  the  embodiment  of  young  manhood  just  leaving 
with  cultured  mind  the  halls  of  learning  for  life's  great  future, 
then  our  loss  seems  irreparable  and  our  hearts  are  bowed  down 
in  sadness.  A  sketch  of  Bro.  Malone  will  be  furnished  the 
Palm  very  soon. 

We  are  laboring  under  some  difficulties,  but  are  earnest  and 
hopeful. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i?., 

James  H.  Pitman,  Correspondent. 


PENNSYLVANIA  ALPHA-IOTA. 

Editors  Palm: — Among  the  existing  College  Fraternities  we 
find  the  name  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega — and  may  it  be  immortal. 
For  years  it  has  been  a  Southern  Fraternity,  but  now  its  banner 
is  being  unfurled  on  Northern  soil,  its  stars  twinkle  with  brighter 
lustre,  its  hope  of  becoming  the  Fraternity  is  daily  increasing, 
and  already  is  partly  fulfilled.  Soon  we  shall  hail  it  as  The 
Fraternity  of  Fraternities. 

October  14,  188 1,  beheld  Muhlenberg  College  the  seat  of 
another  Fraternity,  A.  T.  i?.  This  is  due  to  our  energetic  and 
faithful  brother,  N.  Wiley  Thomas,  a  graduate  of  the  University 
of  Pennsylvania,  post-graduate  at  Muhlenberg,  a  member  of 
Pennsylvania  Tau,  now  connected  with  Pennsylvania  Alpha-Iota. 
A  word  in  behalf  of  Bro.  Thomas  may  not  be  out  of  place.  He 
came  into  our  midst  a  stranger,  but  such  he  was  not  long. 
Strangeness  was  soon  removed  from  our  countenances,  and  the 
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garb  of  friendship  and  intimacy  put  on.     In  him  all,  Fraternity 
and  non-Fraternity  men,  have  found  a  kind  and  congenial  friend. 

His  spirit  and  enthusiasm,  and  the  interest  he  feels  in  his  new 
position,  were  manifested  by  the  active  measures  he  took  in 
forming  an  athletic  association,  an  undertaking  in  which  success 
has  crowned  our  efforts.  The  same  spirit  and  enthusiasm  he 
feels  in  our  Fraternity.  As  a  happy  and  faithful  mother  cares 
for  her  loving  child,  and  leads  it  from  infancy  to  manhOod  with 
all  the  manly  virtues  inculcated,  so  does  Pennsylvania  Alpha- 
Iota  look  to  our  esteemed  brother  as  its  nourisher  and  provider 
until  the  seeds  of  friendship  shall  be  disseminated  throughout 
its  tiny  limbs,  and  until  it  shall  stand  Jzrin  and  solid  like  the  oak 
of  the  forest  contending  against  the  raging  storms. 

Our  College  is  yet  in  its  infancy,  and  Fraternities  are  not  so 
numerous,  and  consequently  we  have  a  field  for  work.  We  have 
two  recognized  Fraternities  besides  A.  T.  i2,,  viz:  Chi  Phi  and  Phi 
Gamma  Delta.  There  is  one  local  affair  here  calling  themselves 
the  "0.  E.,"  or  "The  Independents;"  but  that  we  need  not 
fear. 

Our  future  looks  bright,  and  we  hope  by  the  time  the  Palm 
makes  its  next  appearance   our  chapter  will   rank  with  the  rest. 

We  are  eagerly  awaiting  the  appearance  of  the  Palm,  for  we 
hope  to  see  in  it  letters  from  all  the  different  chapters,  especially 
our  Southern  chapters,  of  whose  condition,  we  must  confess, 
we  are  almost  ignorant.  We  suppose,  however,  they  are  pros- 
pering. 

We  would  like  to  have  a  more  definite  letter  in  the  PahUy  but 
under  the  circumstances  it  is  impossible,  though  we  are  living  in 
hopes  to  present  a  better  report  next  time.  Dear  Brothers,  let 
us  hear  from  you  all. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  iJ., 

R.  Morris  Schmid,  Correspondent, 


GEORGIA  ALPHA-ZETA. 

Editors  Palm: — The  college  term  has  opened,  and  found  all 
the  undergraduates  of  our  chapter,  with  one  exception,  back  in 
their  places,  having  been  strengthened  in  the  bonds  by  the  short 
separation  of  the  summer.  Six  of  our  members  graduated  with 
the  last  senior  class;  but  we  still  have  thirteen  with  us,  and  a 
bright  future  ahead.  We  are  endeavoring,  by  selecting  as  nearly 
as  possible  material  having  the  highest  qualities  of  mind  and 
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heart,  to  establish  a  chapter  here  that  shall  stand  up  with  the 
brightest  of  our  sister  chapters;  that  shall  be  a  blessing  to  its 
members  and  a  pleasant  remembrance  to  its  alumni ;  and  that 
shall  have  a  name  in  the  ranks  for  the  mental  and  moral  strength 
of  its  members,  and  for  their  unfaltering  devotion  to  the  cause  of 
Alpha  Tau  Omega.  It  is  our  earnest  desire  to  exist,  not  selfishly, 
not  as  an  isolated  band  with  our  own  pleasure  alone  to  consult, 
being  swayed  and  overcome  by  surrounding  circumstances  or 
sunk  in  the  narrow  pursuits  of  local  ambition,  but  to  live  always 
pure  and  undefiled,  a  green  branch  of  the  tree  whose  roots  are 
twined  about  the  unchangeable  principles  of  truth  and  friendship, 
being  diligent  to  learn  and  follow  out  the  great  principles  of  our 
Fraternity,  receiving  from  them  both  strength  and  wisdom. 

Our  dear  Brother  Glazebrook  is  still  in  New  York,  not  having 
recovered  yet  from  his  accident.  We  hope  he  may  soon  be  well, 
both  for  his  sake  and  for  our  own,  for  few,  if  any,  chapters  are 
favored  by  having  such  a  man  to  be  with  them  and  to  give  them 
counsel. 

We  hope  to  send  you  ere  long  some  new  subscribers. 
Yours  in  ./.  T.  SJ., 

C.  P.  Steed,  Correspondent. 


KENTUCKY  MU. 

Editors  Palm: — The  duty  of  corresponding  for  our  chapter 
now  devolves  upon  me;  I  am  to  let  your  readers  hear  how  the 
old  Kentucky  Mu  is  doing. 

Our  chapter  was  re-established  but  a  short  time  before  the  close 
of  last  summer,  and  consequently  the  amount  of  work  accom- 
plished in  the  brief  period  before  we  adjourned  for  the  summer 
was  necessarily  small.  We,  however,  became  fully  organized 
with  a  good  membership  and  laid  our  plans  for  aggressive  work 
on  the  resumption  of  the  Institute  this  fall.  The  session  has 
opened  with  very  good  prospects  for  us.  Our  School  is  very 
large  this  year,  and  we  have  every  reason  to  look  for  a  full  chap- 
ter. At  present  we  number  six,  viz:  Bros.  J.  P.  Gay,  Jr.,  Wm. 
D.  Howe,  James  P.  Harris,  Grant  Green,  Jr.,  R.  S.  Allen,  and  D. 
R.  Smith,  and  they  are  filled  with  zeal  for  the  cause  of  Alpha 
Tau  Omega.  I  am  sorry  to  report  that  Bros.  W^ill.  F.  White- 
head, our  former  Correspondent,  and  Walter  P.  Wells  have  not 
returned  to  the  Institute  this  session.  We  shall  sadly  miss  these 
dear  brothers. 
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We  have  our  Hall  nicely  furnished,  and  everything  is  in  good 
order.  We  meet  every  Tuesday  night.  I  will  send  an  order  for 
the  Palm  soon  for  all  our  members  here.  Let  me  know  when 
the  next  number  will  be  published.    We  are  trying  to  establish  a 

chapter  at ;  will  let  you  know  if  we  are  given  the  pleasure 

of  doing  the  good  work.     We  will  make  three  more  initiates  as 
soon  as  we  hear  from  the  W.  G.  C. 

In  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  although  our  number  is  not  very 
large,  we  are  nevertheless  fired  by  a  holy  zeal  in  our  work,  and 
we  intend,  God  helping  us,  to  do  yeoman  service  for  the  cause 
that  is  so  dear  to  us.  May  we  all  strive  to  engraft  the  true  and 
holy  principles  of  Alpha.  Tau  Omega  on  our  hearts,  and  bring 
forth  their  fruit  in  the  formation  of  our  characters! 

I  hope  our  sister  chapters  will  write  to  us  soon. 
Yours  in  A.  T.  .(?., 

David  R.  Smith,  Correspondent. 


GEORGIA  STATE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION. 

Editors  Pahn: — I  have  the  pleasure  of  announcing  to  the  Fra- 
ternity through  the  Palm  that  Georgia  is  the  first  to  unfurl  the 
banner  of  the  "  State  Alumni  Associations."  The  meeting  of 
our  Association  was  held  in  Macon  with  the  Georgia  Alpha- 
Zeta  Chapter,  June  1 8th,  1 88 1.  Although  it  was  not  very  fully 
attended  by  our  Alumni,  still  the  meeting  was  very  pleasant  and 
profitable. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are  as  follows : 

Worthy  Master— J.  T.  West,  (Ga.  A.  Z),  Thomson. 
Worthy  Chaplain — Jno.  F.  Eden,  (Ga.  A.  Z.),  Americus. 
Worthy  Keeper  of  Annals— J.  T.  Malone,  (Ga.  A.  B.),  Athens. 
Worthy  Keeper  of  Exchequer— J.  L.  Willis,  (Va.  J.),  Talbot- 
ton. 

Worthy  Scribe— G.  W.  Wood,  (Ga.  ./.  Z\  Oconee. 
Worthy  Usher— J.  M.  Wooten,  (Ga.  A.  /A),  Leary. 
Worthy  Sentinel— W.  W.  Solomon,  (Ga.  //.  Z.),  Bullards. 
Correspondent — J.  F.  Anderson,  (Ga.  A.  Z.),  Cornucopia. 

The  next  meeting  is  to  be  in  Athens,  with  the  Georgia  Alpha- 
Beta  Chapter,  during  the  Commencement  exercises  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Georgia  in  1882. 

After  all  other  business  had  been  attended  to,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed to  the  large  dining-hall,  where  a  sumptuous  banquet  had 


Letters  from  the  Chapters.  269 

been  prepared  for  our  visiting  brothers  and  for  our  newly-gradu- 
ated boys.     Here  for  one  long  hour 

''  The  solid  phalanx  appeared  immovable. 
Clash  and  clan^  ran^  knives  and  forks, 
P'lash  to  flash  flew  jokes  across, 
Followed  by  burst  of  joy  uncontrollable." 

Of  course  one  can  readily  understand  how  necessary  was  this 
free  display  of  mirth  to  restrain  from  sight  the  deep  emotions  of 
sorrow  which  were  rolling  and  surging  within.  For  here  were 
boys  who  through  four  long  years  had  shared  each  other's  la- 
bors, unburdened  their  heavy  laden  souls  to  one  another,  and 
given  mutual  solace  as  tenderly  as  a  mother, — boys,  bound 
together  not  merely  by  the  ties  of  College  association,  but 
by  the  bonds  of  our  noble  Brotherhood  whose  God-like  prin- 
ciples brighten  the  countenance  by  a  divine  spirit  and  light  up 
the  dreary  way  of  the  dark  future — now  to  be  separated  by  time 
and  space,  for  how  long  God  can  only  tell.  The  circumstances 
were  sufficient  to  make  the  stoutest  hearts  feel  as  did  Joseph  and 
Jacob  of  old,  like  "falling  upon  one  another's  neck  and  weeping 
a  good  while." 

Long  will  this  occasion  be  remembered,  and  with  eager  expec- 
tation will  the  next  annual  reunion  be  awaited. 

May  our  sister  State  Associations  soon  get  under  headway  in 
propagating  and  perpetuating  the  great  principles  of  Alpha  Tau 
Omega. 

May  God  speed  you  in  your  noble  work,  and  crown  it  with 
brilliant  success. 

Yours  fraternally, 

J.  F.  Anderson, 
Correspondent  Georgia  State  Aliunni  Association. 


ALABAMA  STATE  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION. 

Editors  Palm: — It  falls  to  my  lot  as  Worthy  Scribe  to  make  a 
report  to  the  Palm  of  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  Alabama 
State  Alumni  Association. 

The  Association  met  at  Auburn  under  the  auspices  of  the  Al- 
abama Alpha-Epsilon  Chapter  on  June  30th,  1881. 

Instead  of  giving  you  an  account  of  the  public  exercises  my- 
self, I  prefer  to  quote  from  a  disinterested  writer  who  was  present 
on  the  occasion  and  who  is  not  a  member  of  any  Fraternity. 
The  Auburn  correspondent  of  the  Montgomery  Advej'tiser,  in  his 
report  to  that  paper,  thus  speaks  of  us  : 
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"The  Alabama  State  Alumni  Association  of  A.  T.  Q.  met  this 
morning  at  lo  o'clock.  Exercises  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
J.  S.  Dill.     A  large  audience  was  present. 

'*  Mr.  A.  M.  Clegg  introduced  Mr.  B.  B.  Ross,  poet  of  the  oc- 
casion, who  delivered  an  Ode  to  the  Fraternity.  There  were 
about  one  hundred  lines  in  the  poem,  and  its  rendition  occupied 
about  ten  minutes.  The  measure  was  correct,  and  there  was 
much  poetic  thought  in  it.  The  composition  reflects  credit  on 
Mr.  Ross. 

"Mr.  W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  was  introduced,  and  in  his  own  felicit- 
ous manner  delivered  an  oration  on  the  '  Future  of  the  Frater- 
nity.' He  spoke  of  the  advantage  of  being  a  member  to  those 
who  were  fired  with  a  laudable  ambition  to  succeed  in  life. 
Among  the  members  are  many  leading  men  in  the  pulpit,  in  the 
professor's  chair,  at  the  bar,  and  in  the  medical  profession.  He 
spoke  with  marked  fluency  and  ease,  as  he  always  does,  and  de- 
serves a  fuller  report  than  the  limits  of  a  newspaper  article  will 
allow. 

"  Hon.  W.  J.  Samford  (ex-member  of  Congress)  was  the  next 
speaker.  His  subject  was  'The  Needs  of  the  Age.'  He  spoke 
in  his  happiest  manner,  fully  covering  his  subject.  The  Alpha 
Taus  are  evidently  proud  of  him  as  a  member,  and  he  expressed 
himself  as  being  proud  of  the  connection. 

"  The  Alpha  Taus  are  a  very  handsome  and  intelligent-looking 
body. 

"  To-night  the  grand  banquet  takes  place,  and  he  who  is  so 
fortunate  as  to  hold  an  invitation  is  above  speaking  to  his  neigh- 
bor who  doesn't." 

The  public  exercises  would  have  been  almost  a  complete  suc- 
cess had  it  not  been  for  the  absence  of  the  historian  and  Brother 
(Rev.)  Otis  A.  Glazebrook.  The  latter  had  been  with  us  for  sev- 
eral days,  and  had  intended  to  address  the  Association,  but  was 
very  unexpectedly  called  to  his  Parish  only  the  day  before  the 
meeting. 

The  banquet  \^2.?,  grand  I  We  deem  it  sufficient  to  say  that 
the  expectations  of  our  most  sanguine  men  were  more  than  re- 
alized. When  the  doors  of  the  College  chapel  were  thrown  open 
there  was  displayed  an  enormous  cross  with  its  arms  extending 
from  corner  to  corner  of  the  large  hall.  The  latter  was  clothed 
in  linen  as  pure  as  the  fallen  snow,  and  upon  the  table  was  spread 
a  repast  of  the  richest  and  rarest  variety.  In  the  centre  of  the 
table,  towering  above  surrounding  objects,  stood  a  gigantic  cake, 
upon  which  was  embossed  a  large  A,  T.  IJ.  badge,  and  on  its 
.many  sides  numerous   mystic   emblems  were  displayed,  which 
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were  intelligible  to  Alpha  Taus  only.  Much  beautiful  and  ap- 
propriate symbolism  was  to  be  seen  on  the  entire  table,  and  the 
decorations  were  of  exquisite  beauty. 

There  were  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  guests  present;  mem- 
bers of  the  other  Fraternities  at  the  A.  &  M.  College  were  pres- 
ent with  their  ladies,  also  members  of  the  Faculty  of  the  College 
and  prominent  visitors  to  Auburn,  &c. 

The  evening  was  one- of  enjoyment  to  all,  and  the  entertain- 
ment was  pronounced  a  grand  success ;  for  which  happy  result 
we  are  largely  indebted  to  the  College  ladies  and  the  ladies  of 
Auburn. 

Bro.  A.  M.  Clegg,  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrange- 
ments, deserves  our  hearty  thanks  and  much  credit  for  his  effec- 
tive services. 

Much  good  work  was  accomplished  by  the  meeting. 

One  of  the  By-Laws  enacted  requires  every  member  of  the 
Association  to  subscribe  for  the  Palm.  (This  nev/s,  I  know,  will 
gladden  your  editorial  heart) 

The  officers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year  are  as  follows  : 

Worthy  Master— J.  S.  N.  Davis,  Jr.,  (Ala.  A.  E.),  Gold  Hill. 
Worthy  Chaplain — J.  R.  Kennedy,  (Tenn.  A.)^  Tuscaloosa. 
Worthy   Keeper  of  Exchequer — W.  U.  Acree,  (Ala.  A.  £.), 
Prattville. 

Worthy  Scribe— W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  (Ala.  A.  A'.),  Mulberry. 
Worthy  Keeper  of  Annals — J.  J.  Banks,  (Ala.  A.  £.),  Auburn. 
Worthy  Usher — J.  T.  Letcher,  (Ala.  A.  £.),  Cross  Keys. 
Worthy  Sentinel — H.  A.  Jones,  (Tenn.  i?.),  Tuscaloosa. 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Association  will  be  held  at  Auburn, 
on  June  30th,  1882 ;  and  we  earnestly  hope  every  brother  in  the 
State  will  be  with  us  then. 

We  can  but  congratulate  the  Association  upon  its  good  fortune 
in  securing  Bro.  Davis  as  Worthy  Master ;  he  is  a  model  Alpha 
Tau,  and  has  from  the  first  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  State 
Alumni  movement. 

Yours  fraternally, 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr., 
5.  A.  Worthy  Scribe. 
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LETTERS  FROM  ALUMNI. 


[From  Wm.  D.  Jenkins  (Va.  Beta,  '69),  Merchant,  Natchez,  Miss.] 

Dear  Brother: — Some  time  ago  I  promised  to  let  you  hear 
from  me  again,  and  as  the  opportunity  is  now  afforded  me,  I  be- 
gin by  answering  your  card  of  the  loth  ult,  which  is  before  me. 

I  have  the  P.  O.  address  of  two  of  our  old  members  (Va.  Beta), 
and  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say  at  the  same  time  that  these 
brothers  are  anxious  to  subscribe  to  the  Palm.  C.  M.  Barrow, 
(Va.  B.,  '66),  is  now  and  has  been  for  several  years  past  Clerk  of 
the  District  Court  at  St.  Francisville,  in  West  Feliciana  Parish 
Louisiana,  and  the  above  is  his  P.  O.  address.  Theodore  S. 
Wilkinson,  (Va.  B.,  '6/,)  is  a  sugar  planter,  and  lives  in  Jeffer- 
son Parish,  Louisiana,  but  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  care  of 
Messrs.  Lehman,  Abraham  &  Co.,  New  Orleans,  La.,  will  proba- 
bly reach  him  quicker. 

I  have  already  given  you  the  names  of  all  the  Alpha  Taus  in 
this  section  that  I  know  of,  and  they  have  become  subscribers. 
We  take  much  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  Fraternity,  and  wish 
the  Palm  success,  and  will  do  all  we  can  to  further  its  objects. 
Indeed,  I  have  begun  to  look  upon  the  Pahn  as  a  necessity  to 
the  Fraternity.  The  Palm  is  a  medium  through  which  friends 
and  long  lost  brothers  can  communicate  with  each  other  and  call 
to  remembrance  those  happy  days  of  College  life  which, 

''  Though  lost  to  sight,  to  memory  ever  dear." 

The  Palm  is  like  the  telephone,  the  central  office  or  exchange 
being  at  Richmond.  If  we  wish  to  communicate  with  a  brother 
whom  we  have  not  heard  of  since  we  left  College,  we  have  but 
to  call  him  through  the  Palm^  and  doubtless  we  can  soon  find 
him. 

I  wish  that  the  brothers  would  make  use  of  our  Journal  in  this 
way.  With  what  delight  did  I  look  over  the  last  number  and 
read  the  letters  of  those  dear  ones  I  have  not  seen  or  heard  of 
for  years.  There  were  Robert  A.  Waller,  C.  R.  Breckinridge, 
Richard  Brooke,  Harry  Lee  (Dear  old  Harry,  I  remember  so 
well  the  night  we  "  put  you  through"),  now  a  dignified  rector. 

But  I  must  not  take  up  too  much  space  in  your  columns ;  let 
others  whom  I  wish  to  hear  from  say  a  few  words. 

If  Bro.  Frank  A.  Waddill,  of  Cheraw,  S.  C,  is  not  too  much 
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occupied  with  that  boimcing  boy,  I  would  like  to  hear  from  him. 
And  dear  old  Frank  Roane,  where  is  he  ?  I  can  still  picture  to 
myself  "  Frank  and  George,"  walking  arm  in  arm  down  Main 
street  at  Lexington. 

We  are  all  well  here,  and  all  married  but  one.   The  world  wags 
hard  with  some  of  us,  but  We  cannot  expect  to  reach  the  highest 
pinnacle  without  first  overcoming  great  difficulties. 
Very  truly  your  brother  in  A.  T.  X?., 

Wm.  D.  Jenkins. 


[From  R.  B.  Clarke  (N.  C.  XI,  '76),  Teacher,  Port  Harrelson,  S.  C] 

Dear  Brothers : — Enclosed  find  two  dollars  (^2),  for  which 
please  send  the  Palm  to  the  following,  viz :  C.  M.  Little,  Wades- 
boro,  N.  C,  and  W.  O.  LeGrand,  Mangum,  Richmond  Co.,  N.  C. 

I  passed  through  Raleigh  the  other  day  and  saw  Bro.  E.  C. 
Branson,  who  promised  to  see  the  other  brothers  there  and 
send  up  their  subscriptions.  By  the  way,  Branson  tells  me  his 
and  Leach's  names  are  not  in  the  catalogue.  They  are  among 
the  last  that  were  initiated  into  our  chapter.  Their  addresses 
are— Eugene  Cunninggim  Branson,  Raleigh,  N.  C,  H.  Arch 
Leach,  Lexington,  N.  C. 

I  also  can  assure  you  that  Bro.  C.  W.  Wooley's  name  is  on  our 
chapter  roll. 

Met  several  of  the  brothers  at .     Found  to  my  surprise 

that  they  have  quite  a  promising  chapter.  Brothers  Stokes  and 
Gilliam  are  the  only  members  I  met  of  that  chapter.  They  are 
confident  of  success. 

Met  Bro.  KoUock  from  Cheraw,  S.  C,  yesterday  for  the  first 
time ;  he  is  quite  a  handsome  and  pleasant  gentleman. 

Hope  to  send  you  other  names  yet.  My  postofifice  is  Port 
Harrelson,  S.  C. 

With  many  wishes  for  your  success,  I  remain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

R.  B.  Clarke. 


[From  M.  L.  Wicks,  (Va.  Delta,  '70),  Lawyer,  Los  Angeles,  Cal  ] 

Dear  Brother: — Your  postal  card  at  hand. 

Enclosed  find  one  dollar  as  subscription  for  the  Palm. 

I  wrote  Bro.  M.  D.  Humes  last  week. 

Yours  in  A.  T.  i?,, 

M.  L.  Wicks. 
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[Prom  A.  L.  Hamilton  (Va.  Delta,  70),  Stock-Raiser,  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  and  Kansas  City,  Mo.] 

Dear  Brother : — Your  card  of  the  17th  ult.  was  duly  forwarded 
and  received  here,  and  I  trust  to  find  the  Falm  at  my  home,  Mt. 
Sterling,  Ky.,  where  I  start  for  to-morrow.  It  shall  be  my  pleasure 
to  aid  you  in  the  prosecution  of  your  work  in  any  manner,  and 
will  send  you  our  stock-card  soon. 

Should  you  desire  to  furnish  your  readers  occasionally  with  a 
communication  upon  Western  subjects,  such  as  general  agricul- 
ture, ranching,  stock-raising,  and  the  like,  I  might  make  readable 
an  article.  My  experience  of  the  past  ten  (10)  years  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  as  well  as  beyond  the  Missojari,  has  been  wrought 
with  incidents  that  shall  last  always  with  me,  and  my  acquaint- 
ances extend  through  most  of  the  States  and  Territories,  where 
I  have  been  traveling  and  selling  our  stock.  From  the  envelope 
you  will  see  notice  of  our  eighth  semi-annual  sale  here  (Kansas 
City),  which  was  reasonably  satisfactory.  Short-horn  bulls  ave- 
raged ^125,  and  the  sheep  $iZ  per  head. 

Trusting  that  our  correspondence  may  result  pleasantly,  and 
be  as  continuous  as  we  have  time  to  make  it,  I  remain. 

Fraternally  yours, 

A.  L.  Hamilton. 

P.  S. — I  will  be  at  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky.,  most  of  the  summer. 

A.  L.  H. 


[From  Geo.  M.  Darkow  (Va.  Phi,  74),  Merchant,  Omaha,  Neb.] 

Dear  Brother  Anderson: — I  wish  you  would  write  Bro.  M.  D. 
Humes  a  card  and  ascertain  if  he  received  ;^2.oo  from  me  (in 
April  I  think)  for  the  Irby  fund.  I  am  a  little  worried  about  it, 
as  I  can  ill  afford  to  lose  even  ;^2.oo,  and  am  sure  the  "  Fund " 
needs  every  cent.  I  have  carelessly  sent  money  repeatedly  in 
letters,  and  have  never  lost  anything  unless  this  is  the  first.  Hope, 
however,  he  got  it.  It  is  too  much  trouble  to  send  draft  or  check 
for  such  small  amounts. 

I  am  robbed  of  my  Virginia  trip  I  fear.  Have  been  sick  all 
summer,  and  must  go  West  for  my  health.  Hope  the  Palm  will 
be  kept  up.  It  would  be  nothing  short  of  a  disgrace  to  us,  and 
a  shock  from  which  the  Fraternity  could  never  recover,  were  it 
to  suspend. 

Find  out,  please,  and  write  me  a  card  if  Bro.  Humes  received 
the  ;^2.oo;  if  it's  lost  I'll  try  and  make  it  good  when  I  return. 
Yours  fraternally, 

Geo.  M.  Darrow. 
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[From  A.  J.  Twioas  (Va.  Alpha,  '68),  Chief  Eng.  &  Gen'l  Sup't  Augusta  and  KnoxvIUe  R.  R. 
Company,  Augusta,  Ga.] 

Dear  Brother  Anderson : — Your  postal  in  reference  to  subscrip- 
tion to  the  A.  T.  Q,  Palm  was  received  some  time  ago,  and  I  owe 
you  an  apology  for  not  answering  it  sooner,  but  from  some  cause 
or  other  I  forgot  it.  I  am  always  glad  to  aid  in  any  manner  the 
Fraternity,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  call  on  me  at  any  time,  and 
I  hope  you  will  always  do  so.     I  enclose  subscription. 

I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  would  like  to  hear 
much  oftener.  It  is  very  seldom  that  I  hear  from  any  of  the 
boys,  though  I  frequently  meet  up  with  some  of  them.  I  have 
passed  through  Richmond  several  times  recently,  but  was  always 
so  hurried  that  I  could  not  find  time  to  stop,  but  will  try  and  do 
so  some  time  this  summer.  Bro,  M.  I.  Branch  is  still  here.  He 
has  married  out  in  the  country  and  settled  down  as  a  planter.  I 
see  very  little  of  him.  I  see  the  Charleston  and  Columbia  boys 
very  frequently.  Some  of  them  are  doing  well,  and  others  are 
not.  I  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  do  even  better  than  I 
could  expect  up  to  this  time,  and  I  hope  to  continue  to  do  so.  Re- 
member me  to  all  the  boys. 

Your  true  friend, 

A.  J.  Twiggs. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  an  annual  pass  over  my  road;  I  hope  you  will 
soon  use  it. 


■'  This  Department  is  not  as  full  in  this  issue  as  we  would  like 
it  to  be.  We  wish  we  could  induce  our  Alumni  brothers  to 
use  the  Palm,  which  is  their  Journal,  to  the  good  of  the  Order, 
by  writing  us  letters  for  publication.  We  want  the  Fraternity  at 
large  to  know  what  they  are  doing  and  how  they  are  doing;  and 
we  want  them  to  give  us  the  benefit  of  their  knowledge  and 
experience  as  to  the  Fraternity's  needs,  as  well  as  any  hints  or 
suggestions  that  will  enable  us  to  make  this  Journal  a  still 
greater  success. 
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MEMORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


WILLIAM  B.  SEAWELL,  Jr. 

[Kentucky  Mu,  '70.] 

Seawell. — Willie  B.  Seawell,  Jr.,  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  died 
April  15th,  1 88 1.  Willie  was  a  Sophomore  in  '71-72.  His  re- 
cord in  conduct  was  the  maximum ;  no  demerit  stands  against 
him.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fra- 
ternity. He  stood  No.  9  in  a  class  of  36  cadets,  which  counted 
W.  J.  Matthews,  J.  C.  C.  Newton  and  S.  R.  Lamb  at  their  head. 
Ky.  Mil.  Inst.  News. 


Funeral  of  W.  B.  Seawell,  Jr. — A  large  number  of  the  friends 
and  acquaintances  of  this  gentleman  congregated  yesterday  af- 
ternoon, at  the  St.  Francis-street  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to 
pay  the  last  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory.  After  the  ceremo- 
nies the  body  was  taken  to  the  Magnolia  Cemetery,  The  floral 
offerings  were  most  exquisite,  and  among  them  we  noticed  spe- 
cially two  wreaths,  one  from  the  K.  O.  R.  and  the  other  from  the 
members  of  Merchant  Steam  Fire  Company  No.  4.  The  remains 
were  interred  in  the  Magnolia  Cemetery. — Mobile  Register. 


Death  has  again  snatched  a  well-beloved  brother  from  our  fold. 
We  might  have  assumed  the  sad  task  of  furnishing  the  meagre 
details  of  his  brief  career  and  untimely  fall;  but  we  prefer  to  rest 
the  sacred  duty  with  the  tender  heart  of  a  bereaved  sister;  and 
so  we  give  them  in  her  own  words,  although  the  following  letter 
was  not  intended  by  the  writer  for  publication: 

"Dear  Sir: — Your  communication  calling  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  life  and  death  of  the  late  W.  B.  Seawell,  Jr., 
has  just  been  received,  and,  as  his  sister,  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
you  a  brief  statement  of  the  same. 

"He  was  born  at  Portersville,  near  Mobile,  Ala.,  Sept.  4th, 
1853,  and  died  in   Mobile,   Ala.,  April   15th,    188 1.     Naturally 
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delicate,  and  bereft  of  his  mother  at  the  tender  age  of  eleven, 
and  deprived  of  those  sanitary  guards  that  only  a  mother's  ten- 
der care  can  furnish,  by  repeated  and  ignorant  violations  of  the 
laws  of  health,  he  laid  the  foundation  for  the  insidious  pulmo- 
nary disease  that  resulted  in  his  death. 

"  For  three  years  he  was  a  cadet  at  the  Kentucky  Military  In- 
stitute, and  during  that  period  he  won  two  medals,  one  being 
the  "Conduct''  medal,  which  was  awarded  him  for  receiving  no 
demerit.  Pie  was  a  general  favorite  at  the  Institute;  and  it  was 
there  that  he  became  a  member  of  the  Ky.  Mu  (then  the  Ky. 
Alpha)  Chapter  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity. 

"After  leaving  college,  he  entered  business  in  the  employment 
of  a  large  grocery  store  in  the  city  of  Mobile,  in  which  position 
he  remained  for  several  years ;  after  which  time  he  became  inter- 
ested in  steamboating  and  finally  became  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
himself 

"Though  timid  and  shrinking  in  his  disposition,  he  was  social 
and  confiding  in  his  nature  and  generous  to  a  fault,  and  was  too 
often  a  sufferer  from  the  power  of  evil  associations;  but  a  warmer, 
better  heart  never  beat  in  manly  breast.  The  four  long,  painful 
months  of  confinement  to  the  house  brought  him  into  close 
communion  with  his  own  heart  and  life's  sad  retrospect;  and 
what  his  physical  sufferings  were,  it  would  break  an  only  sister's 
heart  to  tell.  During  this  sickness,  he  renounced  the  vanities  of 
the  world  that  had  failed  him  in  the  hours  of  affliction,  and,  with 
a  broken-hearted  penitence  that  moved  a  Saviour's  love,  he  laid 
hold  upon  the  hopes  set  before  him  in  the  Gospel,  and  rejoiced 
in  the  full  assurance  of  a  better  inheritance.  He  dwelt  much  and 
bitterly  on  his  past  life,  regretting  that  he  had  squandered  so  many 
gracious  opportunities,  and  most  earnestly  desired  to  live  that  he 
might  evince,  by  a  Godly  life,  the  genuineness  of  his  faith,  and 
make  some  amends  for  the  former  follies  of  his  life.  But  this 
was  not  to  be,  and  he  yielded  passively  and  submissively  to  the 
Divine  will." 
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Thus  we  have  the  sad  story  of  our  loss  from  the  very  lips  of 
Sorrow,  and,  embalmed  in  a  sister's  love  and  baptized  with  the 
tears  of  her  grief,  there  is  a  radiance  about  it  that  comes  of 
Christian  confidence  that  is  better  than  the  world's  treacherous 
friendship  and  stronger  than  the  waves  of  woe  that  break  in  fury 
about  the  tomb  of  the  skeptic. 

May  heaven  bless  this  dear  sister — the  last  member  of  her 
family — and  be  to  her  better  and  dearer  than  even  the  love  and 
tenderness  of  the  brother  now  departed ! 

W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr. 


Editors  Palm: — I  have  to-day  received  a  letter  from  Bro.  W. 
H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  informing  me  of  the  death  of  Bro.  W.  B.  Seawell, 
Jr.,  and  asking  for  a  short  sketch  of  his  college  life  for  the  Palm. 
Bro.  S.  entered  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute  in  the  fall  of 
1869,  aged  then  about  fifteen  or  sixteen  years.  The  elements  of 
his  character  were  such,  that  as  soon  as  he  became  acquainted 
he  grew  rapidly  in  the  favor  and  esteem  of  both  the  officers  and 
cadets,  and  before  one  year  had  elapsed  he  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  boys  at  the  Institute.  Early  in  the  second  year  of  his 
college  life  he  was  accepted  into  the  Ky.  Alpha  (now  Ky.  Mu) 
Chapter  of  our  Fraternity,  and  was  one  of  our  most  devoted  and 
brightest  young  members.  He  was  obedient  and  respectful  to 
his  superiors;  courteous  and  polite  to  his  equals;  kind  and  gene- 
rous to  his  subordinates,  and  a  general  favorite  with  all.  In 
short,  he  v/as  one  of  the  finest  young  gentlemen  it  has  ever  been 
my  good  fortune  to  meet,  and  in  his  death  our  Fraternity  has 
lost  one  of  its  brightest  jewels.  There  are  circumstances  con- 
nected with  this  case  which  render  it  peculiarly  sad.  During  the 
entire  three  years  at  college,  Bro.  S.  received  but  few  letters  from 
home  that  did  not  record  the  death  of  some  one  near  and  dear 
to  him.  Only  a  short  while  ago  he  followed  his  father's  remains 
to  the  grave,  and  now  he  has  been  called  to  answer  to  the  "roll- 
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call  in  the  skies,"  leaving  an  only  sister  to  mourn  the  loss  of  her 
sainted  dead. 

Brevity  of  time  and  space  prevent  me  from  writing  more.  Of 
course  this  letter  is  not  written  for  publication,  but  merely  to  give 
you  a  faint  idea  of  how  Bro.  Seawell  stood  in  our  chapter  and  at 
the  Institute. 

Excuse  this  hurriedly-written  letter,  as  Bro.  Lamar  charged 
me  to  be  sure  and  get  it  off  to-morrow. 

I  remain,  as  ever,  fraternally  yours, 

J.  H.  KiMBELL. 

Mooresville,  Ala. 


28o 
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NECROLOGY. 


Alfred  Marshall  (Va.  Alpha). 
J.  C.  J.  Clay  (Va.  Beta). 
T.  W.  Bond  (Ky.  Omicron). 
Stephen  Ranney  (Ky.  Mu). 
J.  L.  Brower  (N.  C.  Xi). 
J.  W.  Whitfield  (Ky.  Omicron). 
W.  K.  Smith  (Ky.  Mu). 
J.  A.  Shaw  (N.  C.  Xi). 
Saunders  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  G.  Ivie  (Tenn.  Iota). 
J.  G.  Blackmon  (N.  C.  Xi). 
B.  A.  Gray  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  W.  Currin  (Tenn.  Iota). 
W.  S.  Stephens  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
D.  T.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
George  T.  Lee  (Va.  Beta). 
George  Watson  (Va.  Alpha). 
C  A.  Ellett  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  P.  Crawford  (Va.  Rho). 
George  C.  Humes  (Va.  Delta). 
R.  C.  Ballentine  (Va.  Delta). 
R  H.  Lightfoot  (Va.  Alpha). 


Isaac  Paul  (Va.  Eta). 
W.  A.  Langhorne  (Va.  Alpha). 
T.  H.  Bridgforth  (Ky.  Mu). 
W.  M.  Reed  (Tenn.  Iota). 
Samuel  Hill  (Tenn.  Gamma). 
E.  G.  McClanahan  (Tenn.  Theta). 
E.  D.  Wooley  (N.  C.  Xi). 
Vernon  Via  (Va.  Delta). 
Frank  W.  Walker  (Va.  Alpha). 
W.  T.  Burdett  (Va.  Delta). 
T.  C.  Lumpkin  (Tenn.  Lambda). 
T.  B.  Edmiston  (W.  Va.  Zeta). 

A.  O.  Battle  (Tenn.  Lambda). 

D.  C.  McKay  (Ky.  Mu). 
J.  C.  Kinckle  (Va.  Beta). 

J.  R.  McD.  Irby  (Va.  Delta). 
J.  A.  Crichton  (Va.  Alpha). 

E.  C.  Mix  (Va.  Epsilon). 
E.  D.  Campbell  (Va.  Beta). 
W.  B.  Seawell,  Jr.,  (Ky.  Mu). 

B.  F.  Atkinson  (Ala.  A.  E.). 
John  T.  Malone  (Ga.  Alpha-Beta). 


Note. — The  members  whose  names  are  found  in  the  above  list 
have  been  reported  to  our  Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals 
as  deceased;  but  the  particulars  as  to  the  time,  place  or  cause  of 
death  are  known  in  the  case  of  only  a  few  of  them.  Members 
and  others  who  possess  such  information,  or  who  know  of  other 
cases  of  death  among  the  members  of  the  A.  T.  i?.  Fraternity  are 
earnestly  requested  to  correspond  with  the  Editors  of  this  Jour- 
nal— to  the  end  that  we  may  add  to  our  other  Annals  difull  aitd 
accurate  register  of  our  Dead. 
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OTHER  FRATERNITIES. 


GREEK  NEWS. 

— Fhi  Gamma  Delta  has  25  chapters. 

— Kappa  Alpha's  journal  does  not  exchange. 

— Sigma  Chi  has  an  alumni  chapter  at  Cincinnati. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phi's  chapter  reports  are  full  and  well  written. 

— Sigma  Chi  publishes  its  supplementary  catalogue  in  its  jour- 
nal. 

— Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  has  about  five  hundred  members  in 
Georgia. 

—  Chi  Phi's  fifty-seventh  annual  Convention  assembled  in  Balti- 
mone,  Md.,  October  iQth. 

— Phi  Kappa  Psi  had  about  sixty  members  at  its  second  an- 
nual reunion  at  Chautauqua. 

— Delta  Tau  Delta's  official  organ  (The  Crescent),  for  October, 
has  just  been  received. 

— Kappa  Alpha  held  its  Convention  at  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  26th 
of  July.     The  attendance  was  very  good. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phi  has  abolished  the  salary  attached  to  the 
office  of  corresponding  editor  of  The  Star  and  Crescent. 

— Phi  Gamma  Delta,  we  are  glad  to  see,  denies  the  report  that 
it  has  a  chapter  composed  of  negroes. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phi. —  The  Star  and  Crescent  announces  that  it 
has  paid  all  expenses  incident  to  publishing  its  first  volume. 

— Zeta  Psi,  Chi  Phi,  Delta  Kappa  Epsilon  and  Beta  Theta  Pi 
have  chapters  at  the  University  of  California.  What  is  the  mat- 
ter, we  wonder,  with  Bros.  Berlin  and  Manson  ? 

— Phi  Kappa  Psi's  headquarters  at  Chautauqua,  last  August, 
were  visited  by  representatives  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi,  Zeta  Psi,  Phi 
Gamma  Delta,  Beta  Theta  Pi,  and  Sigma  Chi. 
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— Alpha  Sigma  Phi  was  incorporated  in  Ohio  lately.  The 
sole  surviving  chapter  of  this  famous  old  Fraternity,  which  was 
established  over  twenty  years  ago  at  Yale,  is  located  at  Marietta, 
Ohio. 

— Delta  Tan  Delta^  in  Convention  assembled  at  Pittsburgh 
August  1 8th,  telegraphed  fraternal  greetings  to  Phi  Gamma  Delta, 
assembled  in  general  Convention  at  Chautauqua,  and  to  Phi 
Kappa  Psi's  annual  reunion  at  the  same  place.  They  both  re- 
plied in  true  Greek  style.  Such  mutual  courtesies  cost  little,  but 
do  a  vast  deal  of  good. 

— We  hardly  know  which  is  the  more  reprehensible,  the  prac- 
tice of  '*  lifting  "  other  Fraternity  men,  so  much  in  vogue  with 
several  Fraternities,  or  the  act  of  one  of  the  chapters  of  Chi  Phi 
in  boasting  that  it  had  "  lifted  "  six  Phi  Delta  Thetas  in  the  seven 
years  of  its  existence. 

— Some  PJii  Delta  Thetas  in  Nashville  have  been  industriously 
circulating  the  report  that  the  2.  A.  E.  has  disband  eel  I  It  is 
needless  to  say  that  our  Nashville  men  soon  let  them  know  their 
error.  Isn't  it  a  little  remarkable  what  a  fondness  they  have  for 
Sigs?  They  are  the  same  fellows  who  "gobbled  up"  a  whole 
chapter  of  Sigs  down  in  Alabama  last  fall. — 1.  A.  E.  Record. 

— Delta  Beta  Phi  began  to  publish  a  quarterly  last  March,  but 
nothing  has  been  heard  of  it  lately.  It  was  issued  from  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  and  was  a  thirteen-page  quarto,  with  a  black  and  red  col- 
ored cover.  The  Fraternity,  which  is  but  recent  in  its  origin, 
seems  fast  going  to  pieces.  The  last  convention  appears  to  have 
had  an  unwholesome  effect  upon  it. —  Chi  Phi  Qnarterly. 

— Alpha  Delta  Phi  persistently  refused  to  grant  a  charter  for  a 
chapter  at  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute.  The  young  men  ap- 
plying held  together  for  a  year  in  hopes  of  getting  it,  but  finally 
disbanded.  Alpha  Delta  Phi  will  go  further  and  fare  worse  be- 
fore it  again  finds  so  promising  a  set  of  boys  as  were  the  appli- 
cants above  named.  Probably  not  enough  cnltnre  out  West  for 
them  ! — 1.  A.  E.  Record. 

— Alpha  Tan  Omega  is  the  only  other  Fraternity  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tennessee.  Upon  the  organization 
of  Omega  by  Brother  Walker  in  August  last,  they  welcomed  the 
new-comer  in  an  appropriate  letter  from  their  senior  officer,  Prof. 
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Charles  McD.  Puckette,  to  which  Brother  W.  responded  in  per- 
son. These  harmonious  and  friendly  relations  have  characterized 
the  two  Fraternities  at  the  several  colleges  where  they  meet,  and 
we  are  extremely  gratified  to  know  that  this  disposition  is  preva- 
lent at  Sewanee. — 2\  A.  E.  Record. 

— Beta  Theta  Pi's  forty-second  general  Convention  assembled 
at  the  Grand  Pacific  Hotel,  Chicago,  August  30th.  We  quote 
from  The  Phi  Gamma  Delta  : 

"  It  was,  perhaps,  the  most  successful  gathering  in  point  of 
numbers  in  the  history  of  the  Fraternity.  Many  noted  public 
men,  ministers,  college  presidents  and  professors,  were  present 
and  took  part  in  the  proceedings.  The  charter  of  the  chapter  at 
Trinity  University,  Texas,  was  withdrawn.  The  banquet  was  at- 
tended by  over  two  hundred  members.  Among  the  toasters  was 
ex-Vice  President  Colfax,  who  responded  to  the  toast,  '  Our 
President.'  A  correspondent  of  the  Inter-Ocean,  in  giving  a  re- 
port of  the  Convention,  says  that  the  'distinguishing  feature  of 
the  B.  6.  n.  from  the  other  college  Fraternities  is  that  its  consti- 
tution and  general  policy  are  published  to  the  world  at  large.' 
To  the  average  Fraternity  man,  we  imagine,  this  will  be  rare  news. 
If  constitutions  have  been  published  there  certainly  have  been  no 
very  recent  editions,  or  else  they  have  njt  been  very  widely  cir- 
culated. Certain  it  is  that  their  journal,  the  Beta  Theta  Pi,  is  sub 
rosa.  The  next  Convention  of  B.  0.  IJ.  will  be  held  at  Long 
Branch." 

— De/ta  Tau  Delta  held  its  twenty-third  Convention  in  Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.,  August  17th,  1 8th  and  19th.  The  Crescent  2.n^  the  city 
papers  had  full  accounts  of  it.  The  general  opinion  of  the  Deltas  is 
that  it  was  the  best  Convention  in  the  history  of  the  Fraternity.  It 
was  largely  attended,  the  best  spirit  prevailed,  and  enthusiasm  was 
characteristic  of  each  session.  Much  important  business,  we 
learn,  was  transacted  in  a  perfectly  harmonious  and  satisfactory 
manner.  The  Convention  closed  with  the  usual  banquet.  The 
next  Convention  will  be  held  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  next  August. 
The  following  officers  were  elected :  President,  Prof  W.  S. 
Eversole,  Ohio  ;  Vice-President,  B.  A.  Nevins,  Michigan  ;  Secre- 
tary, Col.  H.  A.  Axline,  Ohio ;  Corresponding  Secretary,  Chas. 
M.  Blair,  Pennsylvania;  Treasurer,  J.  C.  White,  Pennsylvania; 
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Orator,  Hon.  J.  L.  Hunt,  NewYork ;  Song-writer,  Prof.  John  R. 
Scott,  Missouri ;  Poet,  Will  Carleton,  Michigan.  The  Crescent, 
the  official  organ  of  the  Fraternity,  has  been  so  successfully 
managed  that  it  will  continue  to  be  under  the  charge  of  the  same 
chapter  (Allegheny  College,  Meadville,  Pa.)  for  this  year. 

— Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon's  last  Convention  met  in  Atlanta,  Ga., 
June  30,  1 88 1,  and  continued  its  sessions  three  days.  Its  pro- 
ceedings were  published  in  the  August  number  of  the  Record, 
The  Convention,  according  to  the  Record,  was  the  largest  that 
has  been  held  in  ten  years, — only  four  chapters  being  unrepre- 
sented, and  two  of  them  had  valid  excuses.  Much  good  work 
was  accomplished,  though  no  changes  of  importance  were  made 
in  the  Constitution.  The  delegates  and  visiting  brothers  were 
delightfully  entertained  by  the  resident  brothers  and  other  good 
people  of  Atlanta,  and  were  shc5wn  courtesies  that  will  never  be 
forgotten  by  the  recipients.  Aye,  so  well  were  they  treated  that 
the  Convention,  after  spending  an  hour  and  a  half  trying  to 
choose  a  place  to  recommend  to  the  chapters  for  holding  the 
next  meeting,  had  to  adjourn  finally  without  being  able  to  decide 
between  Frankfort  and  Atlanta.  That  speaks  well  for  Atlanta 
hospitality.  The  following  officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing 
term,  to  wit : 

R.  H.  Wildberger,  President. 

G.  H.  Nixon,  Vice-President. 

W.  B.  Walker,  Chaplain. 

J.  N.  Johnson,  Treasurer. 

D.  W.  Meadow,  Recording  Secretary. 

P.  M.  Atkinson,  Assistant  Secretary. 

R.  J.  Owen,  Door-Keeper. 

The  publication  of  the  Rccoi'd  was  ordered  to  be  continued,  and 
Major  R.  H.  Wildberger  was  re-elected  Editor-in-Chief  thereof, 
and  given  five  assistants.  A  salary  of  ;^I5  per  number  was  also 
voted  for  the  Editor-in-Chief 

— We  clip  the  following  from  the  -.  A.  E.  Record: 
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Don't  Bother  Him. — We  publish  the  letter  below  as  its  own 
explanation.  The  writer  holds  the  position  of  Auditor  and  Lo- 
cal Treasurer  of  the  Atlanta  and  Charlotte  Air-Line  railroad 
company,  at  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  ought  to  get  rich  one  o'  these 
days : 
R.  H.  Wildberger,  Esq.,  Far md ale,  Ky.: 

Dear  Sir : — Herewith  please  find  copies  of  the  2'.  A.  E.  Jour- 
nal, for  which  I  have  not  subscribed,  and  request  that  hereafter 
no  copy  be  sent  me. 

Yours  respectfully, 

H.  C.  Ansley. 

[Now  read  this  from  the  same  Journal. — Eds.  Palm.] 

Henry  R.  Goetchius,  Attorney  at  Law,  Columbus,  Ga.,  writes: 

The  copy  of  the  I.  A.  E.  Journal  you  were  kind  enough  to 
forward  to  my  address  was  duly  received  and  read  with  great  in- 
terest. It  gives  me  no  little  pleasure  to  learn  of  the  prosperity 
of  our  noble  brotherhood,  and  the  interest  which  the  Journal 
evinces  for  the  advancement  of  the  Fraternity  will,  without  doubt, 
awaken  in  every  member  renewed  zeal,  as  it  surely  has  done 
among  such  of  the  Alumni  in  our  city  as  have  seen  it.  While 
perusing  its  pages  I  was  carried  back  to  the  memorable  night  in 
September,  1868,  when  I  was  mysteriously  led  away  by  two  fel- 
low-students, and  as  mysteriously  initiated  into  Chapter  B.  From 
that  day  to  this  my  love  for  the  Order  has  remained  unchanged, 
and  whenever  I  meet  any  of  the  members  I  feel  as  if  I  were  meet- 
ing those  related  to  me  by  ties  of  blood.  I  regret  exceedingly 
that  we  have  no  alumnus  chapter  at  this  point.  There  are  hardly 
members  enough  here  to  sustain  a  chapter  properly.  Enclosed 
is  the  subscription  for  the  Journal  of  Bro.  Jewett  DeVotie  and 
myself  Send  both  to  this  office.  Please  be  kind  enough  to  send 
us  the  back  numbers.  DeVotie  is  Editor-in-Chief  of  the  Daily 
Enquirer-Sim,  of  this  city.  He  is  a  brother  of  the  lamented  No- 
ble L.  DeVotie,  the  founder  of  our  Order. 

— I*hi  Gamma  Delta  held  its  seventeenth  General  Convention 
at  Point  Chautauqua,  N.  Y.,  August  17th,  i8th,  and  19th,  i88i- 
Most  of  the  chapters  were  represented.  The  Chiefs  of  the  vari- 
ous divisions  (New  England,  Central,  Middle,  Southern,  Western 
and  Pacific,)  made  their  reports  which,  in  the  main,  were  very 
encouraging.  The  Fraternity's  financial  condition  was  never  bet- 
ter, and  there  is  a  reported  increase  in  the  interest  manifested  by 
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the  chapters.  Since  the  last  Convention  five  new  chapters  have 
been  added,  one  chapter  has  been  revived,  and  there  have  been 
no  charters  withdrawn ;  and  the  present  year  bids  fair  to  be  on9 
of  the  most  prosperous  in  the  history  of  the  Fraternity.  The 
Convention  noticed  with  much  pleasure  the  favorable  condition 
and  continued  improvement  of  the  Fraternity's  Journal — The 
Phi  Gamma  Delta,  but  inaugurated  a  change  in  its  editorial 
corps.  Heretofore  the  Journal  has  been  conducted  by  under- 
graduates, and  the  Alumni  members  of  the  Fraternity  had  no 
chance  to  give  it  tone  except  as  they  should  volunteer.  Here- 
after the  editorial  staff  will  consist  of  an  Editor,  an  Assistant 
Editor,  and  a  Business  Manager,  and,  in  addition,  seven  special 
contributors  selected  from  the  Order  at  large.  Quite  a  large 
proportion  of  the  subscribers  were  reported  delinquent,  and  here- 
after no  subscribers  will  receive  the  Journal  except  those  who 
actually  pay  for  it.  A  committee  was  appointed  to  receive  sub- 
scriptions, devise  plans  for  the  raising  of  a  fund,  and  to  collect 
material  for  the  compiling  of  a  new  Catalogue  of  the  Fraternity. 

Columbus,  Ohio,  and  August  31st,  1882,  are  the  place  and 
time  chosen  for  convening  the  next  General  Convention. 

The  Convention  was  closed  with  a  delightful  banquet  at  the 
Grand  Hotel.  While  the  Convention  was  an  acknowledged  suc- 
cess, and  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  did  its  work  admira- 
bly, yet  it  was  the  general  opinion  that  Chautauqua  is  not  the 
best  place  in  the  world  for  holding  a  Convention. 

— "Four  students  who  were  suspended  from  Purdue  Univer- 
sity, Indiana,  for  not  complying  with  a  new  regulation  requiring 
all  students  to  pledge  themselves  not  to  be  members  of  *  Greek 
letter'  societies  during  their  college  course,  have  brought  suit  in 
the  courts  to  test  the  authority  of  the  faculty  to  make  such  a 
regulation." 

We  clipped  the  above  from  a  daily  journal,  a  week  or  so  ago. 
Since  then  we  have  heard  that  Judges  Coffroth,  Sigma  Chi,  and 
Ward,  Phi  Delta  Theta,  have  voluntarily  offered  their  services  to 
these  students,  who  of  course  are  Sigs,  and  the  "  end  is  not  yet." 
The  case  is  apt  to  be  a  long  one,  and  all  we  can  do  is  to  hope  for 
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final  success.  The  question  is  one  of  peculiar  interest,  and  is 
the  culmination  of  the  fight  at  Purdue.  The  result  will  establish 
a  precedent  one  way  or  the  other.  Let  us  hope  it  will  not  be 
averse  to  the  White  Cross. — The  Sig7na  Chi. 

The  Star  and  Crescent  of  Alpha  Delta  Phi  likewise  published 
the  above  clipping  and  then  commented  on  it  in  these  words. 
We  only  add  that  the  Falin  asks  to  be  put  on  record  as  sympa- 
thising warmly  with  the  "suspended"  Sigs^  and  as  heartily  en- 
dorsing the  words  of  The  Star  and  Crescent,  as  follows : 

"We  doubt  very  much  whether  the  Faculty  of  Purdue  Uni- 
versity is  acting  under  any  legal  right  which  would  substantiate 
the  course  pursued  as  above  indicated.  After  a  five  years'  con- 
test (1845-50)  with  the  secret  societies,  the  Faculty  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Michigan  found  that  the  Legislature  would  not  sustain 
them  in  a  case  similar  to  this  one  in  Indiana.  And  while  it  can 
hardly  be  claimed  that  a  precedent  has  thus  been  established,  we 
have  strong  hopes  that  the  students  of  Purdue  University  will  be 
successful  in  their  litigation. 

"Alpha  Delta  Phi  is  not  represented  at  Purdue  University,  and 
may  never  care  to  be;  but  some  secret  literary  organization 
among  young  men  is  there  seeking  an  entrance,  and,  whoever 
they  are,  we  extend  to  them  our  sympathy. 

"  Whatever  the  legal  aspect  of  this  case,  surely  there  can  be, 
and  is,  but  one  opinion  among  the  great  majority  of  thoughtful 
educators  of  our  country  as  to  the  utility  of  the  American  Stu- 
dent Greek  Letter  Society. 

"  Its  value  as  a  complement  of  the  college  course  has  been  de- 
monstrated again  and  again.  No  easier  task  could  be  given  us 
than  that  of  presenting  to  the  Faculty  of  Purdue  University  the 
names  of  prominent  professors  who  would  gladly  testify  that 
their  views  respecting  college  secret  societies  have  undergone 
marked  changes,  in  that  all  former  prejudice  against  such  organ- 
izations has  been  transformed  into  a  hearty  commendation. 

"This  is  the  result  of  years  of  study  on  the  part  of  the  indi- 
vidual, and  of  persistent  effort  and  growth  on  the  part  of  the  so- 
ciety." 

— Professor  Edgar  F.  Smith,  Ph.  D.  (<^.  K,  W.),  late  assistant  in  the 
Department  of  Analytical  Chemistry  in  the  University  of  Penn- 
sylvania, was  elected  last  summer  to  fill  the  "Asa  Packer  Profes- 
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sorship  of  Natural  Sciences"  in  Muhlenberg  College.  Allentown, 
Pa.,  and  has  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Muhlenberg  College,  by  this  act,  has  conferred  an  honor  that 
is  justly  due,  and  that  will  be  worthily  worn,  and  she  has  no  less 
received  an  honor  that  she  will  not  lightly  value,  for  she  has  added 
to  her  faculty,  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Smith,  a  ripe  scholar  and  a 
noble-hearted  gentleman,  whose  counterpart  it  would  be  hard 
to  find.     We,  along  with  his  own  brothers,  lament  the  withdrawal 
of  this  gentleman  from  the  active  editorial  management  of  The 
Shield.     We,  ourselves,  feel  that  we  thus  suffer  a  personal  loss, 
for  it  is  rarely  given  to  the  conductors  of  two  rival  Fraternity 
journals  to  cherish  such  warm  feelings  of  mutual  friendship  and 
good  will  as  always  characterized  the  relations  of  Dr.  Smith  and 
the  writer^JWhile  he  never  for  an  instant  forgot  his  allegiance 
to  theT^ternity  of  his  love,  nor  suffered  an  opportunity  to  be 
lost  when  he  could  advance  her  weal,  yet  his  heart  was  too  big 
and  his  mind  too  broad  and  catholic  to  permit  him  ever  to  take 
an  unjust  advantage  of  a  rival  Fraternity  or  to  countenance  for 
a  moment  any  act  or  measure  that  might  tend  to  belittle  or  dis- 
parage a  rival.     He  was  ever  a  fearless  champion  for  right,  honor, 
justice  and  truth,  and  would  always  award  the  palm  to  whom  it  of 
right  belonged — no  matter  what  the  consequences  might  be.    We 
regret  the  retirement  of  such  a  man  from  the  field  of  Fraternity 
journalism,  not  alone  on  account  of  the  loss  to  the  Phi   Kappa 
Psi  Fraternity  (and  it  will  be  a  loss),  but  also  for  the  sake  of  the 
general  Greek  cause  that  must  suffer  thereby  and  that  will  sadly 
miss  his  bold  championship.      Dr.  Smith's  retirement  from  the 
field  of  Fraternity  journalism  removes  the  seal  heretofore  placed 
on  our  lips.     We  feel  that  we  can  record  now  and  here  our  esti- 
mate of  the  man,  and  of  the  work  he  has  done  for  the  cause  all 
true  Greeks  have  at  heart. 

We  hope  Fhi  Kappa  Psi  may  be  able  to  fill  his  place  on  The 
Shield  staff;  but  we  doubt  it. 
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KIND  WORDS  FROM  OTHER  GREEKS. 

[From  the  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  for  July.] 

The  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  sent  out  its  initial  number  of  a  journal 
entitled  ''The  Alpha.  Tait  Omega  Palm,''  in  the  month  of  Decem- 
ber last,  which  is  to  be  the  official  organ  of  the  Fraternity,  and 
to  be  issued  five  times  a  year  under  the  direction  of  the  High 
Council,  each  number  to  contain  about  forty-eight  pages  of  mat- 
ter. The  place  of  publication  is  Richmond,  Va.  In  this  number 
Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  who  is  chairman  of  the  High  Council, 
has  published  an  address  to  the  Fraternity,  wherein  he  sets  forth 
the  objects  of  the  Palm  to  be :  "  First,  to  afford  a  medium  of  in- 
tercommunication for  the  general  officers,  for  the  chapters,  and 
for  the  Alumni  of  the  Fraternity;  second,  to  aid  in  extending  the 
borders  of  the  Fraternity,  and  so  enlarging  its  sphere  of  useful- 
ness ;  third,  to  preserve  the  history  of  the  Fraternity ;  dcwd  fourth, 
to  strengthen  the  ties  oi  Alpha  Tau  Omega!^  Its  columns  are 
devoted  to  general  Fraternity  articles,  to  chapter  correspondence 
and  editorial  comments.  Among  the  general  contributions  we 
notice  one  of  interest  to  all  Fraternity  men  on  the  subject:  "Im- 
policy of  the  opposition  of  college  officials  to  Secret  Fraternities." 
It,  in  a  very  clear  and  convincing  manner,  demonstrates  that  the 
effect  of  all  opposition  is  rather  detrimental  than  beneficial  to  a 
college. 

Its  editorials  disclose  a  recognition  of  the  fact  that  there  are 
other  Fraternities  in  existence,  which  have  common  interests  and 
kindred  aims,  and  express  a  wish  to  cultivate  the  most  charitable 
feelings  toward  each  other, — a  spirit  which  we  commend.  We 
learn  from  a  perusal  of  this  number  that  the  law-making  power 
of  this  Fraternity  is  vested  in  what  is  termed  a  '*  Congress," 
which  met  on  the  29th  of  December,  1880,  at  Macon,  Ga.  The 
directory  shows  that  the  Fraternity  was  founded  in  1865  and  in- 
corporated in  1878,  and  that  it  has  ten  active  and  three  Alumni 

We  hail  this  publication  with  pleasure,  and  hope  that  its  high- 
est anticipations  may  be  fully  realized. 


[From  the  Record  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsllon.] 

Alpha  Tan  Omega  Palm  is  now  in  its  fourth  number.  It  is  an 
octavo  journal  of  sixty  pages,  edited  by  Joseph  R.  Anderson, 
Jr.,  Richmond,  Va.,  and  published  by  the  A.  T.  iJ.  Publishing 
House.  The  Palm  is  well  edited,  and  presents  a  neat  and  at- 
tractive typographical  appearance.     The  fourth  number  is  full  of 
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matter  of  interest  to  Alpha  Taus,  containing  among  other  things 
a  splendid  memorial  notice  of  one  of  the  Fraternity  founders, 
Alfred  Marshall. 

From  the  same ; 

Alpha  Tau  Omega  has  revived  its  Kentucky  Mu  Chapter  at 
the  Kentucky  Military  Institute,  and  has  a  good  set  of  men 
there.  The  Fraternity  is  a  strong  one  in  the  South,  and  is  ex- 
tending North  and  East. 


[From  Ed.  D.  Lyon,  Esq.,  Editor-in-Chief  of  The  Phi  Gamma  Delta.] 

The  Phi  Gamma  Delta  has  never  exchanged  with  the  Palm^ 
but  would  be  pleased  to  add  its  name  to  its  exchange  list.  I 
send  you  to-day  our  first  number  of  Vol.  IV,  and  if  you  do  not 
disapprove  of  the  exchange  system  I  would  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  Palm  upon  its  publication. 

[Accept  our  thanks.    We  will  cordially  exchange  with  you. — 

Eds.  Palm.] 


[From ,  Esq.] 

I  feel  as  though  I  should  drop  you  a  note  thanking  you  for 
what  I  have  stealthily  taken  from  Vol.  I,  No.  i,  of  the  A.  T.  Q. 
Palm,  page  39.     Being  a  good  and  intimate  friend  and  brother  of 

(who,  I  know,  is  a  friend  of  yours),  I  obtained  from  him 

several  copies  of  the  Palm  to  "overhaul,"  and  I  found  this  set  of 
"By-Laws"  on  Chapter  Correspondence,  which  I  wished  to  in- 
troduce into  my  own  chapter  at .     Hence  I  have  copied 

them,  and  now  thank  you.  I  have  seen  the  three  numbers  of  the 
Palm,  and  like  it  very  muche  *  *  *  >k  'pj-j^  "get  up"  is  fine, 
and  I  spent  this  afternoon  very  pleasantly  in  reading  them.  My 
wish  for  the  Palm's  success  is  earnest,  and  I  add  a  devout 
"Amen"  to  The  Sigma  Chi's  wish  of  "Long  may  the  Palm 
wave ! " 

Again  wishing  you,  the  Palm,  and  the  whole  A.  T.  Q.  Frater- 
nity success, 

I  am,  yours  truly,  &c. 

[We  are  deeply  grateful  to  our  brother  Greek  for  his  kind 

words.     We  have  published  them,  (withholding,  of  course,  his 

name  and  that  of  his   Fraternity),  not  because  they  flatter  our 

vanity,  (though  they  do,)  but  simply  to  show  our  readers  that  a 

narrow  and  bigoted  spirit  is,  by  no   means,  the  characteristic  of 

all  Fraternities  or  of  all  Greeks. — Eds.  Palm.] 
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OUR  GREEK  EXCHANGES. 

We  have  all  our  old  friends  back  again  with  us  after  the  long 
vacation,  and  one  new  comer  besides.  We  salute  them  all  most 
cordially. 

The  Crescent  {J.  T.  J.)  is  a  little  late  paying  its  October  visit, 
but  then  it  is  excusable,  inasmuch  as  it  has  donned  a  new  dress, 
and,  of  course,  had  to  stand  before  the  glass  a  longer  time  than 
usual.  But,  seriously,  The  Crescent  has  greatly  improved  its  ap- 
pearance since  the  June  number  was  issued.  It  comes  out  now 
printed  on  the  handsomest  sort  of  paper  (tinted,  too,)  with  new 
type,  and  with  its  number  of  pages  increased  to  twenty-four. 
Furthermore,  it  promises  that  during  the  year  it  will  publish 
biographies  and  portraits  (think  of  that!  a  first-class  magazine 
with  a  photographic  album  to  boot,  all  for  one  dollar)  of  its  most 
prominent  fraters.  Truly,  The  Crescent  has  felt  the  general 
"boom."  We  sincerely  congratulate  it,  and  can  conscientiously 
commend  it  as  the  livest  Fraternity  journal  extant.  Nearly  one- 
half  of  the  present  number  is  filled  with  an  account  of  Delta  Tau 
Delta's  "  XXIII  Annual  National  Convention,"  which  was  held 
in  Pittsburgh,  August  17th,  i8th  and  19th,  1881,  and  which 
really  seems  to  have  been  a  most  successful  affair.  We  have 
time  to  call  special  attention  to  only  one  item  in  the  published 
proceedings,  viz.,  that  referring  to  TJie  Crescent's  financial  report, 
"  in  which  it  was  shown  that  after  spending  over  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollars  more  than  (was  spent)  last  year  in  the 
dressing  of  The  Crescent,  it  yet  cleared  over  one  hundred  dollars 
to  be  paid  into  the  general  treasury."  That  exhibit  is  indeed 
gratifying.  The  Crescent's  "  Greek  World"  and  "Alumni  News" 
are  not  as  full  in  this  number  as  usual,  but  it  contains  letters  from 
quite  a  number  of  chapters. 

The  Star  and  Crescent  (A.  zi.  (/^.).  We  have  the  current  (Octo- 
ber) number,  which  opens  the  second  volume.  This  journal  con- 
tinues to  maintain  its  high  position.     It  says  in  its  leading  edito- 
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rial  that  the  past  year  has  left  it  richer  in  experience,  if  not  in 
dollars  and  cents,  though  it  has  paid  its  way,  as  well  as  the  sala- 
ries it  promised  its  corresponding  editors.  That  is  certainly 
doing  well,  and  the  fact  reflects  credit  alike  on  the  management 
and  on  the  Fraternity  that  has  so  well  supported  its  organ.  The 
number  before  us  is  specially  rich  in  Personal  Items  and  Chapter 
news,  and  contains,  as  well,  several  articles  of  merit. 

The  Sigma  Chi  [1.  X),  No.  3,  Vol.  I,  for  October,  is  exception- 
ally good.  It  opens  with  a  capital  article  on  "  Fraternity  Journal- 
ism," written  expressly  for  this  journal,  which  we  intend  to 
reproduce  in  order  that  our  readers  may  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
history  of  Fraternity  Journalism.  Next  follows  an  article  on 
*'  Honorary  Members,"  which  is  well  written,  and  which  expresses 
'*to  a  tee"  our  sentiments  on  the  subject — the  author  taking 
strong  ground  against  the  pernicious  practice  of  some  Fraterni- 
ties (his  own  among  the  number)  in  making  "honorary"  mem- 
bers. We  are  next  treated  to  a  very  interesting  account  of  the 
organization  of  an  "irregular"  chapter  of  the  Sigma  Chi  Frater- 
nity in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late  war.  But  the  best 
article  in  the  number  is  that  on  the  "  Opposition  to  Collegiate 
Secret  Societies,"  a  part  of  which  we  take  pleasure  in  reproducing 
in  another  department  of  this  number  of  the  Falm,  and  only 
regret  that  our  limited  space  will  prevent  our  publishing  the 
article  in  its  entirety. 

The  Shield  [p .  K.  W.)  We  have  the  numbers  for  September 
and  October,  clad,  too,  in  their  new  and  neat  dress,  for  The  Shield 
has  taken  a  "new  departure,"  having  discarded  the  newspaper 
form.  It  is  now  published  as  an  octavo  containing  24-32  pages. 
The  Shield  got  a  little  behind  during  the  summer  and  early  fall, 
and,  in  its  desire  to  "catch  up,"  has  been  a  little  too  hasty,  we 
think.  In  spite  of  its  new  dress,  v/e  confess  we  are  a  little  dis- 
appointed in  its  two  last  issues.  However,  we  ought  to  give  it 
more  time  to  get  used  to  its  changed  circumstances  before  ex- 
pressing an   opinion   of  its  new  regime.     Of  one  thing  we  are 
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quite  sure:  if  the  many  good  Phi  Psis  who  formerly  supported 
it  by  contributions  and  otherwise,  will  only  come  back  to  its  sup- 
port (and  they  without  doubt  should  do  so),  The  Shield  vi\l\  soon 
regain  and  even  eclipse  its  former  prestige. 

ike  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  (X.  0).  The  numbers  for  July  and 
October  are  on  our  table.  That  for  July  is  unusually  full  and 
interesting.  The  fall  number,  however,  is  rather  below  the 
average,  we  think;  but  then  the  Quarterly  had  some  excuse,, 
it  was  getting  ready  to  spread  itself  after  the  "  Fifty-seventh 
Annual  Convention."  We  may  look  for  full  amends  in  the  win- 
ter number  for  any  shortcomings  in  the  current  number.  The 
Editor  indulges  in  some  very  natural  (and  just)  "  Closing 
Thoughts  '^  as  the  Quarterly  completes  its  sixth  volume.  In  truth, 
the  Chi  Phi  Fraternity  has  made  some  remarkable  strides  du- 
ring the  existence  of  its  journal,  and  we  do  not  doubt  for  a  mo- 
ment that  its  growth  and  prosperity  are  more  largely  due  to  the 
Quarterly  than  to  any  other  agency.  The  Fraternity,  the  Editor 
says,  is  "marching  steadily  onward,  discarding  all  sentimentalism, 
she  is  becoming  rudely  practical  in  striving  to  enemplify  the 
principles  of  her  being,  recognizing  that  there  is  a  something 
nobler,  higher,  than  anything  yet  attained."  "To  this  work,"  he 
continues,  "  the  Quarterly  has  thus  far  been  devoted,  and,  let  us 
hope,  with  no  small  measure  of  success." 

It's  so,  it's  true,  we  verily  believe. 

The  E.  A.  E.  Record  (2'.  A.  E.)  Ah,  here  is  an  old  and  dear 
friend  indeed,  aye  our  oldest  friend,  and  it  is  all  the  dearer  now, 
since  it  "was  dead  and  is  alive  again; " — or,  at  least,  we  thought 
it  had  died.  Yes,  the  Record  has  come  back  to  us  after  we  had 
supposed  we  had  seen  its  face  for  the  last  time,  and  it  is  with 
great  joy  that  we  extend  to  it  our  "welcome,  thrice  welcome!'* 
It  seems  that  after  publishing  two  numbers  last  year,  for  want  of 
matter  {not  money)  the  Editor  was  obliged  reluctantly  to  suspend 
the  Record.  However,  at  the  Convention  of  the  Fraternity  last 
June  it  was  unanimously  resolved  to  revive  it,  and  hence  as  soon 
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as  practicable  after  the  Convention  adjourned  (in  August)  the 
journal  reappeared — the  third  number  being  then  issued — and  it 
was,  without  doubt,  a  good  number.  Now  we  have  the  fourth 
(October)  number,  which  completes  the  first  volume,  and  that  is 
the  best  Record  we  have  had, — in  fact,  it  is  one  of  .the  very  best 
numbers  of  any  Fraternity  publication  we  ever  saw.  From  be- 
ginning to  end,  it  is  filled  with  not  only  readable  but  well-written 
and  very  interesting  articles.  The  opening  article  is  by  Col.  Robt. 
D.  Allen,  Superintendent  of  the  Kentucky  Military  Institute — 
subject,  **  College  Secret  Fraternities."  It  is  the  first  of  a  series 
of  articles  that  gentleman  has  promised  to  contribute  to  the  Re- 
cord, and  from  the  foretaste  he  has  given  us  we  may  confidently 
look  for  something  able  and  rich.  Anything  from  Col.  Allen's 
pen  will  always  command  attention,  but  the  article  in  question 
carries  additional  weight  when  it  is  known  that  the  author  is  not 
a  member  of  a?ty  College  Secret  Fraternity,  and  hence  is  a  per- 
fectly impartial  witness.  We  bespeak  for  Col.  Allen  a  large  and 
deeply-appreciative  audience — no  less  an  audience  than  the  whole 
Fraternity  ivorld,  and  we  would  have  his  words  go  beyond  our- 
selves— yea,  to  those  who  bar  the  doors  of  their  Colleges  against 
us,  and  convince  them  of  their  error  in  waging  such  a  relentless 
war  on  what  should  be,  and  is,  their  most  powerful  ally — the 
College  Secret  Fraternity.  But  we  forget  ourselves  in  our  zeal 
for  the  cause,  and  digress.  To  return  to  the  Record,  we  repeat 
that  the  last  is  an  admirable  number — full  of  good  reading,  and 
we  advise  everybody  to  subscribe  to  it,  at  least  till  Col.  Allen's 
series  of  papers  is  concluded. 

The  Phi  Gam^na  Delta  [(P.  P.  A.)  This  is  our  latest  exchange, 
and  we  are  much  pleased  with  it.  It  is  a  quarto  of  i6  pages, 
published  at  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  issued  monthly,  under  the  edi- 
torial management  of  Ed.  D.  Lyon,  Esq.  The  October  number 
contains  several  good  articles — notably  one  on  "The  Ideal  Col- 
lege Fraternity."  The  journal  seems  well-managed,  and  presents 
a  very  neat  appearance;  and  we  welcome  it  to  our  table. 
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MISCELLANY. 


A  CLOUD  OF  WITNESSES— A  PLEA  FOR  THE 
COLLEGE  FRATERNITY. 


Chi  Phi. 

(Extract  from  the  oration  of  the  Rev.  Arthur  C.  Powell,  on  "The  Present 
Age,"  delivered  before  the  Convention  of  1880.1 

*  *  *  *  Brothers  in  Chi  Phi,  how  grand  is  our  privilege 
to  live  in  such  an  age  as  this !  Not  as  idlers,  but  as  earnest 
workers,  let  our  character  be.  We  have  bound  ourselves  together 
in  the  bonds  of  love,  not  that  we  might  live  selfishly,  but  that 
we  might  develop  more  and  more  this  great  spirit  of  universal 
brotherhood,  of  which  our  age  is  so  full.  We  are  but  a  small 
band  in  the  great  human  family,  and  our  existence  is  more  than 
useless  unless  it  is  training  us  year  by  year  to  larger  views, 
broader  sympathies  and  nobler  aims.  If  we  are  growing  selfish, 
if  we  vainly  imagine  that  we  are  the  favored  few,  we  are  not 
apprehending  the  true  design  of  our  Fraternity.  It  is  the  pur- 
pose of  this  society  to  develop,  during  the  favorable  days  of  col- 
lege life,  the  spirit  of  brotherly  kindness  among  its  members ;  to 
educate  to  broad  and  large  views  of  our  individual  relationships; 
to  set  apart  a  band  of  men  whose  hearts  shall  burn  with  a  com- 
mon love  for  a  common  cause;  and  this  aim  centres  not  in  self, 
but  in  others,  so  that  through  the  teachings  and  blessings  which 
we  receive  within  her  fold,  we  shall  be  the  better  able  to  serve 
all  mankind.  *  *  *  *  *  * 


Sigma  Chi. 

[Extract  from  "Opposition  to  Collegiate  Secret  Societies,"  in  The  Sigma  Chi 

for  October.] 

*  *  *  *  I  speak  from  experience  when  I  say  that  colle- 
giate secret  societies  are  of  vast  usefulness,  not  merely  to  those 
within  their  folds,  but  to  our  country  at  large.  They  bring  to- 
gether young  men  of  the  brightest  minds  and  highest  ambitions 
in  our  colleges;  they  bind  them  together  there  by  ties  which  all 
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the  storms  of  middle  and  all  the  sorrows  of  old  age,  cannot  dis- 
solve. More  than  twenty  years  ago  I  became  a  Sigma  Chi.  In 
my  chapter  were  collected  around  me  a  number  of  chivalrous 
sons.  A  fearful  war  swept  over  the  country  and  separated  us  to 
meet  no  more.  Many  of  them  surrendered  their  lives  to  their 
country;  others  have  since  passed  away  in  the  general  chaos 
that  ensued;  but  in  my  heart,  and  I  am  sure  in  the  hearts  of  all 
who  survive  those  days,  the  memories  and  the  friendship  then 
engendered  can  never  pass  away.  In  that  circle  every  sentiment 
of  honor  and  manliness  was  cherished;  every  precept  of  good 
morals  and  uprightness  was  inculcated.  We  did  not  wear  our 
badges  for  boyish  show,  but  because  to  us  they  were  emblematic 
of  the  gentleman.  They  spoke  to  us  then,  as  they  speak  to  us 
yet,  of  those  things  that  are  noblest  in  human  nature;  and  now 
that  we  have  left  boyhood  far  behind  and  are  surrounded  by  the 
cares  of  "  anxious  and  scheming  middle  age,"  we  are  not  ashamed 
to  see  them  worn  by  our  wives  and  daughters,  or  ourselves  to 
wear  them.  More  than  this.  These  organizations  incite  their 
members  to  strive  for  distinctions  in  college  and  in  after  life. 
Every  member  of  a  chapter  feels  a  personal  interest  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  those  who  seek  college  honors.  In  trouble  and 
distress  there  are  some  to  whom  the  afflicted  brother  can  with 
confidence  turn  with  certainty  of  succor. 

And  these  things  are  useless  and  frivolous,  saith  the  bigot. 


Alpha  Delta  Phi. 

[Extract  from  the  speech  of  the  Hon.  William  W.  Crapo,  M.  C,  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, at  the  late  Convention]. 

*  *  *  *  jhe  society  is  the  natural  adjunct  of  college  life. 
The  student  selects  his  College.  He  is  loyal  to  his  alma  mater. 
It  has  strengthened  him  for  the  burden  of  life.  But  it  does  not 
satisfy  all  the  conditions  of  manhood  training.  True  manhood 
means  something  more  than  a  mind  crammed  with  study.  It 
means  a  pure  heart  as  well  as  a  strong,  clear  brain.  The  highest 
accomplishment  of  culture  cannot  alone  produce  true  manhood. 
He  must  have  contact  and  association  with  the  best  of  his  fellows. 
And  here  comes  in  the  College  Fraternity  to  lighten  the  mind 
and  throw  off  the  restraint  of  the  recitation  room.  He  longs  for 
friendship,  and  yearns  for  the  companionship  of  congenial  spirits. 
He  meets  associates  in  the  College  Fraternity,  and  they  are  bound 
together,  worshipping  the  same  imaginary  divinity  and  having  a 
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common  interest.  There  is  about  the  society  the  charm  of  mys- 
tery, and  its  exclusiveness  intensifies  the  devotion  of  its  members. 
It  has  the  double  purpose  of  social  intercourse  and  the  improve- 
ment of  the  mind;  it  elevates  the  affections,  cultivates  social  rela- 
tions and  stimulates  the  love  of  letters.  He  knows  the  men  who 
wear  the  same  badge  with  him  are  picked  men,  and  he  believes 
they  possess  qualities  of  heart  and  mind  beyond  the  average  of 
college  classes.  The  intimacy  of  seclusion  leads  to  frankness 
and  confidence.  The  intimate  knowledge  of  each  other  leads  to 
mutual  respect.  They  are  put  upon  their  honor  and  act  upon 
their  honor.     Littleness,  meanness,  selfishness,  are  not  tolerated 

t  h  p  rp  ^  ^  ^  ^  #  jj; 


Delta  Tau  Delta. 

[Extract  from  ''Delta  Friendship,"  in  The  Crescent  for  April,  18811. 

True  friendship  is  like  sound  health;  the  value  of  it  is  seldom 
known  until  it  be  lost. 

We  all  know  what  Deltaism  is — we  all  have  felt  the  influence 
of  good,  true,  honest,  sympathetic  Delta  friendship.  What  a 
consolation  it  is  for  one  who  is  a  Delta  to  know  that  if  he  needs 
a  friend  he  can  always  find  not  only  one  but  a  whole  fraternity 
of  them — friends  to  whom  he  can  tie  in  every  time  of  need. 
True  friends,  I  used  to  think,  were  like  angel's  visits,  few  and  far 
between;  but  since  I  have  felt  the  need  of  honest  sympathy  and 
true,  earnest  friendship,  I  have  come  to  knozv  differently.  A  frater 
in  any  College  fraternity  is  willing  to  testify  to  the  effect  that 
one's  fraternity  is  a  help  to  him.  But  they  who  are  not  Delta's 
cannot  know  of  Deltaism.  Being  a  "boy  of  Alpha"  I  can  only 
speak  for  a  certainty  as  to  the  pleasure  which  a  meeting  with  the 
Delta  boys  has  given  me.  I  long  for  Saturday  evening's  coming 
as  a  thirsty  man  longs  for  water.  To  sit  among  the  boys,  to 
talk  to  them,  to  look  into  their  honest  faces  and  to  feel  that 
pleasurable  excitement  which  is  the  result  of  a  knowledge  that 
each  and  every  one  of  that  "trusted  21  "  would  help  me  in  my 
troubles — rejoice  with  me  in  my  good  fortune — and  would  wil- 
lingly sacrifice  their  own  personal  interests,  if  by  so  doing  they 
could  aid  me  in  any  downfall  or  misfortune.  What  a  feeling  of 
rest  and  comfort  settles  over  one  as  he  slams  the  chapter  hall 
door  behind  him  and  walks  in  among  his  brothers.  One  feels — 
he  knows — that  he  has  left  the  world  of  avarice,  jealousy,  and 
hate  behind  him,  on  the  other  side  of  the  door,  and  that  now  he 
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is  among  friends,  tried  and  true.  Here  at  least  is  peace  and  har- 
mony— here  at  least,  and  perhaps  nowhere  else,  one  can  open 
his  heart  and  pour  forth  his  complaints  or  joys,  knowing  that 
every  word  he  utters  will  be  listened  to  with  sympathy  and  re- 
^Dect  ^  ^  ^  ^  })<  ^ 


Phi  Gamma  Delta. 

(Extract  from  "The  Ideal  College  Fraternity,"  in  The  Plii  Gamma  Delta 

for  October.] 

*  *  *  *  The  Ideal  College  Fraternity  is  an  organization 
for  the  protection  and  development  of  sound  morals,  and  good 
breeding,  during  the  perilous  and  defenceless  period  of  college 
life.  It  should  supply  within  the  chapter  walls  the  restraints  and 
models  lost  by  the  abandonment  of  home  life,  and  by  exercising 
a  judicious  guardianship  over  the  minds  and  consciences  of  its 
members,  preserve  in  the  paths  of  Truth,  Honor  d^nd  Morality  Xht 
partly  formed  character  of  the  students.  It  incites  the  erring  to 
good  by  appeal,  warning  and  example ;  by  its  machinery  en- 
couraging and  assisting  all  engaged  in  similar  work,  creating  a 
permanent  and  unwavering  enthusiasm,  which  shall  burn  up 
selfish  motives  and  selfish  pleasures,  so  placing  in  every  college 
where  youths  or  young  men  are  assembled,  a  power  for  good,  a 
leaven  of  right  living,  right  thinking,  right  doing,  in  short,  a 
leaven  of  righteousness,  which  in  time  will  raise  our  college  mo- 
rals and  sentiments  into  the  highest  possible  plane,  and  thereby 
our  country  into  the  foremost  place  among  nations. 

Am  I  expecting  too  much  ?  I  think  not.  The  future  of  our 
country  in  its  growth  toward  the  highest  standards,  is  in  the 
hands  of  its  educated  men,  and  if  every  year  one-tenth  of  those 
who  leave  the  college  walls  are  bent  on  attaining  one  aim,  are 
working  in  unison  for  its  attainment,  is  it  not  to  be  reached? 
The  work  of  the  Ideal  Fraternity  only  begins  in  college  days,  it 
is  carried  on  during  the  life  of  its  members,  and  thus  it  must  be; 
its  noble  ends  cannot  be  achieved  by  boys  alone,  the  older  ones 
must  work  and  guide  the  boys,  "that  the  boys  may  keep  their 
own  pure  hearts,  guided  into  experience  and  wisdom  by  those 
who  are  pure  and  wise."         *  >i<  *  =}c         :};  * 

The  boy  sent  away  from  home  to  be  educated  is  subjected  to 
peculiar  temptations,  and  strong  attacks  at  a  time  when  the  at- 
traction of  a  new  world  are  offering  gratifications  to  the  longings 
which  begin  to  be  felt  within.     He  is  taken  away  from  the  society 
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of  friends  and  relatives,  from  home  and  its  influence,  with  h'ttle 
more  protection  than  the  innocence  of  ignorance.  His  chapter 
hall  should  furnish  environment  where  his  adolescent  morality 
may  have  a  chance  to  fairly  develop,  shielded  from  unknown 
dangers,  protected  from  unconscious  contamination,  until  the  in- 
nocence of  ignorance  becomes  the  purity  of  choice  founded  on 
knowledcfe.         *  **  ^k^k  i(i         -^a         ^f 

I  have  taken  much  of  your  time  and  may  have  failed  to  carry 
you  all  with  me,  yet  I'll  not  complain  if  one  brother  understands 
better  than  before  what  0.  F.  J.  means,  if  one  brother  has  re- 
solved that  his  endeavor  shall  be  put  forth  for  the  realization  of 
the  ideal,  that  the  time  will  come  when  the  students  of  every  col- 
lege in  our  land  shall  be  gentlemen  and  scholars,  exponents  of 
Christian  morality.  The  ideas  this  adjective  suggests,  though 
so  essential,  I  will  not  dwell  upon,  but  let  us  remember  this:  No 
effort  can  be  successful  in  its  fullest  sense  that  Christianity  does 
not  sanctify,  no  fraternity  the  ideal,  whatever  its  aims,  where 
fidelity  to  man  is  not  based  upon  Christian  benevolence  and  loy- 
alty to  God. 


Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon. 

[Extract  from  ''Are  Fraternities  Beneficial  ?  "  by  Captain  L.  B.  McBrayer, 
ill  The  Record  for  Octolxir.] 

*  *  *  *  We  have  hardly  a  doubt  but  every  organization 
of  the  kind  is  to  make  better  boys,  better  men,  in  addition  to  pro- 
moting social  intercourse  by  bringing  them  together  under  mu- 
tual ties.  We  make  these  remarks,  not  because  we  are  in  want 
of  material,  but  because  of  the  determined  opposition  that  our 
Fraternity,  as  well  as  others  of  the  same  kind,  has  met  with  in 
the  colleges  of  the  land. 

The  end  to  be  attained  by  these  organizations  must  be  a  good 
one  or  a  bad  one.  Those  things  that  are  secret  are  no  more  than 
the  mode  of  recognition  of  one  member  by  another,  and  pass- 
words to  the  hall  and  the  method  of  conducting  business.  I  ask 
liberal  men.  Is  there  anything  wrong  in  keeping  this  a  secret? 
Can  any  one  be  harmed  by  it?  I  make  this  assertion  without 
the  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  the  purposes  of  secret 
organizations  cannot  be  concealed — the  general  and  fundamental 
principles  of  their  constitutions,  I  mean.  If  you  can  understand 
human  actions,  then  you  must  know  their  design,  if  you  have 
had  an  opportunity  of  observing  the  members.      *      *      *      * 
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It  may  be  that  some  of  these  bodies  have  for  their  purpose  the 
ignoring  of  the  law  of  the  land  and  the  requirements  of  college 
authorities  ;  but,  as  I  have  said  before,  we  are  slow  to  believe  it. 
and  certainly  this  age,  marked  by  so  many  Christian  institutions, 
justifies  us  in  our  belief.  To  make  men  of  integrity  and  honesty, 
to  cultivate  the  heart,  social  side  of  man's  nature,  to  stimulate 
and  encourage  to  work — these  ends  surely  are  worth  the  time 
and  the  work  to  accomplish  them. 

In  the  end  we  want  to  tell  you  the  good  it  does  for  the  school- 
boy. A  man  may  live  without  everything  except  something  to 
eat,  it  is  true,  but  it  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  way  of  living.  He 
feels  his  dependence,  and  never  more  so  than  when  among  total 
strangers.     This   is  the  condition  of  the  school-boy.     He  is  a 

When  a  boy  or  young  man  goes  away  from  home  to  college, 
to  enter  one  of  these  secret  organizations  is  very  often  the  salva- 
tion of  his  life.  He  is  from  under  home  restraints,  and  those 
tender  sentiments  of  affection  for  his  brothers,  sisters,  father  and 
mother,  and  associates  may  receive  a  fatal  shock  during  his  ab- 
sence if  he  does  not  find  those  there  who  care  for  him,  who  make 
him  their  companion,  and,  as  it  were,  supply  those  things  that  make 
life  sweet.  It  is  certainly  a  most  miserable  life  if  one  is  always  a 
stranger.  If  you  wish  to  appreciate  any  little  attention,  go  to 
where  you  are  not  known. 

What  greater  evidence  do  you  want  that  there  is  a  great  good 
done  by  secret  organizations  than  this,  the  declaration  of  many 
members,  "  what  I  am  I  owe,  in  great  measure,  to  the  influence 
of  my  secret  fraternity." 


Phi  Kappa  Psi. 

[Extract  from  ''An  Old  Boy's  Kecollections  of  Phi  Kappa  Psi,  Twenty-five 
Years  Aj?o,"  by  the  Rev.  Wm.  G.  Keady,  in  The  Shield.] 

*  *  *  *  However,  when  I  graduated,  the  Fraternity  was  on 
a  proud  basis.  From  the  small  force  as  I  first  knew  it,  it  had 
expanded  into  several  flourishing  chapters.  From  a  despised 
thing,  it  had  become  a  thing  of  beauty,  whose  smile  was  worth 
suing  for.  Seldom  was  there  collected  together  in  our  College 
a  set  of  youths  such  as  formed  the  Pa.  A.,  who  in  their  inter- 
course with  each  other  exemplified  so  'many  of  the  -graces  and 
virtues  of  mankind.  The  friendship  and  love  then  developed 
were  more  than  the  result  of  mere  association.     I  can  speak,. 


Miscellany.  301 

from  my  own  experience,  of  a  friendship  stronger  than  that  of  a 
Damon  for  a  Pythias — self-sacrificing,  soul-absorbing.  There  was 
a  glow  and  an  exhilaration  about  our  Fraternity  at  that  time 
which  it  was  impossible  for  any  after-experience,  no  matter  how 
rich,  to  bring  back.  Our  high-sounding  sentiments  and  phrases 
that  adorned  our  correspondence  and  speeches  were  but  tame 
efforts  to  exp^-ess  what  was  inexpressible. 

I  fear  that  I  have  been  tedious,  and  yet  I  feel  that  after  all  I 
have  not  fulfilled  satisfactorily  the  task  on  which  I  entered.  But 
it  has  been  pleasant  and  sad.  "Did  not  Ossian  hear  a  voice? 
Or  is  it  the  sound  of  days  that  are  no  more  ?  Often,  like  the 
evening  sun,  comes  the  memory  of  former  times  on  my  soul." 
But  I  cannot  stop  yet ;  for  when  I  left  College  to  go  out  into 
*'the  wide,  wide  world,"  0.  K.  W.  was  not  left  behind.  It  has 
followed  me  to  this  hour.  In  the  most  trying  hour  of  my  life,  I 
have  always  found  a  brother  not  far  off — so  that  my  love  for  and 
interest  in  the  Fraternity  was  not  allowed  to  die  out,  or  become 
a  mere  memory.  The  eternal  principles  have  stood  the  test  of 
real  life.  When  I  taught  school  in  Kentucky,  after  graduating, 
George  Kennedy  was  near  me ;  and  when  we  separated,  we  kept 
up  a  correspondence  till  his  death.  When  teaching  near  Oak- 
land College,  Miss.,  Sam  D.  McPherson  was  in  the  institution, 
and  we  met  frequently  afterward.  Sam  was  a  perennial  boy:  the 
glow  of  0.  K.  ¥.  never  left  him.  He  died  of  consumption  a  few 
years  since,  in  California.  Ralph  Mackey  was  also  near  me,  a 
year  before  the  war.  He  returned  to  Pennsylvania,  entered  the 
army  as  captain,  but  his  service  was  cut  short  by  contracting  a 
severe  cold  in  the  Chickahominy  swamp,  which  developed  the 
hereditary  foe  of  his  family — consumption.  He  died  in  '66.  A 
noble  fellow  was  Ralph,  a  man  of  unusual  promise.  When  I 
was  a  Confederate  prisoner  in  Camp  Douglass,  George  Kennedy 
was  a  captain  in  the  regiment  on  guard.  I  am  proud  to  say  Phi 
Kappa  Psi  stood  grandly  a  test  before  which  Masonry  fell  back. 
Jack  Young,  McPherran,  Moderwell  and  others,  visited  me  "in 
prison,"  and  brought  sunshine  with  them.  1  remember  McP. 
had  done  himself  up  as  a  Methodist  preacher,  in  order  to  secure 
admittance.  When  I  lost  my  right  arm  at  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  two  brothers  were  with  me,  and  "ministered  unto  me" — 
C.  E.  Grey  and  A.  G.  Ewing,  the  former  now  at  Enon  Valley, 
Pa.,  and  the  latter  in  Clinton,  Iowa.  When  on  my  way  to  get 
married,  in  '69,  I  went  to  Chicago  to  take  George  Kennedy  as 
my  "best  man;"  he  was  that  day  seized  with  the  illness  that 
proved  to  be  his  last,  for  he  died  in  little  over  a  week.  How 
little  dreamed  I  that  I  should  see  him  no  more !     He  was  a  man 
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of  unusual  ability  and  attainments,  but  the  victim  of  a  morbid 
sensitiveness  and  diffidence.  Plis  first  speech  at  the  bar,  though 
a  success,  nearly  killed  him.  Dear,  precious  George !  I  have  a 
monument  of  him  at  home  in  the  person  of  my  oldest  boy,  who 
exhibits  traits  which  I  imagine  characterized  his  namesake. 

On  my  study  wall  hangs  the  emblematic  picture  of  Phi  Kappa 
Psi.  It  is  more  than  emblematic  to  me,  for  it  tells  my  inward 
history.  My  soul  in  silence  lit  her  torch  on  the  altar  of  Phi 
Kappa  Psi.  Experience,  pointing  upward,  tells  me  that  the  "All- 
seeing  Eye"  has  been  upon  me,  not  only  watching,  but  guiding. 
My  lamp  of  life  rests  unchanging  on  the  book  of  time.  The  fire 
lit  twenty-seven  years  ago  has  not  gone  out,  and  will  not,  till  it 
melts  in  the  glory  of  the  brighter  day  when  I  shall  once  again 
feel  the  grip  from  the  welcoming  fingers  of  those  who  have  gone 
before. 

The  old  boy's  story  is  ended.     God  bless  you,  brothers! 


Alpha  Tau  Omega. 

[Extract  from  "  Tlie  Impolicy  of  the  Opposition  of  College  Officials  to  Secret 
Fraternities,"  by  the  Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook,  in  The  Palm  for  Decem- 
ber, 1880.] 

^  *  *  *  *  In  a  general  way,  it  may  be  said  that  the  object 
of  Secret  Fraternities  is  to  combine,  in  a  real  and  earnest  brother- 
hood, the  choicest  material  of  a  school  for  social,  intellectual  and 
fraternal  intercourse.  To  accomplish  this  end,  effort  is  made  to 
secure  the  very  best  men.  No  one  can  apply  for  membership. 
Each  chosen  one  has  been  the  subject  of  the  closest  scrutiny. 
He  undergoes  no  examination  before  an  academic  board  as 
thorough  and  searching  as  this.  Indeed,  the  academic  board 
only  concerns  itself,  as  a  general  thing,  with  his  intellectual  at- 
tainments, whilst  this  select  board  questions  the  moral  and  social 
man  as  well.  Thus  a  high  standard  of  excellence  is  established 
over  and  above  any  in  connection  with  the  College  proper.  Nine- 
tenths  of  our  students  are  willing  and  anxious  to  become  mem- 
bers of  these  Fraternities.  The  very  mysteriousness  which  their 
secrecy  gives  rise  to  is  a  great  fascination,  and  to  throw  around 
them  this  charm  is  the  only  reason  of  this  secrecy.  The  fact 
that  they  are  select,  exclusive  bodies;  the  knowledge  that,  as  a 
rule,  the  finest  men  and  the  best  company  are  to  be  found  in 
them;  the  appreciation  of  the  benefits  that  result  from  such  in- 
fluential and  mutual  associations; — all  this  tends  to  give  them, 
and  well  it  may,  a  very  high  value  in  the  estimation  of  young 
men. 
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In  a  measure,  the  students  are  candidates  for  this  honor,  and 
the  success  of  their  candidacy  depends  upon  their  approach  to 
the  standard.  They  recognize  that  they  are  under  a  close  super- 
vision, that  the  position  they  occupy  in  their  classes,  the  charac- 
ter of  their  associates,  their  personal  deportment,  the  promise 
they  give  of  future  attainments  and  standing  and  influence, — that 
all  this  is  being  discussed  and  considered  and  weighed.  If  for- 
tunate enough  to  pass  this  ordeal  successfully  and  stand  approved, 
they  are  admitted  into  surroundings  which  but  increase  their  re- 
sponsibility. They  must  prove  themselves  worthy  of  the  confi- 
dence and  esteem  which  have  been  placed  in  them,  they  must 
uphold  the  reputation  of  an  organization  which,  being  secret,  can 
only  be  judged  of  by  the  walk  and  work  of  its  members,  they 
must  contribute  their  part — in  the  way  of  College  honors  earned 
and  social  distinctions  attained  and  gentlemanly  bearing  enacted — 
to  the  common  treasury,  for  such  trophies  are  its  most  precious 
property,  the  illustrious  deeds  of  its  members,  the  ornaments  that 
adorn  and"  distinguish  the  Fraternity.  These — character,  class- 
standing,  social  position,  gentlemanly  deportment — constitute  the 
wealth  of  a  Secret  Fraternity. 

What  powerful  incentives,  then,  such  Societies  are  to  diligent 
application,  honorable  conduct,  and  a  fair  name!  What  real  aids 
they  are  to  College  government,  discipline,  and  culture !  How 
much  they  do  towards  making  students,  scholars,  gentlemen  and 
brothers!  How  many  and  bright  the  jewels  they  put  in  that 
crown  which  encircles  the  brow  of  Alma  Mater! 

We  will  not  take  the  time  to  dwell  upon  the  important  part 
that  Secret  Fraternities  play  in  bringing  about  and  making  per- 
manent the  friendliest  relations  between  institutions  of  learning; 
nor  how  they  liberalize  men ;  nor  how  many  a  bright  but  weak 
youth  has  been  strengthened  and  rescued  and  made  a  real,  true 
man  by  being  held  up  and  advised  and  incited  by  fraternal  sym- 
pathy and  interest ;  nor  what  conservators  of  College  love  and 
attachment  Secret  Fraternities  are  in  the  blessed  memories  that 
gather  around  the  priceless  associations  of  the  past.  But  we 
must  stop  for  a  moment  to  consider  a  single  objection. 

It  is  said  that  Secret  Fraternities  do  not  always  produce  such 
favorable  results — that  among  their  numbers  are  many  ignorant, 
immoral  and  worthless  ones — that  sometimes  they  are  elements 
of  discord  and  trouble.  It  is  a  fair  answer  to  respond,  that  Col- 
leges do  not  always  accomplish  what  they  attempt  or  propose. 
They  do  not  send  out  every  student  a  scholar.  But  their  use  far 
exceeds  their  abuse,  and  this  is  enough  to  establish  their  value, 
and  this  is  all  that  need  be  claimed  for  Secret  Fraternities. 
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In  theory,  they  are  just  what  they  have  been  described  as  be- 
ing; in  practice,  they  generally  subserve  high  and  useful  ends.  A 
fact,  living  and  patent,  that  proves  this  is,  that  in  their  constitu- 
ency a  very  large  proportion  of  the  finest  scholars  and  highest 
■characters  whose  names  grace  College  rolls  will  be  found.  The 
argument  of  this  fact  is  unanswerable. 

We  ask,  then,  is  such  an  agency,  reaching,  in  its  far-stretching 
ramifications,  every  part  of  the  intellectual,  moral  and  social  life 
of  a  College,  to  be  discouraged,  nay,  proscribed?  Rather,  is  it 
not  in  accord  with  the  truest  policy,  even  more,  with  the  very 
idea  and  aim  of  a  College  itself,  that  such  a  means  of  education 
be  dignified  by  all  the  protection  and  encouragement  with  which 
the  custodians  and  constituted  authorities  of  educational  institu- 
tions can  invest  it  ? 


A  JUST  TRIBUTE  TO  A  WORTHY  BROTHER. 

[From  the  Woodruff  County  (Ark.)  Vidette.] 

Just  before  the  close  of  the  Legislature,  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Woodruff  county,  appreciating  the  fact  that  Hon.  T.  E.  Stanley 
had  well  and  faithfully  discharged  his  duties  as  their  representa- 
tive, determined  to  make  some  slight  acknowledgment  of  the 
fact.  To  this  end  they  purchased  a  handsome  gold-headed  cane 
with  the  following  inscription: 

*'To  Hon.  T.  E.  Stanley — From  his  constituents,  as  a  slight 
token  of  their  appreciation  of  his  public  services — 1881." 

The  presentation  was  made  by  Captain  W.  P.  Campbell,  at  the 
Masonic  hall,  on  Tuesday  night,  in  the  presence  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  ladies  and  gentlemen,  who  had  assembled  to  witness  the 
affair.  The  object  of  the  meeting  having  been  explained  by  Dr. 
P.  H.  Echols,  Capt.  Campbell  came  forward,  and  addressing  Mr. 
Stanley,  said: 

''  Major  Stanley: 

''  We,  a  number  of  your  constituents,  neighbors  and  friends  have 
met  here  this  evening  to  do  honor  to  one  we  all  love  to  honor, 
and  one  whose  friendship  we  esteem,  and  whose  public  services 
we  appreciate.  Three  times  the  people  of  Woodruff  county  have 
honored  you  with  a  seat  in  the  legislature  of  our  State,  and  it  is 
with  no  small  degree  of  pride  that  I  can  say  to  you  this  evening, 
in  behalf  of  your  constituents,  that  you  have  been  faithful  to 
€very  trust  confided  to  your  keeping;  you  have  watched  over 
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and  guarded  your  own  and  the  State's  interest,  and  have  done 
all  you  could,  honorably,  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  both.  For 
this  we  thank  you.  As  an  evidence  of  our  appreciation  of  your 
public  services,  and  the  very  high  esteem  in  which  you  are  held 
by  your  constituents,  they  have  procured  this  elegant  cane,  and 
have  commissioned  me  to  present  it  to  you  as  an  evidence  of 
their  regard.  In  behalf  of  your  constituents  I  now  present  you 
this  token  of  their  esteem.  Accept  it  .as  a  memento  and  testi- 
monial of  our  regard  for  you  personally,  and  as  an  evidence  of 
our  appreciation  of  your  public  services." 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks,  Capt.  Campbell  handed  the  beau- 
tiful cane  to  Mr.  Stanley,  who  replied  as  follows: 

*'  Captain  Campbell  : 

"  Permit  me,  sir,  to  thank  you  for  the  very  complimentary  re- 
marks in  which  you  have  indulged  while  performing  the  mission 
to  which  you  have  been  appointed,  and  also  to  return  through 
you  to  my  constituents,  who  have  thus  sought  to  express  their 
approbation  of  my  course,  and  the  appreciation  of  the  humble 
services  I  have  rendered,  in  the  position  in  which  they,  by  their 
votes,  called  me,  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  honor  they  thus 
do  me.  I  must  confess  to  an  unusual  degree  of  embarrassment 
to-night,  and  that  I  am  wholly  unable  to  frame  sentences,  which 
would  in  any  way  convey  to  you  a  fair  conception  of  my  feelings 
on  this  occasion.  This  demonstration  on  the  part  of  my  con- 
stituents ;  this  manifestation  of  confidence  and  esteem  on  the  part 
of  my  friends,  my  neighbors  and  my  every-day  associates,  is  by 
far  a  happier  boon  to  me  than  the  plaudits  of  the  multitudes  from 
abroad.  I  feel  that  I  am  doubly  indebted  to  the  good  people  of 
Woodruff  county.  They  have,  as  suggested  by  yourself,  three 
times  elected  me  to  a  seat  in  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State ; 
thus  expressing  a  confidence  in  my  integrity  and  ability  which, 
measured  by  the  services  I  have  been  able  to  perform,  is  far  be- 
yond that  which  I  had  a  right  to  expect  at  their  hands ;  and  this 
demonstration  to-night  but  adds  another  link  to  bind  me  to  them 
with  the  strongest  feelings  of  gratitude.  If  I  have  performed 
services  which  have,  to  any  extent,  tended  to  the  advancement 
of  the  interest  of  the  State,  or  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  the 
people  of  this  county,  I  should  certainly  feel  that  in  that  I  have 
an  ample  reward.  It  shall  be  my  constant  care  to  so  conduct 
the  affairs  entrusted  to  me  as  to  in  a  fuller  measure  merit  the 
confidence  reposed  in  me.  The  receipt  of  this  elegant  cane  from 
the  hands  from  which  it  came,  and  under  the  circumstances  with 
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which  it  is  given,  is  to  me  a  source  of  pride  and  satisfaction,  which 
shall  know  no  end.  It  is  a  gift  which,  measured  by  the  limit  of  my 
appreciation,  is  simply  inestimable.  I  will  ever  preserve  it,  and 
will  transmit  it  to  my  posterity  with  a  tale  of  this  night's  doings. 
Again,  sir,  I  thank  most  heartily  the  generous  donors  of  this 
token  of  appreciation." 

At  the  close  of  these  remarks  Major  D.  D.  Leach  was  called 
upon,  and  although  not  a  member  of  the  same  political  party,  he, 
in  a  few  well-timed  words,  paid  a  high  tribute  to  Mr.  Stanley  for 
the  efficient  manner  in  which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of 
representative  of  the  whole  people  of  Woodruff  county,  after 
which  the  meeting  adjourned. 


A  LETTER  FROM  THE  AUTHOR  OF  *' AMERICAN 
COLLEGE  FRATERNITIES." 

Mr.  Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr., 

Editor-i7i-Chicf  A.  T.  Q.  Palm: 

Dear  Sir : — I  am  contemplating  the  issue  of  a  new  edition 
(a  small  one)  of  American  College  Fraternities.  In  it  I  propose 
to  alter  the  articles  about  several  of  the  more  prominent  fraterni- 
ties while  leaving  the  body  of  the  book  substantially  the  same 
as  before. 

A.  T.  S2.  has  made  many  changes  since  my  book  was  issued  in 
1879,  and  these  I  would  allow  you  to  enumerate,  rewriting  the 
A.  T.  ii.  article  to  suit  yourself,  provided,  of  course,  it  met  my 
approval.  But  about  this  we  should  not  quarrel,  I  know.  It 
will  cost  considerable  to  make  the  changes,  and  in  order  to  do 
so  with  A.  T.  Q.'s  article,  I  would  have  to  secure  at  least  fifty  (50) 
subscribers  at  $2  each.  I  am  sure  these  could  be  secured  from 
the  active  chapters  and  the  really  active  alumni.  If  you  would 
give  me  your  opinion  in  the  matter  and  indicate  from  whom  I 
could  secure  the  desired  subscription  I  would  be  obliged. 

You  see  I  would  change  the  article  gladly,  but  the  thing  has 
to  be  reprinted,  and  that  will  cost  close  on  to  the  return  I  would 
get  from  the  above-named  number  of  subscribers. 
Very  truly, 

Wm.  R.  Baird. 

We  insert  Mr.  Baird's  letter  with  a  great  deal  of  pleasure.  He 
states  the  case  very  plainly,  and  makes  a  very  fair  proposition  to 
the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity ;  and  we  say  to  the  Fraternity, 
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in  two  words,  Accept  it.  Do  any  of  our  readers  ask  why  wc 
should  accept  his  proposition  ?  We  answer  by  simply  stating 
five  truths : 

First.  Mr.  Baird's  book  is  conceded  to  be,  on  the  whole,  a 
valuable  reference  book. 

";.  Secondly.  Mr.  Baird's  book  docs  us  (unintentionally,  we  know) 
great  injustice  by  making  statements  that  are  erroneous  and  by 
understatiftg  the  facts. 

Thirdly.  Mr.  Baird  intends  to  issue  a  new  edition  of  his  work, 
in  which  he  proposes  to  alter  the  articles  on  several  of  the  "more 
prominent"  Fraternities — provided  they  will  unite  with  him  in 
defraying  the  cost  thereof. 

Fourthly.  Mr.  Baird  offers   us  an  opportunity  to  correct  the 
article  on  our  Fraternity, — that  is  to  say,  to  furnish  ourselves 
(subject,  of  course,  to  his  approval)  an  article  on  the  Alpha  Tau 
Omega  Fraternity,  which  shall  tell  "the  truth,  the  whole  truth 
and  nothing  but  the  truth." 

Fifthly.  Mr.  Baird  makes  us  a  plain  and  fair  business  proposi- 
tion, viz.,  that  for  and  in  consideration  of  07ie  hundred  dollars 
(fifty  subscriptions  for  his  new  edition  oi  American  College  Fra- 
ternities at  $2  each)  he  will  incur  the  expense  of  printing  and 
publishing  in  his  revised  edition  of  the  above-named  work  our 
new  article  on  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity. 

There,  we  have  stated  our  five  propositions,  and  we  believe 
them  to  be  true.  Now  we  wdiiit  forty- nine  (49)  others  to  join  us, 
and  the  matter  will  be  closed. 


FRATERNITY  JOURNALISM. 

In  1825  the  present  system  of  chaptered  fraternities  was  inau- 
gurated by  the  foundation  of  the  N.  Y.  Alpha  of  Kappa  Alpha  at 
Union  College.  In  the  time  which  has  elapsed  the  system  has 
grown  until  nearly  every  worthy  college  supports  one  or  more 
of  some  five  hundred  chapters,  and  the  total  number  of  fraternity 
men  exceeds  seventy  thousand. 

Until  1866  the  intercourse  between  the  chapters  of  the  same 
fraternity  was  kept  up  mainly  by  letter,  the  conventions  usually 
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being  tame  and  spiritless.  Then  the  fraternities  found  themselves 
under  the  necessity  of  rebuilding  what  the  war  had  destroyed, 
and  seemed  to  wake  up  with  singular  energy.  The  work  of  re- 
construction is  now  nearly  finished,  and  new  fields  have  been 
gained  and  won  in  the  far  West. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  revival  of  interest  it  was  soon  felt 
that  the  means  of  communication  at  hand  were  inadequate,  and 
in  several  of  the  fraternity  conventions  the  project  of  establishing 
society  newspapers  was  discussed,  but  it  came  to  nothing,  and  it 
remained  for  private  enterprise  to  bring  into  actual  existence  what 
many  had  advocated. 

The  pioneer  was  the  Rev.  Charles  D.  Walker,  a  professor  in. 
the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  and  a  member  of  the  Alpha  Theta 
Chapter  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  there  situated.  Mr.  Walker  was  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  member,  and  had  in  September,  1872, 
been  elected  General  Secretary  of  his  fraternity.  He  chafed  at 
the  amount  of  time  which  the  duties  of  his  position  demanded 
and  determined  to  found  a  journal  that  should  in  part  do  his  work 
for  him  and  relieve  him  of  so  much  writing.  He  called  his  paper 
The  Beta  Theta  P/,  and  issued  the  first  number  December  15, 
1872.  It  was  a  four-page  monthly  about  the  size  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Inquirer,  and  was  filled  with  chapter  news,  reports,  consti- 
tutional discussions  and  personals.  The  existence  of  the  publi- 
cation soon  became  know  to  rivals  and  several  times  a  large  part 
of  its  editions  were  stolen.  In  1874  the  paper  was  made  the 
official  organ  of  Beta  Theta  Pi,  and  was  reduced  in  size  but  the 
number  of  pages  was  increased.  In  1878  it  assumed  a  blue  cover, 
and  now  averages  forty  double-column  pages.  Its  chief  features 
are  its  discussions  of  questions  of  the  fraternity's  policy  and  its 
news  items  of  other  fraternities. 

In  January,  1874,  the  Chi  Phi  having  just  united  the  northern 
and  southern  orders,  began  the  publication  of  a  quarterly.  But 
so  slowly  had  fraternity  information  been  disseminated  that  the 
editor  stated  in  his  first  number  that  he  knew  of  the  existence  of 
no  similar  journal.  This  Chi  Phi  Quarterly  was  of  magazine  form, 
containing  about  seventy  pages  to  the  number.  About  one-half 
of  its  space  was  devoted  to  literary  articles  and  the  remainder 
consisted  chiefly  of  personals.  It  was  not  successful  under  its 
management,  and  was  reorganized  in  1880,  and  now  is  devoted 
entirely  to  fraternity  news,  has  a  neat  appearance,  is  sometimes 
illustrated,  and  shows  its  face  to  the  world  in  a  red  and  blue 
cover. 

Chronologically,  the  next  periodical  of  this  kind  which  appeared 
was  the  Phi  Kappa  Psi  Quarterly.  In  appearance  and  style  it 
was  much  akin  to  the  Chi  Phi  organ.     In   1877  it  became  a 
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monthly,  and  in  1878  it  suspended  for  lack  of  support.  In  No- 
vember, 1879,  some  of  the  alumni  in  York  and  Philadelphia  be- 
gan to  publish  a  fraternity  newspaper  anonymously,  calling  it 
the  Shield.  This  has  been  quite  successful,  mainly  through  the 
enthusiasm  of  Dr.  E.  F.  Smith,  of  Pa.  Epsilon.  It  is  a  lively  and 
entertaining  sheet,  and  is  issued  monthly,  being  chiefly  devoted 
to  chapter  letters  and  reminiscences. 

Phi  Delta  Theta  next  put  in  an  appearance  with  a  little  monthly 
called  the  Scroll,  after  a  prominent  feature  of  their  badge.  Like 
many  other  things  connected  with  Phi  Delta  Theta  it  is  sub  rosa. 

Up  to  1880  it  was  an  eight-page,  three-column  newspaper,  its 
material  consisting  chiefly  of  chapter  letters  ;  the  current  volume 
is  in  a  more  compact  form.  It  enjoys  the  unenviable  distinction 
of  having  been  the  first  of  the  fraternity  organs  to  "  sling  mud  " 
at  its  adversaries  or  notice  them  in  any  but  a  friendly  way.  This 
practice  has  been  contagious,  and  should  be  disavowed  by  all  re- 
spectable fraternities.  It  has  done  more  to  weaken  the  fraternity 
system  than  the  years  of  persecution  from  1840  to  1855. 

In  1877,  J.  P.  L.  Weems,  of  the  Pi  Chapter  of  Delta  Tau  Delta, 
started  a  periodical  for  his  fraternity  termed  the  Crescent.  It  was 
a  fourteen-page,  double-column  monthly.  The  convention  of 
1878  made  it  official,  and  intrusted  its  management  to  the  Alpha 
Chapter,  which  has  since  controlled  it.  In  1880  a  blue  cover  was 
added  and  its  size  slightly  increased.  It  has  published  a  history 
of  Delta  Tau  Delta  and  several  chapter  sketches.  It  receives  sub- 
scriptions from  outsiders  as  well  as  from  members. 

Until  1878  this  new  feature  of  fraternity  administration  had 
been  monopolized  by  the  western  fraternities ;  now  an  eastern 
organization  entered  the  arena,  and  C.  P.  Bacon  published  the 
DiajJiond  as  the  organ  of  Psi  Upsilon.  It  was  an  eight-page, 
and  sometimes  a  four-page  paper,  and  was  mainly  filled  with 
statistics  and  information  derived  from  the  Psi  U.  catalogue  then 
in  press.  It  was  not  well  supported,  and  suspended  after  the  issue 
of  one  volume. 

The  fraternity  journals  had  now  been  tested  by  six  years  of 
failure  and  success,  and  their  w'orth  was  seen  and  acknowledged, 
and  each  college  term  almost  we  learn  of  some  new  enterprise  of 
this  kind. 

In  the  fall  of  1879,  Phi  Gamma  Delta  came  forward  with 
an  official  organ  under  the  auspices  of  the  Theta  (deuteron) 
Chapter.  Going  back  to  the  principle  which  governed  the  pio- 
neer journal,  it  was  called  the  Phi  Gmnma  Delta.  It  was  at  first 
a  twelve-page  paper,  but  has  since  assumed  a  cover  and  been 
enlarged  to  twenty  pages.  The  discussions  in  its  columns  of 
fraternity  topics  and  management    have   been  timely  and    fre- 
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quent.     These  and  historical  sketches  have  been  the  chief  features 
of  the  paper. 

In  1880,  T.  L.  Mead,  Cornell  '77,  issued  a  trial  number  of  a 
journal  for  Alpha  Delta  Phi,  and  called  it  the  Star  and  Crescent. 
It  has  since  been  issued  quarterly.  It  makes  a  handsome  ap- 
pearance typographically,  though  it  is  noted  for  the  air  of  supe- 
riority peculiar  to  the  advocates  of  its  society.  It  is  not  as  en- 
terprising nor  as  readable  as  some  of  its  predecessors,  but  is  well 
managed  and  seems  to  be  successful. 

In  the  same  year  appeared  the  S.  A.  E.  Record,  issued  from 
Farmdale,  Ky.,and  under  the  management  of  R.  H.  Wildberger, 
of  the  Grand  Chapter  of  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon.  It  was  lively  and 
interesting,  but  has  failed  for  lack  of  adequate  support.  We  trust 
that  its  suspension  will  not  be  permanent. 

In  December,  1880,  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega,  another  southern 
order,  began  to  publish,  through  its  High  Council,  a  bi- 
monthly magazine  of  fifty  pages  called  The  Palm.  The  first  vol- 
ume is  not  yet  complete,  though  its  vim  and  energy  seem  to 
foretell  success. 

In  March  of  the  current  year,  the  youngest  of  the  fraternities, 
Delta  Beta  Phi,  put  forth  its  claims  to  recognition  in  the  form 
of  a  quarterly  issued  from  Cornell.  It  contained  seven  two- 
column  pages  and  the  usual  class  of  news  items. 

The  Sigma  Chi  completes  the  list  and  speaks  for  itself 

In  addition  to  the  above,  the  southern  Kappa  Alpha  is  said  to 
have  issued  a  paper  for  a  short  time,  but  the  writer  has  never 
Seen  it  and  could  not  verify  the  rumor.  The  Fraternity  journal 
occupies  a  peculiar  position  and  cannot  be  judged  by  common 
Standards.  Experience  has  demonstrated  moreover  that  the 
literary  element  should  be  suppressed  in  these  journals,  and 
that  the  more  news  that  is  given  the  more  successful  the  paper 
will  be.  B. 

We  reproduce  the  above  from  The  Sigma  Chi  for  October;  we 
do  it  for  two  reasons :  to  give  additional  publicity  to  the  article 
which  is  a  condensed  history  of  College  Fraternity  Journalism, 
written  by  a  gentleman  who,  on  account  of  his  peculiar  advan- 
tages, is  perhaps  better  qualified  to  do  the  work  than  any  other 
PVaternity  man  in  the  land;  and  because  it  gives  us  a  fitting 
opportunity  to  pay  a  just  and  loving  tribute  to  a  dear  friend  and 
peerless  Greek,  the  "pioneer"  in  Fraternity  Journalism — as  he  is 
appropriately  called  above — the  Rev.  Charles  D.  Walker,  now  gone 
to  his  reward. 
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We  were  intimately  associated  with  Mr.  Walker  for  a  period  of 
three  years,  embracing  the  greater  part  of  our  college  life,  and 
we  knew  him  as  thoroughly,  perhaps,  as  any  one  of  his  hosts  of 
friends,  and  we  assert  that  he  was  the  most  brilliant,  the  most 
popular  and  the  happiest  young  man  we  ever  knew.  If  he  had 
an  enemy,  we  never  knew  it.  His  heart  was  too  full  of  love  for 
mankind  for  it  to  harbor  for  a  moment  an  unjust  or  an  ungene- 
rous thought  towards  any  one;  and  to  his  intimate  friends  and 
associates  he  was  ever  a  true  friend. 

The  good  his  influence  among  his  college-mates  wrought  can- 
not be  measured  here  below,  but  we  know  the  account  of  his 
golden  deeds  and  beautiful  life  has  been  faithfully  kept  in  the 
heavenly  record. 

Graduating  at  the  head  of  his  class,  and  covered  with  academic 
honors,  it  is  not  surprising  that  his  Alma  Mater  should  wish  to 
place  him  in  a  position  of  authority,  where  he  would  have  an 
opportunity  to  use  his  talents  in  her  behalf  Hence,  on  com- 
pleting his  course  at  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  he  was  at 
once  appointed  assistant  professor  in  the  Department  of  Chem- 
istry, in  which  honorable  position  he  rendered  valuable  service 
for  several  years. 

While  holding  this  post,  the  Faculty  of  the  Institute,  desirous 
of  rescuing  from  oblivion  the  names  of  those  fallen  Confederate 
soldiers  who  were  sons  of  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  and 
knowing  his  eminent  fitness  for  performing  the  task,  selected  Mr. 
Walker  to  edit  its  memorial  volume.  This  was  a  high  honor, 
and  he  keenly  appreciated  it.  He  was  fully  aware  of  the  diffi- 
culties in  the  way  of  its  fulfillment,  but,  nevertheless,  undertook 
the  task  in  the  most  enthusiastic  spirit.  He  threw  his  whole  soul 
into  the  work — for  he  was  himself  a  maimed  Confederate  soldier, 
and  many  of  those  whose  glorious  deeds  he  was  to  recount  had 
been  his  comrades-in-arms — and  took  no  rest  until  he  had  col- 
lected the  material  and  edited  the  memoirs  of  over  one  hundred 
and  seventy  Aleves  who  had  fallen  in  battle. 
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This  memorial  work  would  furnish  a  worthy  monument  of  our 
deeply-lamented  friend,  even  if  there  were  no  other,  but  he  has 
left  another,  a  more  enduring  monument. 

Mr.  Walker  had  always  intended  entering  the  Christian  min- 
istry, and  even  before  he  had  completed  the  memorial  work 
assigned  him  by  the  Virginia  Military  Institute,  he  entered  the 
Episcopal  Theological  Seminary  of  Virginia.  After  several  years 
spent  there  preparing  for  his  life  work,  he  was  graduated  with 
honor  and  ordained.  He  was  at  once  assigned  to  a  country 
parish.  There,  in  his  mountain  home,  he  labored  till  his  Master 
called  him  to  Himself,  there  his  greatest  and  noblest  work  was 
done,  and  there,  in  the  hearts  of  his  loving  and  beloved  parish- 
ioners, is  his  imperishable  monument. 

Seeing  what  a  wide  field  lay  before  him  for  the  exercise  of  the 
brilliant  talents  and  noble  traits  which  God  Himself  had  given 
him,  as  well  as  the  promise  he  had  already  given  of  great  useful- 
ness in  his  hol}^  calling,  it  seems  to  our  finite  minds  strange  in- 
deed that  he  should  have  been  thus  early  and  suddenly  called 
away  from  the  work  he  loved  so  well,  but  *'  God's  ways  are  not 
our  ways";  and  so,  in  humble  submission,  though  in  some  won- 
der, we  bow  to  His  will,  having  the  precious  consolation  that,  as 
we  believe  our  dear  friend  was  ready  when  the  summons  came, 
he  is  now  enjoying  unending  felicity  amid  the  glories  of  the 
heavenly  Jerusalem. 

Ah,  it  is  hard  to  realize  that  we  shall  never  more  in  this  world 
hear  his  joyous  laugh  or  clasp  his  friendly  hand — a  hand  that 
never  once  failed  to  do  the  bidding  of  his  noble  heart,  that  was 
never  lifted  but  in  blessing!  but  it  is  even  so.  He  is  gone  from 
our  mortal  sight  forever,  yet  he  is  not  lost  to  us;  he  lives  still — 
he  lives  in  our  loving  heart,  he  lives  in  every  memory  of  our 
happy  college  days. 
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EDITORIAL  DEPARTMENT. 


OUR  FIRST  VOLUME. 

Now  that  our  Journal  has  completed  the  first  year  of  its  exist- 
ence, it  is  interesting,  as  well  as  profitable,  to  glance  back  over 
the  year,  and  note  what  it  has  accomplished  for  the  good  of  the 
Fraternity. 

These  are  the  objects  with  which  it  began  its  existence,  and 
which  were  stated  in  its  initial  number : 

First.  To  afford  a  medium  of  intercommunication  for  the  gen- 
eral officers,  for  the  chapters,  and  for  the  alumni  of  the  Frater- 
nity. 

Second.  To  aid  in  extending  the  borders  of  the  Fraternity  and 
so  enlarging  its  sphere  of  usefulness. 

Third.  To  preserve  the  history  of  the  Fraternity ;  and 

Fourth.  To  strengthen  the  ties  of  A.  T.  Q. 

Has  the  Palm  accomplished  these  ends  ?     Let  us  see  if  it  has. 

Has  it  furnished  a  medium  of  intercommunication  for  the 
officers  and  chapters  and  alumni  ?  We  reply,  yes ;  and  we  point 
to  the  successive  numbers  for  proof.  Look  at  rhe  many  letters 
from  chapters  and  from  alumni  in  the  several  issues,  and  tell  us 
if  the  first  object  has  not  been  accomplished. 

Has  it  aided  in  extending  the  borders  of  the  Fraternity  ?  We 
refer  to  the  eight  chapters  established  within  the  year  just  closed 
for  an  answer.  They  all  owe  their  establishment,  directly  or  in- 
directly, to  the  instrumentality  of  this  Journal. 

Has  it  preserved  the  history  of  the  Fraternity  ?  Every  num- 
ber illustrates  that  it  has  rescued  from  oblivion  valuable  annals 
that  might  otherwise  have  been  lost  to  us  forever. 

And,  finally,  has  it  strengthened  the  bonds  of  A.  T.  Q.}  Ah, 
brothers,  that  question  is  {or  yo?i  to  answer.     Has  not  our  Jour- 
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nal,  as  its  successive  issues  were  sent  out,  awakened  in  your 
breasts  tender  memories  of  aiild  lang  syne  that  had  lain  dormant 
there  since  you  crossed  for  the  last  time  the  threshold  of  your 
Chapter  Hall  ?  Has  it  not  recalled  to  your  remembrance  the 
many  joyous  hours  you  were  wont  to  spend  in  the  companion- 
ship of  brothers  during  the  happy  days  of  your  College  life? 
Has  it  not  brought  before  your  mind's  eye  the  loved  forms  and 
happy  faces  of  the  dear  brothers  who  always,  whether  in  sun- 
shine or  storm,  stuck  close  to  you  ?  Has  it  not  made  you  realize 
that  those  days  were  indeed  happy,  that  those  forms  were  indeed 
precious,  and  that  those  hearts  were  indeed  true  ?  Has  it  not 
caused  you  to  trace  the  origin  of  these  joys  and  privileges  ?  and 
did  you  not  find  it  in  your  initiation  into  the  Alpha  Tan  Omega 
Fraternity  f 

If  our  Journal  has  done  all  that  for  you,  surely  then  it  may 
with  truth  be  said  to  have  accomplished  its  final  object,  to 
strengthen  the  ties  of  A.  T.  Q.  If  it  has  done  that  (and  we  be- 
lieve all  will  concede  that  it  has),  it  has  been  true  to  its  purpose, 
which  was  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fra- 
ternity. 
/  ""^^11  its  objects  centre  and  unite  in  that  final  cause,  in  that  one 
/  grand  object — the  weal  of  the  Fraternity.  That  has  been  the 
goal  which  it  has  constantly  striven  to  reach.  Its  way  has  not 
always  been  smooth  or  strewn  with  flowers — it  has  been  fearfully 
rough  sometimes,  and  very  perilous,  nor  has  its  sky  been  always 
propitious ;  yet,  in  spite  of  all  difficulties  and  discouragements, 
it  has  kept  true  to  its  course,  and  has  at  last  reached  its  goal. 
The  Palm  has  demonstrated  that  it  has  a  mission,  and  that  it  has 
^-4^  partly  performed  that  mission.  |  What  then?  Shall  it  now  stop 
short,  satisfied  with  its  partialXalbeit  brilliant)  success  ?  or  shall 
it  continue  its  work  till  it  culminates  in  complete  success? 
Brothers,  need  we  ask  the  question?  We  know  your  unspoken 
answer.  You  wish  it  to  go  on  to  its  final  triumph,  till  the  A.  T. 
iJ.  Fraternity  shall  no  longer  need  its  help,  till  the   Fraternity 
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itself  shall  have  fulfilled  her  mission.  Aye,  brothers,  that  is 
exactly  what  we  would  have  it  do,  that  is  our  fond  dream,  our 
earnest  wish,  our  fervent  hope.  But  neither  our  endeavors,  nor 
our  wishes,  nor  our  hopes,  will  avail  the  Journal  unless  they  are 
seconded  by  yotir  practical  support.  The  Palm  stands  much 
more  in  need  of  your  aid  than  ours.  It  devolves  on  you,  who 
make  up  the  Fraternity,  to  give  it  your  aid  and  support.  You 
can  do  it  in  several  ways — by  subscribing  for  it,  by  writing  for 
its  pages,  by  endowing  it,  by  advertising  in  it,  and  by  procuring 
subscriptions,  contributions  of  literary  matter  and  money,  and 
advertisements  from  others.  These  are  some  of  the  ways  in 
which  you  can  aid  us  in  continuing  our  work,  in  making  the 
Journal  a  still  greater  success,  and  in  causing  it  to  accomplish 
still  more  good  for  the  Fraternity. 

Let  us  be  encouraged  in  beginning  our  second  volume  by  an 
outpouring  of  your  sympathy  and  practical  aid.  Do  not  wait  to 
see  if  we  will  actually  begin  another  volume  before  sending  us 
your  subscriptions  and  contributions.  Begin  nozv^  do  it  at  once. 
We  certainly  intend  to  continue  our  work ;  the  second  volume 
will  certainly  be  begun  at  the  proper  time ;  so  don't  wait  for  us 
to  send  you  another  number  to  jog  your  memories.  Subscribe 
now,  those  of  you  who  have  never  subscribed;  and  renew  your 
subscription,  those  of  you  whose  names  are  already  on  our  books. 
Enable  us  to  start  the  second  volume  with  our  spirits  encouraged 
and  our  treasury  full,  and  we  promise  you  that  before  it  is  com- 
pleted our  Journal's  permanent  success  will  be  assured  beyond 
a  peradventure,  and  that  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity's  suc- 
cess will  be  unparalleled. 

ONE  OF  OUR  WANTS. 

We  wish  we  could  persuade  more  of  our  brothers  to  contribute 
articles  to  our  Journal.  We  know  personally  so  many  who  can 
write  vigorously  and  elegantly,  and  whose  contributions  would 
be  eagerly  read ;  and  there  are  many  more  whose  faces  we  never 
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saw,  who,  we  doubt  not,  wield  a  strong  and  facile  pen.  We 
would  earnestly  urge  them  to  come  to  our  assistance  in  this 
matter.  We  have  not  the  time  nor  the  ability  to  fill  one  half  of 
every  numbei;  with  matter,  nor  would  it  be  desirable  for  us  to  do 
it  if  we  couldL^'  ^oV^entreat  you,  brothers,  one  and  all,  to  send 
us^aH^article  occasionally.  Write  on  any  subject  you  choose, 
though  we  would  greatly  prefer  you  to  select  a  topic  bearing  on 
the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity. and  its  work. 

Articles  on   the   following   subjects   will   always  be  specially 
welcome,  and  we  know  will  be  interesting  to  our  readers". 

The  early  days  of  the  Fraternity. 

The  present  needs  of  the  Fraternity. 
\       How  to  work  a  chapter  successfully. 

The  exclusion  of  College  politics  from  the  chapter. 

Regular  and  frequent  correspondence  between  the  chapters. 

The  cultivation  and  strict  maintenance  of  cordial  and  kindly 
relations  with  other  Fraternities. 

Prompt,  unquestioning  and  unhesitating  obedience  to  chapter 
and  general  officers. 

Regular   and   punctual    attendance    at   the    meetings    of  the 
i    chapter. 

i         The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity — the  good  it  has  done  and 
V     is  now  doing. 
\         The  proper  relation  between  the  Fraternity  and  its  Alumni. 

The  State  Alumni  Association,  and  its  true  work. 

Alpha  Taus  among  their  College  mates. 

Should   the    Wdsn^^  o{  cjcpelUd  inm   appear   in—the—Offieial 
Register? 

StY3l4-"w^^haTe"a--st)ng-beok  ? 

Chapter  houses. 

The  proper  limit  to  a  chapter's  active  membership. 

The  value  of  the  American  College  Fraternity. 

College  anti-Fraternity  laws,  and   how  to  secure  their  repeal. 

"Lifting"  other  Fraternity  men — what  does  the  word  mean? 
and  how  can  the  practice  be  stopped? 
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The  above  arc  some  of  the  topics  that  occur  to  us  now.  They 
are  all  live  questions,  and  their  discussion  would  be  very  inter- 
esting and  do  much  good,  we  are  sure.  We  cordially  invite  our 
brothers  to  use  the  pages  of  our  subsequent  issues  for  that 
purpose. 

n  addition  to  the  above,  we  shall  always  be  glad  to  publish 
reminiscences  of  active  Fraternity  life ;  biographical  sketches  of 
deceased  members;  historical  sketches  of  chapters,  especially 
those  that  have  ceased  to  exist ;  recollections  of  our  different 
Congresses;  clippings  from  .1  7'. /<?.  scrap-books;  original  poems; 
and  lastly,  original  articles  and  papers  on  general  literary;  edu- 
cational, social,  industrial  and  moral  questions. 

We  do  not  invite,  and  shall  not  permit,  religiotis  or  political 
discussions  in  our  Journal,  and  that  for  the  reason  that  religion 
is  too  holy  a  subject  and  politics  too  dirty  a  thing  for  these  pages. 

There,  brothers,  we  have  told  you  one  of  our  wants;  it  is 
your  duty  now  to  supply  it. 


A  PERPETUAL  JOURNAL  FUND. 

It  is  entirely  too  precarious  for  a  Journal  like  the  I^alm  to 
have  to  depend  upon  subscribers  for  the  income  necessary  to 
keep  it  alive. 

Given  a  journal  already  firmly  established,  widely  known  and 
extensively  circulated,  and  it  is  an  easy  matter  to  keep  it  going 
from  one  year  to  another.  But  with  an  enterprise  just  launched 
forth  like  the  Fahn,  the  conditions  are  very  different. 

The  Falm  has  had  to  do  what  every  journal  or  newspaper 
that  was  ever  started  without  capital  had  to  do,  that  is,  to  try  to 
build  up  a  subscription  list  by  frequent  personal  appeals  for  a 
subscription  here,  another  there,  and  another  somewhere  else. 
This  mode  of  raising  capital  is,  to  say  the  least,  very  slow — it  is 
very  uncertain  as  well. 

There  is  this  difference  between  the  Palm  and  every  other 
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journal — even  one  like  it,  beginning  its  career  without  capital : 
the  former  is  obliged  to  travel  over  a  wide  expanse  of  territory 
for  its  patrons,  while  with  the  average  journal  or  paper,  subscri- 
bers (at  least  enough  to  give  it  a  start)  can  usually  be  obtained 
at  home.  This  makes  a  wide  difference,  as  any  one  will  learn  to 
his  sorrow  who  shall  undertake  such  a  task  as  ours. 

Now  the  Palm  began  its  career  a  year  ago,  with  no  capital 
whatever,  except  a  small  appropriation  from  the  general  treasury 
of  the  Fraternity,  and  with  no  prospect  of  obtaining  any  save 
by  subscriptions.  It  was  not  known  outside  a  small  circle  that 
such  a  step  as  the  establishment  of  a  Fraternity  journal  was  even 
meditated.  Those  to  whom  it  had  to  look  for  support  (subscrip- 
tions) were  scattered  all  over  the  land,  and  (as  it  turned  out)  the 
postoffice  address  of  only  a  very  small  proportion  of  them  was 
known.  Is  it  at  all  remarkable,  then,  that  our  subscription  list 
should  have  increased  so  slowly  ?  By  no  means.  We  think  we 
have  done  wonders  to  reach  as  many  members  as  we  have 
actually  found.  With  scarcely  an  exception,  so  far  as  we  know, 
those  who  received  our  initial  number  responded  promptly  and 
generously  to  our  appeal.  That  was,  without  doubt,  very  grati- 
fying, for  it  showed  that  our  Journal  was  appreciated,  and  that 
our  members  were  unchanged  in  their  devotion  and  allegiance 
to  our  Fraternity.  We  were  thus  greatly  encouraged,  and  we 
soon  issued  another  number  of  four  hundred  copies,  which  we 
mailed  as  we  had  mailed  the  first  number.  More  names  were 
added  to  our  roll.  Every  mail  brought  us  subscriptions — some- 
times we  received  as  many  as  a  dozen  in  one  day — and  this 
happy  state  of  things  lasted  some  months.  After  awhile,  how- 
ever, subscriptions  ceased  to  arrive  daily,  yet  they  continued  to 
come  at  intervals,  and  have  ever  since  been  coming,  but  latterly 
at  very  long  intervals.  The  conclusion  was  inevitable — we  had 
reached  every  brother  whose  postoffice  we  had.  We  then  re- 
ferred to  our  books;  they  showed  the  true  state  of  the  matter: 
we  had  so  many  subscribers  and  advertisers — assets ;  and  so  many 
expenses — liabilities. 
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We  struck  the  balance,  when  lo!  it  was  in  favor  of  the 
latter.  We  re-posted  our  ledger  and  made  a  new  balance  sheet, 
but  only  with  the  same  sickening  result.  We  exhausted  our 
bookkeeping  talent  trying  to  construct  a  new  "system"  that 
should  produce  a  different  result,  but  "figures  don't  lie/'  and  so 
the  effort  was  vain. 

Alas !  the  truth  was  too  plain  then,  that  our  subscription  list 
was  inadequate  to  defray  the  cost  of  publishing  our  Journal. 

It  is  even  so,  dear  brothers.  The  Palm  must  have  additional 
and  more  certain  revenue,  else  its  good  work  must  cease,  and, 
just  too,  as  recent  happy  events  have  demonstrated  that  its  mis- 
sion is  a  glorious  and  a  successful  one — no  less  a  mission  than  to 
build  up  and  perfect  and  perpetuate  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Frater- 
nity itself. 

But,  brothers  in  A.  T.  SJ.,  shall  the  Palm  die  ?  shall  all  it  has 
done  be  for  naught,  and  all  its  plans  for  future  triumphs  be 
blown  to  the  winds?  We  trow  not.  We  believe  there  is  yet 
hope  for  its  life  and  for  its  increasing  usefulness;  we  believe  some 
other  plan  will  yet  be  found  to  place  it  on  a  firm  and  solid  basis. 
Aye,  one  has  been  found  ;  and  it  is  this  :  to  create  and  set  aside  a 
perpetual  fund  for  the  Journal^  whose  annual  interest,  added  to 
the  income  derived  from  subscriptions  and  advertisements,  shall 
be  sufficient  to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  the  Palm. 

This  is  our  plan.     Now,  what  do  you  think  of  it  ? 

But  let  us  be  more  practical  and  reduce  it  to  figures. 

We  propose  to  raise  the  sum  of  ^1,500  by  voluntary  contribu- 
tions. That  is  to  say,  we  propose  to  secure  the  names  of  sixty 
brothers  who  will  promise  to  give  each  $2^.  We  have  as  yet 
mentioned  the  scheme  to  only  two  or  three,  and  we  have  already 
one  hundred  dollars  promised.  Now,  what  do  you  say  ?  Can't 
we  get  fifty-six  others  to  make  up  the  balance?  We  think  we  can  j 
at  any  rate,  let  us  try. 

Let  every  one  of  our  readers  begin  at  once  to  canvass  for  the 
"Palm  Fund;"   let  him  give  himself  as  much  as  he  can  afford, 
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and  then  collect  from  the  members  in  his  neighborhood  whatever 
he  can.  Some  will  be  able  to  give  twenty-five  dollars ;  others 
probably  more;  while  others  again  may  not  be  able  to  give  as 
much ;  but  ever3^body  can  do  something  towards  helping  on  the 
good  work. 

Let  all  begin  now,  and  advise  us  as  collections  are  made,  and 
we  will  inform  them  what  disposition  to  make  of  the  money. 

Let  us,  as  soon  as  possible,  establish  a  perpetual  Journal  fund, 
and  then  the  Palm  will  go  on  its  way  rejoicing,  with  no  more 
fears  of  financial  trouble. 


BRIEFS. 

— Shall  we  have  European  chapters  ? 

— Send  in  your  advertisements  for  Vol.  II. 

— Now  is  the  time  to  subscribe  for  the  new  volume. 

— We  are  sorry  we  never  received  Georgia  Alpha-Theta's 
chapter-letter. 

— Look  out  for  scalps — Alpha  Tau  Omega  is  on  the  war-path 
in  earnest  now. 

— Send  to  Lotas  Dreka,  Philadelphia,  for  engraved  paper ;  it 
is  beautiful.     Price,  $6  per  ream. 

— Let  every  State  organize  an  Alumni  Association,  and  before 
another  year  we  will  double  our  present  gigantic  strides  to  glory 
and  renown. 

— We  understand Alpha- Eta  has  a  fine  chapter  this 

session.     We  are  surprised  it  failed  to  send  a  letter  for  this  num- 
ber. 

— The  two  fully  organized  State  Alumni  Associations — Ala- 
bama and  Georgia — had  large  and  enthusiastic  meetings  in  June. 
Read  their  reports  under  "  Letters  from  Chapters." 

— The  meeting  of  the  High  Council  for  1881  will  be  held  in 
New  York  city  beginning  on  the  i6th  inst.  It  will  have  impor- 
tant business  to  transact. 

— Alpha  Tau  Omega  has  expelled  six  members,  of  whom  two 
are  now  dead.  The  names  of  just  tzvo  more  ought  to  be  added 
to  the  black  list  and  then  we  would  have  a  truly  happy  and 
united  household.     Let's  invoke  Congress  to  do  it. 
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—There  have  been  three  chapters  added  to  bur  roll  since  we 
issued  our  last  number — two  established  in  the  North,  and  tha 
Virginia  Epsilon  revived.  We  confidently  expect  to  add  two 
more — and  both  in  Northern  institutions — within  the  next  month. 
Watch  our  **  Directory  "  closely. 

— Three  of  our  brothers  have  died  since  our  last  issue,  viz., 
J.  T.  Malone  (Ga.  A.  D.),  B.  F.  Alexander  (Ala.  A.  E.),  and  P.  H. 
Lightfoot  (Va.  A.),  and  Bro.  R.  C.  Ballentine  (Va.  J.)  was  killed 
by  a  railroad  train  in  April.  Truly  our  death-roll  is  lengthening 
fast. 

— We  are  happy  to  announce  that  we  were  misinformed  as  to 
the  death  of  Bro.  S.  B.  Williamson^  whose  name  appeared  in  the 
Necrology  of  our  last  number.  He  recovered  from  the  disease 
(yellow  fever)  he  was  supposed  to  have  died  of,  and  is  now,  we 
learn,  living  in  Memphis — well,  happy,  and  maiided. 

— The  Virginia  Alpha  Chapter  is  very  small  this  session,  but 
its  membership  embraces  splendid  material.  It  was  at  the  York- 
town  Centennial  celebration  and  formed  a  part  of  the  magnificent 
V.  M.  I.  Corps  of  Cadets,  whose  proficiency  in  drill,  perfect  dis- 
cipline, and  soldierly  bearing,  called  forth  such  high  praise  from 
the  Commanding  General  and  everybody  else. 

— We  send  with  each  copy  of  this  issue  an  Index  io  Volume 
I.  Gather  up  the  numbers  and  have  them  neatly  bound,  not  for- 
getting to  bind  the  Index  with  them.  You  will  then  have  a  hand- 
some and  valuable  book  for  your  library,  containing  a  faithful 
record  of  the  work  of  the  A.  T.  SJ.  Fraternity  to  this  date. 

— The  State  Alumni  Association,  if  properly  managed,  will 
make  A.  T.  Q.  a  Fraternity  of  lifetime  value  and  importance  to 
its  members,  and  will  give  to  the  world  a  permanent,  active  or- 
ganization for  good,  into  which  entrance  can  only  be  gained 
through  the  most  reputable  institutions  of  learning.  Brothers, 
an  opportunity  is  thus  presented  for  you  to  take  the  lead  in  the 
grandest  work  ever  attempted  by  a  College  Fraternity.  Why 
delay? 

— We  sincerely  regret  to  announce  that  anti-Fraternity  laws 
have  recently  been  passed  at  the  A.  &  M.  College  of  Alabama. 
We  are  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  reason,  for  we  are  assured 
that  the  Fraternities  there  are  in  good  standing  with  the  authori- 
ties. The  members  of  A.  T.  /^.,  we  know,  are  highly  esteemed 
by  the  Faculty,  many  of  them  having  received  distinguished 
honors  at  their  hands.  There  is  not  a  College  in  Alabama  now 
that  permits  the  presence  of  Fraternities.     ^\\dX  fogyisni  I 
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— The  Alumni  members  of  the  Phi  Delta  Theta  Fraternity  in 
Alabama  have  formed  a  permanent  State  organization,  and  have 
held  their  first  meeting.  The  next  meeting,  we  learn,  will  be 
held  in  Montgomery  on  the  ist  of  July,  1882.  Somebody  else 
besides  Alpha  Taus,  it  seems,  recognizes  the  value  of  a  State 
Alumni  Association.  We  predict  that  such  organizations  will, 
in  the  near  future,  be  one  of  the  principal  features  of  all  College 
Fraternities,  for  no  obstacle  can  prevent  the  onward  march  of  a 
Fraternity  with  a  well-organized  and  enthusiastic  body  of  alumni 
— say  of  a  few  thousand. 

—  Why  don't  our  brothers  send  us  their  advertisements?  We 
promise  to  find  space  for  all  they  will  send  us.  Our  charge  for 
inserting  a  legal  card  (or  any  other)  for  the  year  is  certainly  very 
low  (;^3),  and  we  are  sure  the  brother  who  thus  advertises  will  be 
repaid  for  the  small  outlay,  as  well  by  the  consciousness  of  having 
given  the  Palut  valuable  aid  as  by  the  benefit  to  his  business,  re- 
sulting from  his  calling  attention  to  the  same  in  our  Journal. 
Send  us  your  cards,  brothers,  now,  so  they  may  appear  in  the 
opening  number  of  our  next  volume. 

—In  a  letter  from  Maj.  R.  H.  Wildberger  (X  A.  E.),  to  the  K. 
M.  I.  News,  from  Memphis,  last  August,  in  which  he  speaks  of 
Brothers  T.  H.  Bridgforth,  D.  T.  Bridgforth,  and  D.  L.  McKay, 
and  other  deceased  alumni  of  the  K.  M.  I.,  we  find  these  words : 
"  Noble  souls  were  they,  and  well  had  they  learned  life's  highest 
lesson — to  stand  firm  at  the  post  of  duty!  'Twas  there,  and  un- 
faltering, the  messenger  found  most  of  them."  We  believe  these 
brothers  all  died  of  yellow  fever.  Will  not  Maj.  Wildberger  add 
to  the  debt  of  gratitude  the  A.  T.  Q.  Fraternity  already  owes  him 
for  past  favors  and  unparalleled  kindness,  by  procuring  for  us 
biographical  sketches  of  these  heroes  ? 

— We  regret  exceedingly  that  Virginia  Beta's  letter  reached 
us  after  "  Letters  from  the  Chapters  "  had  gone  to  press.  We 
will  say  here,  however,  that  it  was  a  splendid  letter  and  full  of 
good  news.  That  chapter  has  already  mdidQ  five  initiations  this 
session,  and  confidently  expects  to  make  two  or  three  more.  It 
has  more  members  than  any  other  Fraternity  at  W.  &  L.  Uni- 
versity. The  condition  of  the  University  itself,  we  are  glad  to 
hear,  is  more  prosperous  than  it  has  been  for  some  years  past. 
This  is  its  Centennial  year,  and  extensive  preparations  are  already 
])eing  made  to  celebrate  its  one  hundredth  anniversary  with  the 
L^reatest  eclat  during  the  next  Commencement.  A  large  number 
of  the  Virginia  Beta  boys  are  expected  to  be  present  on  the  oc- 
-c.ision,  and  a  grand  jubilee  will  be  had.     The  Virginia  Beta 


Editorial  Department.  323 

Chapter  cordially  invites  the  members — active  and  alumni — of 
its  sister  chapters  to  be  present,  and  promises  to  do  everything 
in  its  power  to  make  them  enjoy  themselves.  The  letter  ends 
with,  '*  Please  forward  the  Palm  to  every  member  of  our  chapter. 
We  will  send  the  subscription  fees  in  a  few  days." 

— The  Fraternity  will  be  distressed  to  hear  that  Bro.  Otis  A. 
Glazebrook  met  with  a  very  serious  accident  in  July,  caused  by 
the  wrecking  of  the  train  on  which  he  was  returning  home  from 
a  visit  to  the  Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon  Chapter.  His  injuries  are 
still  very  painful,  though  we  trust  they  will  not  prove  "serious. 
He  had  gone  to  Auburn,  Ala.,  to  deliver  an  address  before  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Alabama  State  Alumni  Association,  but 
was  unfortunately  recalled  to  his  parish  on  the  very  day  of  the 
meeting.  Early  in  the  fall  he  was  taken  to  St.  Luke's  Hospital, 
New  York  city,  and  placed  under  the  best  medical  treatment, 
and  he  is  still  there.  Though  confined  to  his  bed,  he  yet  has 
managed  to  do  a  great  deal  of  important  work  for  the  Fraternit}^ 
since  he  has  been  in  the  North.  (We  believe  he  will  do  that, 
though,  as  long  as  there  is  life  in  him.)  We  know  that  earnest 
and  fervent  petitions  are  constantly  ascending  to  the  Throne  of 
Grace  from  Alpha  Tau  altars  in  our  dear  brother's  behalf, — that 
his  precious  life  may  be  spared,  and  that  he  may  soon  be  re- 
stored to  perfect  health.  May  this  knowledge  sweeten  somewhat 
his  bitter  cup,  as  we  are  sure  it  will. 

— We  insert  here,  with  very  great  pleasure,  the  following  letter 
just  received  from  our  newly-organized  New  Jersey  Chapter, 
though  we  thus  violate  one  of  our  of^ce  rules  which  requires  that 
everything  shall  be  printed  in  its  proper  department.  However, 
as  "Letters  from  Chapters"  had  gone  to  press  before  this  chap- 
ter was  established,  we  feel  justified  in  breaking  the  rule  in  the 
present  case. 

In  the  name  of  every  member  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fra- 
ternity, we  extend  to  these  new  brothers  a  hearty  and  fraternal 
greeting. 

''New  Jersey  Alpha-Kappa, 
"HoBOKEN,  N.  J.,  November  18,  1881. 

''^Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Editor-in-Chief: 

"Dear  Brother: — We  are  now  ready  to  receive  the  con- 
gratulations of  the  Fraternity  upon  our  success  in  establishing 
a  chapter  at  this  Institute  (Stevens  Institute  of  Technology). 
As  yet  our  chapter  is  very  small,  consisting  of  only  seven  mem- 
bers—to-wit  : 
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"  Mellen  S.  Harlow  and  H.  L.  Haiman,  of  the  sophomore;  Ed- 
ward P.  Alexander,  Jr.,  Leon  del  Monte,  Jr.,  Job  R.  Furman, 
and  George  Oakley,  of  the  freshman,  and  William  F.  White,  of 
the  sub-freshman  class ;  but  these  have  the  will  and  determina- 
tion of  twice  that  number,  and  manifest  a  resolution  to  make 
A.  T.  /i.  the  strongest  Fraternity  in  college. 

"We  have  the  following  Fraternities  to  compete  with: '/?.  6.  U.^ 
14 ;  J.  T.  J.,  9,  and  Z.  6.,  1 1  members. 

"But  we  have  a  good  field  to  work  in,  and  hope  ere  long  to  be 
pre-emiVient.  We  owe  our  success  chiefly  to  Bro.  Glazebrook, 
who,  though  sick  in  bed,  has  given  his  entire  time  to  the  estab- 
lishment of  our  chapter. 

"He  is  now  engaged  in  another  undertaking,  which,  if  suc- 
cessful, will  farther  advance  the  cause  of  Alpha  Tau  Omega. 

"At  a  meeting  of  the  High  Council,  just  held  in  New  York 
city,  which  we  were  privileged  to  attend,  we  were  pleased  to  meet 
the  members  who  were  present — viz  :  Bros.  Glazebrook  of  Geor- 
gia, Stokes  of  Virginia,  DuBose  of  Tennessee,  and  Thomas  of 
Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  Bro.  Humes  of  Maryland,  W.  G.  K.  E. 

"These  brothers  all  seemed  glad  to  hear  of  our  progress. 

"We  hope  soon  to  be  able  to  swell  the  subscription  list  of  the 
Palm. 

."Yours  in  J.  T.  Q., 

"  Herman  L.  Haiman, 
"  Corrrespondeiit  N.  J.  Alpha-Kappa^ 


TO  OUR  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CONTRIBUTORS. 

The  next  number  (the  first  of  Vol.  II.)  will  be  issued  March 
ist,  1882.  This  rather  long  postponement  is  necessitated  by 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  editor-in-chief,  who,  being  also 
the  Historiographer  of  the  Order,  finds  himself  compelled  to  give 
his  whole  attention  during  the  next  tzvo  months  to  the  work 
(which  has  already  been  too  long  delayed)  of  revising  the  Official 
Register  of  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Fraternity. 

Correspondents  and  other  contributors  are  therefore  earnestly 
requested  to  be  prompt  in  forwarding  matter  for  the  next  num- 
ber, in  order  that  the  latter  may  be  issued  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible  after  the  ist  of  March. 
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DIRECTORY. 

ALPHA  TAJ    OMEGA   FRATERNITY. 

Jtfounded  1865. Incorporated  18T8. 

Founders* 

Kev.  OTIS  A.  GLAZEBROOK.         *  Captain  ALFRED  MARSHALL. 
Judge  ERSKINE  M   ROSS. 

Grand  Officers. 

WoKTHY  Grand  Chief— Hon.  Thomas  G.  Hayes.  Baltimore,  Md. 
Worthy  Grand  Chaplain— Rt.  Rev.  C.  T.  Quintard,  D.  D.,  S.  T.  D., 

<fcc.,  Sevvanee,  Teiiii. 
Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Exchequer— Dr.  Mareen   D.  Humes, 

Beltsville,  Md. 
Worthy  Grand  Scribe— Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Esq.,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 
Worthy  Grand  Keeper  of  Annals— Joseph  R.  Anderson,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Richmond,  Va. 
Worthy  Grand  Usher— W.  H.  Lamar,  Jr.,  Esq.,  Mulberry,  Ala. 
Worthy  Grand  Seistinel— Henry  C.  Riley,  Esq.,  New  Madrid,  Mo. 

High  Council, 

Rev.  Otis  A.  Glazebrook,  Chairman.,  Macon,  Ga. 
Prof.  A.  Iverson  Branham,  Buena  Vista,  Ga. 
McNealy  Du  Bose,  Esq.,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 
Sylvanus  Stokes,  Esq.,  Richmond,  Va. 
N.  Wiley  Thomas,  Esq.,  Allentown,  Pa. 

Woiihy  High  Chancellor, 

James  B.  Green,  Esq.,  Baltimore,  Md. 
Chajjfers, 
/  Virginia  Alpha — Virginia  Military  Institute,  Lexington,  Va. 

Jos.  K.  Alston,  Correspondent, 
p  Virginia  Beta — Washington  and  Lee  University,  Lexington,  Va. 
■^  H.  B.  Campbell,  Correspondent. 

j   Tennessee  Gamma— Columbia,  Tenn.  ,  Correspondent. 

a  Virginia  Delta— University  of  Virginia, 

Eugene  C.  Massie,  Correspondent. 
S  Virginia  Epsilon— Roanoke  College,  Salem,  Va. 

,  Correspondent. 

6  Virginia  Phi— Alexandria,  Va.     -  Leonard  Marbury,  Correspondent. 
;IllinoisCht— Chicao-o,  Hi.      -        -        -      U.  A.  Walj^^r,  Correspondent. 
OlARYLAND  Psi— Baltimore,  Md.     -        -       H.  H.  Hamill,  Correspondent. 
Tennessee  Omega— University  of  the  South,  Sewanee,  Tenn. 

Chas.  McD.  Puckette,  Correspondent, 
/Virginia  Alpha-Alpha— Richmond,  Va. 

Levin  JoYNES,  Correspondent. 
'  Georgia  Alpha-Beta— University  of  Geoi-jjia,  Athens,  Ga. 

James  H.  Pitman,  Correspondent. 
-^Louisiana  Alpha-Gamma— University  of  Louisiana,  New  Orleans,  La. 
,.  John  Q.  Lovp:ll,  Correspondent. 

/J Alpha-Delta— Xavier,  Correspondent. 

/'-Alabama  Alpha-Epsilon— Alabama  A.  &  M.  College,  Auburn,  Ala. 
,  Correspondent. 

•  Deceased.  [OVBR.] 
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,r  Georgia  Alpha-Zeta — Mercer  University,  Macon,  Ga. 

C.  P.  Steed,  Correspondent. 

I  ^ Ai.pha-Eta ,  Correspondent. 

I  7    Pennsylvania  Tau— University  of  Pennsylvania,  Pliiladelphia,  Penn. 
'I  L.  L.  SMrTH,  Correspondent, 

Kentucky  Mu— Kentucky  Military  Institute,  Farmdaic,  Ky. 

David  R.  Smith,  Correspondent. 
Georgia  Alpha-Theta— Emory  College,  Oxford,  Ga. 

,  Correspondent. 

Pennsylvania  Alpha-Iota — Mulilenber^  College,  AUentown,  Penn. 

R.  Morris  Schj.iid,  Correspondent. 

New  Jersey  Alpha-Kappa — Stevens  Institute  of  Technology,  Hoboken, 

N.  J.        -  -        -       -       -      Herman  L.  Haiman,  Correspondent. 

'  ^  New  York  Alpha-Lambda— Columbia  College,  N"evv  York,  N.  Y. 

fl     ^-,.,'.  -'  ,  Correspondent. 

State  Alumni  Associations. 

.    ■  Alabama— J.    &.   N.  Davis.   Jr.   (Ala.   Alpha  Epsilon),    Worthy  Master. 
Next  Annual  Convention,  June  30th,  18S2,  with  Ahioama  Alpha-Epsilon 
Chapter. 
Georgia— J.   T.  West  (Ga.  Alpha-Zeta),   Worthy  Master.    Next  Annual 
Convention,  June  26th,  1882,  with  Georgia  Alpha-Beta  Chapter. 


The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm. 

-^ 

The  Alpha  Tau  Omega  Palm  is  the  Official  Journal  of  the  Alpha  Tau 
Om('ga  Fraternity;  and,  as  such,  its  constant  aim  will  be  to  promote  her 
interests,  in  the  manner  following  : 

By  affording  a  vehicle  of  communication  for  the  General  Officers,  the 
Chapters  and  the  Aiumni ;  by  collecting  and  preserving  in  permanent  form 
the  annals  of  the  Fraternity,  and  by  disseminating  her  noble  principles. 

While  these  are  pre-eminently  the  purposes  for  which  the  Palm  was  estab- 
lished, it  will  also  aim  to  exert  a  wholesome  intluence  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  Fraternity,  by  habitually  striving  to  inculcate  such  teachings,  and  only 
such,  as  shall  tend  to  purify  and  elevate  mankind  in  general. 

With  a  long  list  of  contributors  from  the  ranks  of  the  Fraternity — some  of 
whom  have  attained  marked  distinction  in  the  various  walks  of  life — the 
Palm  can  safely  promise  its  patrons  that  its  pages  shall  always  contain  inte- 
resting and  profitable  reading. 

The  Palm  will  hereafter  be  issued  four  times  a  year.  Each  number  will 
contain  not  less  than  sixty-four  octavo  pages,  and  will  be  printed  in  clear, 
distinct  type  and  on  neat  paper,  with  a  view  to  binding  in  volumes  for  pres- 
ervation. 

The  subscription  price  is  fixed  at  the  low  sum  of  $1.00  per  annum,  in  ad- 
vance; price  of  single  copies  25  cents. 

Short  professional  or  business  cards  will  be  inserted  at  the  rate  of  $3.00 
per  annum ;  advertisements  requiring  greater  space  at  proportionately 
low  rat(is,  which  may  be  ascertained  by  application  to  the  undersigned. 

All  communications  of  whatever  nature  should  be  addressed  to 

JOS.  R.  ANDERSON,  Jr., 

Editor-in-  Chiefs 

P.  O.  Box  194.  Richmond,  Va. 
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